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      **This seven episode series has alternating character points of view. For optimal enjoyment, you’ll need to finish all the episodes to see how it comes together and how it ends!**

      

      Praise for the serial: "De Havin's tale whisks you through a heart-pounding adventure with twists that won't quit. It's an all night read, and I can't wait for the next episode!"
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      To Dave: Thanks for being an awesome cook. Love the yummy treats you make so I can keep writing.

      

      To Sammy: I saw you at the neighbor’s house. Get back home now!
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      My eyes pop open and I suck in a big gulp of air—I’m alive! A loud bang draws my attention to two blobs on the floor across the room. I blink hard and try to focus. OMG, it’s Murdock on top of Ainsley! I have to stop him. Even though my head is throbbing, I grab a large vase and smash it on top of Murdock’s head. He continues to suck blood from Ainsley’s neck like I’m not even there.

      I have to do something. What if I shift into an elephant and crush Murdock. Nope. I’d probably fall straight through the floor. I have to get help if Ainsley stands a chance of staying alive. Focusing on my hands, I picture them as Fred’s wings. In seconds my bat body materializes and I fly straight for the window in the dining room. Crap, it’s locked. My head is already pounding, what more harm can I do? Using the thumb claw on my wingtip, I push at the lock until it’s loose. Then with as much speed as I can gain in such a small space, I fly full force into the window.

      Murdock’s head pops up when he realizes what I’m trying to do. With his vampire speed he races over to the window just as I manage to push it open. He grabs one of my feet. “Not so fast, shifter girl.”

      A loud screech fills the room as I whip my wings at his face until he lets go. Murdock races back to Ainsley who is slowly creeping on his elbows toward the elevator. My heart sinks as I watch him grab Ainsley’s legs and pull him back toward the living room. Ainsley shouts out, “Save yourself, Jennifer!”

      He doesn’t need to say it twice. I burst through the window and head straight toward Eshe’s house. I need backup. Ainsley will do his best to survive until we can return and to help him. Besides, in my heart I have to believe Murdock won’t actually kill the man he loves.
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      Eshe is standing in front of the kitchen sink doing the dishes. Somehow I thought a high priestess as powerful as her would be able to cast some spell so she never had to bother with such a boring task. Then again who am I to judge? I’m a bat looking through the window who had morphed from a teenage girl. I tap my thumb claw on the window and she looks up. “Fred, how did you get outside?”

      She quickly moves over to the back door and lets me in. I fly through the kitchen and land in the living room on one of the embroidered cushions. I concentrate on my wings and in mere seconds I transform back into myself. Every time I shift I’m getting faster. Now if I could only learn to not end up in some strange yoga pose when I morph.

      Eshe looks down at me and laughs. “That’s some entrance, Jen.”

      Her words are the same as Ainsley’s and a painful reminder why I’m here. Tears well up in my eyes. “Eshe, I need your help. Murdock is draining Ainsley… dry!”

      She takes hold of my shoulders. “Where?”

      “At the penthouse. We have to go now! I don't know how much longer he can fight him off.”

      Eshe whistles and Brooklyn flies down the stairs. “What’s the emergency?” Brooklyn takes one look at my tear-streaked face and knows why. “It's Murdock.”

      “Yes, he’s going to kill Ainsley!”

      Eshe and Brooklyn race to the garage and I follow right behind. I could transform back into a bat but my head is still throbbing and I don’t think I have the strength to do it again.

      The wheels of Eshe’s BMW churn as she weaves through the traffic as fast as she can. Despite the bumpy ride, I stretch out in the backseat and try to get some rest. It will take all the energy I have left to face what might have happened back at the penthouse.

      Brooklyn shakes me awake. I gaze around and realize I’m inside the parking garage. “You were out cold so my mom has gone ahead.”

      “Sorry, it’s been a really long night.”

      She helps me sit up. My head spins for a second and then I manage to get out of the car. A burst of adrenaline kicks in and I follow Brooklyn into the elevator. The doors open and I brace myself for what I’m about to face.

      Eshe has Ainsley’s head in her lap. “Girls, come quickly.”

      Magnus lies next to him licking his left hand. It’s so sad I want to turn away. Instead, I grab his collar and pull him toward me. “Hey boy, everything is going to be okay. I’m here to help.”

      Magnus’s huge brown eyes have a look of recognition as if he understands what I’m saying. He slowly moves next to the couch and lies down.

      Brooklyn sits cross-legged by Ainsley’s side while I lean over his face. My heart sinks when I see how white he is. His eyes are shut and he’s barely breathing. Murdock has left him for dead. I run my hand against his cheek and look over at Eshe. “What can we do?”

      “You can feed him some of your thoughts.” Eshe strokes Ainsley’s forehead. “If you each can give him a powerful memory, I think we can stabilize him.”

      I wonder how many she gave him herself, but I don't ask. “Okay.” Placing one of his hands up to my temple, I can’t help notice it’s like holding the arm of a lifeless mannequin. Yet, I pretend it’s the hand of the Ainsley I love. Scrolling through my memories, I try to find one I think is powerful enough to rejuvenate him. Which memory would have more strength a good one or a bad? My nightmares of falling off a cliff can linger with me for days, but I wouldn’t want to burden him with one of those, he’s been through enough already.

      A memory of the first time I passed a test in school sticks in my mind. It’s one I like to pull up when I want a little boost. I hope the joy of the moment will give him strength. As I play the memory over in my head, I feel his hand twitch ever so slightly. Then a strange pulling sensation hits me as my vision starts to fade. Brooklyn grabs my arm. “Jen, are you okay?”

      For a moment my headache vanishes and I have a feeling of euphoria. Then the room goes dark. Off in the distance I hear Eshe say, “Brooklyn, get her to the doctor now!”
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      It feels like a punishment to be sitting in the doctor’s examining room instead of by Ainsley’s side, but I’ve learned Brooklyn can never say no to Eshe. My legs dangle from the examining table while Brooklyn sits comfortably reading the latest People magazine in the corner. A knock comes at the door and a pretty blonde enters. She holds out her hand, “Hello, I’m Doctor Pearson. I understand you have a head injury.”

      I run my hand along the bump that’s forming on the back of my head. “Yeah, right here.”

      She gently examines the area. “That’s quite the contusion you have there. Are you having any problems with your vision? How about a headache?”

      “My head hurts but I think it’s getting better. When I first woke up my vision was blurry, but it’s fine now.”

      “So you were unconscious?”

      “Yes, I don’t know for how long though.”

      She runs a little flashlight across my field of vision, and then lets it linger for a few seconds in front of each eye. “Your pupil reaction time is a bit delayed, but within normal range.”

      I hop off the table. “Great, thanks for taking a look.”

      The doctor blocks my path. “Not so fast. I still need to check a few more things.”

      I reluctantly ease back up on to the examining table. “Okay, so do I need to go get an x-ray?”

      “That won’t be necessary.” She stretches her fingers one by one. “I have something far more accurate.” Her hands roam all around my head, and down across my chest. The whole time she stares straight ahead with a blank expression in her eyes like she’s in a trance. She moves over to her computer station and jots a few notes down. “You’re a lucky girl. Your body is healing quickly after the initial trauma.”

      Interesting, could that be a side benefit of being able to shift?

      “You can tell that from your hands?”

      Brooklyn looks up from the magazine. “Of course, Doc Pearson is special.”

      I flash on the skills of the mutants in the X-Men movies. “That is an amazing gift.”

      Doctor Pearson smiles. “Thank you. It’s a privilege to use my power to help people.”

      “I’m glad Eshe told me to come to you. I was a bit worried; I’ve never passed out before. It was pretty scary.”

      “That wasn’t because of the head trauma. One of your lungs showed signs of a momentary collapse.”

      Her hands must be like a MRI. “Wow, I had no idea. No wonder it took awhile for my breathing to get back to normal.”

      The doctor waves a light in front of my eyes one more time. “You are displaying symptoms of a concussion. I’d like you to stay with Brooklyn for a few hours.” She hands me a booklet about brain injury. “I don’t expect you to experience any serious side effects. It’s just to be on the safe side, all right?”

      Brooklyn helps me off the examining table. “No problemo, doc. I’ll keep her entertained.”

      The doctor laughs. “I bet you will.”
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      Brooklyn does her best to distract me with her latest dating exploits with a series of guys, but all I can think about is Ainsley fighting for his life back at the penthouse. “Do you think your mother can save him?”

      She reaches over and takes my hand. “Mom has a long history of pulling off miracles.”

      It’s such a sweet thing for her to say to cheer me up. I squeeze her hand. “Thanks. I have faith in her. She’s a powerful witch.”

      “Mom is one the top five on the list of high priestesses in America.”

      “What? You’re kidding, right?”

      “Nope.” Brooklyn jumps off the bed and heads straight for her desk. She returns with a magazine. “Check out page eight.”

      I flip through the pages of “Witchcraft Monthly” and there, on page eight, is the list. Eshe is number two in the nation. “Wow, impressive. Your mom is so powerful I can’t imagine the skills the number one high priestess must have.”

      She grabs the magazine from my hands. “That B word is so full of herself. My mom is way classier than her—and more powerful, but she’s got the judges on her side. The choice is political.”

      “Really? How am I ever going to learn everything I need to know about the paranormal world?”

      Brooklyn gives me a smile. “I think with a witch BFF, a vamp boyfriend, a coven full of new friends, including a wizard, you should catch on quick.”

      My gut churns wondering if I’ll have a vampire boyfriend for much longer.  “It’s true, I’ve learned a ton in a couple of weeks. But I feel like everyday I find out something else I didn’t know—like Doctor Pearson’s magic hands. ”

      “The paranormal arts have been around since the beginning of time. I was born into it and I still know so little.”

      Brooklyn is the best friend ever. She’s always trying to make me feel a part of her world. But I still feel like an outsider looking in. “Right. Sorry I just feel so helpless.”

      The sound of a crow screeching fills the room. “What the H?”

      “It’s a text from Mom.” Brooklyn looks down at her phone. “Hold on.”

      “My head feels like it is going to explode. I need some good news.”

      Brooklyn finishes reading the message, but she remains silent.

      I punch her in the arm. “Come on, what does she say? Is Ainsley going to make it?”

      Brooklyn looks into my eyes and I don't need her to say anything. The answer is no.
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