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      “Hello, lovies. Thanks for spending the night with me. You’re on with Vixen and I’m here with an ear for you to confess your sexual prowess.  Tell me all about your longings, yearnings, and desires. We all have our sexual secrets and I’m here for you.

      “Share your experiences and awaken longing, yearning, and desire in others…

      “Here we go… let’s get started with tonight’s caller.

      “Caller, you’re live with The Pothos Chronicles. Tell me your story…”
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      It was a typical night at the hospital. People were flooding the Emergency Room with everything from kitchen accidents to drunken stabbings. Things were busy, but not anything out of the ordinary.

      I’d already been working for six hours and was in desperate need of a few minutes to myself. Glancing at the clock once more when we hit a brief lull, I realized I was way overdue for my union specified break.

      I looked over to the shift supervisor and he nodded at me and said, “Go. No telling how long the calm with last, so go now.”

      Without even responding, I bolted from the floor and headed for the stairs that would take me up to the room I always used to regather my thoughts and clear my head from the blood, gore, despair, and filth that usually comes through here on any given night.

      The room was small. It was a break room of sorts for us. At one time it had been a surgery waiting room for families where doctors and surgeons delivered the news that surgeries hadn’t gone as planned and that people’s loved ones were never walking out of the hospital doors. But, a few years ago, the surgery center switched floors and this room was given to the staff to use when we needed a little more quiet than the cafeteria provided.

      I come here a lot. It’s small and the couches are worn and comfortable. It’s the perfect place to regroup before heading back into whatever chaos the emergency room decides to throw at me.

      Most people ignore it since there are no vending machines or anything in here. It’s just a quiet room with comfortable places to sit. Sitting usually means sleeping here, and breaks are short, few, and far between, so, I usually have the place to myself.

      I need the quiet tonight. I just lost a patient. Not that it’s never happened before, but this one hurt. It was a teenager leaving a party and some drunk asshole in a fancy car ran a stop sign and collided with the kid head on. The kid wasn’t drunk and had no drugs in their system. Just a good kid, trying to get home before curfew and some selfish asshole took everything away from them. The kid never even had a chance. He died before we got him into surgery. And the driver who hit him… he’ll walk out of here with a busted up face and a broken arm. He’ll hire some fancy, expensive lawyer and probably get his hand popped while a grieving family has to learn to live with a piece of themselves gone. Sometimes life just pisses me off.

      I sighed as I laid my head back on the couch and pinched the bridge of my nose. I was probably just breathing for a few minutes when the door cracked open and the voice I hear in my dreams huskily said, “Rough night, Hales?”

      Cracking my eyes open, I peeked at Clay, my fiancé and one of the best orthopedic surgeons on staff here. I nodded and smiled sadly. “Yeah, it’s been rough. We just lost a kid. A drunk ran a stop sign and hit him head on.” I sigh. “He never even saw him coming…”

      Clay stepped into the room and shut the door behind him before leaning back against it and watching me. “I know. I’m going to have to go in and put pins in his arm… The driver.”

      I nodded. “I figured… gotta love this place sometimes. We help everyone… even those who don’t deserve it.”

      He grimaced. “Yeah, but our job is to help those we can when we can. We do all we can and we let everyone else sort out the rest.” He crossed the room and sat beside me. His palm covered my hand and shivers raced over my skin as his thumb lightly caressed my skin. Leaning down, he gently kissed me. My lips slowly slid against his as our breath combined. He leaned back and I smiled at him.

      “Thank you. Your kiss always calms me.”

      His brow wrinkled and he chuckled. “Gee, thanks. That’s what every man wants to hear… that his kiss calms the woman he loves.”

      Slapping his firm shoulder, I laughed. “Stop it. Oh, you fire me up, too. You know what I meant!”

      He laughed and leaned
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