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        Dear Reader,

        Did you know there’s a Magic Tree House® book for every kid? From those just starting to read chapter books to more experienced readers, Magic Tree
            House® has something for everyone, including science, sports, geography, wildlife, history…and always a bit of mystery and magic!

        
            [image: Cover images with descriptions for each series: Magic Tree House; Adventures with Jack and Annie, perfect for readers who are just starting to read chapter books; F&P Level M. Magic Tree House Merlin Missions; More challenging adventures for the experienced Magic Tree House reader; F&P Level M–N. Magic Tree House Super Edition; A longer and more dangerous adventure with Jack and Annie; F&P Level P. Magic Tree House Fact Trackers; Nonfiction companions to your favorite Magic Tree House adventures; F&P Levels N–T]

        

        
            Happy reading!

            [image: Mary Pope Osborne signature]


        

    


        
        [image: A Note from Mary Pope Osborne About the Magic Tree House Fact Trackers]


        
            When I write Magic Tree House® adventures, I love including facts about the times and places Jack and Annie visit. But when readers finish these adventures, I
                want them to learn even more. So that’s why we write a series of nonfiction books that are companions to the fiction titles in the Magic Tree House® series. We
                call these books Fact Trackers because we love to track the facts! Whether we’re researching dinosaurs, pyramids, Pilgrims, sea monsters, or cobras, we’re always amazed
                at how wondrous and surprising the real world is. We want you to experience the same wonder we do—so get out your pencils and notebooks and hit the trail with us. You can be a
                Magic Tree House® Fact Tracker, too!

        

        [image: Mary Pope Osborne signature]


    
        
            Here’s what kids, parents, and teachers have to say about the Magic Tree House® Fact Trackers: 

            
                “They are so good. I can’t wait for the next one. All I can say for now is prepare to be amazed!” —Alexander N.

                “I have read every Magic Tree House book there is. The [Fact Trackers] are a thrilling way to get more information about the special events in the
                    story.” —John R.

                “These are fascinating nonfiction books that enhance the magical time-traveling adventures of Jack and Annie. I love these books, especially American
                    Revolution. I was learning so much, and I didn’t even know it!” —Tori Beth S.

                “[They] are an excellent ‘behind-the-scenes’ look at what the [Magic Tree House fiction] has started in your imagination! You can’t buy one
                    without the other; they are such a complement to one another.” —Erika N., mom

                “Magic Tree House [Fact Trackers] took my children on a journey from Frog Creek, Pennsylvania, to so many significant historical events! The detailed
                    manuals are a remarkable addition to the classic fiction Magic Tree House books we adore!” —Jenny S., mom

                “[They] are very useful tools in my classroom, as they allow for students to be part of the planning process. Together, we find facts in the [Fact
                    Trackers] to extend the learning introduced in the fictional companions. Researching and planning classroom activities, such as our class Olympics based on facts found in Ancient
                    Greece and the Olympics, help create a genuine love for learning!” —Paula H., teacher
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Dear Readers,

When we finished our adventures in Sunset of the Sabertooth, we didn’t want to leave the Ice Age. So we got out our pencils and paper to do some fact tracking.

We wanted to learn about the people of the Ice Age and the world of the saber-toothed cats. We started at the library. We searched the shelves for books we needed. Then we went to our computers to dig up more information. We found out so much about the lives of people thousands of years ago. Finally, we studied the big saber-toothed cats and other amazing animals. We even read about animals frozen in ice and studied by scientists today!

So grab your notebooks and put on your warm coats. It’s going to be a cold trip. We’re leading you back into the Ice Age! Brrr!

[image: (signatures) Jack, Annie]
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A million years ago, the world was much colder than it is now. Large parts of North America lay under ice and snow. Ice covered parts of Europe, Asia, and South America. In places it was a mile deep! We call this time the “Ice Age.”

The Ice Age began long after the dinosaurs disappeared. It lasted thousands of years. It ended 10,000 years ago.


[image: World Map of the Ice Age]

        
[image: ]


During the Ice Age, the ocean froze between Britain and Greenland.

        



The Ice Age was not one long period. In fact, scientists believe there have been several ice ages. At times the weather got warmer…warmer even than today. Years would pass, sometimes thousands of years. Then the temperatures slowly began to drop again. The icy weather returned.


[image: ]


Whew! Some scientists believe we are in a warm phase of an ice age today.



What Causes Ice Ages

Scientists are not exactly sure why we have ice ages. But they do have an idea. They think Earth changes its orbit around the sun every 100,000 years.


[image: ]


Orbit means “the path one object takes around another.”



During the Ice Age, Earth’s orbit moved farther from the sun. Summers became too cold to melt ice and snow.

[image: Brrr! In some places, temperatures were 45 degrees colder than today.]


Over millions of years, the warmer climate of the dinosaurs disappeared. The icy world of the saber-toothed cat took its place. Slowly the land itself began to change. Water froze into ice and was trapped on land. Ocean levels dropped.
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Climate means “the weather in a place over a long period of
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[image: Glaciers Today]
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[image: Glacier in New Zealand]
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