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About the same time, Stefanie Countryman
L  was looking for a jumping spider to send on a
- space mission. Scientists hypothesized, or
predicted, that jumping spiders would not be
able to hunt in the microgravity of the ,
International Space Station. On Earth, a spider
would jump to catch its food and then land
on the ground. On the International Space
Station, however, there is little gravity to pull

them back down. Instead, the spider would
just float.
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he egg sac arrived at Stefanie’s office in

Boulder; Colorado on a Friday afternoon

" in February, 2012.The package included

a bag of fruit fly larvae for the spiderlings

_ to eat. Stefanie placed the spider egg sac

i and the open bag of fruit fly larvae into a
covered box for the weekend. On
Monday morning, Stefanie was horrified. o
Dozens of tiny spiderlings just the size ofadmﬁ:
a pinhead had hatched. iy
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Early in 2012, in a greenhouse near
Yarnell, Arizona, a Johnson jumping
spider laid an egg sac.






OEBPS/images/4.jpg





OEBPS/images/9.jpg
Spider’s Habitat (approximately life size)
A Water Chamber

B. Fruit Fly Chambers

C. Indented Areas for Spider to Hide
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One day, Stefanie had to choose a

spider for the space mission. She

chose the largest female spider

because her red abdomen was

easy to see.She was also the

most active spider. They named

her Nefertiti after an ancient

Egyptian queen. Before the

experiment could fly on the

International Space Station,

the spider had to be tested in her

special habitat, or home.

The spider’s home measured

6” wide x 5” high x 3” deep, about
the size of a man’s hand.The

5 . spider habitat had a chamber for
. o 4 ~ water. Other chambers held fruit
flies, which Nefertiti would hunt
and eat for her 100 days in space.






