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			J.K. Rowling

			English novelist

			
					Born in Yate, England in 1965.

					Notable works:	Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone (1997), the first book in the series

	Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows (2007), the last book in the series

	The Casual Vacancy (2012), novel




			

			Joanne Kathleen Rowling, better known as J.K. Rowling, is a British novelist. She previously worked as a French teacher, and is now one of the best-known authors in the world thanks to her famous book series about the adventures of Harry Potter.

			Now a multi-millionaire, she is also known for her humanitarian activities, particularly in the fight against child abuse. She has written a number of other books linked to the world of Harry Potter, the profits from which have been donated to charity. In addition to the Harry Potter series and related books, she is also the author of the novel The Casual Vacancy (2012) and the Cormoran Strike series, published under the pseudonym Robert Galbraith.

		


		
			Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets

			A fantasy triumph

			
					Genre: fantasy novel

					Reference edition: Rowling, J.K. (2014) Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets. London: Bloomsbury.

					1st edition: 1998

					Themes: magic, ghosts, diaries, trust, friendship, school, learning, courage, prejudice

			

			Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets is the second instalment in the bestselling series chronicling the young wizard’s adventures, and was first published in Great Britain in 1998. It was very well received by readers and critics alike, and won several accolades. The saga ended in 2007, ten years after it began, with the publication of Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows.

			The plot centres on Harry Potter’s return to Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry, where he is reunited with his best friends Ron and Hermione. However, the students are in for an eventful year – several of their classmates are found Petrified, and it all seems to be connected to the mythical Chamber of Secrets. Will Harry and his friends be able to figure out who is responsible and save Hogwarts from certain disaster?

		


		
			Summary

			Back to school

			On Harry’s birthday, he finds a mysterious creature in his bedroom while the Dursleys are entertaining one of his Uncle Vernon’s most important clients downstairs. The creature introduces himself as Dobby, a house-elf whose life is devoted to serving his owners. He has come to warn Harry that his life will be in danger if he returns to Hogwarts. When Harry refuses to consider not returning to school, Dobby tosses a large cake onto the kitchen floor and, as a result, the Dursleys punish Harry by locking him in his room. However, his best friend Ron Weasley and his brothers arrive in a flying car to rescue him and take him to their home, where Harry meets Ron’s parents, Arthur and Molly Weasley, and his younger sister Ginny.

			When Harry goes to Diagon Alley to buy his school books, he meets his new Defence Against the Dark Arts professor, Gilderoy Lockhart. He also crosses paths with Draco Malfoy and his father Lucius, who takes a book out of Ginny’s cauldron in the hope of starting an argument with Arthur Weasley. However, he eventually gives the book back to Ginny.

			On the first day of term, Harry and Ron are unable to get onto platform nine and three-quarters because the magical gateway has sealed itself shut. They decide to take Mr Weasley’s car and fly it to school, but the car crashes into an extremely violent tree called the Whomping Willow when they arrive, and both boys are given detention.

			It does not take long for Draco Malfoy to prove that he has not changed over the holidays: near the start of term, he calls Hermione a Mudblood, which is a derogatory term for a witch or wizard whose parents are Muggles (non-magical individuals). He has also been made the Seeker for the Slytherin Quidditch team, pitting him against Harry once again.

			The Chamber of Secrets

			Strange things begin to happen at Hogwarts, starting when a message announcing that the Chamber of Secrets has been opened is painted on a wall in blood, and Mrs Norris, a cat who belongs to Filch, the caretaker who is also a Squib (someone born into a wizarding family who has no magical powers themselves), is found Petrified beside it. Harry also hears threats being hissed in a mysterious voice. Harry, Ron and Hermione decide to solve the mystery, and Malfoy is their top suspect.

			They learn that Salazar Slytherin, one of the four founders of Hogwarts, is rumoured to have hidden a monster in the depths of the school. According to the legend, the only person capable of controlling this beast is the heir of Slytherin, who will use it to purge the school of Muggle-born students. The three friends decide to use Polyjuice Potion, which allows the drinker to take on the appearance of someone else, to interrogate Malfoy and figure out whether or not he is the heir. Unfortunately, it becomes clear that Draco is not the heir, but the three friends do learn that the Chamber was opened 50 years ago, and that this led to the death of a student.

			Harry gets his arm broken by a Bludger during a Quidditch match. He is taken to the Hospital Wing, where he is visited by Dobby, who repeats his previous warnings. Later, another student called Colin Creevey is brought in because he has been Petrified, just like Filch’s cat.

			During a Duelling Club meeting, Malfoy uses a spell to conjure a snake to attack Harry. However, Harry instinctively speaks to it in Parseltongue, the language of snakes – a language that was also spoken by Salazar Slytherin and Lord Voldemort. The next day, Harry stumbles across another student who has been Petrified, leaving the entire school convinced that he is the culprit.

			Harry and Ron find a diary in the girls’ toilets, which are haunted by the ghost of Moaning Myrtle, a former pupil who died years ago. Harry takes the diary and discovers that all the pages are blank, but when he tries to write something in it, the diary responds and tells him about the first time the Chamber of Secrets was opened. The diary’s previous owner was called Tom Riddle, a former student who was in Slytherin. Riddle convinces Harry and Ron that it was Hagrid who set the monster loose on the school and, shortly afterwards, someone steals the diary from Harry’s dormitory.

			When Harry hears the mysterious voice speaking again in a corridor, Hermione has a burst of inspiration and rushes off to the library to confirm her hunch. However, she is Petrified before she gets the chance to tell the others her theory. Harry and Ron go to visit Hagrid so that they can talk to him about what they know, but the Minister for Magic, Cornelius Fudge, shows up to arrest Hagrid while they are there. They hide under Harry’s invisibility cloak, and before Hagrid leaves the house, he loudly declares that “If anyone wanted ter find out some stuff, all they’d have ter do would be ter follow the spiders” (p. 279) as a parting message to the children. Meanwhile, Dumbledore is suspended from his position as Headmaster of Hogwarts.

			Tom Riddle

			Harry and Ron decide to trust Hagrid, and follow a trail of spiders into the Forbidden Forest. This leads them to Aragog, an Acromantula (giant talking spider) that Hagrid raised, which was mistaken for Slytherin’s monster. Aragog tells them that the real monster’s victim died in a bathroom, and the children realise that it must have been Moaning Myrtle.

			When they visit Hermione, who is still Petrified, they find a crumpled piece of paper in her fist and learn that the monster is a legendary creature called a Basilisk, and that the entrance to the Chamber of Secrets is probably located in Moaning Myrtle’s bathroom. They go to tell Professor McGonagall everything they know, but then they learn that a student has been taken into the Chamber by the monster, and that it is none other than Ron’s younger sister Ginny. Harry and Ron go to the toilets, where they find the entrance to the Chamber, but they are separated just inside when part of the ceiling collapses, meaning that Harry is forced to continue alone.

			Harry finds Ginny unconscious inside the Chamber, with Tom Riddle standing beside her. It turns out that she has had the diary all year, and that he has been using it to manipulate her into releasing the Basilisk and attacking the other students. He then reveals his true identity: he is the memory of Voldemort, preserved as he was in his schooldays in the pages of the diary. Harry defeats the Basilisk and then stabs the diary, killing Riddle. This revives Ginny, and Harry leads her out of the Chamber.

			Later on, Harry has a conversation with Dumbledore about all of the similarities between him and Voldemort. At that moment, Malfoy’s father bursts into Dumbledore’s office, accompanied by Dobby, his house-elf. Harry accuses him of giving Ginny the diary, but since there is no proof, Mr Malfoy simply leaves – but not before Harry tricks him into freeing Dobby. The students who were Petrified, including Hermione, are revived, and everything goes back to normal just before the summer holidays begin.

		


		
			Character study

			Harry Potter

			Harry Potter is a 12-year-old boy whose parents were killed by Voldemort when he was still a baby. In spite of this, he survived the killing curse that the Dark Lord cast at him, and Voldemort’s greatest desire has been to destroy him ever since.

			At the start of the second book in the series, the boy wizard is in practically the exact same situation he was in the previous summer. He is living with his aunt and uncle, the Dursleys, who have never shown him any kindness, mistreat him and even pretend that he does not exist when they have guests over. Their cruelty comes as no surprise to the reader, as they had done everything they could think of to snuff out Harry’s budding magical powers in the first book, as well as lying to him about his parents and his past.

			Harry’s identity continues to be called into question throughout the second book, in which he is wrongly accused of being the heir of Salazar Slytherin, one of the four founders of Hogwarts. Harry even ends up doubting who he really is: “Could he be a descendant of Salazar Slytherin? He didn’t know anything about his father’s family, after all. The Dursleys had always forbidden questions about his wizarding relatives” (p. 208). Voldemort attempts to unsettle him even more by highlighting all the similarities between them: he and Voldemort are both half-blood orphans who were raised by uncaring Muggles. Harry is left shaken by this encounter.

			When he is accused of being the one sending the monster in the Chamber of Secrets after Muggle-born students, Harry gets a fresh taste of the loneliness and isolation he grew up with, although this time he is able to count on the support of his two best friends. However, he is quick to forgive those who accused him, which is proof of his innate goodness.

			Even though he is very young, Harry bears a number of physical and psychological scars. Despite being tormented by the Dursleys, bullied by Snape and Malfoy and often left isolated because of the rumours going around Hogwarts, Harry never becomes bitter or resentful. He trusts Ron, Hermione, Hagrid and Dumbledore completely, and this faith is rewarded by their unwavering loyalty and support. The determination he displays in everything he does proves that his doubts about his identity are unfounded.

			Harry also has no shortage of physical and intellectual strengths. He has excellent reflexes, as he frequently demonstrates on the Quidditch pitch, as well as a cool head and an analytical mind. Thanks to these qualities and his friends’ help, he is able to figure out the location of the Chamber of Secrets, where he overcomes his fears, confronts Riddle and the Basilisk and destroys them both.

			Dumbledore points out that Harry has a great deal of “resourcefulness [and] determination” (p. 351), as well as the ability to focus on what is truly important – even if he also shows “a certain disregard for rules” (ibid.), and does not hesitate to break them in order to do what he believes is right. He never lets himself be ruled by fear, and has no sympathy for cowards.

			It is only at the end of the story that Harry is somewhat able to banish the doubts about his identity that have plagued him throughout the book. Dumbledore helps him to realise that “it is our choices […] that show what we truly are” (p. 352). It is up to Harry to take control of his own fate, instead of simply passively following the path that seems to have been set out for him.

			Hermione Granger

			Hermione is a young Muggle-born witch. She is incredibly intelligent and highly mature, and has a strongly defined moral compass. She is constantly trying to dissuade her friends Harry and Ron from breaking the rules, which she seems to value very highly.

			However, Hermione is a much more complex character than a stereotypical “know-it-all”. She values friendship very highly, never hesitates to stand up for her friends and worries about them a great deal when they are injured, as seen when Harry’s arm is broken by a Bludger and when Ron gets hit by a spell that makes him vomit up slugs. She is also an impressionable young girl who is not immune to Lockhart’s charms or the attention he pays her. It is not always easy for her to express her emotions, particularly given that her two best friends are boys.
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