

[image: In browns and sepia tones, the foreground shows a photograph of a middle-aged man with medium skin tone as he looks directly into the camera, his mouth turned down. His long hair is pulled back and his arms are crossed over his chest. He wears a medalion embossed with the image of a figure around his neck, and has beadwork around his cuffs, on his upper arms, and on his belt. In the background, a photo of a man in his twenties with long dark hair stands in a feathered headdress and a jacket that ends in a long fringe at his knees. He holds a staff adorned with feathers, and has beadwork on his belt, cuffs, and lapels.]
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Jerry Lonecloud and the Nova Scotia Museum

Over a period of twenty years, Jerry Lonecloud collected artifacts and specimens for the Provincial Museum of Nova Scotia, now the Nova Scotia Museum, at 1747 Summer Street, Halifax, NS.

During the long friendship and collaboration of Lonecloud and Harry Piers, the museum’s curator, Piers recorded oral histories and stories, Mi’kmaw vocabulary, place-names, and observations on the habits of animals, just as Lonecloud recounted them in his visits to the museum. This information is archived with the Piers Papers in the Nova Scotia Museum Library and can be viewed at

http://museum.gov.ns.ca/resources
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Preface

The Tracking of Doctor Lonecloud

The story you are about to read is one of a well-known and colourful Mi’kmaw man, Doctor Jerry Lonecloud, who travelled extensively throughout North America. During Doctor Lonecloud’s travels, he gained a great amount of personal knowledge of different cultures, and in return he shared his vast knowledge of the Mi’kmaw people.

The information collected by the late Clara Dennis and the late Harry Piers and assembled by Ruth Holmes Whitehead into this book is only a small picture of what is known of Doctor Lonecloud and his adventures. The story of his many trips from early childhood to when he left this world to join our ancestors is very intriguing. In my many years of research at the Nova Scotia Archives and the National Archives of Canada, I have found his name on hundreds of government documents.

As the story unfolds, Germain (Jerry) Bartlett Alexis, son of Abram Alexis and Mary Ann Tomah, both Nova Scotia Mi’kmaq, was born in Belfast, Maine, on the Fourth of July, 1854. Jerry spent a lot of time with his father and uncle, and at an early age he was taught recognition and understanding of the Mi’kmaw way of life. His knowledge of herbal plants and the creation of medicinal remedies began when he was a child. He was also well known for his guiding and sporting activities, which he learned from his mother’s relatives, who were well known as guides and sportsmen in the nineteenth century.

Jerry’s parents died in the United States when he was about fourteen years of age, leaving him to care for himself, his two younger brothers, and a sister. Jerry took responsibility very well and travelled for several years, experiencing many adventures with his siblings. Jerry managed to bring his family safely home to Nova Scotia about 1869. Shortly after, however, his brothers passed away, but he was there for his sister until she was married.

During his visits, Jerry met and talked with many other Mi’kmaw people, and he retained a lot of knowledge from the stories he was told. Later in life, he retold these stories, and many are recorded in the legends in this book. We can only imagine the number of untold stories and adventures and the many people he got to know.

Jerry went back to the United States around 1879 or 1880. As we track Jerry after his return to the States, we find he joined Healy and Bigelow’s Wild West Show. This is where he received his name of Doctor Lonecloud, given to him by another culture to sell “Indian” authenticity to the white audiences. After many adventures on the Wild West Show circuit, he finally returned to New Brunswick, where he met his wife-to-be, Elizabeth Paul, a young Maliseet woman. The story and the adventures then carry on, with Doctor Jerry Lonecloud having his own show that travelled across the Atlantic area.

Around 1892, he settled down in the Liscomb Mills area of Nova Scotia. Here he made a living for a number of years selling herbal medicines and crafts and guiding. His wife Elizabeth was well known for her work and was also a midwife. Throughout his years in the Liscomb area, Jerry Lonecloud and his family produced many medicine shows and sold herbal remedies that were good for either man or beast. When Doctor Lonecloud and his family later moved to Tufts Cove, Dartmouth, he continued his production of herbal remedies and his travels down through the Eastern Shore, where every spring people anxiously awaited his arrival with his remedies.

Jerry Lonecloud became involved in Mi’kmaw politics and was elected Second Sub-Chief for Halifax County. At this time, he became involved with the federal Department of Indian Affairs in the care of Halifax County Indians and their lands. With the assistance of his friend Harry Piers, he began questioning the Department of Indian Affairs about their creation of Indian reserves in the area. He questioned why the Department did not establish an Indian reserve at Tufts Cove. When he realized that Mi’kmaq were only squatting there, Jerry questioned the Department of Indian Affairs again, saying that if the Department weren’t willing to purchase the land, they should assist with relocating the people from Tufts Cove to several other Mi’kmaw areas. Unfortunately, his appeal fell on deaf ears, and he was given several excuses — there was no money available, and there were already too many reserves in Halifax County that were not in use.

On December 6, 1917, while Doctor Lonecloud and his wife Elizabeth were away from their settlement at Tufts Cove, tragedy occurred in Halifax Harbour. The Halifax Explosion destroyed parts of Halifax and Dartmouth, with a large number of people killed and injured. The explosion caused personal tragedy for the Lonecloud family. Not only were many of their friends and relatives killed and the small Mi’kmaw settlement at Tufts Cove destroyed, but Jerry and Elizabeth lost two daughters, Rosie and Hannah. With even more vigour, Jerry Lonecloud wrote letters to the Department of Indian Affairs wanting resettlement of the survivors to either Indian Brook, Ship Harbour, Elmsdale, Enfield, or the new reserve in Truro.

Around 1930, after Doctor Lonecloud’s death, his wife Elizabeth moved with her daughter Libby to the Millbrook Reserve in Truro, where she lived until her death in 1961. Elizabeth’s last request was to be buried beside her son Louis at the Sacred Heart Cemetery on the Millbrook Reserve.

This is where the story ends, with memories and tales from our elders in several communities remembering Doctor Jerry Lonecloud and his family.

Donald M. Julien

Millbrook First Nation 2001


[image: A black and white photograph of a middle-aged man with medium skin tone as he looks directly into the camera, his mouth turned down. His long hair is pulled back and his arms are crossed over his chest. He wears a medalion embossed with the image of a figure around his neck, and has beadwork around his cuffs, on his upper arms, and on his belt.]

Jerry Lonecloud in 1920, photographed by Climo Studios, Halifax, for the Nova Scotia Museum. (NSM, N-5010)







Introduction

Jerry Lonecloud, the Central Figure in this book, was a Mi’kmaw medicine man, hunter, and storyteller. He was probably born on July 4, 1854, in Belfast, Maine, to Mi’kmaw parents from Nova Scotia, and he died in Halifax, Nova Scotia, on April 16, 1930. From 1923 through 1929, Halifax reporter Clara Dennis interviewed Lonecloud on a number of occasions and recorded his words in field notebooks. During the course of these interviews, Lonecloud told Dennis the story of his life up until about 1890, the time of his marriage. He also provided a wealth of information about Mi’kmaw history, folk medicine, ceremonies, language, and legends, as well as plants, animals, and geography. The core of Tracking Doctor Lonecloud: Showman to Legend Keeper is an edited version of Dennis’s notes from the Lonecloud interviews, the earliest known Mi’kmaw autobiography and memoir.

I first became aware of Jerry Lonecloud in 1972, as I began working with the collections and records at the Nova Scotia Museum. Harry Piers, curator of the Provincial Museum of Nova Scotia (now called the Nova Scotia Museum) from 1899 until 1940, had been Lonecloud’s friend. In August 1910, Lonecloud began bringing artifacts to Piers at the museum, and the two men established a relationship of mutual trust and respect that lasted for the next twenty years. On several occasions, Piers arranged for portrait photographs of Lonecloud to be taken by local studios for the museum collection.

Piers (1870-1940), a brilliant man interested in everything, made copious notes on many subjects, ranging from Mi’kmaw culture to topics of natural history, using information which Lonecloud provided. Piers might become intrigued by gypsum, for example, or wild rhododendrons. Lonecloud would tell him where to find them and bring in samples. Lonecloud became Piers’s primary advisor on Mi’kmaw matters, and in a way Piers returned the favour: while Lonecloud could read and write, Piers sometimes drafted more formal letters for him, including a number of petitions to the Department of Indian Affairs. Other scholars began writing to Piers, asking him for Lonecloud’s help with their research. Piers’s documents and correspondence would eventually shed light for me on matters Lonecloud discussed with Clara Dennis.

[image: A black and white photo of a a room filled with taxidermied animals. A rack of antlers sits in the foreground, and behind it a man in his late 60s examines another set of antlers. Beside him stands a glass-eyed deer, and the wall behind them is lined with clear-fronted cabinets full of birds with neat lebels beside them.]

Harry Piers, Curator of the Provincial Museum, in 1933. (NSM, N-9620)



Harry Piers died suddenly in January 1940, and most of the museum’s Mi’kmaw collection was placed in storage. After 1970, these documents, photographs, notes, and artifacts were moved to the new Nova Scotia Museum building on Summer Street in Halifax. There were boxes and boxes of artifacts, and I was cataloguing them. Brian Preston, History Curator at the museum, had begun typing up some of Piers’s notes, and this material caught my interest because it taught me more about the things I was examining. By a curious twist of fate, the Nova Scotia Museum in 1973 received a collection of black-and-white photographs of Mi’kmaw people taken by Clara Dennis before World War II. I was cataloguing them as well. By comparing them with the portraits of Lonecloud commissioned by Piers, I was able to show that two of Dennis’s photos were of Jerry Lonecloud. There my encounter with Lonecloud rested, except that I used quite a bit of Piers’s Lonecloud material in a 1991 book of excerpted documents dealing with the Mi’kmaw people, The Old Man Told Us.

Although Peter Morris of the Nova Scotia Museum had told me that there were Dennis papers in the Nova Scotia Archives, I didn’t suspect that they contained information about Lonecloud or the Mi’kmaq. Then Trudy Sable, with whom I had collaborated on a number of research projects, learned about the amount of Mi’kmaw content in the Dennis papers from Marilyn Moore, a Saint Mary’s University graduate student who was conducting research on Clara Dennis.

Finally, in 1992, Trudy Sable dragged me off to the Nova Scotia Archives to see what really was there. I remember our stunned amazement as we began decoding Dennis’s handwriting to find the enormous amount of information about the Mi’kmaq, most of it in Jerry Lonecloud’s own words (Dennis had also interviewed other Mi’kmaq), and much of it recorded nowhere else.

Clarissa Archibald Dennis (1881-1954) was a reporter for the Halifax Herald, a local newspaper owned by her father, Senator William Dennis. She may have met Lonecloud when she was covering the 1923 Hector celebration, commemorating the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the landing of the Scottish settlers at Pictou, Nova Scotia. Lonecloud was an important player in that re-enactment, and many photographs of him were taken at that time. Her two photographs of Lonecloud, we found, were taken outside her home at 45 Coburg Road, Halifax, probably at the time of her first interview with him.

[image: A black and white photo of a woman in her thirties with medium-light skin. She wears glasses and a hat with a shallow brim and a straight black ribbon around it. She looks out past the camera with her mouth in a straight line. Her black top has a deep V-neck.]

Clara Dennis, the travel writer and reporter who interviewed Jerry Lonecloud, 1931. (NSARM, Clara Dennis Collection, 1981-541, Item 1151)



Clara Dennis recorded her sessions with Lonecloud in pencil in children’s scribblers, sometimes taking notes, sometimes putting down Lonecloud’s exact words. She wrote rapidly to keep up with him, occasionally using shorthand notation for short words such as the, and, or that. Apparently she used to read back to him, at subsequent interviews, stories he had previously told her. In one notebook, she wrote that he approved her spelling of a Mi’kmaw word, and in another, she recorded that he responded, “You put too much white people’s ideas.” After Lonecloud’s death, Dennis authored three travel books about Nova Scotia: Down in Nova Scotia (1934), More About Nova Scotia (1937), and Cape Breton Over (1942). Although she never mentions Lonecloud by name, some data from the interviews appears in these works; she simply refers to him as “the old Indian.” Dennis’s field notebooks, which include twenty-three dated interviews and other undated conversations, were discovered in an Atlantic Trust vault in 1989 and given to the Nova Scotia Archives and Records Management, Halifax.

Trudy Sable and I spent months transcribing the Dennis notebooks, word for word and line for line, exactly as written. The difficulty of deciphering her handwriting can be appreciated by looking at photos of pages from the original scribblers (see pages 18-19). A copy of our original transcript has been presented to the Nova Scotia Archives and placed with the Dennis papers. It includes some editorial comment from me, as well as some corrections of Dennis’s phonetic spellings of the Mi’kmaw language made by linguist Bernie Francis.

After we had completed the transcription, I spent the next few years editing and reworking it and compiling the Piers material on Jerry Lonecloud for the purpose of clarifying some of the things Lonecloud told Clara Dennis. Trudy Sable used some of the material from the transcripts in her 1996 Masters Thesis for Saint Mary’s University, “Another Look in the Mirror: Research Into the Foundation for Developing an Alternative Science Curriculum for Mi’kmaw Children.”

Over the following years, Trudy and I actually tracked Lonecloud through the landscape, I photographing and she videotaping places mentioned in his interviews with Dennis. While we were filming in Little Liscomb, Guysborough County, Walter Baker came down from his house nearby and talked to us about his grandfather’s experiences with Lonecloud. Trudy and I also canoed up Lake Charlotte in Halifax County, looking for sites. We clambered over rocks in the Musquodoboit River, and I remember wading, fully dressed, up to my waist in Shubenacadie Grand Lake, trying to find a rock formation Lonecloud had said was important to the Mi’kmaq. All in all, backtrailing this remarkable person has been a real adventure.

In recent years, I have encountered people who thought Lonecloud was not a “real Indian” at all, much less a Mi’kmaw man. This suspicion is false. He was born Mi’kmaq, raised Mi’kmaq, spoke Mi’kmaq, lived and died a Mi’kmaq. His memoirs dictated to Dennis, his conversations with Piers, and my own genealogical research prove that beyond doubt. Following in his footsteps, through documents, photos, and through the land he knew so well, I have come to have a great respect for him. I’d like to express my gratitude to him and my vast appreciation for the information he preserved for all of us.

Ruth Holmes Whitehead

1992-2002


[image: The handwriting is a flat scrawl with many margin notes and things crossed out. Page 3 and Page 4 are legible at the top.]

Two pages from a scribbler in which Clara Dennis recorded Jerry Lonecloud’s conversations with her. (NSARM, MG1 Vol. 2867 #1, pp. 4-5)




[image: The handwriting is a flat scrawl with many margin notes and things crossed out. Page 3 and Page 4 are legible at the top.]

[image: A black and white profile of a man in his seventies. His long white hair is pulled back and deep creases extend from his eyes and mouth. The top of a tie can be seen between the lapels of a suit jacket.]

Jerry Lonecloud, photographed at the Gauvin and Gentzel Studio, Halifax, 2 February 1929, for the Provincial Museum of Nova Scotia. (NSM, N-12,714)
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The Roseway River, Shelburne County, near the village of Ohio, where Jerry Lonecloud’s father was born. (Ruth Holmes Whitehead, 1996)







A Note about Spelling

Readers will notice three ways of spelling the tribal identifier and language: Mi’kmaw, Mi’kmaq and Micmac. Mi’kmaq (the plural form) or Mi’kmaw (the singular form) is the preferred spelling today. Prior to the development of the Francis-Smith orthography for writing in this language, there were many variations in the way the word was spelled by English and French writers. Some even split it, making it Mic Mac. Others, ignorant of the fact that this is the plural form, added a final s. Harry Piers and Clara Dennis both wrote “Micmac” or “Micmacs.” I have left their spellings as they wrote them, but I have used “Mi’kmaq” or “Mi’kmaw,” as appropriate, in my own writing.

Because there is some confusion, to say the least, about when to use the plural form in English and when to use the singular, I consulted with Bernie Francis, one of the developers of the Francis-Smith orthography, himself a Mi’kmaw as well as a linguist. Here is what he says:


The tribal name, when used as a noun in English, takes the plural form, Mi’kmaq. One writes and says, “They are Mi’kmaq.” This is always the case, except when one is speaking of a single person. In that case, the singular form, Mi’kmaw, is used. “She is a Mi’kmaw.” The language is also called Mi’kmaq when used as a noun: “He speaks fluent Mi’kmaq.”



This all changes when the word is used as an adjective. The Mi’kmaw First Nations people now prefer that we all get used to seeing and using the singular form, Mi’kmaw, as the adjectival form in English, even when the adjective is modifying a plural noun. So, according to Bernie Francis, one would say, “They are Mi’kmaw people.” “He speaks the Mi’kmaw language.” “Those are Mi’kmaw beadwork suspenders.”


[image: A black and white photograph of a man in his seventies looking directly into the camera. His white hair is pulled back and deep creases extend from his eyes and mouth, which is turned down. The top of a tie can be seen between the lapels of a suit jacket.]
One of the last portraits of Jerry Lonecloud, taken on 2 February 1929 at the Gauvin and Gentzel Studio, Halifax, for the Provincial Museum of Nova Scotia. (NSM, N-12,715)
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		Chromolithographed medicine-bottle label. “Dr. Morse’s Indian Root Pills” were prepared and sold by Lonecloud’s father, in partnership with Dr. Morse. (Collection of Joe Nickell. Photo: Tom Flynn.)



		William and Madeleine Prosper, about 1909, at Tufts Cove, Dartmouth. William, a cooper, died in 1923, at the age of 101. He knew Jerry Lonecloud’s maternal grandfather and mother well. (NSM, N-5572)



		Jerry Lonecloud in 1920, with a birchbark cross made as a memorial to Major-General Campbell Hardy, who died in 1919. Campbell Hardy had hunted with Lonecloud’s grandfather, Tom Phillips. (NSM, N-5492)



		Mi’kmaw moose call, made of birchbark by Jerry Lonecloud, 12 October 1915, while living at Elmsdale, Nova Scotia. He sold it to the Provincial Museum for twenty-five cents. (NSM)



		Jerry Lonecloud as a young man in Healey and Bigelow’s Wild West Show in the 1880s. (NSARM, N-6151)



		Jerry Lonecloud (right), and Elizabeth Paul, his Maliseet wife, with their travelling medicine show. The canvas tent and stuffed moosehead are props. The other woman and child are unidentified. Sometime after 1890, Lonecloud had this photo printed as a postcard and sent it to his neighbours in Liscomb. (DesBrisay Museum, Bridgewater, Nova Scotia. NSM, N-11,255)



		Mi’kmaw chiefs and captains with their families, Pictou, 1923. Jerry Lonecloud stands in the centre of the back row; his wife, Elizabeth Paul, is at extreme right. (NSM, N-10,523)



		Jerry Lonecloud posing at Climo Studios, Halifax, with a knife made of moose bone. (NSM, N-1663)



		Annie Gloade and Jerry Lonecloud, photographed by Climo Studios, Halifax, in 1927. Annie is modelling a costume from the Provincial Museum’s collection. (NSARM, N-4179)



		Mi’kmaw re-enactors photographed in 1923 during the celebration of the landing of the first Scottish settlers in Pictou from the ship Hector in 1783. Jerry Lonecloud is the third man from the left in the front row, and he is holding his moose-bone knife straight up. (NSM, N-12,170)



		Elizabeth Paul at the Hector Celebration, Pictou, 1923. She is seated, far left, in the row of Mi’kmaw women. (NSM, N-12,172)



		Mi’kmaq at Bear River about 1900. Jerry Lonecloud’s sister, Sarah Michael, lived here after her marriage, and so did Jerry for a while. He is standing at right, wearing a black felt hat. (Glass negative by Harry Cochrane or Ralph N. Harris, collection of Danny Johnson; NSM, N-23,802)



		Harry Piers recorded Jerry Lonecloud’s description of a wigwam’s construction and the Mi’kmaw terms for its parts in Nova Scotia Museum Accession Book Three, 1927, page 112. (NSM, N-24,922 and N-24,92)



		Jerry Lonecloud and his son Louis in 1921, posing with birch partridges at Climo Studios, Halifax. (NSM, N-5008)



		Jerry Lonecloud and 97-year-old Chief Peter Wilmot at the Hector Celebration, Pictou, 1923. Lonecloud is carrying the skull and antlers of a moose which Wilmot shot when he was in his eighties; he lived to be over a hundred. (NSM, N-5675)



		Mi’kmaw cap made by Jerry Lonecloud in 1916, from the bell and part of the neck-skin of a bull moose he had killed, attached to a birchbark headband. Peter Charles, an elder who died before 1880, had told him these were worn by Mi’kmaw men long ago. (NSM)



		Mi’kmaw display at the Eleventh Annual Geological Congress, Oldham, 1913. Elizabeth Paul and Jerry Lonecloud are standing at the centre. (NSM, N-1662)



		A typically shaped Mi’kmaw canoe and a wigwam, by Malti Pictou’s house, Bear River, about 1900. The men are Malti Pictou, Jerry Lonecloud, and John McEwan, all noted guides. (Glass negative by Harry Cochrane or Ralph N. Harris; NSM, 97.31)



		Jerry Lonecloud in Truro at old Chief Peter Wilmot’s hundred-and-first birthday party, 26 July 1927. Chief Wilmot is at the right. Lonecloud is at the left, holding a rifle with a bayonet and the skull and antlers of the moose shot by Wilmot when he was in his eighties. (NSARM, N-10,643)
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