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How to Use this Book

These devotions are meant to be a jump start for your own devotional time. They are to help you decide what scripture to use for the day. Because of space, usually, only one verse of scripture is recorded. It is important to get your favorite translation of the Holy Bible out and read the surrounding verses of the quoted scripture to gain a better understanding. There are no dates for these devotions so you can choose according to the scripture used or title given. The titles might seem a little strange for some of the devotions. I’ve written over 5,000 devotions and producing different titles has been a challenge. I pray you find these devotions helpful in enriching your own devotional time. May God bless and guide you on your spiritual journey.
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Luke 24:45 Scriptures
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Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. (NIV)



Scriptures

After several decades of meditating and studying the scriptures, I needed a fresh outlook. One time I rewrote the Book of John making it written to me personally by putting in the appropriate pronouns or my name to fit the sentences. It made it come alive. Now I am in the process of rewriting the book of Psalms, making those prayers personal prayers from me to God. Sometimes I must change more than pronouns to make them my prayers. I’ve even been able to include the elections in this country in some of the psalms and many personal subjects. Below is an example I encourage you to give it a try but in your way.

Psalm 3

Lord, how many are the foes of this nation

Even many in this nation are against Your children

Many are saying

Christians cannot pray 

or say the name of God or Jesus in public

You are a shield around us

You lift our heads high

We call out to You, Lord

Answer us from Your holy mountain.

We lie down and sleep

When we wake, You sustain us.

We will not fear 

though our nation appears against us.

And assails our very freedom

Arise Lord

Deliver us from our enemies

Strike them in their mouths

Break their bit against our freedom

From You comes deliverance

May Your blessing be on us, Your children
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Psalms 113:3 Sunrise
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From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets, the name of the Lord is to be praised. (NIV)




Sunrise

I enjoy doing my prayer walk at sunrise. It is such a joy to praise God while looking at His beautiful artwork. Today it was foggy. No sunrise was visible. That didn’t mean there was no sunrise. The sun never rises; the earth turns making it appear the sun is rising. Even when we can’t see the sun “rise” it still becomes daylight, evidence of the sun “rising.”  God is Spirit. We cannot see His Spirit. But, like the evidence of daylight showing that the sun did indeed “rise,” there is evidence all around us that God’s Spirit is here. We cannot deny God created all. The variety in our creation, so many kinds of insects in their intricate and unique forms, so many kinds of vegetation with different forms of beauty, and so on and on. As we look over our lives, we can see evidence of God’s protection. Many times, we’re in the fog and the evidence is harder to see but that doesn’t mean God isn’t here. As I walked in the fog seeing only the step right in front of me, so we are to walk through life even when we only see the step right in front of us that God reveals. I trust there will be mornings without fog, and I can once again enjoy the “sunrise,” and I trust when I only see one step in front of me, God will show me each step to take in my (and your) life.
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Acts 12:14 Voice
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When she recognized Peter’s voice, she was so overjoyed she ran back without opening it and exclaimed, “Peter is at the door!”  (NIV)




Voice

We live in a day where we text, message, twitter, and e-mail people. It seems that using our cell phones to make a call is a burden to us. We would rather just send a text. We might think it’s more convenient for all involved or maybe we think we’re saving time. There is something about the human voice. We can identify people by their voices. Yes, our cell phones also identify who is texting or calling but, when we hear a voice, we hear more than just mere words. We hear the emotions behind it whether it be pain, anger, love, or any other emotion. The girl at the door didn’t need Peter to identify himself; she knew his voice. Neither did Mary at the empty tomb of Jesus. She didn’t recognize Him by sight but as soon as He said her name, she knew it was Jesus who spoke. The voice and the expression in the voice give meaning to the words. When we speak vocally to one another we are communicating more than just words. We are putting real meaning behind the words. There are times when just sending the words electronically is the right thing to do. We need to have discernment. Let us slow down a little and ask God how he wants us to communicate from time to time.
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Matthew 6:34 Tomorrow
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Therefore, do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. (NIV)



Tomorrow

Several nights ago, I didn’t sleep. I was stressed and worried about something I was going to have to do in a few days. I was full of “what ifs.”  I tried to tell myself it would be covered in prayer and God would be with me but that didn’t help the stress and worry. I had already done the same thing a week before and it was very costly and difficult. Granted, it could have been even worse, but God did protect me. A few days before this event was to take place, I was told I didn’t need to do it. What relief. But what peace was wasted by my stressing out over what might be but turned out not to be? Jesus gave such wonderful advice. We don’t know what tomorrow will bring. We don’t know what the next hour or minute will bring. Stressing and worrying about what isn’t yet right in front of us is a waste of time, energy, and emotion. How wonderful that we need not do that. We can choose to be in total peace because we have a loving and powerful Father Who has promised to meet all our needs and give us a full and abundant life. Our Father always keeps His promises. He holds all our tomorrows in His loving, powerful hands.
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Acts 13:22 After God’s Own Heart
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After removing Saul, he made David their king. God testified concerning him: ‘I have found David son of Jesse, a man after my own heart; he will do everything I want him to do.’ (NIV)



After God’s Own Heart

What a wonderful statement God made about David. David was a man after God’s own heart. This was because David, though not always obedient to God by doing everything God wanted him to do, continually looked to God.   Our question for us is, do we want to be a child of God after His own heart?  If yes, do we want it enough to be obedient in everything God asks of us and always look to Him?  We may think that is impossible for us. We may think there are too many commands in God’s written word for us to follow all of them all the time. We must read about David’s life. There are times when David didn’t obey the commands of God. Look them up for yourself. The difference is as soon as David was aware he was disobedient he not only confessed with much sorrow of his disobedience, but he also repented and decided to turn from that wrong and go the way of obedience. So often we just say, “That’s the way it is” or “I just can’t help it” or “So and so made me do it.”  We like to accuse anyone or anything else as the reason for our choices. Obedience is a choice. Are we willing to put our own self-centered, fleshly desires behind us, desiring first to be obedient to the One Who loves us more than anyone has, does, or will ever love us?  The choice is ours to make.
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Acts 13:40-41 Scoffers
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Take care that what the prophets have said does not happen to you: ‘Look, you scoffers, wonder and perish, for I am going to do something in your days that you would never believe, even if someone told you. (NIV)



Scoffers

This prophecy is still alive today. Our nation is full of scoffers. They are scoffing at God. They scoff at those of us who worship God. We already see some things occurring that are hard to believe. If we Christians don’t intercede, if we remain quiet in the presence of scoffers, if we turn our eyes away from sin we are being as the scoffers for we are being disobedient to God. It is time for us to spend much time in prayer rather than complaining. We must make sure our own lives (actions, inactions, speech, and thoughts) are following the Word of God. If we are not praying for our country, our government, and our leaders we have no business complaining. God promised if we would humble ourselves and pray, He would forgive our sins and heal our land. If we love God, if we love the freedom to worship Him, we had better get busy and do what He has said.

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

1 Corinthians 6:11 Sanctified
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And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. (NIV)



Sanctified

The word “sanctified” means to be set apart. When we accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior, God sets us apart. He expects us to be different from those who are not sanctified. He has a specific purpose for us. Our question is, can people say that we are different from the unbelievers?  Do we have to wear a cross around our neck or have a Christian symbol on our car for people to know we are different?  They should be able to tell by our speech, what we do, what we don’t do, and even how we drive. Think about what you did yesterday, what you said, what you didn’t do, and how you drove. Were you a reflection of Jesus? Let us practice being true to our sanctification. Let us demonstrate to the world how a sanctified person acts, speaks, and the things we don’t do. Let us consistently honor our calling to follow our Lord Jesus, God’s Son, by reflecting Him in all we are.
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Psalms 89:16  Psalms 89 
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They rejoice in Your name all day long; they celebrate Your righteousness. (NIV)



Psalms 89

Watching the rejoicing over the Chicago Cubs winning the World Series I can’t help but wonder why we don’t rejoice like that over our salvation and over all the wonderful blessings God freely gives us. The Cubs fans are so extremely excited. Where is our excitement? We may show some excitement for a moment, but the Cubs fans went on throughout the night with their excitement and they’re still excited today and rejoicing, letting the whole world know they are the winners. When was the last time we stayed up all night praising our God?  We are the winners of a full, abundant life throughout all eternity. What are we doing, as individuals, to let all around us know of the joy, salvation, and blessing that can be there as well?  Enough words were written. Just think about it. Are we doing what Psalms 89:16 says?
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Ephesians 2:8-10 God’s Grace
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For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. (NIV)



God’s Grace

We can memorize the entire Bible and not be saved for eternal life and forgiven for our sins. We can go to church every time the doors are open, be a leader or pastor in church, and still not be saved. We can do all manner of what is good and not be saved. The only way to be saved is by the grace of God. The way to receive that grace is to ask God for forgiveness and accept His Son, Jesus, into our hearts, minds, and lives as the Lord, the ruler of our entire being. When we accept Him and choose to follow Jesus in obedience to what is recorded in His written word, The Holy Bible, God gives us His grace of forgiveness and adopts us as His children. He fills us with His love and His Holy Spirit Who enables us to love God. When we love someone, we want to please them. To please God, we walk in obedience to His statutes. When we fall, we ask forgiveness and choose to move on from that falling and walk on. We bear the consequences of our actions or inactions in our physical bodies, but we also enjoy the forgiveness of God and the knowledge that nothing can separate us from His love once we receive it through His Son, Jesus. Let us praise and thank God today for the gift of His grace we choose to show Him our love through obedience by allowing His Holy Spirit to love and help others through us.
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Ecclesiastes 3:1 Extra Hour
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There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens: (NIV)



Extra Hour

I enjoyed having an extra hour yesterday, especially on a Sunday. It gave me extra time to prepare my heart to join other believers in the worship of our God. But by the time 11 PM came, I wasn’t so delighted to have a day that was 25 hours rather than 24. When God designed the day into 24 hours, He knew the endurance of the fleshly body. We may think we need extra time each day, but God, in His wisdom, knows we would abuse the time by abusing our bodies even more than we do now. There is a time appointed for everything we need to do. Our problem is we don’t consult God on how to use the time He provides for us what to do and when to do it. We all have the same amount of time in a day. Some may think the days are too long and some may think the days are too short. Some of us vacillate between the two thoughts depending on the day. To start our day out talking to God and asking Him to order our day is the best use of our time and, when we do this, we will find the time we have in that day is just the exact right amount of time. Let us let the Creator of the day, the Creator of time, guide us in the best use of it.
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2 Chronicles 7:14 Heal the Land
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If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land. (NIV)



Heal the Land

We cannot think and act on this subject enough. We need to do more than think or complain about our government. We need to be among the many who have been praying and continue to pray for our nation, its leaders, and the elections. There is a very important condition in the above scripture for our prayers or our nation to be heard and answered. We must first humble ourselves. To humble ourselves means we must confess our sins, repent (decide to turn away from them), receive forgiveness from God, and then pray for the nation, leaders, and elections. Sin separates us from God. Confessing it is the second thing we do when we pray. First, we address God, glorify Him, and thank Him. Then we address our sins and ask for forgiveness. After that, we place our needs, intercessions, and desires before His throne of grace. Let’s all take time today and every day to keep our confessions and repentance up to date so God can hear our prayers and answer them. Then be sure to pray for Him to heal our land.
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2 Timothy 3:16 Instruction
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All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness, (NIV)




Instruction

I just learned something about my laptop. There is a button on it which mutes the sound. I’ve been going to another place and decreasing the sound to the mute. This button is so much faster. I can leave the volume where I like it and just turn it on and off. I would have known about this if I had read the instructions that came with the laptop. I’m one of those who doesn’t read the instructions until all else fails. The same is true with our Christian walk. We have a book of instructions for life given to us called “The Holy Bible”. It does nothing when just sitting on a table or a bookshelf. It must be read and studied to have a stress-free productive, enjoyable, and abundant life. We must study it before all else fails. 
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Psalms 32:8 Be Specific
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I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you with my loving eye on you. (NIV)



Be Specific

They lost the only car key they had. They searched high and low. Stress and panic were building. I came to look help look for them. I asked if they had asked God where it was. She said she asked Him to help her find it. We kept looking. She asked Him for help but wasn’t specific in asking Him where it was. She did keep sensing to look in the garbage, but she didn’t want to go through household garbage. Finally, no place was left to look, and she went through the household garbage. There, in the bottom of the can was the key. It is that way with our lives. We get in trouble and ask God to bail us out, but we quite often don’t want to go the way He tells us. We try all sorts of other ways. We think we know best where to go when and what to do when. We end up taking a lot of rabbit trails. If we would just learn to pray in specifics, listen, and go immediately to what we sense God is telling us, we would save ourselves so very much stress and time. We are a stubborn lot. 

I learned to pray very specifically when we were building a house. We were in our rental house and gathered around the table for breakfast, holding hands and praying for God to give us an abundance of good water. I was meeting the well-digger after breakfast. Sure enough, he reached a good source of water at only 53 feet. I returned to the rental house and, as I opened the door, I heard what sounded like our aquarium pump. I thought that was strange for our aquarium is storage. As I stepped through the door, I found myself ankle-deep in water. The bottom of the water heater in the kitchen had succumbed to rust while no one was in the house. We prayed for an abundance of water, but we didn’t specify where we wanted the water. God does have a sense of humor as He patiently teaches us the lessons we must learn. I have always been specific in my prayers ever since. 
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Acts 4:29 Boldness
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Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. (NIV)



Boldness

My college chorus director said, “Sing loud enough so if you make a mistake, you can hear it’s a mistake and you can correct it.”  So many of us are afraid to witness or share what we hear the Lord say to us because we are afraid, we might be wrong. We are afraid to hurt the witness or misquote. God is bigger than any of our mistakes. He has promised His word would not come back void. We are to share God, His love, and His word with boldness. It is better to make a mistake by action than the mistake of inaction. Let us speak with the boldness of God’s Holy Spirit and have the faith to know God is bigger than any mistake we might and will make.  When we find we are wrong, confess it, learn from it, and try again. If our motives are correct, God will see to it that what we speak will be heard through the filtering of His Holy Spirit.
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Luke 6:38 Giving
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Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” (NIV)



Giving

My car was in the shop for three weeks due to a deer hitting it. When I went to pay, I expected to pay all my deductible plus the part my insurance declined. I was so surprised when the shop said my deductible was $100 less and they would take care of the insurance difference. This is a perfect example of God using people to give to those who are faithful in giving. Our tithe always came first before any bills or other expenses. Then there were the love offerings as God would lead us to give to others. It is a joy to be a giver. It is even nice when you unexpectedly receive. But whether you are the giver or the receiver, it is all through God’s loving hand. However, we must be careful not to use the above verse in a self-centered way; giving to receive. That is a prosperity message believed and tooted by many misguided people. The reason we give is not to get back but for the real joy of God using us to bless someone else. Let’s always be open to receiving that joy and be open to being the recipient for others receiving the joy of giving.
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John 14:12 Conditional


[image: image]



Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these because I am going to the Father. (NIV)



Conditional

Are we doing the works Jesus did and even greater things?  He said we could. Did you realize every promise or blessing in the Bible has a condition attached to it?  This is one of them. We can and should be doing the same works or greater works than Jesus did but only if we believe in Him and in all He said. This writing is short because I want to challenge you to look through the Bible and notice how every promise and every blessing has a condition with it. I could mention many more but when we look for things ourselves, we will remember them better. Just as we can’t digest food without chewing and then swallowing it, we can’t digest God’s Word without chewing on it ourselves and then swallowing it into the very fiber of our being making it a part of ourselves. Happy eating.
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John 17:20-23 One
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“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me, and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. (NIV)



One

My favorite prayer in the Bible is the prayer Jesus prayed just before He was crucified. In His prayer, He prayed for me (and for you). Our question is what did He mean when He prayed for us to all be one just as He and the Father are one?  We are all individual people. Look around at how we act toward one another. Even in our churches, there are signs of animosity and bitterness. I believe a major part of being one is to be of one purpose. Jesus and the Father had the purpose of showing us the love of God and how God created us to live our lives. We have a common purpose that should unite us as one. We are to love and glorify God and share Him with others. We each are unique and have a unique way of doing this. How God leads me to share His love with others is different from the way He leads you to share. This doesn’t mean my way is right and yours is wrong. We should remember we are unified in our purpose even though our way of showing and fulfilling that purpose might be different. Let us not be so quick to judge or criticize another but look at each other recognizing our oneness of purpose and relationship to Jesus and our Father through the one and same Holy Spirit living in each of us. Through His Holy Spirit, we are one.
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Proverbs 20:24 Steps
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A person’s steps are directed by the Lord. How then can anyone understand their way? (NIV)



Steps

I have a crushed vertebra. It is my fault. I was determined I could do something by myself which I have always done before. I was wrong. My body is older than it was before. We tend to not acknowledge changes in our bodies. The same is true of our ministry. Just because God has us doing a particular ministry at one time doesn’t mean we are always to be doing that ministry. As we grow in the Lord our ability to hear and to flow with His Holy Spirit changes with our growth. We must learn to be open to change. God has ordered our steps throughout our lives. If we get too comfortable in one place, we might miss the new blessings God has for us in new places. Let us always be listening for a change in the direction of our steps. I know from experience God is using me in ways I would have never thought possible several years ago. Remember, the Holy Spirit is in each of us with all the gifts that belong to the Holy Spirit. We don’t own any one gift. They are the Holy Spirit’s gifts. All the gifts are available for our use at the time we need to use them. One day God may use you to flow in the gift of healing, another day it may be giving or a prophecy. Let us be always open and available for whatever God wants to do through us.
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Proverbs 24:17 Gloating
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Do not gloat when your enemy falls; when they stumble, do not let your heart rejoice,



Gloating

Do you drive by a car that’s been pulled over for speeding and think, “Aha, he got what he deserved?”  Do you judge someone who isn’t obeying a certain scripture verse that you have no trouble obeying?  This is gloating. We are putting ourselves in the place of judging others. There is only one judge. His name is Jesus. We have no right to judge others when we, ourselves, are far from perfect. We each have our areas of temptation, failure, and success. We are each different. Jesus said for us to love one another and encourage one another. Let’s put our efforts into our relationship with Jesus and through growing in Him others will see our actions hear our words and be encouraged to work on their relationship with Jesus. Gloating is nothing more than pride and we have nothing in and by ourselves to be prideful. Let us thank and praise God that He loves us just the way we yet love us so much that He desires the best for us.
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1 Corinthians 15:41 Super Moon


[image: image]



The sun has one kind of splendor, the moon another and the stars another; and star differs from star in splendor. (NIV)



Super Moon

Last night was the “super moon.”  My son-in-law set up the telescope. It was a beautiful, clear night, perfect for viewing. We could see the craters on the moon. We could also see lots of planets and stars. We were looking at the awesomeness of God’s creation. It also brought back memories of sitting by the television waiting for man’s first step on the moon. That God has given us the ability to explore some of His creation outside of the earth is amazing. The more we learn through exploration and science of His creation, the more we are awed by His power. His creation obeys Him. It doesn’t argue but simply does as He created it to do. That is all but mankind that He created. We fight Him. We fight to do what He created us to do. He created us to let His glory shine through us even brighter and bigger than this supermoon shined. Yet He continues to love us. Let us choose to be the supermoon and let His glory shine through us through our obedience to His word. Let us choose to let His love shine through us to all His creation, including all mankind regardless of their beliefs. Let us love.
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Romans 8:28-29 Good or Best
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And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose. (NIV)




Romans 19:21 Many are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails. (NIV)



Good or Best

One of my children is applying for a new position in their job. It looks like a particularly good opportunity. Often, we see something good and go after it. But God wants more than the good for us. He wants the best. When we push hard to gain what we see as good, when we force doors open to gain it, sometimes we are settling for only the good when God has the best lined up for us at the right time. It is hard to wait. I’ve learned by experience not to force open doors for something I think is good. I’ve learned to wait on God’s timing and find delightful surprises of things so much better than the good I was after. We have a tough time waiting. We live in a world of instant access. God knows when we are ready to move on to something new. We need to learn to be content where we are, yet, at the same time, always be ready to move on with God to something new. When He moves us in His time, we can be assured that He has also equipped us for success in the new.
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Philippians 4:4 Every Day
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Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! (NIV)



Every Day

We’ve been practicing Christmas music for the past few months. One of the songs has the words, “I’m going to live Christmas every day.”  That is so very right on. Christmas is a day we rejoice in the birth of our Savior, God’s Son, Jesus Christ. Every day as we wake up, we should feel our new birth in Him and rejoice. We do this by asking His Holy Spirit to refill us every day. There’s no way I could ever make it through any part of a day without His Holy Spirit to guide me and give me the wisdom I need to get through each day. We may think decorations are going up too early, but they are there to remind us of the great joy that God, the Father, sent down to us. Let us rejoice like it is Christmas morning every day.
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2 Timothy 3:16 Translations
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All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness, (NIV)



Translations

There are many different translations of God’s Holy Word. Most of us latch on to one. It is good to read various translations because the different ways of wording the same thoughts can open us up to new understanding. I recently watched a video version of the Gospel of John. It stayed right with the written text but also included action. It was very refreshing. It also instilled in me a strong desire to re-read this gospel in several versions again. As we come closer to the season of Advent, or any other time of the year, let’s open ourselves up to rereading and meditation on scripture in a version we haven’t read, or at least not read in a while. This helps to heighten our excitement and refresh His Word in our minds while enabling us to put new zest in our actions for His glory.
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John 5:30 Sending
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By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek not to please myself but him who sent me. (NIV)



Sending

Jesus said many times that it was God Who sent Him to continue God the Father’s work. He is also sending each of us to continue His work here on Earth. Our question is, are we listening to where He wants to send us?  Are we too distracted to hear or unwilling to respond and go?  We don’t need to look for some big change like going to a foreign land. God can send us to the grocery store to speak to someone about Him and His love and saving grace. So often we miss what God is saying to us or wanting to do through us because we are looking for something big. Let us open our minds and hearts to go wherever and do whatever and say whatever God wants us to do. It might be something as simple as a smile for someone who needs it or holding a hand. God is just as much in the small as He is in the big. Let us just do and speak.
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Philippians 4:7 Peace
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And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. (NIV)



Peace

I can’t imagine living without the Holy Spirit living in me. Life would be extremely depressing and lonely. He is always with me to comfort me. He is always with me to give me wisdom and direction. Any time I want to talk, He listens. Any time I want to listen, He talks to me. He doesn’t use audible words, but the inner voice is so very real, that it might as well be audible.  If you haven’t learned to hear His voice, ask Him to teach you to listen. Immersing yourself in the scriptures, the Holy Bible is a good beginning. As we become more familiar with the recorded words, we become more familiar with the sound of His voice and what He says to us. He is always there. He never leaves us alone. Be it in quiet or a din of noise around us, He is there to speak with us. Notice I said “with” us not “to” us. He wants to fellowship with us. He wants to hear us, but He also wants us to hear Him. I pray you do hear Him. If not, I pray you will allow Him to speak to you. He is already speaking to you. You only need to listen. Let’s be sure to start each day listening and then continue to listen throughout the day, always taking time to respond to what He says to us. This is the way to the greatest, deepest peace beyond all understanding. The peace that is with us in all circumstances. God’s peace which truly transcends all understanding. 
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Genesis 2:17 Tree of Life
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but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.” (NIV)




Genesis 3:22 And the Lord God said, “The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat and live forever.” (NIV)



Tree of Life

Have you noticed there is only one tree God told Adam he couldn’t eat from its fruit?  The Tree of Life was also in the garden, but Adam wasn’t told not to eat of it. If he was obedient and abstained from the knowledge of good and evil, therefore, only being good as God created him, he was free to eat from the Tree of Life for he was in the image of God and had God’s life in him. When Adam became disobedient, the knowledge of evil entered him, and therefore sin which separated him from the life in and of God. God separated Adam, and all mankind, from the Tree of Life. In time, God sent the Tree of Life, Jesus, His only Son, to this planet to give mankind the opportunity to eat the Tree of Life. We eat of it every time we partake of the elements of bread and wine which we call “the Lord’s Supper.”  But these elements only become the tree of life when we take them in the humility of a forgiven sinner desiring to walk in obedience to the Word, Jesus. How wonderful God restored us to be able to eat from that Tree of Life and live eternally with Him.
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John 8:15 Praises
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You judge by human standards; I pass judgment on no one. (NIV)



Praises

As a retired professional musician, it is very hard not to sit in judgment when music is presented at church. I learned a long time ago that God hears our music very differently from the way we hear it. We were all enjoying singing our praises to God. The man next to me was clapping way off the beat and singing notes I didn’t know even existed in our musical scales. He was only aware of His love for God and not aware of anyone else around him. I heard God ask me who was singing the most beautiful praises to Him.  I felt very smug until I heard Him say it was the man next to me. God said He listens to the heart doing the praise, not the voice. Now I try to tune in to the person’s heart rather than their notes, rhythm, or pronunciation. I must admit many times I must remind myself of what I learned to be able to relax and join inwardly with the person presenting their praise to God. All praises to God are beautiful and perfect.
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James 4:17 Omission
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If anyone, then, knows the good they ought to do and doesn’t do it, it is sin for them. (NIV)



Omission

When we ask God to reveal sins we need to confess, be forgiven, and repent by choosing not to repeat them we fail to remember that there are also sins of omission. Sins of omission are opportunities we have missed where God was going to do or say something through us. God is bigger than our omission and will bless someone else who is willing to listen and act. But we, through our omission, are the ones who have missed a blessing. Asking God to reveal to us the things we have missed during our day is a way to sharpen our hearing. Let us practice listening, confessing the omissions He reveals to us, and putting more action in our lives for God to bless others through us.
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Matthew 6:6 Distractions
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But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. (NIV)



Distractions

I put the water into the coffee maker and the grounds in the holder. There was a commotion outside and I went to investigate. When I got back, I discovered I hadn’t put the mug under the maker and coffee was everywhere. At least it was a one-cup coffee maker. Distractions are dangerous things. That is why we are told to go into our room, close the door, and pray. We need a place, at least once a day, where we can talk with our father without any distractions. Distractions keep us from listening fully. We pray throughout the day, but we pray amid distractions and hearing is filtered by those distractions. We need a time every day when we can hear clearly what God tells us. Try to set one place in your home that is free from any distractions (people, electronics, needed attention to cleaning, etc.)  and spend some time every day without any distractions talking and listening to the One who knows you best and loves you the most.
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Luke 24:45 Understand
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Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. (NIV)



Understand

In the art museum in Rome, Italy there are boxes next to each painting. If coins aren’t fed into the box, the lights on the paintings go off. It is the same with our understanding of God’s written Word, the Holy Bible. If we neglect feeding our spirits with prayer, communication with God, and giving Him the time to open our minds, His Light that gives us the understanding of the written Word goes off. Let us be sure that Light never fades.
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