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	The information contained in this ebook is not designed to replace or take the place of any form of medicine or professional medical advice. The information in this ebook has been provided for educational & entertainment purposes only.
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	The first hack in this step-by-step guide asks you to think about what matters most to you. What fires you up? Which events in your past made you the person you are now? What are you hoping to achieve by writing a book? You are the author, and Hack 1 is designed to lead you to the book subjects that fit you best.

	This matters for several reasons. To begin with, a book about a subject you find boring will probably be hard to complete. When you have no interest in the topic, you won't be willing to put in the effort required to bring the book to readers. Understanding who you are and why you want to write this book will give you the nerve and the endurance needed to see the project through.

	These are the action points for Hack 1:

	Write down the different jobs and hobbies that you enjoy, as another list

	Make a list of the happiest moments of your life

	Put together a third list, this one of the saddest moments of your life

	Complete the table found at the close of these instructions. In the first column, write 10 qualities that describe your ideal life. Think of words such as happy, honest, loving, famous, respected, and so on.

	In the second column, write 10 achievements you hope to reach during your lifetime. Examples include writing five books, being a good mother or father, climbing Mount Everest, and the like.

	In the third column, write 10 possessions you would like to have in your life. These could be a new house, a racecar, a cabin in the woods, or a technology gadget, among other things.

	In the fourth column, write 10 groups or organizations you would like to help during your life. Think of groups such as your family, poor children in Nigeria, the American Red Cross, and so forth.

	Once the lists are complete, mark the three items in each column that mean the most to you with an asterisk.

	A quick word of caution. As we move through the guide, you might feel like skipping the exercises. Resist that urge! No step is hard, yet every one of them is essential, and they must be done in the sequence I give them. Believe me on this. I had to retrace my steps again and again, and I lost an enormous amount of time. Stick to the plan and you can avoid the mistakes I made!

	The first hack is behind you. Congratulations! You are now on the road to writing and publishing a bestselling Kindle book!

	WHICH KINDLE CATEGORY SUITS MY BOOK BEST?

	The task in Hack 2 is to decide which book you are going to write. Look back over the checklists you made in Hack 1 and you will see plenty of good ideas about the book you'd like to produce. The strongest books are written by people who have lived through a particular problem and who offer help and answers to others facing the same situation.

	Our goal in Hack 2 is to help you identify the best categories for your eBook. You should choose categories that readers care about and where they are already buying books. The most effective way to find them is to research categories on Amazon Kindle. I will walk you through each step so you know exactly how to proceed:

	Visit Amazon. com. Be sure you are signed out of your Amazon account, since being signed in will alter the results according to books you have purchased before.

	Select KINDLE STORE in the search bar.

	Type "Kindle" into the search bar and click GO. The best-selling books in the Amazon store will appear.

	Pick KINDLE EBOOKS in the left navigation bar (you might have to click + SEE MORE).

	Build a spreadsheet with these columns: 'Category Name', '1st Book Sale's Rank', '5th Book Sale's Rank', '10th Book Sale's Rank', '20th Book Sale's Rank', and 'Use Category?'

	Go through the categories and subcategories in the left navigation pane and select those you would be interested in writing about. I rely on the "Format as Table" function in Excel so the data is simple to sort and read. Pick the categories or subcategories that are genuine candidates.

	For each category or subcategory you have selected, enter the following: Category Name, 1st Book Sales Rank, 5th Book Sales Rank, 10th Book Sales Rank, and 20th Book Sales Rank. You will find the Book Sales Rank about halfway down the book's page. I right click the book's picture and select "Open in a New Tab," which makes working through the list easier.

	When the spreadsheet is filled in, sort the books by "1st Book Sales Rank." Wherever a category's "1st Book Sales Rank" is higher than 7,500, type "No" in the "Use Category?" column.

	Next, sort the books by "5th Book Sales Rank." Type "No" in the "Use Category?" column whenever the 5th Book Sales Rank is over 15,000.

	Then sort the books by "10th Book Sales Rank." Type "No" in the "Use Category?" column whenever the 5th Book Sales Rank is over 30,000.

	After that, sort the books by "20th Book Sales Rank." Type "No" in the "Use Category?" column whenever the 5th Book Sales Rank is over 60,000.

	Put "Yes" in the "Use Category?" column of every row that has not been marked "No." The categories left over are the ones to aim for when you write your book. You are free to write in any category you wish, but the categories on this list cover the topics that people want to buy.

	Draw the graphic below and complete it using material from Steps 1 and 2:

	Take a moment to reflect on the middle section: where do "who you are" and "the categories people are purchasing books in" intersect? Next, complete the middle area with this template: I choose the _______ category because __________ (Who I Am).

	Check that the "categories" and the traits of "who you are as a writer" genuinely overlap.

	Mark the three categories in the middle that feel most intriguing and thrilling to you as you imagine writing a book with a star.

	Software Alert! KINDLE SPY is what I rely on to research categories, topics, micro-topics, and keywords quickly. Full Disclosure – a small referral fee comes to me if you use my link. Using my referral will not raise your cost if you decide to buy Kindle Spy, and you can locate the software by searching for it on Google.

	That wraps up Hack 2: What is the Best Book Category for Me?

	WHICH TOPIC SHOULD I WRITE ABOUT?

	Hack 3 guides you through the steps that will help you decide which topic suits your Kindle bestseller best. As with the last Hack, the aim is to discover which topics readers are curious about and already purchasing. These shift as time passes, but your book stands its best chance of selling well when it deals with a topic that people want to buy right now.

	Perhaps you already have a topic and there is no need to "find a topic." That's fine. Still, I'd like you to work through this exercise to pick up ideas that strengthen your existing book or to uncover the topic for your next one. The exercise below will sharpen your book's focus, and that focus makes researching, writing, and marketing easier.

	Here, then, are the action points for Hack 3: Which Topic Should I Write About?

	Start a word processing document and title it "Book Topic Research – [Month] [Year]." Swap in the current month and year.

	Open Amazon.com in your web browser. Be sure you are signed out of your Amazon account, so purchases you made in the past do not skew the search results.

	From the menu, pick KINDLE STORE, then "Best Sellers," and then click GO.

	Under the search bar, pick TOP 100 KINDLE EBOOKS.

	In the left navigation bar, pick KINDLE EBOOKS.

	Go to one of the final categories you settled on at the close of the second step.

	Use your mouse to select every book. Avoid copying the ads and promotions on the page, since they make the following steps harder. (Starting at the bottom of the books and moving up to the top works better.) Once the books are selected, press Ctrl + C to copy.

	Paste what you copied into your word document using the "Plain Text" style.

	Scroll to the bottom of the page, highlight books 21-40, and carry out the previous two action points again.

	Carry out those same steps once more for books 41-60.

	In your word document, select everything with Ctrl + A and copy it with Ctrl + C.

	Visit WriteWords.org

	Press Ctrl + V to paste everything into the "Paste Your Text" box. Set the number of words in a phrase to "2."

	Look over
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