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Introduction

 


I Never Stopped

 


This is my second book on UFO sightings in
the Hudson River Valley region of New York. Research for my first
book, In the Night Sky (2013), was an amazing journey. As I was
interviewing eyewitnesses and following leads throughout the area,
Felix and Sarah Olivieri of Big Guy Media were filming me every
step of the way. Their documentary, In the Night Sky: I Recall a
UFO, was the result.

At the end of February, 2013, Felix and I
went to the International UFO Congress in Arizona, and the
documentary was entered in their film festival, which was attended
by thousands of people. In the Night Sky won the People’s Choice
Award—by a landslide!—and we knew that there was great interest not
only in the stories from the Hudson Valley, but also in the way we
presented those stories.

In the past year, the success of the film and
book has led to other film festivals, radio and television
interviews, and many speaking engagements. And with each
appearance, more people came forward with new stories. The ink was
hardly dry in the first book when it looked like there would be a
second book.

It’s not that I returned to writing about
Unidentified Flying Objects, it’s that I never stopped! People just
kept calling, writing, and emailing me to ask if my first book was
completed, yet even though I told them it was finished, they gave
me their stories anyway. And I’m glad they did, because it inspired
my research to move in several new directions.

For example, because of a connection I made
at the Pine Bush UFO Festival, a gentleman told me his story about
an incident at Stewart Air Force base in the 1960s. That led me to
look into Stewart sightings reported in Project Blue Book, which
led to an entire chapter of Blue Book sightings throughout the
Hudson Valley. That, in turn, prompted a lengthy newspaper archive
search which uncovered sightings from over a century ago!

All of this proves to me that the Hudson
Valley is most likely the #1 Hotspot for UFO activity in the
country. Yet, I have found that even UFO enthusiasts living in the
region don’t know about the long and varied history of sightings.
Unfortunately, I’ve also found that many people across the country
never even heard of the Hudson Valley!

I hope to change that.

If you have any interest in the UFO field,
you need to know about the more than 100 years of sightings in this
area. You need to know about the “mysterious airships,” the disks,
the triangles, and the rectangles. You need to know about the close
encounters and missing time, and the mass sightings. There are
mysteries here that need to be solved.

There are UFOs in the Hudson Valley.

 


Linda Zimmermann

January 2014
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Chapter 1: Mysterious Airships

 


Most UFO enthusiasts have heard of the
“Mysterious Airship” wave of sightings in the United States during
1896-97, with the strange craft being spotted from California to
Texas. Given the state of aviation at the time—it would be six
years before the Wright Brothers first powered flight—there is no
suitable explanation for the craft and lights seen in the night
skies across so many states during those two years.

What is less known, and equally inexplicable,
is the wave of mysterious airship sightings in the northeast in
1909-10. Many of those sightings occurred in the Hudson Valley, as
is evidenced by this article in the August 1, 1909 edition of the
New York newspaper, The Sun:
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While the description sounds like something
out of Jules Verne, or just a conglomeration of the characteristics
of a balloon, dirigible, and an airplane, I am suspicious about the
reliability of this aspect of the article, as all the sightings in
the northeast were at night (this one also states it was 11pm), and
all of the other witnesses said it was invariably too dark to see
the actual craft. At best, people were seeing the light (or lights)
and a dark shape. In any event, this article certainly caught my
attention, and I knew I had to do some digging.

After conducting an extensive search of
newspaper archives, I came across several other articles relating
to this wave of sightings—including several things that made fun of
what people claimed to see in a variety of ways that were
remarkably similar to the critical reactions to more modern UFO
sightings. To my amazement, I soon realized that here were all the
elements of denials, ridiculous excuses, hoaxers, and belittled
witnesses already in place, more than 100 years ago!

Before getting into all the details, however,
it’s important to give some background on what the state of
aviation was in 1909. As a picture is worth a thousand words,
here’s a photo of the U.S. Army’s first airplane, purchased from
the Wright Brothers in 1909 for the huge sum of $30,000. It could
fly at an average speed of 42 miles per hour, which was very fast
for that time, and could safely fly for about an hour.
Unfortunately, safety was a relative term, as it turned out to be
far better at crashing than flying.
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It’s also very important to note that the
majority of the mysterious airship sightings in 1909 were at night,
and no airplanes had yet flown at night in the United States, or
anywhere else in the world. In fact, the very first night flight on
record was not until 1910, and it took place in Buenos Aires,
Argentina.

So essentially, in 1909 in the United States,
there were very few planes, they only flew in daylight, they
couldn’t go much faster than 40 miles per hour, and they couldn’t
fly much longer than an hour. So what did that leave in the skies
over America? Unpowered balloons at the mercy of the winds, and
dirigibles. Certainly, the master of dirigibles was Count Ferdinand
von Zeppelin, and in 1909 his LZ-4 was the best available. The LZ-4
could go 30 mph and had stayed aloft an impressive 31 hours.

However, all the Zeppelins were in
Germany, and the United States had only a rather pathetic
version of an airship owned by the Army Signal Corps, known as the
SC-1. It could only manage 20 mph, and stayed in the air for just
two hours.

With these facts in mind, consider the
following article which appeared in the Newburgh Daily Journal,
July 26, 1909:

 


“AIR SHIP” IS SEEN AGAIN FROM WASHINGTON
HEIGHTS

SHE WAS SWOOPING

 


Too Dark, It Is Said, to Discern Outlines of
the “Ship.”

 


About 10:30 o’clock Sunday night several
Newburghers in Washington Heights observed the much-talked-about
airship rise above the Fishkill mountains at a point deemed to be
in line with the (illegible) Beacon. While the night was too dark
to discern the outlines of the machine, it was of considerable
length (illegible) a light was plainly visible at (illegible) end,
and these two lights were (illegible) considerable distance
apart.

Spy glasses were procured by the observers on
the Heights and the gradual rising of one (illegible) above the
level of the other gave (illegible) that the machine was “swooping”
in its motions. The “air-ship” gradually arose, but did not seem to
be going either away from or coming toward the observers in
Newburgh. But its motion was gradually higher and higher until at
11:30 the machine seemed to be almost twice as high above the
mountains as the top of the mountains seems to be above the level
of the river. [Note: That would give an altitude of about 4500
feet.]

When the observers ceased watching the
movements of the “air-ship” at 11:30 it was at its highest point,
and seemed to be going higher. The alternate rising of one of the
two lights above the other suggested that the movements of the
apparatus were “rolling like a ship, or swooping” like a bird.

 


Here’s another article from the Poughkeepsie
Daily Eagle, on August 24, 1909:

 


Apropos of the statement of several people in
Newburgh and Fishkill and also in Poughkeepsie that they have seen
a mysterious airship floating around over head at night, we find
the following in the Rochester Democrat Chronicle, which shows that
this peculiar form of hallucination is not confined to the valley
of the Hudson: “Mysterious airships and aeroplanes are beginning to
fly through the darkness of the night in various parts of the
country. Nobody knows whither they come or whither they go.
Apparently they start from nowhere and never land. Perhaps they are
the advance couriers of that anticipated comet due here some time
next winter or spring. It is clearly absurd to believe that so
conspicuous an object as a dirigible balloon or even an aeroplane
capable of carrying two men could be assembled, inflated, started
and handled without attracting the attention of the omnipresent
agents of the newspaper. We may add to this that so far we know the
people who think they have seen the mysterious airship in this
locality have declared that it always carries a light. In fact, it
is the light they have been seeing. They are unable to tell whether
it was a dirigible balloon or an aeroplane that was carrying it,
although on several occasions this mysterious visitor was reported
on moonlight nights. Now there is no law yet compelling airships to
carry lights, no reason to suppose that they do carry lights and,
in fact, we have the statement of one of the leading aeropilots
that no aeroplane in this country has yet made a night flight.
(text illegible) to see the Hudson-Fulton flight, if it ever
occurs, but we hope by that time at least some fliers will be able
to fly in the broad day time.

 


This last article has many things worth
noting:

•We see that in the Hudson Valley, the
airships were not only being seen from Goshen to Newburgh, but
across the river in Fishkill and as far north as Poughkeepsie,
roughly an overall distance of about 40 miles.

•The reporter is referring to these sightings
as a “peculiar form of hallucination”—clearly disparaging the
witnesses.

•The reporter states that, “Nobody knows
whither they come or whither they go. Apparently they start from
nowhere and never land.” Certainly sounds like a UFO!

•The reporter also suggests that these
airships may be “the advance couriers of that anticipated comet,”
which hopefully was meant in jest, as it’s simply too ludicrous to
relate unidentified aircraft with an approaching comet.

•The reporter does make an excellent point
about it being “clearly absurd to believe that so conspicuous an
object as a dirigible balloon or even an aeroplane capable of
carrying two men could be assembled, inflated, started and handled
without attracting the attention of the omnipresent agents of the
newspaper.” In addition to the fact that such secrecy would be next
to impossible, it would also be very hard to believe that if
someone had managed to build such a superior vehicle, they wouldn’t
have tried to cash in on it, as there were fortunes to be made with
aircraft.

•Finally, there is the pilot’s testimony that
“there is no law yet compelling airships to carry lights, no reason
to suppose that they do carry lights and, in fact, we have the
statement of one of the leading aeropilots that no aeroplane in
this country has yet made a night flight.”

 


As I was scanning reel after reel of old
newspapers on microfilm—which kind of makes me cross-eyed and
seasick if I do it too long or too fast—my eye just happened to
catch a tiny paragraph at the bottom of a page of the Goshen
Democrat from August 5, 1909 with the title “Human Volcano Erupts.”
Thinking it would be something funny, I stopped scanning and
enlarged that section. I was both amused and delighted by the
nature of the brief article, and the fact that it was actually
related to the mysterious airships!
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This might just be the first—and only—case in
history where someone was put in jail for swearing at a UFO, and
one he didn’t even get to see! This also reminded me of the people
in Pine Bush in the 1980s and 90s who were threatened with arrest
when they made “skywatching” illegal, although it was Otto
Pushman’s “sulphorous language” and not his standing on the street
and watching the sky that landed him in jail for an entire
month.

The mysterious Hudson Valley airship
sightings spread throughout New England by the end of December.
Many thousands of witnesses watched in amazement as something with
lights circled, hovered, and sped off into the darkness. The
following is a report from Rhode Island which appeared in the New
York Tribune:

 


SEEING THINGS AT NIGHT

Watchers of Providence Tell of Illuminated
Flying Machines

(By Telegraph to The Tribune)

Providence, Dec. 21.—People in this section
who were out at 1:15 this morning were attracted by the mysterious
airship which went over the city of Pawtucket and the outlying
districts of Providence, going in the direction of Newport.

Two red lights in the sky first appeared, and
it became evident that they were gradually proceeding southward.
Among those who saw the aerial navigator was Mrs. William S.
Forsythe, of No. 85 Evergreen street, Pawtucket. All were able to
make out the outline of the flying machine against the background
of stars.

 


The airship was then seen the next night over
Worcester and Marlboro, MA.

 


AIRSHIP STIRS CITY

Twice Appears Over Worcester—Tillinghast
Suspected

Worcester, Mass., Dec 22.—Flying through the
night at an average speed of from thirty to forty miles an hour, a
mysterious airship to-night appeared over Worcester, hovered over
the city a few minutes, disappeared for about two hours and then
returned to cut four circles above the gaping city, meanwhile
sweeping the heavens with a searchlight of very high power. The
news of its presence spread like wildfire and thousands thronged
the streets to watch the mysterious visitor.

The airship remained over the city for about
fifteen minutes, all the time at a height that most observers set
at about two thousand feet, too far to enable even its precise
shape to be seen. After a time it disappeared in the direction of
Marlboro, only to return later.

Coming up from the southeast, the sky voyager
veered to the west, remained in sight a few moments, and then
disappeared to the northwest. In five minutes the searchlight was
again seen glowing in the distance like a monster star, and the
ship came up, hovered over the city a short time, and disappeared
to the southeast.

Two hours later an eager shout from the
waiting crowds announced its return. Slowly, its light sweeping the
heavens it circled four times above the city and then disappeared,
and finally heading first southerly and then to the east.

At the time of the airship visit Wallace E.
Tillinghast, the Worcester man who recently claimed to have
invented a marvelous aeroplane in which he said he journeyed to New
York and return by way of Boston, was absent from his home and
could not be located.

 


Marlboro, Mass, Dec. 22.—An airship was
sighted over Marlboro early tonight, going northwest at thirty or
more miles an hour. Persons in all sections of the city reported
having had a glimpse of it. Its general course, they say, was in
the direction of Clinton.

 


Again, we can rule out airplanes because, as
was stated earlier, they did not fly at night and could not fly for
hours at the time. The finest Zeppelins may have been capable of
the duration of these sightings, but not at speeds of 40 mph and
above, and, most importantly, there were no Zeppelins in the
country. As American dirigibles were inferior to the German
Zeppelins, these mysterious airships were not of domestic origin
either. Over the past century, many aviation experts have confirmed
that no one had yet built anything that had all of the flight
capabilities of these nocturnal airships of 1909.

Which doesn’t mean someone didn’t try to
claim that he had produced such an amazing airship.

Enter businessman Wallace E. Tillinghast
(mentioned in the above article), the hoaxer every good UFO wave
seems to require to muddy the waters of legitimate research. In
mid-December, Tillighast claimed that he had invented a
heavier-than-air flying machine that could attain unheard of speeds
of 120 mph, carry three people, and travel at least 300 miles
without refueling.

He also claimed that he had already made over
one hundred flights, including an incredible nighttime journey from
Worcester to New York City, circling the Statue of Liberty four
times at an altitude of 4,000 feet, and then passing through Boston
on his way home. During that alleged flight, the aircraft’s engine
cut out, but he managed to keep the plane gliding for over 45
minutes while his two mechanics fixed the engine in mid-air!

As there had been sightings of mysterious
airships throughout the Hudson Valley during the summer, and then
subsequent sightings throughout New England, people actually
believed the outrageous claims. However, as days and weeks passed
without Tillinghast ever publicly producing his remarkable vehicle,
it soon became evident he was lying. Unfortunately, even though he
was proven to be a fraud, he left a mark on this wave of sightings
that is still haunting UFO researchers to this day.

Once the lies were revealed, the same
newspapers who had sung the praises of the airship’s spectacular
feats of aviation seen by countless reliable witnesses such as
judges, professors, teachers, and policemen, now said that all of
the witnesses had only seen the planet Venus, or “fire
balloons.”

Modern-day UFO skeptics now twist the facts
and say that the mysterious airship sightings of 1909 occurred only
after Tillinghast made his December announcement, so they are
either ignorant of the Hudson Valley sightings five months earlier,
or are simply choosing to ignore them. Therefore, they say, the
tens of thousands of witnesses were simply suffering from “mass
hysteria” and “mass delusions.”
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A cartoon in the New York Press on December
27, 1909 was already poking fun at these witnesses and sightings.
As if excuses such as mass hysteria and Santa Claus weren’t
demeaning enough, there was this mention in the New York Daily News
on September 3, 1910:

Citizens of New York City are recovering
from their panic. The mysterious airship turns out to have been a
kite, flown for the amusement of a six-year-old youngster.

England also had its own wave of nighttime
airship sightings in 1909. Due to the fears of a German invasion,
they were dubbed Scareships, and spread panic throughout the
public. No suitable explanation for these sightings has ever been
found, either, so naturally, that wave has also been classified as
the result of mass hysteria.

So here we have it, the tried and true
formula for dealing with unexplained aerial phenomena, whether it
was a hundred years ago or recent activity:

 


1909 Mysterious Airships =
Hoaxer+Kite+Balloons+Venus+Mass Hysteria / Newspaper Ridicule

 


1950 Flying Saucers = Secret Military
Aircraft+Hoaxers with Pie Pans on Strings+Weather
Balloons+Venus+Mass Hysteria/Newspaper Ridcule

 


1980s Hudson Valley Triangles = Secret
Military Aircraft+Hoaxers with Ultralight Planes+Venus+Mass
Hysteria/Newspaper and Television Ridicule

 


21st Century Sightings = Secret Military
Aircraft+Photoshop and Video Hoaxers+Venus+Mass Hysteria /
Multimedia Ridicule

 


I think it’s important to note that no one
during the 1909 wave was claiming that the lighted objects they
were seeing in the night sky were alien spacecraft. Aviation was in
its infancy and it was an exciting time of invention and discovery,
so the mysterious airships were seen with fascination and the
expectation that the inventor would be stepping forward at any
moment. Witnesses simply had no reason to lie about what they were
seeing, and had no mass delusions of an extraterrestrial
invasion.

Here are the basic facts:

•Large aircraft with bright lights were
traveling at night at speeds and over distances not possible by any
aircraft in the country in 1909.

•While some claimed to hear engine sounds or
a soft “whirring,” others had trouble believing their own eyes
because the mysterious airships were silent.

•People watched in fascination for hours
because they thought they were seeing something far beyond the
current known technology.

•There are estimates that tens of thousands
of people saw these lighted craft at night from New York to Maine
in 1909-10.

•Over one hundred years of research has not
turned up one shred of evidence of any advanced aircraft built in
1909—no inventors, no blueprints, no prototypes or models, and
definitely no aircraft.

 


So what were these mysterious airships and
what does it all mean? Given all of the facts, the wave of 1909-10
is just further proof that the Hudson Valley was, and is, the
country’s #1 Hotspot for UFO activity.

 



Chapter 2: Triangles, Boomerangs, and
Vs

 


Scott, Brewster, NY, 1970s and 1983

 


Scott was too young remember his fist UFO
sighting in the 1970s. He was in the car with his mother, and they
were driving on Route 684 near Brewster. There were strange lights
in the sky, but they weren’t close enough to see the body of the
craft.

However, he vividly remembers his sighting on
the night of March 17, 1983—one of the most famous nights in Hudson
Valley UFO history. That was the night that hundreds, and perhaps
thousands, of people saw a massive, silent boomerang or
triangular-shaped craft hovering above Route 84 in Brewster. One of
those witnesses was Dennis Sant, who would later be featured on the
show Unsolved Mysteries, as well as in my book In the Night Sky.
Scott was close friends with one of Dennis’ sons, and he lived just
a short distance away, on the other (south) side of Route 84.

Scott’s parents were out that night, and he
was home watching television. He kept noticing some “funny lights”
through the drapes, and got up several times wondering what kind of
aircraft it was. As it got closer, he quickly realized this was
nothing he had ever seen before. He ran toward the front door,
stepped outside and “stood in awe” of what was directly above his
house.

“It was a mammoth, solid structure,
triangular, silent, and hovering just above the trees. It had to be
two or three football fields long. It was so low if I had a tennis
racket and ball and could have hit it. I ran inside to call a
friend nearby, but by the time he went outside it was gone.”

Scott admits he was “a little bit paralyzed”
by the incredible sight, which lasted between five to ten minutes,
but he didn’t have any fear. The overwhelming feeling he had was
one of “exhilaration.” In fact, he admits that “it was a letdown”
when it never came back.

“I really can’t convey the feelings I had
that night, like this was a once in a lifetime thing.”

 


Ed Mulvaney, Hopewell Junction, NY, Summer
1979

 


In December of 2013, I received the following
email. This was of particular interest to me, because as Ed points
out, it is a very early sighting of a triangular-shaped craft,
occurring three years before the main wave of sightings of this
type in this area.

 


Don’t know if you’re still interested in
these sightings, but I have witnessed one of these huge craft from
a distance and from right underneath. The main thing that confuses
me is the fact I saw this in the summer of 1979. All the accounts I
have read or saw in the media talks about 1982.

I was heading west on Route 84 late one
evening coming down Stormville Mountain when I noticed a huge craft
about 1/2 a mile or so away moving east in the same direction as I
was. I drove and watched it until I exited north onto the Taconic
State Parkway. As I entered northbound about a 1/4 mile up was an
old gas station at the first crossroad you come to. I saw maybe 15
or 20 cars pulled over. I pulled over onto the left shoulder behind
another parked car and walked over to a group of people just as
this craft came into view. It was mostly a wooded area, but open
along the parkway so we had a fair amount of sky to see it pass
right over us just above the tree tops.

It was triangular, and the size was just
unbelievable. It was as large as a new cruise ship. When it passed
over it blocked out most of the stars, and because it was moving as
slow as it was, it took a good 20 to 30 seconds to completely pass
over.

What struck me as it passed were two things.
There was no sound from this craft, but a small single-engine
Cessna-type aircraft was north of us maybe 3 or 4 miles and I could
distinctly hear the drone from its motor. Looking at the underside
of this huge silent craft, I had noticed a ring of changing color
lights that looked like they were pulsating and chasing around an
oval-shaped protrusion that was in the center of the craft. The
craft body looked to be a dark grey/black metal that had structures
like support beams. At the tips of the triangular-shaped craft were
bright white lights that stayed on with one intensity.

The craft then passed over the northern tree
line and went out of sight. I remember saying to one of the people
standing around mostly silent, “What did we just see?” I don’t
remember him replying. It was surreal. Within a minute everyone got
back into their cars and drove off. I still have dreams of this. It
was a profound moment in my life. Until then I was neither a
skeptic nor a believer, but that has changed. I know deep down what
I saw was not from this planet.

Thanks for reading my experience.

 


Joan Naylor, Yorktown Heights, c.1980,
Gardiner, NY, 2009

 


Our UFO sighting happened in the late 70s or
early 80s when we lived in Yorktown Heights, Westchester County. We
were taking a ride one night on rt.129 around the Croton Reservoir.
It was a moonless night so the stars were very bright. One star
caught my attention because of the orange color. I was watching
this star when I noticed that it seemed to be moving. I told my
husband what I saw, and he said he had also been watching the same
star.

We watched it streak across the sky trailing
what looked like fire; our first thought was it was a comet or a
plane on fire. We pulled off the road and got out of the car. We
saw a large bright light and realized that it was lighting up the
sky around it and we could see blue sky and clouds. Suddenly, a
very intense light came on, and the object changed direction,
coming right towards us. It passed right over our car, about 300
feet above us, and went over the reservoir —it was silent, triangle
shaped with white lights on each point, and 200-300 feet long per
side. We drove to the top of the Croton Dam to see if we could see
it again, and parked on the other side. My husband got out of the
car, and we then noticed a bright light on the top of the mountain
on the opposite side of the dam.

The light started to rise when we heard a
loud roar. Looking over the dam towards Croton, we saw 3 spot
lights heading right for us from the valley below. These three
lights and the one on the mountain turned out to be military
helicopters. The one on the mountain and the three coming over the
dam joined up and went out over the reservoir. I watched the local
paper for reports of this UFO. A week later, it was reported that
someone else had seen the craft when it entered the atmosphere. I
called the local paper and police, but no one was interested.

Our last UFO experience happened in Oct. of
2009. We were on Albany Post Road (in Gardiner) on our way to
Albany Airport. It was about 2am. We were maybe 4 miles south from
the intersection of Rt.44/55 when a bright light came on over our
car, lighting up the whole interior. I couldn't see
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