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4
Introduction

Towards the end of this year, you will write a multiple-choice Curriculum Based 

Test in Social Studies. This book is designed to help you prepare for this test by 

making sure that you know what to expect and how to answer questions so 

that you can do your very best. 

What to expect

The Curriculum Based Test is a multiple-choice test. For each question, 

you will be given at least four different answers. Most questions have one 

correct answer, but some will have more. Although you just shade the correct 

answer/s, you will still need to do some working out to decide what is correct. 

You can do this on the test paper, or on a separate sheet. 

You will be expected to answer 40 questions and you will have 1 hour and 30 

minutes to complete the test.

How can you prepare for the Curriculum Based Test? 

There are ten practice tests in this book. You can use these to revise your work 

and prepare for your in-school test. 

•

 Work through the tests on your own 

or 

 

with a partner.Remember that working 

 

in pairs or groups can help you learn. 

•

Check your own answers.

Developing good techniques 

Practice tests can help you develop some good techniques for managing your 

in-class tests. These include: 

•

Managing your time.

  

•

Reading and making sense of

 

questions and what you need to do. 

Practising and learning how to complete tests can also help you feel less 

anxious and pressurised because you are prepared, and you have practised 

answering lots of different questions on the topics you have learned. 

For more help on what to expect, well-being tips and tips for answering 

questions, please go to the Hachette Learning website.

Answers to all the questions can also be found on the Hachette Learning website.

•

 Reﬂect on your work. Identify 

what you did well and which 

areas you need to improve. 

Decide what you will do to make 

the improvements you need.

•

Choosing suitable strategiesfor 

different types of questions.

•

 Showing your answer choices clearly.
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Practice test 1

Time allowed: 1 hour and 30 minutes

Instructions: Carefully read and answer ALL questions.

Indicate your response to each item by shading the letter next to the answer. 

An example is given below.

Example

1

 

The longest river in Jamaica is  .

A

 

Rio Cobre

B

 

Rio Grande

C

 

Rio Minho

D

 

Rio Nuevo

“

C

”

 

is shaded because it is the only correct answer.

Choose the correct answer and shade A, B, C or D to show your choice.

You can use the space around each question to do any working you need.

1

 Which of these groups of people arrived in Jamaica first?

A

 

Spanish people

B

  

British people

C

 

Amerindian people

D

  

Chinese people 

 

2

 What is the meaning of the term “ethnic group”?

A

 the way of life of a group of people

B

 a community of people who share a common culture

C

 the things that our ancestors have passed down to us

D

 the way certain people behave  

3

 How would you describe a “

push

”

factor?

A

 things that make a person leave a place, like unemployment and no 

running water

B

 military forces that push people over a border

C

 schools and public health being available in another country

D

 being sent to work o

n a plantation
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4

 What did many of the Indian and Chinese people do after their contracts 

on the plantations were finished?

A

 They signed on for a second contract.

B

 

They leftthe plantations and opened businesses and shops.

C

 

They started their own plantations.

D

They returned to their home countries. 

5

 What was Marcus Garvey’s vision?

A

 the right to own land

B

rightsfor 

the people of Jamaica

C

 

the right to live where you like

D

 equal rights and justice for all B

lack people  

6

 Which political party did Marcus Garvey start?

A

 the People’s Political Party

B

 the People’s National Party

C

 

Jamaica Labour Party

D

the People

’s Labour Party

7

 

Alexander Bustamante wasarrested because …

A

 he assaulted a police officer.

B

 

he refused to work on the plantation.

C

 

he led a strike to the waterfront, demanding better pay for workers.

D

 he was seen as a troublemaker.  

8

 Which of these statements is true?

i An independent country can choose its own leaders.

ii Colonial rule always beneﬁts the country that is colonised.

iii All colonising countries are evil and should be punished.

iv Being a colony has a few advantages, for example, the mother country 

will protect you.

A

 (i) and (ii) only 

B

(ii) and (iii)only

C

 (iii) and (iv) only 

D

   (i) and (iv) only



[image: ]

Practice test 1

7

9

 What do the Lignum Vitae flower and the Blue Mahoe tree have  

in common?

A

 Both were brought to Jamaica from Africa.

B

 They are national symbols of Jamaica.

C

Both represent the spirit ofJamaicans.

D

They are mentioned inJamaica’s national anthem.

10

 Which of these show a disrespectful use of the flag?

A

 flying it at half mast

B

 using it to cover your bed

C

 raising it at 8 a.m. every morning

D

flying it outsideyour school

11

Identifythe land formation.

A

mountain

B

plateau

C

plain

D

summit

12

 The mountains in Jamaica run from 

to 

. 

 They are mainly in the 

. The 

have the

highest mountains in Jamaica.

A

 east, west, coast, Mocho Mountains

B

north,south, interior,Blue Mountains

C

west, east, interior,Blue Mountains

D

south, north, coast, Mocho Mountains

13

 Dry Harbour Mountains is to Trelawny and St Ann as Blue Mountains is  

to Portland and …

A

St James.

B

St Catherine.

C

St Elizabeth.

D

St Thomas.
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14

 Which side of a mountain has the most rainfall?

A

the top side

B

the windwardside

C

the backside

D

the leewardside

15

 Look at the rainfall and temperature graphs. Which statements are correct?

A

In Jamaica, the heaviest rainfall months are November and December.

B

 Temperature and rainfall is lowest in March.

C

 There is more rainfall in the mountains than at the coast.

D

Temperaturesvary greatly indifferent areas of Jamaica.
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16

 Which crops are grown in the mountains?

A

rice and yams

B

coffee and cocoa

C

 rice and tea

D

yams and cassava 

17

 Which continents are not linked with each other by land?

A

North America and South America

B

 Europe and Asia

C

Australia and Antarctica

D

 Asia and Africa 

18

 The Caribbean Sea borders with which continent and which ocean?

A

Africa,Atlantic

B

 South America, Pacific

C

South America, Atlantic

D

Mexico, Atlantic 

19

 Which of these describes a bay?

A

 a long piece of narrow land which sticks out into the sea

B

 a part of the coast which curves in

C

 a piece of land surrounded by the sea

D

 a large area of land surrounded by the sea on three sides 

20

 You read an article online that says, “Jamaica will ban all schools next 

month.” What should you do first?

A

 Share with your friends right away

B

Only read the headline

C

 Check if the news comes from a trusted source

D

 Print it and give it to everyone
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21

 Both Sean’s grandparents came from Jamaica. He can become a citizen  

of Jamaica through …

A

marriage.

B

descent.

C

adoption.

D

naturalisation.

22

 Which of these civic duties is a legal responsibility?

i looking after the environment

ii paying taxes

iii helping in the community

iv voting in elections

A

 all of the above

B

 (ii) and (iv) only

C

(ii) and (iii)only

D

 (i) and (iii) only 

23

The Central Government is organised into …

A

Judicial, Executiveand Legislative branches.

B

Senate, Executiveand Judicial branches.

C

House of representatives, Senate and Judicial branches.

D

 House of representatives, Senate and Cabinet branches. 

24

 The leader of the party that gets the most votes in a general election  

is the …

A

Leader of the ShadowCabinet.

B

 Speaker of the House of Representative.

C

Prime Minister of the Country.

D

Governor General of the Country.
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