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Once there was a tawny, scrawny, hungry lion who never could get enough to eat.
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He chased monkeys on Monday—




—kangaroos on Tuesday—




—zebras on Wednesday—
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—bears on Thursday—




—camels on Friday—




and on Saturday, elephants!
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And since he caught everything he ran after, that lion should have been as fat as butter. But he wasn’t at all. The more he ate, the scrawnier and hungrier he grew.

The other animals didn’t feel one bit safe. They stood at a distance and tried to talk things over with the tawny, scrawny lion.
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“It’s all your fault for running away,” he grumbled. “If I didn’t have to run, run, run for every single bite I get, I’d be fat as butter and
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sleek as satin. Then I wouldn’t have to eat so much, and you’d last longer!”

Just then, a fat little rabbit came hopping through the forest, picking berries. All the big animals looked at him and grinned slyly.

“Rabbit,” they said. “Oh, you lucky rabbit! We appoint you to talk things over with the lion.”
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That made the little rabbit feel very proud.

“What shall I talk about?” he asked eagerly.

“Any old thing,” said the big animals. “The important thing is to go right up close.”

So the fat little rabbit hopped right up to the big hungry lion and counted his ribs.
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