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Chapter 242: Three Years Later

​Three years had passed since the death of Ko-kaminari, the Son of Thunder, at the hands of Kibo, the Protector of the North. The Earth was in a state of peace; the fields and mountains had turned green once more. The ground had stopped trembling, and the only vibrations occasionally heard were when the Protectors went to train in the remote mountains. In a distant corner of Japan, Yūkan and Kõkeisha lived with their small three-year-old son. During the war against the Son of Thunder, she had become pregnant, and Hiroshi had gifted them a massive palace. There they were, playing with little Kokyu, a potential warrior of the future just like his parents.
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Chapter 242-1: In a Possible Future

​Twenty-three years in the future. In this future, there was peace; grave threats like Raijin and the Son of Thunder, Ko-kaminari, no longer existed. In that distant place in Japan, Kokyu was the guardian of those lands; his parents had trained him rigorously and taught him all their techniques. Kõkeisha only waited for the moment when her son would become the bearer of her sword. The only threat in this future was a group of descendants of the Uragirimono, who were only a minority but were causing damage to the city, seeking revenge for the deaths of their parents. Seeing that Kokyu was a leader of the new generation, they settled there to steal and wage war against him.

​In this same possible future, Kokyu, the son of Yūkan and Kõkeisha, was running barefoot under the rain, pursuing a 

descendant of the Uragirimono who had robbed a store and injured several innocent people. As he ran, the sound of splashing puddles followed every step; the samurai being pursued heard his footsteps and hid behind the trees to surprise and kill him upon his arrival.
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Chapter 243: Under the Rain

​While the samurai was hidden among the trees, Kokyu stopped because he had heard his breathing from a distance. "It seems this cursed samurai doesn't know who my parents are. He doesn't know they fought demons and beasts until they were dead, and that the blood of two powerful warriors now runs through my veins. Does he think he can trap me in his game?" Having said these words, he grabbed a stone and threw it across a puddle; the sound mimicked his running. The cursed samurai lunged from the 

trees to attack, but saw no one. From behind him, a voice whispered: "Were you looking for me?"

​The samurai looked at him and asked: "How did you do it? How are you so fast?" Kokyu replied: "You are coming with me. You will return everything you stole and you will be imprisoned." The man said: "I will never do that; I prefer to die before humiliating myself in such a way." He raised his sword and declared: "I will kill you, descendant of my father's murderers." His sword was razor-sharp, capable of splitting anyone in two. He charged at Kokyu, but Kokyu stood firm without blinking. In the split second before the strike, Kokyu unsheathed his sword and delivered a frontal slash, sending the samurai to the ground. Kokyu told him: "You are a descendant of those cursed traitors, and you are a bastard," before plunging his sword into his chest, killing him instantly. He quickly went to the village and returned what had been stolen; the people thanked him and allowed him to stay the night in one of the houses until the storm passed.

​[image: image1769807143089.png]

Chapter 244: The Fukushū

​The next day, Kokyu woke up very early and the storm had ceased. He said goodbye to the people who sheltered him, and they thanked him once more. He departed and reached his home, but upon arrival, he noticed something strange: the doors had been forced open and a bizarre energy filled the air.

​Upon entering, he was met by the Fukushū; they were all there, seeking revenge for their fallen companion. When they attacked, he dodged their blows rapidly. Though they were many, he managed to kill two of them quickly. However, one managed to land a powerful kick to his chest that sent him flying outside. As he struggled to get up, another slashed his arm with a sword.

​Kokyu stepped back, concentrated his Ki into his blade, and managed to split his sword in two using his mother’s Mirror Technique and the vibration technique of his father’s sword; he now held two swords instead of one. When the Fukushū saw this, they were terrified: "Now you use witchcraft! Even with sorcery, we will kill you, you wretch!" Kokyu swung his twin blades with lightning speed, cutting them all down easily. The last survivor threw his sword at Kokyu; he deflected it with one of his blades, sending it high into the air, and delivered a kick to the last Fukushū's face, sending him reeling. Kokyu continued on his way, and as the last Fukushū tried to stand, the sword Kokyu had struck fell from the sky, piercing the back of the final survivor.

​He walked away happy to have eliminated that plague, but along the way, he noticed something strange: people passing 

near him vanished as if they had never existed. Massive palaces transformed into ruins decades old. When he went to visit his parents, they were gone; no Protector of the Earth existed, not even Hiroshi. Everything around him began to shift; it was as if he were the only person witnessing the temporal changes. He realized that something had happened in the past that changed everything. He closed his eyes and, thanks to the ability inherited from his parents, he connected his mind to the past. He saw an enemy that looked like a shadow surrounded by lightning, disintegrating the world. He saw the exact day the world would be destroyed: twenty-three years ago, when he was still a three-year-old child.

​His body began to feel the temporal shifts; he looked at his hand and it began to turn transparent. He could see right through it. He thought, almost without strength: "The only way to fix everything is in the past... to warn them all to prepare and save the Universe.”
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Chapter 245: The Message from the Future

​Kokyu used the Mirror Technique and the Vibration Technique to communicate with his parents in the past. He managed to project his mind and connect with both parents simultaneously, speaking to them: "Parents, it is I, Kokyu, your son. I am twenty-three years in the future, but something has changed, and today I will cease to exist along with this world.
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From today, in your time, you only have six months to prepare for a great threat that will destroy the entire universe; nothing will remain, not even Hiroshi or the other Protectors. You must eliminate the next enemy, who is more powerful than Raijin and Ko-kaminari combined. If you do not train and increase your power, everyone will die. You must warn everyone... there is no time... only six months exactly... Ahhhh!"

​With that, he was erased from existence. Yūkan and Kõkeisha woke up at the same time and saw their son lying with them. They looked at each other and asked: "Did you 

see it too?" They were bewildered, barely able to speak. When they rose, they did so with a loud cry that woke everyone. Kõkeisha said to Yūkan: "That was no dream; that was a vision of a possible future we must avoid."

​Kõkeisha didn't know how to contact Hiroshi, so she let out a scream so powerful it shook the heavens. The Ancient Gods and Hiroshi heard her. Hiroshi contacted them: "Kõkeisha, what has happened? Your screams have shaken
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