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The nobility of the victor will then become conspicuous and noticeable, when he first magnanimously spares, and then also bestows upon the defeated enemy. The strong man will relish the thought of his own unselfishness, while the defeated will loudly sing him a glory and secretly hate him for the favors bestowed.

two thousand five hundred years ago, the all- victorious king of Babylonia, the persecutor and conqueror of the ancient East, the great Nebuchadnezzar, invaded Jerusalem and destroyed the Temple. He brought some of the Jewish people into his country, and with a broad gesture of the monarch allowed the newcomers to settle wherever they wished, and to do whatever they pleased. The monarch did not oppress the Jewish faith.

In return for the kindness, the settlers paid Nebuchadnezzar and his high dignitaries with vows of love. They say that breaking love vows is not punishable, but did this statement apply to the Babylonian captives? Their love was far from being of a romantic nature!

The forced aliens settled down well in their new place. Skillfully taking advantage of the authority's favor, the clever and intelligent of the newcomers quickly became rich. The sages also contributed to the common cause of prosperity: they explained to themselves and their people why the Jews were living well in Babylonia. The sages taught their co-religionists how to behave properly in exile, and assured the monarch and lesser rulers of the unconditional loyalty of their tribesmen.

The throne of the illustrious Nebuchadnezzar was inherited by his son Belshazzar. The sages were sensitive to fluctuations in material prosperity and sensitive in matters of faith. They noted that the heir was, in their opinion, insufficiently sensitive to the moods and needs of the aliens, and even worse, was neglecting the Jewish holy sanctities. To this day talmudists reproach Belshazzar with these undeniable faults.

***
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One of the best experts on the acts of the new king was the wise Daniel. This Jewish prophet lived at the same time with Belshazzar, was acquainted with him, was received in the palace, accepted the signs of respect from the members of the monarch's family with dignity and without subservience, and silently tolerated the unfriendliness and envy of the court advisers.

Daniel began his career as an investigator in the provincial Babylonian city of Nippur, where his tribesmen were well established and numerous. God knows there was no shortage of offenses, so the young detective never sat idle, but worked passionately and honestly.

Lawbreakers from the Jews, as well as the native Babylonians who were not lagging behind them, their tricks provided plenty of food for the detective's discerning mind. The latter grew steadily in professional skill, improving his intellect and polishing his analytical talent.

Young Daniel did not like to be modest in vain. With good reason, he valued his God-given gift very highly. Daniel was determined to realize the full extent of his extraordinary potential, but he rejected the idea of remaining a detective forever, even if he was a brilliant and widely recognized one. The glory of the spiritual leader of the masses, the ruler of minds and mentor of a generation was attracting him. In other words, he dreamed of becoming a prophet.

God had decided in favor of the gifted Daniel: his dream was destined to come true. Akiva, Daniel's young nephew, assisted God's plan. The clever and ambitious young man gladly accepted his uncle's offer to study detective work. Young enthusiasm, inexhaustible industriousness and natural ingenuity quickly made of a receptive to learning guy first a valuable assistant to the investigator, and soon, and independent detective.

Working together with a young and brainy relative, Daniel soon realized that he had someone to leave in charge of the battle to maintain law and order in Nippur. The successor he had nurtured was the perfect candidate for the nomination. Daniel had no doubt that Akiva would fully replace him in his important position.

Daniel, having obtained the high approval of the capital and local authorities, resigned his position as Nippur's investigator, handed it over to Akiva, and devoted himself entirely to the craft of prophecy.

One of the peculiarities of Daniel's new mission was that, according to Babylonian law, the work of a prophet, unlike that of a detective, was not paid from the treasury. Daniel accepted this specificity with philosophical stoicism. It appears that the ancient Babylonian authorities held the view that in order to achieve the true height of spiritual leadership, a Jewish prophet must be hungry. But the current citizens of the Promised Land can be grateful to God for the decisive change in favor of the Jewish sages.

Avishag, Daniel's spouse, viewed the problem of the family budget with less calmness than her husband. She loved being a detective's wife, for this bread-and-butter position brought wealth to the family. Due to the peculiarities of the female mind, she perceived her husband's turning to prophecy as a catastrophic decline in social status, almost as a disgrace. But in the olden days, when masculine attitudes were so prevalent, did anyone take the opinions of the weaker sex seriously?

As for Daniel's family, the beginning of his marriage to Avishag was marked by the birth of three beautiful children one after the other. To the spouse's dismay, the following years of their life together were not fertile, for God no longer opened Abishag's womb.

The sons grew up successful and followed their father's path, tirelessly learning the teachings of the Almighty. And though none of them took the torch of prophecy from their parents, yet they proved themselves to be blameless righteous men and experts in the word of God.

So the flow of government money stopped. The generous fees from private individuals for successful investigations had also disappeared. Yet Daniel did not become a complete poor man. First, he inherited a nice house from his father. Secondly, as long as he performed a lucrative position as a detective, he greatly expanded the inherited property. Poverty-free, albeit modest start to a prophetic career was assured to him.

Daniel was by no means new to mentoring and prophecy. He had a background in moral teaching, which he had acquired while he was an investigator. There is nothing strange in this fact, for in his spare time from his investigations he not only studied zealously, but also mentored disciples and prophesied. Conquests gained by one's own labor are stronger than ephemeral success obtained through patronage.

Daniel now had an important decision to make: in which city should he preach the laws of God to the youth? Certainly Nippur is spiritually close to him, and the house of learning is nice and pleasant. But it was better for a professional prophet to preach in the main city of the country, or at least in the neighborhood. There was a small yeshiva near the capital Babylon. The rabbi there had become old and weak, and the time had come to replace him. Daniel, full of vigor and energy, went there.

With his wisdom and knowledge, our hero quickly gained the trust and respect of the local community. Wealthy patrons made serious donations, and the yeshiva grew. A two-story building was built, and new promising disciples - the sons of respectable merchants and owners of craft shops - were attracted. However, Daniel tried not to flatter his benefactors and not to accept favors that he could do without.

Daniel sold his Nippur house and orchard to Akiva. Since his nephew was unable to pay the entire price at once, he had to purchase the property in installments. The magnanimous uncle did the generous thing by assigning Akiva a low mortgage interest.

Note that Akiva's success in the detective field, coupled with his frugality, allowed him to pay off the debt early. Daniel did not charge his nephew a penalty for being ahead of schedule. Unfortunately, we, distant descendants, do not know exactly how Avishag, who was concerned about the household budget, felt about her husband's strange action - after all, the family had lost part of the interest! Daniel must have reassured Avishag, saying that future profits are the result of past losses.

The wisdom of the prophet did not go unnoticed in the palace. Belshazzar used to invite Daniel, talk to him, and to ask his advice on Babylon's foreign and domestic policy. It should be recognized that the monarch was cautious about Daniel's recommendations, not excluding the sage's selfish intent for the sake of his fellow believers.

Usually during the visit the royal host and his guest sat down at the table and competed with cleverness and luck, playing a game of ur. Daniel, who was quick of mind, fought honestly, did not sin in obsequiousness, did not give in to his crowned partner, and almost always won. The king's losses in ur did not take away from his respect for Daniel.

Sina, one of Belshazzar's legitimate wives, who had some influence over the husband, approved of Daniel's visits, believing them to be beneficial. Talking with the sage and spending long hours at play, her frivolous spouse could not at least indulge in his weaknesses - wine and women. But Sina was not pleased that her guest would not agree to eat at the king's table. She only managed to persuade the stubborn one to have a mug of clean water.

As for Akiva, he labored and prospered in the province. Information about him is scanty: he married, settled down, and produced descendants. The author of this story is very upset and truly regrets the disappearance from the annals of Nippur records about the details of the family life of a talented detective. The reader is invited to speculate on this important aspect of the history of ancient Babylon. 

***
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A great misfortune happened in the palace. The heart of the not yet old king stopped. Bad or good, Belshazzar died, that's the main thing! And here, pouring true or pretended tears, the subjects realized the greatness of the loss, for it was of infinite importance that Babylon lived comparatively peacefully with Belshazzar. And what would it be like without him?

Even the death of a commoner does not pass without a trace, and the departure of a monarch is terrible. Sudden death is doubly terrible. The king was sipping the drink of serenity sweetly, but the beautiful vessel was too fragile. Yes, it was made of the best potter's clay, homogeneous and without grains. But the walls of
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