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*Penguin Young Readers are leveled by independent reviewers applying the standards developed by Irene Fountas 

and Gay Su Pinnell in Matching Books to Readers: Using Leveled Books in Guided Reading, Heinemann, 1999.




Dear Parents and Educators,

Welcome to Penguin Young Readers! As parents and educators, you 

know that each child develops at his or her own pace—in terms of 

speech, critical thinking, and, of course, reading. Penguin Young 

Readers recognizes this fact. As a result, each Penguin Young Readers 

book is assigned a traditional easy-to-read level (1–4) as well as a 

Guided Reading Level (A–P). Both of these systems will help you choose 

the right book for your child. Please refer to the back of each book for 

specific leveling information. Penguin Young Readers features esteemed 

authors and illustrators, stories about favorite characters, fascinating 

nonfiction, and more!




This book is perfect for a Progressing Reader who:

• can figure out unknown words by using picture and context clues;

• can recognize beginning, middle, and ending sounds;

• can make and confirm predictions about what will happen in the text; and

• can distinguish between fiction and nonfiction.

Here are some activities you can do during and after reading this book:

• Nonfiction: Nonfiction books deal with facts and events that are

real. Talk about the elements of nonfiction. Then make a list of

garden spider facts that you learned in this book. For example, the

spider catches food in a web. See how many facts you can find!

• Research a different type of spider. Then make a list of facts for 

that spider.




Remember, sharing the love of reading with a child is the best gift 

you can give!

—Bonnie Bader, EdM, and Katie Carella, EdM 
    Penguin Young Readers program




Spider’s Lunch: All About Garden Spiders
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Special thanks to Paul Zabarauskas, Curator 

of Invertebrates, International Wildlife 

Conservation Park (Bronx Zoo).
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It
is
a
hot
summer
day



in
a
garden.



Do
you
see
something



in
the
grass?
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It
is
a
garden
spider!



The
spider
has



lots
of
legs.



Count
them—



one,
two,
three,



four,
five,
six,



seven,
eight!
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From
far
away



the
spider
looks
small.



But
up
close



the
spider
looks
big!



The
spider
has
two
fangs.



It
can
bite
with
them.



The
spider
has
eight
eyes.



But
it
cannot
see
very
well.
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