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      “Dude. Just get into the truck. It’s Memorial Day weekend and you’re not staying home. You’re off until Tuesday. Don’t make me call Momma and have her jump your ass. I will. You know it.” Theo, my younger brother, says as I try to get out of the weekend of camping and drinking. I’m not up for it. Between the drama of dating Marin, and finally ending things for good, along with how heavy work has been, I just want to lay low and chill at home this weekend.

      “Theo, go. Have a blast. Enjoy the weekend. I just want to stay here and chill. But you definitely need to go.” I mumble as I kick my feet up onto the coffee table and pop the top on my Abita Strawberry beer.

      Theo glares at me. Then, saying nothing, he pulls out his phone. “What are you doing?” I retort.

      He smirks. “Calling, momma.” Jumping off the couch, I clear the back and try to wrestle the phone from him, but he manages to evade me.

      Then, I hear our momma’s voice. “Hey, baby. Are y’all on the road yet?”

      Theo smirks at me and responds, “No, ma’am. Ethan is refusing to come. He’d rather mope around the house by himself instead of going out and being around people. He won’t get off the couch.”

      Asshole. I am not moping. I just don’t want to go camping.

      Momma’s voice rises. “What do you mean? Am I on speaker? Is your brother right there?”

      Theo only grins broader as I glare at him. He nods though Momma can’t see him. “Yes, ma’am. You’re on speaker. He’s right here and can hear you. I don’t know why he’s so determined to be boring.” I growl and flip him off while he laughs at my rage.

      “Ethan, why don’t you want to go? You work too hard and a weekend away is just what you need to refresh and have some fun. Go pack your duffle and get in your brother’s truck. There is no reason you can give me on why you want to stay home that I’ll accept. And if you’re still stressed over that Marin, well, good riddance. She was never right for you. Go on. Go get your stuff or I’ll come over there and rifle through your drawers and pack a bag for you.”

      Her tone brooks no argument. She really will come over here and pack my shit. And I do not want my mother going through my underwear drawer.

      I cannot believe I’m being forced to go. I’m twenty-five years old. If I don’t want to go, I don’t have to go.

      “Ethan, do I need to come over there?” She asks.

      No, you do not.

      I punch Theo in the shoulder hard enough that he grunts, grabs it, and mutters, “Asshole!”

      “No, ma’am. I’m going. No need for you to fight traffic to come over here right now. I’m going pack a damn bag.” I grumble.

      I hear the smile in her voice as she says, “Good. You’ll have fun. Y’all call me when you get home in a few days. And don’t cuss. Y’all have a good time and be safe. I love you both. Bye.” Before we can respond, she hangs up.

      Theo grins at me as he tosses his keys from hand to hand. “You have ten minutes. All you need is swim trunks and sunscreen anyway. I’ll be in the truck.” He turns to the door and whistles in good cheer before stopping and pointing back at me, “Oh, grab the rest of the beer from the fridge. We’ll get more on the way. I need to pick up some Jack Daniels before we grab Evie anyway.”

      My head whips around. “Evie is coming?”

      Theo nods, unaware that he just dropped a bomb. “Duh. When has she not come? She is my best friend.”

      Yeah… she’s his best friend and the bane of my very existence. She always crushed on me, and it annoyed the hell out of me when we were kids. But adult Evie is a whole different ballgame. She’s sexy as hell and completely unaware of that fact. She’s oblivious to the eyes always on her.

      She’s also very, very untouchable. At least for me. She’s had a boyfriend for the past five years. A total douche, but she seems to like him. She hasn’t looked my way since she graduated high school and started dating Mark. Well other than as Theo’s brother and a friendly acquaintance. Her childhood crush on me has been totally forgotten.

      I grab four pairs of swim trunks and shove them in a bag before I pull five solid t-shirts out of the next drawer to join the shorts. A pair of cargo shorts and a couple of tank tops, as well as four pairs of boxer briefs, join the clothes in the bag. I slip on my Adidas flip flops and pull my Kyle Turley baseball hat onto my head. Quickly heading into the bathroom, I snag my toothbrush, toothpaste, razor, shave cream, Axe Phoenix deodorant, body wash, and body spray and a couple of towels.

      Double checking that I have everything I need I nod before looking up into the mirror. I see my light blue eyes and the same face I’ve seen forever. Though, I recently grew a small beard. I think I like it. Adjusting the bill of my hat, I turn my head and laugh at myself. “Not like it matters. Evie is not available, and I’m not interested anyway. You’re acting like an idiot, Ethan.” Shaking my head, I turn out the light and make sure everything is off as I
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