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    Nahum 2:13.  And I will burn their chariots in smoke, and the sword shall devour thy young lions; and I will cut off thy prey from the earth, and the voice of thy messengers shall be heard no more.

It is high time they were stopped. You remember with what foul language Rabshakeh addressed King Hezekiah; and God now declares that there will be no more letters like his. God may allow evil to rule over his people for a time; but then he puts a hook in the leviathan's mouth. He that restraineth the sea and the waves thereof, Jehovah is his name, and restraineth the wickedness of men.


— Charles Spurgeon 
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Obadiah's prophecy is much more practical and understandable than you might imagine. It is a pity that there are certain books in the Bible that we neglect. The Word of God teaches about itself on the clarity that its content possesses. This is what is commonly called the Perspicuity of Scripture. This doctrine teaches that the Bible is a clear, intelligible and understandable text. God has revealed His Word in this way because He has a deep passion to reveal His purposes to men with perfect clarity.

David said of God's Word, "The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul; the testimony of the LORD is faithful, making wise the simple" (Ps. 19:7). Paul describes the Scriptures as being useful (2 Tim. 3:16). Obadiah, and all the other books of the Bible, should not be seen as being nebulous and confusing writings. God inspired His Word in such a way that we can understand it; and He has also provided us with the Holy Spirit and teachers in the church to help us discern it.

In this very simple and brief booklet I try to convince you that Obadiah's prophecy is understandable, interesting and applicable. Before considering the prophecy, I want to suggest to you that there are at least four points that can be drawn out

in this book that will make Obadiah very useful to you.

Theologically. The most important thing about every book in the canon of Scripture, including Obadiah's prophecy, is what we learn about God. Study Obadiah desiring to learn about God's attributes. This prophecy teaches us about His sovereignty, faithfulness, righteousness, omnipotence. Obadiah makes us admire God's character more, which results in us worshipping Him more deeply.

2. Practical. There are very practical things in this book inspired by God that benefit us in our daily walk before the Lord. We learn that we can be like Obadiah, who although not much is known about him from what we read in the book that bears his name, he was faithful to the Lord and greatly pleased Him. We understand through this prophecy the importance of putting sin to death in us because of the severe consequences of perversion. We see this by analyzing the example of Edom.

3. Ecclesially. Obadiah is a book so applicable to our lives that it also guides us in our treatment of our brothers in Christ. It exhibits how horrendous it is for the Lord of glory when brethren are in discord and conflict. Obadiah's prophecy also exhibits how wrong we are when we do not do something about brethren who have spiritual needs, and worse yet, we make their situation more difficult by treating them unjustly.

​

4. Prophetically. This book we will be considering has a focus on prophetic themes. We seek to explain the meaning of the day of the LORD and how it fits into God's prophetic program. Obadiah's prophecy also makes it clear as to certain purposes he has for Israel in the future. The book concludes by making mention of the coming kingdom of the Lord, which we seek to explain by looking at the impact this should have on every Bible student.

May the Lord use this simple consideration of Obadiah to edify the saints (1 Cor. 14:26) and to exalt the One who one day in the future will reign over all the earth from Zion (Obad. 21).

​
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1. The humiliation of Edom (v.1-4)
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Vision of Obadiah. Thus saith the Lord GOD concerning Edom: We have heard the cry of the LORD, and a messenger is sent unto the nations. Arise, and let us rise up against this people in battle (v.1).

This Old Testament prophecy is a vision of Obadiah. The root of the word vision is related to "to look" and "to prophesy". This means that God manifested something to one of His servants and he communicated it to others. Not necessarily about events that would take place in the future, but in general they revealed the Word of God. Habakkuk was asked to write and declare the vision he received from the Lord (Hab. 2:2). The books of Isaiah and Nahum also begin in the manner in which the book of Obadiah begins (Isa. 1:1; Nah. 1:1). It seems common that these visions were received by night (Isa. 29:7).

God decided to reveal His purposes in different ways throughout the ages (Heb. 1:1). One of those ways was through visions, as He did during the times of the prophets. We should not think that this occurred constantly, for there were periods of time when visions were scarce (1 Sam. 3:1; Lam. 2:9; Ezek. 7:26; 12:22, 24). This was because of the unbelief of the nation of Israel. Solomon said, "Without prophecy [vision] the people run wild" (Prov. 29:18). As the canon of the Scriptures has been closed (Jud. 3), God does not communicate to us through visions as He did to His people through Obadiah. Today God speaks to us through His written Word. False prophets existed in Old Testament times and abound today. Just because someone claims to have received a vision from God, that person should not be believed. In the times of the prophets there were those who falsely reported that God had given them vision (Jer. 14:14; 23:16; Ezek. 13:16). Today we also have to beware of people who do exactly the same thing.

There are more than a dozen men mentioned in the Bible with the same name as Obadiah, but apparently none of them is the same as the one mentioned in this prophecy. His name means: "servant of Jah [Jehovah]". His parents must have called him this name because of their desire for him to focus on service to God. The Lord in His sovereignty chose him for that very purpose. Obadiah was called by God to serve Him as His prophet. His name can also mean: "worshipper of Jah [Jehovah]". This also aptly summarizes his life. Obadiah was someone who sought to magnify the Lord through his life.

Obadiah is included in the list of minor prophets: Hosea to Malachi. They are not called minor prophets because they are less important than the major prophets. The major prophets are: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel. Obadiah and the other books in their category are called minor prophets because of their brevity. If we consider the books of the Bible written in their original language, Obadiah is the shortest book in the Old Testament, having only about 440 words. To put it in perspective, the book of Jeremiah contains about 33,000 words. Obadiah is the fourth shortest book in the entire Bible. It ranks after 3 John, 2 John and Philemon.

There are at least two factors about this book that might discourage us from reading, studying and teaching it. First, it is found in the Old Testament, which is the part of the Bible that is not taught as much as the New Testament. Second, because of its brevity, which might make us think that for that reason it does not have as much importance as other books do because they are longer. We must put into practice that we not only believe that all the Scriptures are inspired, but also that all the Word of God is useful to us (2 Tim. 3:16). We should be in the habit of reading, studying and teaching the gospel of John, the book of Numbers, the epistle of Jude and the prophecy of Obadiah. Every local church would be greatly blessed if every book of the Bible were taught verse by verse by men who are devoted to the study of the Word. Although Obadiah is never quoted in the New Testament, it is a book that is a blessing to all who search it. It is possible that we can find two allusions of this book in the New Testament: Obadiah 8 in 1 Corinthians 1:19 and Obadiah 21 in Revelation 11:15.

We are not given specific information about Obadiah's life other than that he received this vision from God. From what
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