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Wherever you are, you’re not far from a buzzing, slithering or 

many-legged minibeast!  We’re surrounded by all kinds of insects, 

spiders, slugs and other creepy-crawly bugs.

A WHOLE WORLD OF MINIBEASTS

WHAT ARE MINIBEASTS?

The clue’s in the name! 

The creatures we call 

minibeasts are all pretty 

small, and they’re all 

beasts – another name 

for animals. 

They belong to the 

invertebrates, a big group 

of animals that have no 

backbones (in fact, they 

have no bones at all). 

They include ...

• Insects

• Spiders and scorpions

• Slugs and snails

• Worms

• And many more miniature 

monsters, like millipedes, 

mites, springtails, woodlice 

and teeny tardigrades.

Insects have 

six legs.

Many insects have 

wings and can fly. 

Spiders have eight legs. 

The beautiful blue 

morpho butterfly flutters 

through South American 

rainforests.

This is the home of the 

Goliath birdeater, the 

world’s biggest spider.
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Some minibeasts have 

many more!

G

o

l

i

a

t

h

 

b

i

r

d

e

a

t

e

r

 

 

G

i

a

n

t

 

A

f

r

i

c

a

n

 

M

i

l

l

i

p

e

d

e

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S

c

a

r

a

b

-

p

u

r

s

u

i

n

g

 

f

l

y








5

MINIBEAST MAP

Minibeasts live all over in the world, in a 

huge variety of different surroundings, 

or habitats. Forests, deserts, mountains, 

ponds and rivers, meadows, gardens, and 

inside your house. You might even find 

some living on you!

HOW MANY . . . ? 

So far, scientists have discovered 

around 1.5 million living species – 

and more than a million of them are 

minibeasts! And there are probably 

many more waiting to be discovered.

We can’t fit them all in this book, but 

we’ve put together a huge selection 

of for you to enjoy! Turn the page to 

meet a whole world of minibeasts!

Don’t step on a 

yellow fat-tailed 

scorpion in the 

Sahara Desert – it 

has a nasty sting! 

Tigers live in India, and so do 

Indian tiger centipedes!

Meet a wētā in New Zealand.

In Malaysia’s Gomantong Caves 

lurks the unusual velvet worm.

The Himalayan jumping spider 

is a mountain minibeast that 

loves the high life!

The only place they don’t like to live is in 

the coldest, ice-covered parts of the Arctic 

and Antarctic. Apart from that, they’re 

everywhere!
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Let’s begin with some of 

the most beautiful and 

colourful of minibeasts: 

the fluttering, large-winged 

moths and butterflies. 

BUTTERFLIES AND MOTHS

WHICH IS WHICH? 

All butterflies and moths 

are insects, and belong 

to the same insect group, 

the Lepidoptera, meaning 

scaly-winged.

BRILLIANT BUTTERFLIES

Butterflies have thin antennae 

with lumpy “clubbed” tips. 

They usually fly by day, and 

have bright colours.

Tiny scales 

on their 

wings create 

patterns and 

colours.
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LOOK AGAIN!

These cunning 

creatures mimic 

other, more dangerous 

animals to scare away 

their enemies.

MAGICAL MOTHS

Most moths are nocturnal, and 

come out at night. They often have 

ridged or fringed antennae, and 

some are very furry! Many have 

duller colours and patterns than 

butterflies, but not all.
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