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Dedication
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For every woman who was told she was too loud, too much, too messy, or not enough. May you laugh louder, stand taller, and remember that love should never ask you to disappear.
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Epigraph
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A woman does not become elegant by becoming silent. She becomes elegant when she learns she never had to apologize for her joy.
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Author Note
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Dear reader, this romantic comedy was written for readers who enjoy laughter mixed with heartbreak, glamour mixed with everyday chaos, and love stories where a woman discovers that becoming better should never mean becoming smaller.

Mia Santos is beautiful, clumsy, emotional, sexy, loud, and deeply human. She makes mistakes, says the wrong thing, and laughs at the worst possible time. Her journey is not about becoming worthy of love. It is about realizing she already was.

This file is formatted with Word section breaks and Heading 1 chapter titles so ebook converters can detect separate chapters and build a proper table of contents.
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Chapter 1
Coffee, Croissant, and Disaster
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The trouble began in the Stone International lobby, where coffee somehow became the center of Mia Santos's already complicated life.

Mia spills coffee on Alexander but saves a client meeting with honest, funny charm.

Alexander had a gift for making silence feel like furniture: expensive, heavy, and impossible to move.

Mia tried to laugh it off, because laughter was her oldest habit and safest hiding place. But beneath the joke, she felt the familiar sting of being measured against rules nobody had bothered to teach her.

Alexander noticed more than he admitted. He noticed the way Mia's smile lifted one side first, the way her confidence became louder when she was nervous, and the way the room changed whenever she forgot to be careful.

'This shirt has a better passport than I do.' Mia said, and the words came out bold enough to make someone cough, smile, or gasp, depending on how expensive their shoes were.

For a moment Alexander looked embarrassed enough to become marble. Then his gaze softened, only a little, and Mia saw the man under the money: lonely, controlled, and much more breakable than he wanted the world to know.

Alexander did not understand yet that correcting a wound is not the same as healing it.

The comedy of the moment did not erase the ache underneath it. Mia could be sexy, beautiful, and fearless in a crowded room, but one cold look from the wrong person could still make her feel like a girl standing outside a locked door.

By the end of it, the coffee no longer mattered. What mattered was the question neither of them could answer honestly: was Alexander falling for Mia as she was, or for the quieter version his world kept trying to create?

The Stone International lobby held its breath around them in the way important places often did. Mia noticed every polished surface, every careful glance, every reminder that she had entered a world where people learned rules before they learned kindness.

She touched the coffee as if it could explain how one ordinary woman had become the center of so much attention. Humor rose first, because humor always volunteered before courage. But this time, Mia let the feeling sit beside the joke instead of burying it underneath.

Alexander wanted to fix the problem quickly. He understood contracts, hotels, money, and reputation. He did not yet understand that Mia needed more than a solution. She needed to know he saw her embarrassment without becoming embarrassed by her.

The attraction between them arrived at inconvenient times. It showed up in the pause before an argument, in the heat of his hand near her waist, in the way Mia's voice softened when she forgot to protect herself. Neither trusted it, but both felt it.

That was the secret danger of their marriage: the fake parts were easy to perform, but the real parts kept appearing in small, stubborn moments neither of them had rehearsed.

Mia promised herself she would remember who she was. She had been poor, loud, clumsy, and underestimated, but she had never been empty. Whatever came next, she would not let anyone turn her into a decoration for a life that did not respect her heart.

Mia's day moved with the speed of a runaway luggage cart. She answered phones, soothed clients, fixed a reservation error, and still somehow managed to leave a trail of paper clips behind her like breadcrumbs for office gossip.

Alexander should have been irritated. He was irritated. But irritation did not explain why his eyes followed her when she crossed the office, or why her laugh stayed in the air after she left.

She was not polished. She was not quiet. She was not the kind of woman his mother would call suitable. That should have made her easy to ignore. Instead, it made her impossible to forget.

The chapter ended with nothing fully solved, which was how real hearts usually worked. But something had shifted, and neither Mia nor Alexander could pretend they had not felt it move.

d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
! A Funny and Emotional
! Billionaire Romantic Comedy
" About a Loud, Clumsy Wife
Who Learns She Was
Always Enough

4. - () AB

=

MADELYN WRAY






d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





