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    At the crossroads of ambition and legitimacy, a young Norman duke must transform precarious birthright into unquestioned authority. Jacob Abbott’s William the Conqueror is a narrative history and biographical study that follows the future ruler through the volatile world of eleventh-century Normandy and across the Channel to England. Written in the mid-nineteenth century as part of Abbott’s Makers of History series, the book reflects a popular educational approach to the past, designed for general readers. Its focus on character, cause, and consequence frames medieval events in terms that remain clear without technical jargon, offering an accessible entry into a decisive era of European political formation.

Abbott begins with William’s precarious childhood and the hazards of minority rule in a feudal society where castles, kinship, and competing lords set the terms of survival. The book traces how early trials, tutors, and guardians shape a leader’s habits of judgment, discipline, and endurance. Readers follow the young duke as his influence widens, his alliances harden, and his claim to wider dominion gathers definition. The reading experience is steady and lucid: scenes are briskly sketched, episodes are arranged for cumulative effect, and background explanations appear where needed, keeping the pace purposeful while maintaining historical orientation.

The voice is instructive yet unpretentious, revealing a nineteenth-century commitment to moral clarity alongside explanatory storytelling. Abbott distills material from medieval chronicles into coherent episodes, smoothing archaic details for a broad audience without sacrificing the sense of distance that the period demands. He emphasizes motives and choices, using concise portraits of nobles, churchmen, and rivals to show how personal character interacts with structural forces. The tone is formally composed and sometimes didactic, but it remains vivid in its depiction of real dangers, sudden reversals, and hard-won consolidations, cultivating a steady curiosity about how one leader navigates a perilous political landscape.

Key themes emerge early: the problem of legitimacy in a world where inheritance, oath-taking, and ecclesiastical endorsement carry immediate consequences; the tension between law and force when regional barons resist centralized control; and the uses of reputation as an instrument of policy. Abbott shows how order is negotiated through ceremony, counsel, and calculated displays of resolve. He also underlines the costs of rule, from the discipline necessary to manage vassals to the moral burdens of command. These themes frame the story as more than battlefield chronicles, locating authority in a complex exchange between custom, persuasion, and power.

As the narrative advances, the book studies the arts of preparation: building alliances, securing resources, and crafting political messages that bind disparate interests. William’s leadership appears in decisions that favor patience over impulse, method over bravado. The text illuminates logistics and governance as much as martial prowess, with attention to fortifications, councils, and systems of accountability. Even when conflict looms, Abbott keeps his focus on causes and strategies rather than sensational detail, preserving a measured view of risk and consequence. The result is a portrait of statecraft developing through trial, adjustment, and an unwavering sense of purpose.

For contemporary readers, the book matters because it models how institutions are constructed under pressure and how claims to rule are justified to both friends and rivals. Abbott’s nineteenth-century lens invites reflection on the making of historical memory: what is emphasized, what is simplified, and how narratives legitimize political outcomes. The story’s concerns—migration and defense, cultural encounter across the Channel, the interplay of law, faith, and force—speak to enduring questions of sovereignty and identity. Without reducing complexity, the account suggests how formative events can reshape language, landholding, and governance for generations.

Approached today, William the Conqueror offers a clear, spoiler-safe path into the stakes of the Norman world, from the perils of a youthful dukedom to the mounting pressures that lead toward a bid for England’s crown. Expect polished, period prose, a calm explanatory voice, and a steady accumulation of insight rather than dramatic flourish. Abbott guides readers through motives and mechanisms, inviting them to consider how personal resolve intersects with institutional change. As an introduction to medieval politics and to nineteenth-century popular historiography, the book remains a valuable gateway, sharpening questions that continue to animate discussions of leadership, law, and national transformation.
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    Jacob Abbott’s William the Conqueror, a volume in his Makers of History series, presents a clear, chronological life of the Norman duke who reshaped England and Western Europe. Abbott situates William’s story within feudal institutions, explaining how lineage, vassalage, and castle warfare defined power. He introduces William’s birth in Normandy to a ducal father and a mother outside formal marriage, a circumstance that sharpened early challenges to legitimacy. From the outset, the book emphasizes practical qualities—discipline, endurance, and political shrewdness—over romantic flourish, framing the narrative as an examination of how a determined ruler navigated turbulent customs to claim and hold authority.

Abbott recounts how William became Duke of Normandy while still a child, after his father’s death on pilgrimage, triggering factional struggles among ambitious nobles. The boy’s guardians faced assassinations and mutinies, and William himself narrowly escaped dangers that revealed the instability of a great fief. With intermittent aid from the French crown and loyal Norman households, he learned to harden his rule, mastering riding, arms, and the austere habits favored by his province. The biography highlights the formative effect of these trials: order had to be imposed, and mercy calibrated, if Normandy—wealthy yet fractious—was to acknowledge the authority of its young sovereign.

As William came of age, the narrative turns to his consolidation of Normandy. Abbott describes campaigns against rebellious barons, sieges of strongholds, and the strategic building or strengthening of castles to anchor obedience. Lawless magnates were subdued, while loyal service was rewarded, binding the duchy with personal ties and practical incentives. Relations with churchmen were cultivated for counsel and legitimacy, yet the duke preserved independence in appointments and revenues. Throughout, the book underscores the blend of calculated severity and administrative care that stabilized the province, presenting Normandy as a disciplined power whose resources and reputation grew under its resolute master.

Abbott next explores William’s diplomacy beyond Normandy. Marriage to Matilda of Flanders forged a valuable alliance and brought experienced counsel into his household. The account links Norman fortunes to wider rivalries in France and the Low Countries, showing how border wars and negotiated truces extended the duke’s influence. Crucially, Abbott traces the web of connections to England, where kinship, patronage, and clerical ties gave William a hearing at the court of Edward the Confessor. Norman administrators and churchmen already had a presence across the Channel, and the book carefully prepares the reader for a succession crisis that would test every feudal bond.

William’s claim to the English throne, as presented by Norman sources, provides the hinge of Abbott’s story. The narrative sets out Edward’s supposed designation, the contested oath attributed to Harold, and the political calculus that followed Edward’s death. Seeking moral sanction as well as soldiers, William obtained ecclesiastical backing and rallied knights with promises of land and honor. Abbott dwells on logistics: shipbuilding, provisioning, and strict camp discipline that prevented disorder from ruining the enterprise. When conditions favored a crossing, the expedition embarked, established a fortified foothold on English soil, and maneuvered deliberately toward a confrontation that would decide the realm’s future.

The climactic engagement is narrated in martial detail—standards raised, infantry braced, cavalry wheeling—yet Abbott avoids sensationalism, stressing training, cohesion, and leadership. He follows the aftermath through measured advances, local submissions, and a solemn coronation that sought to convert victory into lawful rule. Resistance persisted in multiple regions, prompting campaigns that combined force with a program of fortifications and feudal land-tenures to secure the new order. The church’s reorganization reinforced authority while tempering abuses. Without lingering on dramatic flourishes, the book presents conquest as an arduous administrative task, requiring vigilance against unrest and the imposition of routines that bound the kingdom together.

In closing chapters, Abbott portrays the burdens of sovereignty: border conflicts with neighboring princes, tensions within the ruling family, and the relentless demands of revenue and justice. He describes efforts to catalog resources and regularize obligations, measures that deepened control but exposed limits of power. William’s final campaigns, death, and burial are depicted with sober attention to circumstance and character, avoiding hagiography. The work’s broader resonance lies in its portrait of state formation at the intersection of force, law, and belief. By tracing cause and consequence plainly, Abbott shows how one ruler’s disciplined will reshaped institutions whose influence endured long after his reign.
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    The narrative unfolds in the turbulent North Sea world of the eleventh century, when Anglo-Saxon England and ducal Normandy faced each other across a narrow channel yet belonged to distinct political orders. England was a Christian kingdom organized through shires and hundreds, with royal courts, written law codes, and a landholding elite meeting in the Witan. Normandy, a vassal duchy within Capetian France, operated under a martial aristocracy bound by oaths and castle power. Continental churchmen, monastic reform, and expanding trade tied the regions together, creating a setting in which dynastic claims, maritime mobility, and feudal practices could decisively redirect sovereignty.

Normandy’s ruling house traced its origin to Viking settlers who accepted baptism and Frankish overlordship after the treaty of Saint-Clair-sur-Epte in 911. Over generations they adopted the French language, patronized monasteries, and built a disciplined ducal administration. Ducal revenues, alliances with neighboring powers in Brittany and Maine, and a cadre of mounted knights gave Norman rulers military and political leverage unusual for a French principality. Ecclesiastical schools and monastic scriptoria made the duchy literate and record-keeping, while stone churches and motte-and-bailey fortifications signaled wealth and control. This combination of piety, pragmatism, and organized force formed the institutional milieu of William’s rise.

Across the Channel, England had emerged from earlier Scandinavian incursions into a consolidated realm. The reigns of Edgar, Cnut, and later Edward the Confessor affirmed royal authority through coinage, shire courts, and a professional household guard of housecarls, complemented by the local fyrd levy. Powerful earls, notably the Godwin family, dominated regional politics yet worked within the Witan’s counsel and consent. The church, centered at Canterbury and York, maintained close ties to reforming currents on the Continent. These institutions and rivalries produced a kingdom both administratively sophisticated and vulnerable to a succession dispute when Edward died without a direct heir in 1066.

Edward’s death triggered competing, historically attested claims. Harold Godwinson was chosen and crowned with Witan support. William, duke of Normandy, asserted a prior designation and oath-based promises, framing his case to European opinion. Harald Hardrada of Norway advanced a separate dynastic claim, leading to near-simultaneous threats from north and south. Papal reformers, favoring orderly succession and church discipline, lent William symbolic backing, reportedly including a banner from Pope Alexander II. The Bayeux Tapestry, an eleventh-century embroidery commonly linked to Norman circles, visually narrates these claims and preparations, reflecting how law, oath, and ecclesiastical endorsement influenced views of legitimate rule.

In 1066 the contest culminated in a decisive confrontation at Hastings, where Norman cavalry and archers met an English force anchored by a shield wall of housecarls and levies. Victory opened the way to a transfer of authority, but consolidation demanded more than a single battle. Norman leaders secured key routes, founded or reinforced castles, and required oaths from surviving elites. Resistance flared in several regions, prompting campaigns and garrisoning. Maritime logistics kept communications with Normandy, ensuring reinforcements and supplies. These actions—typical of eleventh-century statecraft—provided the framework by which a ducal claimant converted military success into durable kingship.

Norman rule reshaped landholding and governance while retaining useful English practices. Vast estates were redistributed to Norman lords, yet shire and hundred courts, royal writs, and the geld tax continued. The Domesday survey of 1086 assessed land, rights, and revenues with unusual thoroughness for the age. To regularize authority, great men swore direct fealty to the king at Salisbury in 1086. The church was reorganized under Archbishop Lanfranc, dioceses were aligned more closely with continental norms, and ecclesiastical courts were distinguished from secular ones. Royal forest law expanded, notably in Hampshire’s New Forest, reflecting the extension of centralized jurisdiction and resources.

William’s realm straddled the Channel, creating a polity answerable as a vassal to the Capetian king in Normandy while sovereign in England. Continental pressures in Maine, Anjou, and Brittany, together with French royal oversight, continually shaped policy. The papal reform movement—associated with Alexander II and Gregory VII—sought clerical discipline and clearer boundaries between spiritual and secular authority. William accepted certain reforms yet maintained control over episcopal appointments and limited papal interventions in his kingdom. This balancing of homage, independence, and ecclesiastical cooperation illustrates the practical constraints of medieval rulership and informs the institutional backdrop against which narratives of conquest are set.

Jacob Abbott, a nineteenth-century American educator and prolific author, wrote the Makers of History series between 1848 and 1860 for a broad youth audience. His volume on William the Conqueror presents events recorded in established chronicles and artifacts—such as the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, Norman narrative sources, and the Bayeux Tapestry—that structure modern knowledge of the period. Abbott’s plain style, moral framing, and emphasis on character reflect Victorian-era didactic history, presenting conquest as a study in leadership, order, and law. By highlighting institutions, oaths, and ecclesiastical sanction, the work mirrors contemporary interests in nation-building and governance while popularizing verifiable medieval evidence for general readers.
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In selecting the subjects for the successive volumes of this series, it has been the object of the author to look for the names of those great personages whose histories constitute useful, and not merely entertaining, knowledge. There are certain names which are familiar, as names, to all mankind; and every person who seeks for any degree of mental cultivation, feels desirous of informing himself of the leading outlines of their history, that he may know, in brief, what it was in their characters or their doings which has given them so widely-extended a fame. This knowledge, which it seems incumbent on every one to obtain in respect to such personages as Hannibal, Alexander, Cæsar, Cleopatra, Darius, Xerxes, Alfred, William the Conqueror, Queen Elizabeth, and Mary Queen of Scots, it is the design and object of these volumes to communicate, in a faithful, and, at the same time, if possible, in an attractive manner. Consequently, great historical names alone are selected; and it has been the writer's aim to present the prominent and leading traits in their characters, and all the important events in their lives, in a bold and free manner, and yet in the plain and simple language which is so obviously required in works which aim at permanent and practical usefulness.
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The Norman Conquest[1].

Claim of William to the throne.

The right of the strongest[1q].

One of those great events in English history, which occur at distant intervals, and form, respectively, a sort of bound or landmark, to which all other events, preceding or following them for centuries, are referred, is what is called the Norman Conquest. The Norman Conquest was, in fact, the accession of William, duke of Normandy, to the English throne. This accession was not altogether a matter of military force, for William claimed a right to the throne, which, if not altogether perfect, was, as he maintained, at any rate superior to that of the prince against whom he contended. The rightfulness of his claim was, however, a matter of little consequence, except so far as the moral influence of it aided him in gaining possession. The right to rule was, in those days, rather more openly and nakedly, though not much more really, than it is now, the right of the strongest.

Map of Normandy.

Normandy, William's native land, is a very rich and beautiful province in the north of France. The following map shows its situation:

[image: Map of England and part of France, showing the situation of Normandy.] Map of England and part of France, showing the situation of Normandy.


The English Channel.

Nature of the French coast.

Nature of the English coast.

It lies, as will be seen upon the map, on the coast of France, adjoining the English Channel. The Channel is here irregular in form, but may be, perhaps, on the average, one hundred miles wide. The line of coast on the southern side of the Channel, which forms, of course, the northern border of Normandy, is a range of cliffs, which are almost perpendicular toward the sea, and which frown forbiddingly upon every ship that sails along the shore. Here and there, it is true, a river opens a passage for itself among these cliffs from the interior, and these river mouths would form harbors into which ships might enter from the offing, were it not that the northwestern winds prevail so generally, and drive such a continual swell of rolling surges in upon the shore, that they choke up all these estuary openings, as well as every natural indentation of the land, with shoals and bars of sand and shingle. The reverse is the case with the northern, or English shore of this famous channel. There the harbors formed by the mouths of the rivers, or by the sinuosities of the shore, are open and accessible, and at the same time sheltered from the winds and the sea. Thus, while the northern or English shore has been, for many centuries, all the time enticing the seaman in and out over the calm, deep, and sheltered waters which there penetrate the land, the southern side has been an almost impassable barrier, consisting of a long line of frowning cliffs, with every opening through it choked with shoals and sand-banks, and guarded by the rolling and tumbling of surges which scarcely ever rest.

Northmen and Danes.

Character of the Northmen.

Their descendants.

It is in a great measure owing to these great physical differences between the two shores, that the people who live upon the one side, though of the same stock and origin with those who live upon the other, have become so vastly superior to them in respect to naval exploits and power. They are really of the same stock and origin, since both England and the northern part of France were overrun and settled by what is called the Scandinavian race, that is, people from Norway, Denmark, and other countries on the Baltic. These people were called the Northmen in the histories of those times. Those who landed in England are generally termed Danes, though but a small portion of them came really from Denmark. They were all, however, of the same parent stock, and possessed the same qualities of courage, energy, and fearless love of adventure and of danger which distinguish their descendants at the present day. They came down in those early times in great military hordes, and in fleets of piratical ships, through the German Ocean and the various British seas, braving every hardship and every imaginable danger, to find new regions to dwell in, more genial, and fertile, and rich than their own native northern climes. In these days they evince the same energy, and endure equal privations and hardships, in hunting whales in the Pacific Ocean; in overrunning India, and seizing its sources of wealth and power; or in sallying forth, whole fleets of adventurers at a time, to go more than half round the globe, to dig for gold in California. The times and circumstances have changed, but the race and spirit are the same.

The Dukes of Normandy.

Normandy takes its name from the Northmen. It was the province of France which the Northmen made peculiarly their own. They gained access to it from the sea by the River Seine, which, as will be seen from the map, flows, as it were, through the heart of the country. The lower part of this river, and the sea around its mouth, are much choked up with sand and gravel, which the waves have been for ages washing in. Their incessant industry would result in closing up the passage entirely, were it not that the waters of the river must have an outlet; and thus the current, setting outward, wages perpetual war with the surf and surges which are continually breaking in. The expeditions of the Northmen, however, found their way through all these obstructions. They ascended the river with their ships, and finally gained a permanent settlement in the country. They had occupied the country for some centuries at the time when our story begins—the province being governed by a line of princes—almost, if not quite, independent sovereigns—called the Dukes of Normandy.

The first duke, Rollo.

The first Duke of Normandy, and the founder of the line—the chieftain who originally invaded and conquered the country—was a wild and half-savage hero from the north, named Rollo. He is often, in history, called Rollo the Dane[2]. Norway was his native land. He was a chieftain by birth there, and, being of a wild and adventurous disposition, he collected a band of followers, and committed with them so many piracies and robberies, that at length the king of the country expelled him.

History of Rollo.

Rollo seems not to have considered this banishment as any very great calamity, since, far from interrupting his career of piracy and plunder, it only widened the field on which he was to pursue it. He accordingly increased the equipment and the force of his fleet, enlisted more followers, and set sail across the northern part of the German Ocean toward the British shores.

His rendezvous on the Scottish coast.

Expedition of Rollo.

Off the northwestern coast of Scotland there are some groups of mountainous and gloomy islands, which have been, in many different periods of the world, the refuge of fugitives and outlaws. Rollo made these islands his rendezvous now; and he found collected there many other similar spirits, who had fled to these lonely retreats, some on account of political disturbances in which they had become involved, and some on account of their crimes. Rollo's impetuous, ardent, and self-confident character inspired them with new energy and zeal. They gathered around him as their leader. Finding his strength thus increasing, he formed a scheme of concentrating all the force that he could command, so as to organize a grand expedition to proceed to the southward, and endeavor to find some pleasant country which they could seize and settle upon, and make their own. The desperate adventurers around him were ready enough to enter into this scheme. The fleet was refitted, provisioned, and equipped. The expedition was organized, arms and munitions of war provided, and when all was ready they set sail. They had no definite plan in respect to the place of their destination, their intention being to make themselves a home on the first favorable spot that they should find.

His descent upon Flanders.

Difficulties encountered.

They moved southward, cruising at first along the coast of Scotland, and then of England. They made several fruitless attempts to land on the English shores, but were every where repulsed. The time when these events took place was during the reign of Alfred the Great. Through Alfred's wise and efficient measures the whole of his frontier had been put into a perfect state of defense, and Rollo found that there was no hope for him there. He accordingly moved on toward the Straits of Dover; but, before passing them, he made a descent upon the coast of Flanders. Here there was a country named Hainault. It was governed by a potentate called the Count of Hainault. Rollo made war upon him, defeated him in battle, took him prisoner, and then compelled the countess his wife to raise and pay him an immense sum for his ransom. Thus he replenished his treasury by an exploit which was considered in those days very great and glorious. To perpetrate such a deed now, unless it were on a very great scale, would be to incur the universal reprobation of mankind; but Rollo, by doing it then, not only enriched his coffers, but acquired a very extended and honorable fame.

Rollo passes the Straits of Dover.

For some reason or other, Rollo did not attempt to take permanent possession of Hainault, but, after receiving his ransom money, and replenishing his ammunition and stores, he sailed away with his fleet, and, turning westward, he passed through the Straits of Dover, and cruised along the coast of France. He found that the country on the French side of the channel, though equally rich and beautiful with the opposite shore, was in a very different state of defense. He entered the mouth of the Seine. He was embarrassed at first by the difficulties of the navigation in entering the river; but as there was no efficient enemy to oppose him, he soon triumphed over these difficulties, and, once fairly in the river, he found no difficulty in ascending to Rouen.[A]

Charles the Simple[3].

In the mean time, the King of France, whose name was Charles, and who is generally designated in history as Charles the Simple, began to collect an army to meet the invader. Rollo, however, had made himself master of Rouen before Charles was able to offer him any effectual opposition. Rouen was already a strong place, but Rollo made it stronger. He enlarged and repaired the fortifications, built store-houses, established a garrison, and, in a word, made all the arrangements requisite for securing an impregnable position for himself and his army.

Defeated by Rollo.

A long and obstinate war followed between Rollo and Charles, Rollo being almost uniformly victorious in the combats that took place. Rollo became more and more proud and imperious in proportion to his success. He drove the French king from port to port, and from field to field, until he made himself master of a large part of the north of France, over which he gradually established a regular government of his own. Charles struggled in vain to resist these encroachments. Rollo continually defeated him; and finally he shut him up and besieged him in Paris itself. At length Charles was compelled to enter into negotiations for peace. Rollo demanded that the large and rich tract on both sides of the Seine, next the sea—the same, in fact, that now constitutes Normandy—should be ceded to him and his followers for their permanent possession. Charles was extremely unwilling thus to alienate a part of his kingdom. He would not consent to cede it absolutely and entirely, so as to make it an independent realm. It should be a dukedom, and not a separate kingdom, so that it might continue still a part of his own royal domains—Rollo to reign over it as a duke, and to acknowledge a general allegiance to the French king. Rollo agreed to this. The war had been now protracted so long that he began himself to desire repose. It was more than thirty years since the time of his landing.

Treaty of peace.

Its conditions.

The three ceremonies.

Charles had a daughter named Giselle, and it was a part of the treaty of peace that she should become Rollo's wife. He also agreed to become a Christian. Thus there were, in the execution of the treaty, three ceremonies to be performed. First, Rollo was to do homage, as it was called, for his duchy; for it was the custom in those days for subordinate princes, who held their possessions of some higher and more strictly sovereign power, to perform certain ceremonies in the presence of their superior lord, which was called doing homage. These ceremonies were of various kinds in different countries, though they were all intended to express the submission of the dependent prince to the superior authority and power of the higher potentate of whom he held his lands. This act of homage was therefore to be performed, and next to the homage was to come the baptism, and after the baptism, the marriage.

Rollo's pride.

When, however, the time came for the performance of the first of these ceremonies, and all the great chieftains and potentates of the respective armies were assembled to witness it, Rollo, it was found, would not submit to what the customs of the French monarchy required. He ought to kneel before the king, and put his hands, clasped together, between the king's hands, in token of submission, and then to kiss his foot, which was covered with an elegantly fashioned slipper on such occasions. Rollo would do all except the last; but that, no remonstrances, urgencies, or persuasions would induce him to consent to.

And yet it was not a very unusual sign or token of political subordination to sovereign power in those days. The pope had exacted it even of an emperor a hundred years before; and it is continued by that dignitary to the present day, on certain state occasions; though in the case of the pope, there is embroidered on the slipper which the kneeling suppliant kisses, a cross, so that he who humbles himself to this ceremony may consider, if he pleases, that it is that sacred symbol of the divine Redeemer's sufferings and death that he so reverently kisses, and not the human foot by which it is covered.

Kissing the king's foot.

Rollo could not be made to consent, himself, to kiss King Charles's foot; and, finally, the difficulty was compromised by his agreeing to do it by proxy. He ordered one of his courtiers to perform that part of the ceremony. The courtier obeyed, but when he came to lift the foot, he did it so rudely and lifted it so high as to turn the monarch over off his seat. This made a laugh, but Rollo was too powerful for Charles to think of resenting it.

The baptism and marriage.

Rollo's peaceful and prosperous reign.

A few days after this Rollo was baptized in the cathedral church at Rouen, with great pomp and parade; and then, on the following week, he was married to Giselle. The din of war in which he had lived for more than thirty years was now changed into festivities and rejoicings. He took full and peaceable possession of his dukedom, and governed it for the remainder of his days with great wisdom, and lived in great prosperity. He made it, in fact, one of the richest and most prosperous realms in Europe, and laid the foundations of still higher degrees of greatness and power, which were gradually developed after his death. And this was the origin of Normandy[2q].

Description of Normandy.

Scenery.

Hamlets.

Chateaux.

Peasantry.

Public roads.

It appears thus that this part of France was seized by Rollo and his Northmen partly because it was nearest at hand to them, being accessible from the English Channel through the River Seine, and partly on account of its exceeding richness and fertility. It has been famous in every age as the garden of France, and travelers at the present day gaze upon its picturesque and beautiful scenery with the highest admiration and pleasure. And yet the scenes which are there presented to the view are wholly unlike those which constitute picturesque and beautiful rural scenery in England and America. In Normandy, the land is not inclosed. No hedges, fences, or walls break the continuity of the surface, but vast tracts spread in every direction, divided into plots and squares, of various sizes and forms, by the varieties of cultivation, like a vast carpet of an irregular tesselated pattern, and varied in the color by a thousand hues of brown and green. Here and there vast forests extend, where countless thousands of trees, though ancient and venerable in form, stand in rows, mathematically arranged, as they were planted centuries ago. These are royal demesnes, and hunting grounds, and parks connected with the country palaces of the kings or the chateaux of the ancient nobility. The cultivators of the soil live, not, as in America, in little farm-houses built along the road-sides and dotting the slopes of the hills, but in compact villages, consisting of ancient dwellings of brick or stone, densely packed together along a single street, from which the laborers issue, in picturesque dresses, men and women together, every morning, to go miles, perhaps, to the scene of their daily toil. Except these villages, and the occasional appearance of an ancient chateau, no habitations are seen. The country seems a vast solitude, teeming everywhere, however, with fertility and beauty. The roads which traverse these scenes are magnificent avenues, broad, straight
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