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"Young Lord!"
A flicker of emotion stirred in Su Yi's eyes. It seemed Chi Zu truly held a significant status, one substantial enough to give even the Black Flying Lizard pause.
"Not long ago, Chi Zu was entrapped and ambushed by the Golden Ancient Scorpion along with some strong warriors. I happened to pass by and lent him my aid," Su Yi stated directly to the Black Flying Lizard, his eyes gleaming with a fierce red light, emanating a natural imposing presence.
The Black Flying Lizard's expression subtly changed. It knew of this matter. The incident where Chi Zu had recently been ambushed and ensnared by the Golden Ancient Scorpion had already spread far and wide. The Demon Emperor had been incensed by it, so how could the lizard be unaware?
Staring at the human youth before it, the Black Flying Lizard found itself growing more puzzled the longer it looked.
For reasons it couldn't fathom, this human youth projected an intangible pressure onto it.
The longer it faced him, the heavier this invisible pressure became, gradually giving it the illusion that this was not a human youth at all, but a royal figure of the demon race radiating imperial majesty.
"Young Lord was indeed entrapped, ambushed, and injured by the Golden Ancient Scorpion's faction a few days ago," the Black Ya Beast on the ground reminded the Black Flying Lizard.
The Black Flying Lizard fixed its intense gaze on Su Yi, its eyes flashing with ferocity.
"Human boy, perhaps you aren't aware. The one who wants you humans, precisely, is the Demon Emperor! Even if you have a connection with the Young Lord, it changes nothing! Furthermore, whether you truly know the Young Lord and how you came to possess his token remains unconfirmed!" the Black Flying Lizard addressed Su Yi.
"The Demon Emperor!"
Su Yi's eyes darkened. He remembered encountering a group of Demon Emperors back in the Forest of Demons; each one possessed astonishingly formidable power.
"What of the Demon Emperor!"
Perched atop the Serene Void Brutal Heavenly Leopard, Su Tianque lifted his head and spoke, clearly displeased.
"And who are you?"
Following the voice, the Black Flying Lizard, the Black Ya Beast, and the other demon beasts looked on Su Tianque in shock. A small, plucked-chicken of a bird, able to speak human words? Was it perhaps of the Demonic Void Realm?
"Who I am is not for the likes of you to learn! Know your place and leave quickly!"
Su Tianque puffed out his chest, propping small meaty wings on his hips, managing to project a hint of grandeur.
However, currently, Su Tianque's appearance was so laughable it was hard to suppress one's laughter, effectively overshadowing any imposing aura he attempted.
"Whatever you are, consorting with humans makes you the enemy!"
The Black Flying Lizard stared down at Su Tianque, seemingly able to detect an unusual aura emanating from the creature that stirred vague apprehension within it, preventing any immediate action.
"Why does the Demon Emperor seek us?"
Su Yi signaled for Su Tianque to stop stirring trouble. If he provoked the Black Flying Lizard and its group into attacking, the consequences would be disastrous.
"Why would we presume to know the Demon Emperor's will? We merely follow orders!" retorted the Black Flying Lizard.
"Human, the Demon Emperor gave an order, stating that humans were possibly present nearby and that finding you meant we were to take all of you back," the Black Ya Beast added after a moment's hesitation, calling out distantly to Su Yi.
Su Yi frowned. This location was highly concealed, meticulously maintained and arranged over generations by predecessors from the Ancient Spirit Village, the Mighty Bear Tribe, and the Hunting Tiger Tribe, preventing discovery by the demon beasts.
Yet this time, shortly after everyone's arrival, they were found so swiftly.
While the arrival of a large group of hundreds might have inevitably drawn attention, it had happened unnervingly fast. They had entered with great caution.
But now it became clear; it was because a Demon Emperor had ordered a search for humans. No wonder they had been found.
"Human, regardless of your relationship with Lord Chi Zu, today you will come with us! Otherwise, I will not be courteous!"
The Black Flying Lizard fixed its glare on Su Yi, ferocity still flickering in its eyes, though its attitude towards the young man was noticeably far more courteous than before.
"That's some boast..." Su Tianque was not too pleased and was about to retort.
Su Yi waved his hand, cutting off Su Tianque, fixing his gaze on the Black Flying Lizard as he stated, "How about I accompany you alone to meet the Demon Emperor?"
"..."
Upon hearing Su Yi's words, everyone felt a chill in their hearts. Going alone to see the Demon Emperor? Wasn't that practically a death sentence?
The Black Flying Lizard and the Black Ya Beast were also quite surprised, eyeing Su Yi with astonishment.
"You don't know why the Demon Emperor seeks us either. If it truly came to blows, and we fought back, it'll only end in mutual destruction. I assure you, you won't come out easily!"
Pretending calm, Su Yi addressed only the Black Flying Lizard, "I truly am a friend of your young master, Chi Zu. Take me back to fulfill your task. I will go with you. This avoids mutual destruction. Whatever happens, the Demon Emperor will not blame you. I will bear the responsibility alone!"
"This...!"
The Black Flying Lizard raised an eyebrow. It genuinely felt an intangible aura of authority emanating from the young man, stirring an inexplicable unease within it.
Facing it now, this youth hadn’t flinched once. Combined with the Black Ya Beast’s obvious tension, a hint of caution indeed fluttered in the Black Flying Lizard's heart. Could this youth actually be some formidable human power?
"This... isn't a bad proposal. We can report back to the Demon Emperor and also clarify his relationship with Young Master Chi Zu."
The Black Ya Beast spoke. This was undoubtedly the best outcome. It deeply feared that youth. If a fight truly broke out... the dread remained all too real. He had witnessed the boy's terrifying strength firsthand before.
"Fine. It won't take much time anyway. But even if you come back with us, none of the others are allowed to leave. Otherwise... we show no mercy!"
The Black Flying Lizard nodded, though wary of human trickery. It immediately ordered the Black Ya Beast and the other demon beasts it had brought to continue blocking the exit. No one was permitted to escape.
"Alright."
The Black Ya Beast nodded, relieved. He had no desire to provoke the human youth. Taking the youth back, not knowing the Demon Emperor's stance, meant staying here was a much safer bet. None of this involved him anymore. He felt great satisfaction.
"Brother Su Yi! Are you really going there alone?"
Shangguan Yan, Xiong Zhan, Hu Chi, and others gathered around him, deeply worried. Their expressions were grave, etched with tension. Su Yi planned to face the Demon Emperor alone? His fate was unknown. It looked far more perilous than promising!
"No matter. I have my own plans." Su Yi smiled lightly, feigning composure.
Within his heart, however, Su Yi was anxious too. But at this juncture, there was no other choice. If this stalemate continued and the Black Flying Lizard decided to attack, the disciples of the Divine Demonic Sect would be utterly outmatched. The three elders wouldn't be able to stop it either.
The elusive power within his mysterious space, the energy within that broken sword... there was no guarantee that same remarkable luck would see it manifest again.
Perhaps the power within the mysterious space and the broken sword was finite anyway. Maybe it had been completely exhausted.
As for meeting that Demon Emperor, Su Yi also wanted to know why the Demon Emperor sought them out. He reckoned his aid to Chi Zu counted for something. Judging by Chi Zu's attitude before, if he could just see Chi Zu face-to-face... if he could secure Chi Zu's help, the situation would be far more favorable than it was right now.
"Three elders, could we step aside?"
Su Yi then motioned to the three elders, Shangguan Xu and his companions, leading them a short distance away. Keeping his voice low, almost a whisper, he conveyed his hidden message, "If too much time passes and I haven't returned, then..."
Su Yi did not finish the sentence outright. The Black Flying Lizard and the Black Ya Beast were terrifyingly powerful. Even the faintest whisper might not escape their acute hearing. He trusted the three elders would grasp his meaning.
If he hadn't returned after a long interval, the odds were grim. By then, they should seize their chance while only the Black Ya Beast, a solitary Demonic Void Realm demon beast powerhouse, remained guarding them. Then, they would have no choice but to make a desperate push for escape. Get as many out as possible.
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"You should be careful."
Shangguan Xiwei was very nervous, her expression grave as she worried about Su Yi.
Su Yi nodded, a smile appearing on his face.
"I'll go with you."
Seeing that Su Yi intended to go alone, Su Tianque gritted his teeth and finally decided to accompany him.
"You can stay here; you might be of help."
Su Yi shook his head. Knowing Su Tianque was quite mysterious, and uncertain how this audience with the Demon Emperor would unfold, he didn’t want Su Tianque to take the risk.
"You need the most help right now. Who knows—I might even bluff that so-called Demon Emperor!" Su Tianque had made up his mind.
In the end, Su Yi could only nod in agreement and set off with Su Tianque.
"Lead the way."
Su Yi then spoke to the Black Flying Lizard, instructing it to guide them.
"Can you not fly?!"
As the Black Flying Lizard flapped its wings and began leading, it became rather flustered upon noticing Su Yi and Su Tianque unhurriedly walking behind.
"To be honest, I haven’t reached the Yuan Void Realm yet!"
Su Yi didn’t conceal the truth. Unable to achieve aerial flight without the Yuan Void Realm, only those who attained it possessed such an ability.
"You two..."
The Black Flying Lizard was exasperated. Traveling on foot to see the Demon Emperor would take who knew how long.
"Get on my back. You’d best truly be Lord Chi Zu’s friend, or I will make you crave death more than life!"
Finally, the Black Flying Lizard had no choice but to let Su Yi and Su Tianque climb onto its back. It, a being of the Demonic Void Realm, was reduced to a mere mount. Utterly unwilling, it would never have allowed a human to ride it under any ordinary circumstance. If this human wasn’t truly Lord Chi Zu’s friend, it would not endure this indignity.
They traversed a vast stretch of mountains, passing unbroken chains of peaks and undulating forests below.
Ahead in the sky, the number of flying demon beasts gradually increased, circling in the void.
Down below, fierce auras surged skyward intermittently—many formidable demon beast cultivators resided here.
The sprawling mountains soared into the clouds, majestic and imposing. Waterfalls cascaded, mighty rivers wound through the terrain, and mist pervaded the air. The landscape was sublimely gorgeous, like an ink landscape painting.
"Roarrrr..." In the thickets, demon beasts bellowed. The towering forms of numerous powerful demon beasts emerged, radiating light as they practiced cultivation on their respective mountain peaks, their potent auras saturating the air.
Not far off lay an area rich in natural energy, where the scent of herbs wafted intensely—suggesting the presence of rare and ancient spirit plants.
"So this is the Demon Woods!"
Su Yi was awed. Though he had spent some time within the Demon Woods, this was his first time witnessing it so directly in this manner.
"We're nearly there!" the Black Flying Lizard announced.
Following its words, Su Yi gazed ahead and was immediately struck with considerable astonishment. There, atop a colossal mountain range shrouded in swirling mist, stood an ancient, grand city. It appeared as if lofted by its mountain base into the firmament itself.
Drawing closer, it became clear this massive city was constructed entirely upon the mountain itself, hewn from giant stone blocks and impossibly majestic.
This colossal city wasn't built atop a single mountain. Instead, its connected walls embraced the summits of countless peaks within its embrace—a sight that defied comprehension!
A broad stone path stretched from the immense city all the way to the mountain's base, flanked by numerous demon beasts standing guard like statues.
However, Su Yi and Su Tianque rode the Black Flying Lizard directly up to the grand city, only landing once they reached the city gate.
Facing the ancient, colossal city, Su Yi was thunderstruck. Its scale was breathtakingly immense. Standing beneath the towering walls, nearly a hundred zhang high, he felt like a mere ant. Above the gate, suspended high, were three massive characters deeply engraved into the stone: 'Cang Lan City', the strokes powerfully bold.
"Is this where the Demon Emperor lives?"
Su Yi's heart pounded. Compared to human metropolises, the Demon Emperor's residence seemed less bustling, yet its sheer, awe-inspiring grandeur far surpassed anything human cities could achieve.
Demon beast guards inspected entrants at the gate; gaining entry didn't seem easy.
The Black Flying Lizard apparently held significant status. With it leading the way, their passage through the gate was remarkably smooth.
Inside Cang Lan City, there weren't dense clusters of buildings, but rather picturesque mountains, forests, and cave dwellings. Still, numerous imposing stone palaces punctuated the landscape.
Finally, the Black Flying Lizard led Su Yi into a grand hall. Powerful demon beasts stood guard all around, the atmosphere taut and severe. Each beast fixed Su Yi with a fierce, predatory glare.
The Black Flying Lizard departed to report to the Demon Emperor, instructing Su Yi and Su Tianque on no account to wander around, or risk bearing the consequences themselves.
"So huge! So astonishing!"
As the Black Flying Lizard left, Su Yi surveyed the hall, deeply impressed by everything he'd witnessed. He hadn't expected the Demon Emperor's abode to be on such a majestic scale—truly befitting a legendary demon race powerhouse.
"Hardly worth mentioning. A place like this?" Su Tianque sounded dismissive, already lounging lazily against one of the hall's massive stone pillars. The hall was utterly bare, devoid of even a single chair, leaving Su Tianque with nowhere comfortable to settle. "Back in the day, even the place for stacking rubbish in my cave dwelling was far superior."
"You're just bragging!"
Su Yi was used to Su Tianque's tone by now. While the bird had repeatedly demonstrated extraordinary traits—especially that last time when he managed to escape with over a hundred disciples of the Divine Demonic Sect—Su Yi still couldn't bring himself to truly believe this fellow was the legendary Peacock.
Such a legendary being? The disheveled bird before him now seemed utterly unlike it.
"So it is this human who saved Chi Zu?"
Suddenly, the voice rang out. Simultaneously, a figure materialized silently within the great hall.
This figure was towering in stature, with skin possessing a faintly ruddy-golden hue. His sharply defined, profound features, coupled especially with those deep, obsidian-like eyes that held lightly reddish glints within, radiated an unmistakable air of royalty, commanding reverence throughout the land. He wore a majestic suit of vermilion-gold robes, projecting a peerless, heroic bearing.
The man appeared to be in his forties. A kingly aura naturally emanated from him; his profound gaze alone carried an oppressive, intimidating pressure!
The moment this figure appeared, Su Yi felt the primordial force within his body inexplicably solidify. An involuntary shudder went through him, as if the surrounding air itself had tightened. That gaze resting upon him felt capable of piercing through his very being.
As the figure materialized, Su Tianque's previously languid gaze instantly sharpened, a subtle gleam flickering deep within.
"Demon aura! A powerful demon! It's the Demon Emperor!"
This presence was not unfamiliar to Su Yi. The overwhelming pressure was interwoven with a distinct demonic aura—characteristic of a mighty demon race member. This was the Demon Emperor!
BOOM!
Abruptly, under that inexplicable, formless pressure, the Supreme Chaotic Yuan Technique within Su Yi automatically activated. Like an unassailable sovereign, a devastating aura unfurled. Fleeting red glimmers appeared deep within Su Yi's pupils.
As the Supreme Chaotic Yuan Technique surged autonomously, that immense external pressure was instantly expelled, leaving Su Yi feeling significantly more at ease and relieved.
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At that moment, the imposing figure was silently changing his expression, his gaze fixed tightly on Su Yi as if trying to probe something.
Immediately after, as if sensing something, the imposing figure shifted his gaze to Su Tianque at the side.
"Are you the Demon Emperor of this place?"
Su Tianque spoke, looking straight at the figure, seemingly facing this Demon Emperor without any sense of pressure.
"Where do you come from?" Staring at Su Tianque, the imposing figure asked, the look of surprise in his expression fading away as everything returned to calmness.
"You wouldn't know even if I told you. Who are you, and why did you send those demon beasts to find us?" Su Tianque wore an air of aged authority, his featherless wings tucked at his sides, standing with hands clasped behind his back, his small head held high as he fixed his eyes on the imposing figure.
"Others all call me Chi Qin."
The imposing figure gazed at Su Tianque and Su Yi, his eyes sweeping over them.
"You..."
"Su Tianque, do not be disrespectful!"
Su Tianque was about to speak again but was interrupted by Su Yi. Fixing his eyes on the middle-aged man who called himself Chi Qin, Su Yi clasped his fists in a salute and said, "Greetings, Demon Emperor!"
"Demon Emperor, what's so impressive about that..." Su Tianque muttered under his breath, his voice extremely faint.
"You are the human who saved my son Chi Zu?" Chi Qin's gaze settled on Su Yi. Though Su Yi, tall for his age compared to peers, stood before him, this imposing figure towered over him by more than two heads.
"Indeed, it was merely fortunate circumstances. Not worth mentioning!"
Su Yi spoke. Though the invisible pressure emanating from the other had been warded off, the pressure filling the surrounding space still lingered, creating a suffocating sensation. Forcing himself to endure it, he stood upright and unmoving.
"Chi Zu has told me all about you. Judging by your appearance, you match the description perfectly, so it must be true!"
Chi Qin spoke. For some reason, his crimson eyes seemed to flicker with a trace of admiration as he studied Su Yi. Keeping his gaze steady on him, he added, "So it seems that half a month ago, an earth-shattering battle occurred beyond this place. Some demons witnessed humans escaping—surely that was you, wasn't it?"
"..."
As Chi Qin finished these words, Su Yi instantly felt a knot in his heart, while suspicion flashed in Su Tianque's shifting eyes.
"Exposed!"
Su Yi was shaken internally. Had they been exposed? No wonder this Demon Emperor had demon beasts among those from the Divine Demonic Sect. It was intentional.
Back then, after the Divine Demonic Sect's descendants were massacred, so many superpowerful beings—the Lord Demon, the visitor from Sacred Mountain—had unleashed a battle as colossal as the end of the world. As Su Tianque suspected, it had drawn the attention of demon race powerhouses. That’s why this Demon Emperor had ordered demon beasts to search the area for humans.
Su Yi pondered silently. What was Chi Qin’s purpose in seeking those from the Divine Demonic Sect?
Su Yi and Su Tianque’s subtle change in expression didn’t escape Chi Qin. Calmly, he remarked, "It seems, indeed, that battle involved you!"
Su Yi took a silent deep breath, raised his eyes to Chi Qin, and said, "To be honest, Senior, it is indeed related to us."
"Were you involved in that battle too?" Su Tianque spoke, pressing close to Su Yi, a faint crimson shimmer rippling in his eyes.
Chi Qin watched both Su Yi and Su Tianque, his eyes shifting back and forth, his expression unreadable.
"Don’t be alarmed. If I meant to kill you, you wouldn’t even be standing before me now!" After a few moments, a faint smile touched Chi Qin’s lips as he addressed them, "I just wish to understand why powerful beings appeared in the Demon Woods. That battle caused significant turmoil, alarming many demon race powerhouses. Everyone wants to know the reason. Could you two enlighten me slightly?"
Hearing this, Su Yi hesitated momentarily before nodding.
Su Yi then told Chi Qin about the Divine Demonic Sect: how its descendants had hidden anonymously within the Demon Woods for many years, only to be relentlessly pursued by enemies; all their strong members vanquished, with only a few young survivors managing to escape.
Su Yi knew there was no need to conceal this. A battle of such magnitude must have spread widely. The matter of the Divine Demonic Sect probably couldn't be hidden. Chi Qin was seeking him out, clearly having learned something. If he lied now, it might backfire. He had no choice but to leave it to fate.
"The Divine Demonic Sect..." Chi Qin nodded thoughtfully, as if understanding what Su Yi said, still quite composed as he kept his eyes fixed on Su Yi. He continued, "I see. So it was that shocking battle. The combatants were formidable fighters. I had wondered who could provoke such a confrontation. So the Divine Demonic Sect still exists in the world!"
"You know of the Divine Demonic Sect?" Su Yi was surprised. Chi Qin seemed aware of its existence.
"I've lived several thousand years and heard many things. I did hear of the Divine Demonic Sect, but not much, only that it was a great sect from ancient times, no weaker than the One Mountain, Two Religious Sects, Three Sects and Four Schools that exist among humans now." Chi Qin replied.
"Several thousand years..."
Although Su Yi knew this world differed greatly from his past life—many powerhouses had long lifespans, especially those in the demon race—facing a Demon Emperor who claimed millennia of life yet looked middle-aged was utterly staggering.
"Young man, you dared come to see me alone. What role do you hold in that Divine Demonic Sect?" Chi Qin fixed his gaze on Su Yi, asking with intense curiosity. The more he studied this young human, the more an indescribable astonishment stirred within him.
"Truth be told, I am the new Sect Master of the Divine Demonic Sect."
Having come this far, Su Yi had a plan. Uncertain of the future, he directed a question back at Chi Qin, "Demon Emperor, why did you deploy so many demon beasts to find us?"
"This incident alerted many demon race powerhouses. Not just me, many others are also searching everywhere for you."
Chi Qin chuckled lightly, his eyes fixed on Su Yi, "Young but capable! No wonder you dared come alone to find me, it turns out you are the Sect Master of the Divine Demonic Sect."
"Everyone is searching...!"
Hearing Chi Qin’s words, Su Yi clenched inwardly.
It wasn’t just Chi Qin hunting for Divine Demonic Sect survivors; many nearby demon race powerhouses were doing the same.
This meant the young disciples of the Divine Demonic Sect couldn’t have escaped far in the Demon Woods. There was likely nowhere left to flee.
Su Yi’s mood turned extremely heavy. This was the Demon Woods. He was powerless here, struggling just to protect himself. There was no way he could safeguard the remaining disciples of the Divine Demonic Sect.
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"It is said that it was the legacy left behind by the Divine Demonic Sect that attracted so many powerful beings." Chi Qin’s gaze remained fixed on Su Yi with keen interest. He asked Su Yi once more: "Young friend, you are the new Sect Master of the Divine Demonic Sect. Would you know what legacy the Divine Demonic Sect possesses that could provoke such powerful figures to relentlessly seek it for thousands of years?"
Su Yi felt a tremor in his eyes. So this was the true purpose of Demon Emperor Chi Qin. No wonder he was seeking out the members of the Divine Demonic Sect; he too sought their legacy.
"If the Divine Demonic Sect truly possessed any legacy, why would we have been reduced to such a state of hiding everywhere? How could we have been massacred? It seems Your Majesty also merely desires this supposed legacy of the Divine Demonic Sect. I think Your Majesty might as well act now. Given our strength, we are nothing before a Demon Emperor. Why not strike at this very moment?"
Su Yi looked directly at Chi Qin. Light crimson light rippled faintly in his eyes as he said, "Only, as the new Sect Master of the Divine Demonic Sect, I regret that I cannot seek justice for my sect’s predecessors. I cannot take revenge for them. I cannot protect the members of my sect. I feel ashamed. In vain I possess the frame of a man of seven feet. I cannot seek justice even for myself. To have lived such a worthless life fills me with regret!"
His words were firm and resonant. Su Yi spoke this truth with genuine emotion. If today truly spelled doom, then it truly would be a life lived in regret, and he would also have failed the trust placed in him by Lord Demon.
Observing Su Yi's expression, Chi Qin’s demeanor remained calm. His eyes were deep and inscrutable.
"I am curious about the Divine Demonic Sect. However, I would not kill the savior of my son for the sake of an unverified legacy. On the contrary, it is I who must offer you my profound thanks."
Then, a faint smile touched Chi Qin’s lips as he regarded Su Yi. "The vicinity is quite lively right now. Many strong members of the demon race are searching for you. While I trust you, I cannot say if those others searching for you will believe you. The place where you took refuge... to be precise, it is not within my domain. I believe it won’t be long before other forces of the demon race discover that location. It has already become dangerous. You saved my son. You may stay in my Cang Lan City for a while, which I count as repayment for your kindness in saving my son Chi Zu. After some time, when this matter has calmed down, I will make arrangements to see you safely out of the Demon Woods!"
"Stay in Cang Lan City!" Su Yi blinked and exchanged a glance with Su Tianque.
Su Yi pondered. If what Demon Emperor Chi Qin said was true, staying in Cang Lan City could indeed offer significant safety.
Regardless of whether Demon Emperor Chi Qin was truly reliable, the fact remained that strong members of the demon race were currently scouring everywhere for members of the Divine Demonic Sect. Based on what he had seen and heard so far, staying in Cang Lan City was genuinely safer than falling into the hands of other powerful figures from the demon race.
After brief contemplation, Su Yi recognized an element of credibility in Demon Emperor Chi Qin’s words.
The place where the members of the Divine Demonic Sect had taken refuge was not wholly within Chi Qin’s absolute domain. Otherwise, Chi Zu wouldn't have been ambushed and intercepted by the Golden Ancient Scorpion before.
Even if the sect avoided calamity today, they would likely soon be discovered by other strong members of the demon race. Trying to hide within the vast Demon Woods, a large flock of fledglings wouldn't get very far.
Chi Qin seemed to perceive Su Yi's hesitation. He didn't insist. Waving a hand, he said, "You are free. If you are unwilling, you may leave now. As for your Divine Demonic Sect disciples, for your sake, I will not act against them either. Consider this my gratitude for saving my son Chi Zu."
"Let's go!" Hearing this, Su Tianque's tail gave a slight twitch. His small eyes shone meaningfully as he prepared to lead Su Yi away.
"Demon Emperor!" Su Yi, lost in thought, did not follow Su Tianque. Instead, he bowed respectfully to Demon Emperor Chi Qin. "This junior has a request to make."
"Is it spirit herbs you desire, or treasures? You saved Chi Zu. Speak your wish." Chi Qin asked with a smile.
"This junior seeks neither spirit herbs nor treasures. I merely wish to ask Your Majesty one thing. Is it possible for the disciples of the Divine Demonic Sect to come temporarily to Cang Lan City and stay for some time? Once it becomes slightly safer, we will depart!" Su Yi raised his eyes and addressed Demon Emperor Chi Qin directly.
Su Yi’s words brought a look of astonishment to Chi Qin’s calm eyes. Su Tianque was also stunned. Bringing the members of the Divine Demonic Sect here? Wasn't that akin to inviting a lamb into a tiger's den?
"Young man, are you not afraid I will slaughter you all then? Moreover, this is Cang Lan City. You are humans. You dare seek refuge here?" Chi Qin studied Su Yi, his gaze stirring, showing a ripple of emotion.
"If Your Majesty agrees, your word is your bond. This junior has nothing to fear." Su Yi offered a self-deprecating smile. Cang Lan City was filled with demon beasts. The demon race and humanity had always been incompatible. Yet the Demon Woods too were teeming with demon beasts; the difference seemed minimal. Under Chi Qin’s protection within Cang Lan City, the situation might actually improve.
"Young man, you are unusual. And audacious. You surprise me. I must admit, at such a young age to possess such courage impresses me greatly."
Demon Emperor Chi Qin regarded Su Yi, his expression turning serious. "Give me a reason to shelter so many humans of your Divine Demonic Sect. Alternatively, give me a benefit I cannot refuse. Otherwise, why should I risk offending other potent figures of the demon race for unrelated humans? Should others learn the Divine Demonic Sect is under my protection, these forces might assume I have gained some tremendous advantage. That alone could make my Cang Lan City a target for all. The gratitude for saving Chi Zu alone is insufficient reason for me to offer sanctuary to so many humans of your Divine Demonic Sect."
Su Yi met Demon Emperor Chi Qin’s gaze. An invisible pressure enveloped him, yet his seemingly lean frame remained taut like a tightly drawn blade. Light stirred in his eyes as he stated, "This junior cannot offer Your Majesty benefits you could not refuse. Nor can I provide a compelling reason for why you should shield my sect’s members. But I can offer Your Majesty a pledge. Twenty years. Twenty years from now, for the protection granted this day, the Divine Demonic Sect will repay a drop of kindness with a rush of water!"
"Twenty years... indeed not long. Repay a drop of kindness with a rush of water." Chi Qin chuckled at Su Yi's words, then shook his head. "But such a promise offered upfront feels terribly hollow. Your so-called Divine Demonic Sect today has formidable enemies relentlessly pursuing it. You are hiding from east to west like dogs without a home. What reason do I have to believe that in twenty years this Divine Demonic Sect could truly benefit me? What could possibly be achieved in a mere twenty years?"
Su Yi fixed his gaze on Chi Qin, meeting his eyes without flinching. "This is the only pledge I can offer Your Majesty. If you choose not to believe it, my departure will suffice. This day, Your Majesty's forthrightness and decision not to harm my sect’s disciples already fill me with boundless gratitude, though I have no means to repay you. This item... I acquired it unintentionally. Please accept it without disdain, Your Majesty!"
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Chapter 305: Gamble!
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The words fell. Su Yi took out a jade bottle from his embrace and offered it to Chi Qin.
Chi Qin was puzzled, hesitated briefly inwardly, then lifted his hand. A flash of fiery red light appeared in his palm, and an invisible force enveloped the jade bottle in Su Yi's hand, levitating it back into his own grasp.
Chi Qin's gaze remained fixed on the jade bottle in his hand. Something seemed to stir in his eyes as he pulled out the stopper.
"Farewell."
Su Yi turned around, signaling Su Tianque to leave with him. Yet within his expression and eyes lay a hidden sense of waiting, a faint trace of tension flickering past unnoticed.
"Wait!"
Suddenly, Chi Qin's voice rang out, carrying an unmistakable tremor.
At this instant, the anticipation hidden in Su Yi's gaze stirred. Turning back, he saw Chi Qin visibly struggling to maintain his composure.
"Young friend, where did this come from?"
"I obtained it by chance. It’s the last of what I have, and the most precious item I possess. Thank you, Demon Emperor, for your frank honesty today," Su Yi replied calmly.
But at this moment, Su Yi was not calm either. The contents of the jade bottle were none other than the mysterious Spiritual Essence from the mysterious space.
Exiting the mysterious space, Su Yi had prepared for all contingencies. He had brought many pills with him, as well as this Spiritual Essence, just in case of need.
Su Yi certainly understood the formidable power of this Demon Emperor. Yet he was even more aware of the Spiritual Essence’s effects. Everything within the mysterious space seemed to hold significant value for the demon race.
Su Yi knew it was dangerous — possessing such treasure could invite calamity — but for the sake of the Divine Demonic Sect, he had no choice. If he could sway this Demon Emperor, perhaps the sect’s disciples could truly escape this calamity.
This was a gamble. Su Yi was betting against himself: betting on the reliability of Demon Emperor Chi Qin, betting on his own luck.
Chi Qin held the jade bottle, his eyes fixed on Su Yi, wavering with emotion. After what felt like a long breath’s span, a smile touched his lips. "Might I ask your name, young friend?"
"My surname is Su, my name is Yi," Su Yi responded.
"Su Yi."
Chi Qin smiled, tucking the jade bottle into his robe. "Twenty years is not long, yet not short either. I shall grant the humans of the Divine Demonic Sect my protection for twenty years. But remember this: if after that time, you fail to deliver on your promise, I will show no mercy."
"So... the Demon Emperor agrees?" Su Yi looked at Chi Qin, joy lighting his eyes.
"I shall see that the remaining members of your Divine Demonic Sect are brought here. Arrangements will follow," Chi Qin nodded.
"Thank you, Demon Emperor." Su Yi was visibly moved; his delight evident.
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