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Caleb James was a preacher’s kid. A “PK”, in common vernacular. All his life he had been called a PK and he hated it. The life of a PK, in his mind, was dull and predictable. In a word, the PK life was lifeless.

As he sat watching his family eating yet another lifeless Sunday dinner, he decided that things would change real soon. No more eating the same roast chicken with fork and knife. No more listening to his mother’s small talk.

And most important, no more listening to his father, Pastor Rudolph James, spout so-called wisdom from his seat at the head of the table. Caleb was 25 years old. If his brother John, older by 3 years, wanted to stay under the old man’s thumb, then that was his business. 

Caleb had had enough of doing his father’s bidding. It was time to live life on his terms. His mother’s voice cut into his private thoughts. 

“Today was lovely, dear,” Janet James said to her husband. 

“Uhm,” Rudolph mumbled in reply as he chewed a bite of chicken. 

“I think the message was relevant,” his mother said. 

“No, it wasn’t,” Caleb interjected. “Dad was preaching about guineps and tofu. Why do all his messages have to have some reference to food?”

His mother gave him the look. “Caleb, please. Not today.”

Caleb simmered down a bit. He knew what that look meant, and he wasn’t in the mood for one of her lectures of being disrespectful to the message of God. So he decided not to push the issue on his father’s sermon topics. 

Caleb’s brother John dabbed at the corners of his mouth with a cloth napkin. “I think it was a good message.”

“You would think so you little zombie!” Caleb growled. “How about developing a mind of your own, big brother, instead of sopping up what everybody else thinks.”

“Caleb!” his mother said, “You are way out of line.”

Rudolph looked down his nose at his son. Caleb felt the heat from his stare. “I preach so people can understand and relate to what I’m saying,” he shared. “The message was good, but did it accomplish anything, Janet?”

“I’m sure it did, honey. There were many who came to the altar.”

“Yes, but not my son.”

Rudolph James stared at his youngest son again.

Caleb rolled his eyes. “I’m gonna assume you are talking about me, so I will ask why would I need to go to the altar today? You preached about people being like guineps. Some can be stripped from the seed easily, while others take a little greater effort. How is that relevant to me?”

“Your attitude, for one.”

“What’s wrong with my attitude?”

“It’s not Christ-like.”

“Are you two really going to do this again today?” Janet asked.

Her husband went back to slicing his meat. “I’m just trying to have my dinner.”

“I dream of the day the two of you get along,” she said. “I don’t even know what the problem is between you two.”

“Conflict of interest maybe.”

“How so, Pops?”

“I am interested in church, and you are not.”

“Do you have any idea what it’s like being a pastor’s son?”

“Nope. My father mined coal and grew callaloo. He went to church twice. His wedding and his funeral.”

“Well then, let me tell you what it is like being a pastor’s kid, a PK, Pops. It feels like my own personal prison. No freedom. No space.”

“Wherever the presence of God is ... there is liberty.”

“There is no liberty in being your son. There are just rules, chains, curfews and padlocks. No fun. No freedom.”

“Freedom to do what?”

Smiling, Caleb twirled his fork in the air. “Whatever I like.”

“Then maybe you have outgrown this roof.”

“Maybe I have.”

There, he had said it out loud. His brother and mother stopped eating and stared at him, like he had just sprouted a third eye. 

His father took a deep breath and leaned forward. “You are nothing but an ungrateful fool.”

Caleb slammed his fist on the table.

Rudolph’s nostril flared. His eyes grew large. “Did you just slam your fist on my table?”

Did the water in his glass just tremble? 

“I apologize.”

His father still looked like he was going to blow a blood vessel. “This house is mine, young man. All this furniture is mine. I am the one who took them out on hire purchase, and I am still paying for them. In this house, you own nothing; so, curtail that attitude, son.”

Caleb got up from the table. 

“I don’t see why you can’t be more like your brother?” His father mumbled over his cold dinner. 

“Caleb please sit down and finish your dinner,” Janet said. She looked like she was near tears. 

“I’ve lost my appetite, mom. Excuse me.”

Caleb left the table but even behind the closed doors of his room he could hear his parent’s talking. 

“I can’t remember the last time Caleb finished eating his Sunday dinner,” his father said.

“And, you have to stop comparing him to John,” came Janet’s reply. “You know he hates it.”

“I can’t help it. The boy gets under my skin.”

Caleb rolled his eyes. The feeling is mutual, Pops.

“You can’t fight fire with fire, my love.”

“You shouldn’t be taking his side, Janet. You saw what he did.”

“I’m sure there was a reason.”

“He walked out, five minutes into my message, and didn’t come back till after I finished preaching. I think the reason is clear enough.”

Janet got up from the table. “I will go see if Caleb is okay. Excuse me.”

His mother went to Caleb’s door and softly knocked, but he refused to answer it. After a few minutes, she left. Caleb kicked off
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