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THE BOATRIGHT STORY: FROM BIG GAME TO FRESH PRODUCE
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Without a doubt, one of our community's most legendary businesses and personalities of the 20th Century would be the fabled enterprise known most commonly by the locals as Boatright's Store.

But, beyond that, it's sad to say that little is known about the story behind the Boatrights and their rise to local notoriety. As with many who would later become success stories of the previous century, William Henry Boatright and Emma Maggie Ficken were children of The Great Depression.

On February 18, 1893, in rural Benton County, James Henry Boatright and Mary Braden welcomed into the world a son, whom they would name William Henry. He would also have a brother and two sisters.

Also in 1893, on a farm near Stover, Emma Maggie Ficken was born the daughter of Peter and Anna (Balke) Ficken. Both Henry and Emma grew up on their parents' farms in that same general area during the difficult years following the turn of the century. Although it's unclear how and when the two met, they must have hit it off quite nicely, because, on May 16, 1934, the two became one through the Rites of Marriage.

Together they farmed, but the trials of that era led them to sell their farm during the 1930s, at the height of The Great Depression. Other interests likely played a role in that decision, as well, because, after selling the farm, the couple purchased a home and a commercial building in 1938, on South Maple Street in Cole Camp.

In 1906, the two buildings had been built by J. Fred Burke. The one furthest south, which no longer stands, was a retail building out of which Burke had operated until the time of the Boatwright's purchase. Henry had learned of a lucrative business opportunity with grocery and dry goods lines, thus the beginning of Boatright's Cut Rate Store. The couple would live next door, in the house that would remain in the family until the early 1980s.

Meanwhile, just a half block north of these buildings, on the corner of Maple Street and 52 Highway (2nd Street, in those days), a building was originally built in the 1890s, by Joseph Schwald, to house his general merchandise business. In 1895, C. Martin Balke, a clerk for Mr. Schwald, purchased an interest in that business. Then, in the early 1900s, Lorrain G. Berry also bought an interest, which caused the renaming of the business to Balke and Berry.

A few other changes in ownership occurred with that business, including the entrance and later exit of E.H. Brauer, who would leave to open B & B Market with his wife, Sophie in 1933. Martin Balke continued to operate the business on the corner until his retirement in 1955 when the Boatrights purchased the store to move their business to that location.

They would operate there until the late 1970s. Mr. Boatright's death in October of '74 made continuing difficult for Emma, who carried on for a few years until her failing health made it an impossible venture. With her eventual passing, in 1979, the building was sold to Jim and Shirley Cash, who would soon after open the popular Der Essen Platz, a German-style restaurant.

Over the Boatrights' years of operating the store, it became a popular destination for the community's shoppers for anything from canned goods and packaged meats to fresh fruit and bolts after bolts of fabric and sewing supplies.

Their grandchildren have so many fond memories of times spent with them at their home and in the store. Mark Jones, the grandson, would later live in the couple's home until selling it in 1980 or '81.

Mark remembers most how the daily ritual was carried out in much the same manner each day for those many years. "Grandma would get up early each morning to fire up that old woodstove to make breakfast," he recalls.

"When she had finished eating, she walked down the street to open the store, while Grandpa finished his breakfast. Then, he'd follow her down to the store. At noon, they'd do it all over again for lunch. Grandma went first to get lunch ready and eat her meal. Then she'd go back to the store so Granpa could walk home to eat."

In later years, Mark learned to stock shelves, price merchandise, and help with customers. "There was a big grate on the floor in the middle back of the store over the oil furnace that was originally coal-fed," he says. "That's where we all sat around to keep warm in the winters."

Mark’s sister, Julia remembers working in the store as well, although she says, “It never seemed like work, it was just fun to be there around our Grandparents.” In those days, the common word for shopping was to “trade” at Boatrights. 

Julia remembers the practice of customers buying on credit as well. “For some of them, we had a receipt book with their name on it, in which we would write the total of their purchases.  Then at the end of the month, they would come in and pay their bill.  The books were kept in a shoe box on the shelf behind the register. Alongside the carton of cigarettes and all those crazy twisted rope-type chewing tobaccos! 

In those days, trips to Sedalia weren’t the commonplace occurrences they are today. Boatright’s Store served as the one-stop shopping destination for many. Julia continues, “ The store sold canned goods, dry goods, some produce, such as apples, fabric, hats, gloves, winter coats, boots, jeans, work and dress shirts for men, apparel for ladies, undergarments for both, baby clothes, tobacco, Pop and of course candy! “

“At one point there was a deli counter in the back, so customers could buy, sliced meat and cheese. There was also, smoked fish in wooden buckets,” Julia remembers. “ The floors were rough wood, and once a year or so they would oil the floors. it was a pungent odor, like motor oil, not sure if it really was. But you could get splinters in your bare feet from the floor.”

One of Mark's favorite memories is of his grandpa's 1953 3/4-Ton Chevy truck. He and Mr. Boatright made many trips to Waverly and Versailles to purchase bushels of apples they would sell in the store. Mark remembers the porch and cellar doors at the back of the store, where they would carry the bushels for storage in the cool until they were needed on the sales floor.

As well-loved as Boatright's Store was for multiple generations of the Cole Camp community, the one thing for which it was most notable was the large stuffed Grizzly Bear near the candy counter, as well as the Black and Kodiak Bear skins that hung from the balcony railings. The store had a balcony that covered three sides of the building, much like the layout of the current-day Handel Haus, located across the street.

Mark remembers his grandpa getting a kick out of seeing the reactions of the kids who spent time wishing for their favorite candies, then turning to be startled by the bulky snarling bear across the aisle. It was likely because of this, that has held the memory of Boatright's Store so near and dear to so many for all these years.

“We had a charmed childhood,” Julia recalls. “We basically had our very own candy store there. We three, Mark, and me, and Karen were all spoiled rotten.  The store was wonderful to be in during the fair. One of the churches always had its stand set up right out the front door. So, you could tell when they started cooking hamburgers, the store would smell of them! “

So, what about these big game trophies, and how did they come to be such a magical part of the store? Mark's cousin, Brenda Craig Vansel helped shed some light on that subject when she shared with me a newspaper story from the mid-1960s.

According to the article, Mr. Boatrright, who was always an avid hunter, started big game hunting in 1953, when he accompanied the Norman Geary family of Stover on a hunt near Bible, Colorado. Four deer were taken as a result of that first trip.

He took several more trips over the next few years to Colorado with Harvey Luetjen and Bobby Reinhart. Deer was the main result of those trips. But, in 1956, on a trip to Flagstam, British Columbia, a six-point Elk was taken. In 1961, his son-in-law, Ralph Jones joined Mr. Boatrright on a trip to British Columbia, a trip that netted a large moose.

The mid-'60s article quoted Boatright as saying he had plans for another hunting trip during the Fall of '66. Over the years, his big game hunting trips were very fruitful indeed. He was credited with bagging three grizzly bears, one elk, one moose, one Kodiak Bear, and three Black Bear, as well as a good number of deer while on these trips.

Mark remembers a trip in which his family got to accompany his grandpa to Summit Lake Lodge in Alaska on what was to be a caribou hunt in 1968. At the time, the game was high up in the mountains, which made getting to them much too difficult. Mark remembers that time as fond memories spent together with family in The Land Of The Midnight Sun.

Mrs. Boatright had made the store her life, as Mark tells it. She rarely ventured beyond the store and home, as that was her passion. She stayed to run the store, while her husband went on his hunting trips.

While there's never been any doubt as to the colorful past of our community and of its residents, we would surely need to include the names of William Henry and Emma Maggie Boatright and their store to that list. As their story has always remained somewhat of a mystery, through the kindness of the Jones brothers and sisters, we are now able to feel as if we know their story so much better.
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Mr. W.H. Boatright
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THE PEOPLES BANK BUILDING


[image: ]


With the construction of 52 Highway through the "new" Downtown Cole Camp area, one obstacle stood in its way, just east of what is now the four-way stop at Maple Street.

Christian Binder was a businessman who has been credited with bringing the first saloon to what would later be known as "Battle Row", the block of Maple Street just north of the four-way stop. His home sat squarely in the path of the new highway. It would need to be moved. The house still stands today in its second location, directly across from Brothers Market. It was the Ron Bormann home during the '60s and '70s.

On the northeast corner of 52 Highway (Second Street & Maple), after the Binder home was relocated, a new bank began its construction in 1906. The Peoples Bank would go into direct competition with the Citizens Bank (later to become Citizens-Farmers Bank) just to its west, across Maple Street.

The bank continued to compete with its well-established neighbor until 1936 when it was liquidated. After that, the building sat empty until Roy Donnell found himself in need of a new location after a fire destroyed his original location down Maple Street. For about twenty years, from 1945 until the mid-'60s, Donnell operated his radio and jewelry business on the first floor of the former Peoples Bank building. He eventually moved his business to a part of his home on the edge of town.

In 1968, the building was once again given new life when the City of Cole Camp leased the front corner office as the City Hall.

The back office space had been used as the United Telephone Company's office from the early '40s until 1962 when the offices were moved west on the highway to their newly built building near Ash Street and next to Mabry Antiques.

Guy Bryant took over the back office at the old bank building in 1970 as an upholstery shop. He was there for only a year before moving to a larger building on South Maple Street.

The building's second floor has served several purposes as well. While the bank was still functioning, a dentist named Taylor operated in the second-floor front office until his retirement in the late 1950s. Since Dr. Taylor's retirement, that area has been used as residential apartments.

A lady photographer, humorously named Alice Cooper, operated her business from one of the building's offices during the early 1900s. During the 1940s, C.P. Junge occupied the east portion of the second floor to practice law until his move to the second floor of the Citizens-Farmers Bank in 1956. The office has continued as the office of Leon Stelling for many years since.

The back upstairs office was also used for the medical practice of Dr. Moffatt until it later became a relief office during the Great Depression of the '30s. In later years, the back office area has also been repurposed as a residential apartment.

As with so many other buildings that still stand today, purposes have often changed, but the buildings have served the community well over the past century. The old Peoples Bank building is certainly one of the most notable examples of the rich history of our downtown area.
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Roy Donnell pictured at the counter of his radio and jewelry shop.
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VOICES ON A QUIET DAY
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It's always a sad occurrence when any iconic building goes under the wrecking ball. When such a place goes, a big piece of history goes with it.

Most residents of Cole Camp have few, if any memories of the old Confectionary building, or the people who once made it the place it once was. I was toward the tail end of those who would remember its existence and I knew it as The Kaffee Klatch. 

The younger generation might unwittingly know of a part of that establishment from the iconic wooden booths that used to grace another later-year eatery, known as Derr Essen Platz. The booths were rescued from The Klatch and used in that widely popular corner restaurant brought to life by Jim and Shirley Cash.

Rufus Tobaben, Delbert Veale, and Jean Lumpee's names were all synonymous with the downstairs restaurant that was part of the gray concrete block building razed to make room for the current-day parking lot in Downtown Cole Camp. But the restaurant was just part of the building's allure.

Upstairs was where the local dentist of the day, Dr. O.U. "Toe" Reimenschnitter had his office in the east half of the second floor. In my day, the west side was unoccupied, but I've been told it had been a residence, as well as other things over the years.

However you knew it, losing this building was surely a blow to local history aficionados. But, if you let your imagination work long and hard enough, on a quiet day you just might still hear some of the sounds from the building that once graced the downtown location of the past.
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THE BELLEVIEW HOTEL: A STORIED PAST
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Few, if any remaining buildings of our community hold more mystique and charm of days past than the Belleview Hotel. It is likely one of two or three still standing, so richly steeped in a storied past. As with so many buildings in the downtown area, that history is rapidly being lost.

Built by Louis Grother around 1890, the building was originally the home of Grother's Drug Store, the second location of that business, being moved from "Old Cole Camp" upon completion of this building. He operated from this new location for several years until he would again move the business down Maple Street, next to Ahrens' Shoe Store.

Upon Grother's exit, the building was sold to P.M. Bell, who is generally credited with naming the building "Belleview" for his new hotel he would operate from this busy corner. Things changed rapidly during those days of commercial success, as was the case when the Hotel was sold to Peter Tobaben.

Tobaben and Anna, his wife, continued operating the business as Belleview Hotel until his death. After that, family members stepped in to assist Anna with the daily operation of the Hotel. It was then that they also added several other businesses that would simultaneously operate from the Hotel building.

Among these ventures was one operated by Emil Winkelmeyer, who had sold monuments for many years. He moved his operation to the Hotel, as did Chris Runsick, another family member who operated a taxi service from the location.

The taxi service amounted mostly to daily trips to Nay, north of town, to pick up rail passengers of the Rock Island Railroad. He would also include weekly trips to Sedalia, connecting travelers of train and bus services to and from there.

These changes apparently were the spark that fueled the conversion of the Hotel to retail trade establishments that would be housed within. The hotel business was beginning to decline, so the change was imminent.

One of the first non-family tenants was Maurine Harms, who began a beauty shop during the 1930s. In 1943, Dr. Duncan purchased the north half of the building. After remodeling the interior to fit his needs, his medical practice was moved to the location from its former home above the Citizens-Farmers Bank.

Dr. Duncan was succeeded by Dr. Moreland, who operated the clinic until the mid-'50s when Dr. Harold Wackerle took over the practice. In the late '50s, Dr. John L. Watson purchased the practice and moved his Clinton office to The Belleview.

Drs. Wackerle and Watson lived above the office, with their families. The Watsons lived there until the new Cole Camp Clinic of the day was built and completed. At about the same time, the Watsons' new home was completed and they moved into it, leaving that end of the Hotel vacant.

That end was soon purchased by Ruby Sims, who moved her beauty shop from the south end of the Hotel building to the north end. She would continue to operate in that location until the mid to late '70s.

In addition to the many businesses that have occupied parts of the building, The Hotel has also been home to many colorful characters over the years. It's sad to think that so many of the memories of these individuals, along with their stories, have disappeared from our history.

The building has continued to change ownership in later years for various purposes. The cost of the extensive renovations that would be required to return the building to its original splendor would seem to make the possibilities unlikely.

Still, the Belleview Hotel Building is so much a part of the colorful and storied history of Cole Camp, that it's hard to come to grasp with the thought that it might someday no longer grace the corner as it has for over 130 years.
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A WRINKLE IN TIME
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In today's world of state-of-the-art equipment and technological advancements, it's hard to imagine that as late as the 1960s, this picturesque store facing was home to the Cole Camp & Rural Fire Department.

During the 1930s, Emil Winkelmeyer operated a tire shop at this location. With the closing of his shop, it became the firehouse until 1973 when the new fire station was completed.

The building not only housed the two trucks of the day, one being the 1929 antique truck, but it was also the home of the notorious city jail. As far as I can remember, the only "criminals" ever locked up were those who may have over-imbibed just a bit in one of the taverns along the street affectionately known as "Battle Row."

My fondest memories of the building came from the days of the annual Cole Camp Fair. The building was used for the Hobby Department displays. For a young boy of the day, the model cars were the main attraction.

Just another memory from a simpler time in my little town.
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THE MAJESTIC BUILDING ON THE CORNER
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It still stands there today. Although time often takes its toll on the old buildings, one building sits majestically on the southeast corner of Second & Maple Streets in Downtown Cole Camp. Perched conspicuously where travelers, forced to stop at the intersection by law, catch a clear view of one of our most iconic buildings in the current-day Handel Haus building.

For long-time residents, however, the building is more commonly known as the Old Western Auto Building. Around 1920, George Wellbrock had a vision. To make it come about, he would first need to move the old Herman Boeschen home that sat on a corner, in which Wellbrock saw so much more potential. The house that was moved is also still standing where it was moved at the time. It is the current home of the Cole Camp Jaycees.

With the old house moved, Wellbrock proceeded to build a new and glamorous brick building that would house prominent local businesses well into the next century. He had been a clerk in a mercantile store owned by Henry Meyer for several years before he decided to go for broke by building an eye-catching building to house his own business.

Wellbrock's wife, Marie, joined him in the venture, as a clerk in the store until her death. Their store handled clothing, shoes, dry goods, and groceries. A few years after Marie's death, Wellbrock retired from business, opening the way for Paul Holtzen to move into the location with the Western Auto franchise.

In 1963, the building and business were purchased by Raymond Harris, who managed the store along with his son. Leroy Hagston succeeded the Harris family in operating the Western Auto business until 1970 when Rufus Hagenah purchased the business and moved it back across Second Street to its original location on the north of what was then the City Hall.

Clarence and Helen Arnold purchased the building in 1974 to open Cole Camp's first motorcycle shop, operating under the name of Cole Camp Sports Cycle.

The Wellbrock Building has had its share of other tenants over the years, as well. These have operated in the back of the building, or in the basement. During the 1960s, Paul Holtzen had his real estate and insurance office in the back office space, while, at about the same time, Sue Blevens operated a beauty shop in the basement.

In 1972, Howard Kerksiek opened a barbershop in the back upstairs part of the building until about the time of the Arnolds' purchase in 1974. Also, during the late '60s, Raymond Harris and Jane Richter opened offices in the basement for a time.

For quite some time now, Judy Smasal has operated Handel Haus on the corner, keeping the rich heritage of the building safely secured into the future.

Cole Camp residents who are still able to remember the succession of businesses that have been housed on this prominent corner hold many memories of the various businesses and proprietors that have played their roles in keeping the building's rich history alive.
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