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      Thank you for welcoming me into your drag-loving club and loving me despite how much I enjoy the low drama seasons of Drag Race.
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            PROLOGUE

          

        

      

    

    
      Queer divorce support group Discord

      General channel

      

      
        
          
            
              
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: Hi, everyone. Glad to have found this space. I just filed for divorce from my husband and figured it couldn’t hurt to talk with some people who get it.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        SadSingleGay: Welcome! How’d you find us?

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: Is it too depressing to admit I googled for queer support groups and saw this space mentioned in a blog post?

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        SunshineWatermelon: That’s exactly how I found it! Welcome :)

      

      

      

      
        
          
        MarriageSux: Ditto. Welcome.

      

      

      

      
        
          
        Beckatronix: Welcome! Glad you found us. I’m one of the admins. You can tag or DM me with any questions. We’ve got an introductions channel if you’d like to share anything about yourself. No pressure to reveal anything personal. The welcome channel has an intro to using Discord (if you need it), descriptions of each channel, and the rules.

      

      

      

      
        
          
        Bricker: [GIF that reads “Welcome, we have cookies”]

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: Got any butterscotch oatmeal? Those are my fave.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Bricker: Those are my fave too! Seems like no one gives butterscotch the credit it deserves.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: Couldn’t agree more.

      

      

      

      
        
          
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: [GIF of a butterscotch cookie being split in half and the chips all melty]

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Tomwombat: Welcome! Glad to have new blood. I mean a new person. [GIF of a vampire]

      

      

      

      
        
          
        Lightingthequeen: Don’t mind Tom. They don’t bite without permission.

      

      

      

      
        
          
        SausageDog29: If you get lost in all the channels we have, don’t hesitate to ask questions. We’re a (mostly) friendly bunch.

      

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

      Introductions channel

      
        
          
            
              
        Bricker: Howdy! I’m a gay man going through a tough divorce. Lost a lot of my friends in the split, so I’m hoping to find some support here. Haven’t really joined an online group like this before, so not sure how much info I want to share yet.

      

      

      

      
        
          
        Lezismore: Hey! I’m Rachel, early 30s. Lesbian (obvs from the username). Recently got divorced from my husband and came out. Lots of changes! Would love to talk with anyone who’s gone through something similar. Also, I love butterflies. Apologies in advance for tons of butterfly GIFs.

      

      

      

      
        
          
        ImEnBee: 20-something Pokémon gremlin. Obsessed with anime and BL. Married my college best friend, but we discovered we’re better as friends. I’m on Discord all the time, and this seems like an interesting place to hang out.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: Like Bricker, I think I’m going to keep personal details minimum. Gay man and just started the divorce process. It should go pretty quickly. Coffee is life. I love cats and dogs equally, so please don’t make me choose.

      

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

      Venting channel

      
        
          
            
              
        MarriageSux: My ex wants me to go to their family’s 4th of July picnic (we’re in the US, so you know, BBQ and fireworks). I don’t know what to do.

      

      

      

      
        
          
        RandomQueer: Are you close with their family? Or are they using you as a buffer?

      

      

      

      
        
          
        Ace-Freely: Didn’t they ask you to go to their grandma’s birthday party too and asked you not to tell people you’d split yet?

      

      

      

      
        
          
        MarriageSux: @RandomQueer, yeah, my family…isn’t great. Theirs became like my new family. @Ace-Freely, yeah. Ugh. They were worried Grams’s heart issue would act up, but she found out, and it was fine.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: Oof. That’s so relatable. My ex also wants me to stay involved with some of his family stuff and other activities. It makes it hard to move on.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        MarriageSux: @JavaJackOfAllTrades, I probably shouldn’t get comfort from that, but I do. Misery loves company, I guess. Thanks for the validation.

      

      

      

      
        
          
        Bricker: That’s so tough. I really liked my ex’s family, but he would never invite me around them now. I miss them.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: @Bricker, that’s a part of the whole marriage thing they sure don’t warn you about, huh? Losing the partner’s family is hard.

      

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

      TV/movie chat channel

      
        
          
            
              
        BigFree-duh: #UnPopularOpinion Schitt’s Creek is overrated.

      

      

      

      
        
          
        OverIt: Yeah, I couldn’t get through the first season.

      

      

      

      
        
          
        StokeCity83: They were so obnoxious. I gave up after a few episodes too.

      

      

      

      
        
          
        Bricker: WHAT!! I’m going to need a few minutes to wrap my head around this slander before I can properly reply.

      

      

      

      
        
          
        PAN-au-chocolat: [GIF of person eating popcorn]

      

      

      

      
        
          
        BiNow: Schitt’s Creek is the best! Y’all don’t know what you’re missing.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: I gotta agree with Bricker and BiNow. That’s one of my favorite shows! They have to suck so bad in the beginning because it makes it much more satisfying when they’re less shit people by the end of the show.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Bricker: EXACTLY! Thank you, @JavaJackOfAllTrades. I was still too aghast to articulate my thoughts.

      

      

      

      
        
          
        StokeCity83: Hmm, that’s a good point. So they’re not obnoxious by the end?

      

      

      

      
        
          
        Bricker: Oh, they’re still obnoxious, but in a less annoying and more endearing way.

      

      

      

      
        
          
        BiNow: And there’s Patrick! [heart-eyes emoji]

      

      

      

      
        
          
        BigFree-duh: I just don’t get what’s so great about it.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: Aside from being super well-written, hilarious, and heartwarming, the queer rep is amazing. Kind of groundbreaking, actually.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Bricker: YES! Sorry for all the caps and exclamation points. I’m very passionate about this, lol. Jack is spot-on. It’s set in a town where homophobia isn’t a thing. People suck for other reasons, but not for -isms and -ias. And there’s queer love without tragedy. How many shows and movies can you think of that have a true queer love story with a happy ending and no monumental tragedy to overcome to get it?

      

      

      

      
        
          
        Tomwombat: …Did someone say happy ending? [GIF of Quagmire from Family Guy saying “giggidy”]

      

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

      Direct message between Bricker and JavaJackOfAllTrades

      
        
          
            
              
        Bricker: Hope it’s okay to DM you (ignore me if this is weird). I can’t believe the Schitt’s Creek slander in a queer Discord server. [GIF of a person fainting]

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: Not weird at all! Good to chat with you.

      

      

      

      
        
          
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: I’m shooketh, as the kids say.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Bricker: Do kids say that?

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: I think I heard a teen say that once. [shrug emoji]

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Bricker: LOL

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: So, who’s your favorite Schitt’s Creek character?

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Bricker: How much time do you got? I have a lot of very detailed and nuanced opinions.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: I’m just drinking a beer and watching the show at home. I got plenty of time for your thoughts on this very important topic.

      

      

      

      

      

      

      - - -

      

      
        
          
            
              
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: I’m pretty impressed by the Discord server. They’re an organized group and damn passionate about Lizzo.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Bricker: Lizzo is a unifier of the people.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: I can’t argue with that. It’s nice to chat 1:1 too. All the channels are a bit overwhelming. No matter how often I pop in, there always seems to be a dozen channels with new messages.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Bricker: I like chatting 1:1 too. You’re really the first person I’ve talked to more than swapping a couple of messages.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: Me too. I’d like to keep chatting, but is it okay if we stay anonymous? I think it’s helping me to be more honest because you don’t know who I am. I haven’t even told my best friend some of the stuff about my divorce because it’s complicated. It’s nice to not have to worry about any of that.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Bricker: I totally get it. The anonymity is nice for me too. That’s a boundary I’m happy to respect. [thumbs up emoji]

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: Awesome, thanks.

      

      

      

      

      

      

      - - -

      

      
        
          
            
              
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: I’m so tired of arguing with people over whether my ex and I are actually split. Maybe I should tattoo the divorce decree on my forehead.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Bricker: If you did it in rainbow, it’d be a great way to signal you’re gay too.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: Lol, good idea. Maybe I can flourish it with an outline of a cock and balls.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Bricker: Now you’re talking. What happened?

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: He asked me to attend an event with him. We’re still playing nice in public.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Bricker: Why?

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: It’s complicated. His family has a lot of power in town, and he’s trying to save face. I don’t really mind.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Bricker: Don’t you though?

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: [grimace emoji]

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Bricker: Sorry, too much?

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: No, I need real talk. That’s the beauty of chatting on here and being anonymous.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Bricker: True.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: I guess it’s easier to act like we’re still friends. We don’t hate each other or anything. I’m definitely not missing him. I just lost my tolerance for him, you know? The idea of going to events together is losing its shine.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Bricker: I get that. My ex and I are the opposite. I couldn’t imagine being in the same room as him. After what happened, there’s nothing to say to each other.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: That’s so tough.

      

      

      

      
        
          
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: I moved here for him, and I can’t shake the feeling that if I totally cut him off, I’ll be cutting off everyone else I’ve gotten to know over the years.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Bricker: I get that. I don’t think that’s an unreasonable worry, but I’m sure people would be more understanding. At least, I hope they’d be. If you want to talk it out, I’ve got time.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: Thanks. I think that’ll help.

      

      

      

      

      

      

      - - -

      

      
        
          
            
              
        Bricker: You just want to go somewhere tropical so you can rock a tiny swimsuit. [wink emoji]

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: Haha! You’re not wrong.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Bricker: How big is your tiny swimsuit collection?

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: Wouldn’t you like to know?

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Bricker: [GIF of someone flirtily saying “maybe”]

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: Are you a tiny swimsuit vacationer? Or maybe a hiking boots and backpack kind of guy? Or a snowsuit man? Where would you like to go if you got a free trip?

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Bricker: You’re gonna laugh.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: I promise I won’t.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Bricker: Okay. No laughing! Or if you do, just don’t type it, lol.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        JavaJackOfAllTrades. Promise! I’m on pins and needles.

      

      

      

      
        
          
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: Seriously?! Why are you teasing me? It’s been like 10 minutes!

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Bricker: Haha, sorry! Got a work call.

      

      

      

      
        
          
        Bricker: Denmark to go to the first LEGOLAND park. [grimace emoji]

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: YOU’RE SHITTING ME.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Bricker: …I can’t tell if this is one of those Step Brothers “did we just become best friends?” moments or if I’m about to get digitally bullied.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: [GIF from Step Brothers that reads “did we just become best friends?” then “Yup!”]

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Bricker: Are you an adult fan of LEGOs??

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: Yes! A proud AFOL. Well, technically, a GayFOL, lol.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Bricker: Oh man. I knew I had a good feeling about you when you slid into the server.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: Are you in any AFOL Discord servers?

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Bricker: I am! I’m surprised how many people I’ve encountered IRL who like LEGO.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: OMG yes. There’s a Meetup group in a nearby city lol.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Bricker: Here too! I haven’t gone yet. Have you been to any LEGOLANDs?

      

      

      

      

      

      

      - - -

      

      
        
          
            
              
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: You’re not going out?

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Bricker: Nah. I’m not much of a New Year’s Eve partier these days. You?

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: [photo of a champagne bottle, single glass of champagne, and a Christmas LEGO display in the background]

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Bricker: Best part of that is you get the entire bottle to yourself.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: Exactly. What are you planning for tonight?

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Bricker: Probably another Schitt’s Creek rewatch. What about you?

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: [photo of the Schitt’s Creek title screen]

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Bricker: Watch it together? Starting at season 3, ep 8?

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: Already got it queued up. Cheers, Bricker!

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Bricker: Cheers, Jack! Happy New Year in whatever time zone you’re in.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: Right back atcha. Thanks for making what could’ve been the worst year of my life so much better.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Bricker: I couldn’t agree more. [Smile emoji]

      

      

      

      

      

      

      - - -

      

      
        
          
            
              
        Bricker: Holy shit! Guess what?

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: What?? Sorry, it took me a bit to reply. Busy morning at work and finally getting a moment to breathe.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Bricker: No worries! Real life always comes first. I have a shot at a promotion!

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: That’s awesome! It’s finally happening!

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Bricker: Hopefully. The person whose job I want just put in her notice. There are a few people who will want it, but I think I’ve got a good shot.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: When will you find out?

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Bricker: Hopefully soon. The boss isn’t one to rush into decisions. I bet she’s going to take some time and evaluate her options. Maybe even use our next projects to help her choose.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: Good luck!!! Keep me posted.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Bricker: You’ll be the first to know. [Smile emoji]

      

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

      Facebook Messenger

      
        
          
            
              
        Mikey Sullivan: Hey, Dave! Long time, no chat! Hope life post-high school for the past decade and *cough* years has been good. Seems like things are going well from the posts I see. I’m reaching out because these days, I’m a journalist for Lifestyles of the Queer and Fabulous (a national queer-focused digital magazine). I saw your post about planning this year’s Dahlia Springs Pride Festival, and I really think it would make a great story. I want to pitch an idea to my editor to cover the festival as an example of a growing presence of Pride celebrations in small towns and rural areas. But before I do, I wanted to check in with you to get your thoughts on the idea. If you’re up for it, I’d like to chat with you about the background of the festival. Maybe you could introduce me to some people I could talk to during the events too? Let me know what you think. Have a great night!

      

      

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            CHAPTER 1

          

        

      

    

    
      DAVE

      
      
        
          
            
              
        Bricker: Good morning! I’m going to be MIA most of today. I hope you have a great day. [smile emoji]

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        JavaJackOfAllTrades: Thanks! I hope you do too! Talk to you later. [smile emoji]

      

      

      

      

      

      - - -

      
      I hoped whoever had invented glitter was being spit-roasted in hell. Pride was one of my favorite times of the year, but the ever-present glitter wreaked havoc at my coffee shop. People didn’t mind muffin poppy seeds getting stuck in their teeth but drew the line at metallic shards in their coffee. Go figure. I bit back a curse as I scratched an aqua fleck off the white ceramic mug I’d grabbed to make a drink. The glitter had breached the counter’s security perimeter.

      At least it wasn’t as bad as the first Dahlia Springs Pride after I’d opened A Whole Latte Love. The glitter-covered Docs I’d bought especially for the celebration had been perfect until I’d spent half the night crawling around on my knees to pick up every last piece of the rainbow glitter with tape. There were much better ways to spend a night on my knees. It had been far too long since I’d had that kind of fun.

      I began to whip up a caramel macchiato for the customer waiting as my thoughts wandered to Mikey. He’d played on a constant loop as his arrival in Dahlia Springs loomed. My stomach twisted at the prospect of seeing him again after
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