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First Edition 2026

To every soul who has chosen to stay,

when leaving seemed easier.

To every servant who has honored God’s order,

even when it cost them something.

To Sarah, my wife, whose loyal heart

has been one of God’s greatest gifts to me.

This is for you.
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Foreword
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It is a rare thing in this generation to encounter a message that does not merely instruct the mind but arrests the heart. The Privilege of a Loyal Heart is such a message.

Bishop Osei Tweneboah Koduah writes from the well of a life lived in covenant service. He does not speak as a theorist observing loyalty from a comfortable distance. He speaks as a man who has stood at the altar of costly obedience and chosen to remain faithful. That kind of authority cannot be manufactured. It can only be earned.

In a world that celebrates independence, convenience, and self-preservation above all else, this book dares to say something countercultural and profoundly redemptive: loyalty is not weakness. Loyalty is the highest expression of spiritual maturity. It is the evidence that a heart has been truly captured by God.

As you read these pages, you will encounter the biographies of men and women in Scripture who chose to remain when they could have fled, who honored when they could have abandoned, and who built when others were tearing down. You will also meet yourself in their stories. That is the genius of this work.

More than a book to be read, this is a mirror to be held up to the soul. I commend it to every believer, leader, and lover of God who desires to be found faithful.

May the Lord grant you the grace of a loyal heart.

Presiding Bishop N. A. Tackie Yarboi

Victory Bible Church International
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INTRODUCTION
The God Who Asks for the Heart
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"My son, give me thine heart, and let thine eyes observe my ways." — Proverbs 23:26


God could have asked for many things.

He could have asked for your performance, your talents, your public service, or your annual giving. And yes, He is interested in all of those things. But notice what He actually asks for first and most deeply. He asks for your heart. Not your hands. Not your achievements. Your heart.

There is a woman I once knew in ministry who served faithfully for years. She arrived early, stayed late, gave generously, and served tirelessly. But she had never truly given God her heart. Her service was driven by a need to be needed, not by love for the One she claimed to serve. When a season of difficulty came and her contributions went unnoticed, she left. Not just the church. She left God.

What happened? She had given her hands but not her heart. And a heart that has not been given to God cannot withstand the tests that come with the journey of faith. I will return to her story at the close of this book, because what was missing in her is precisely what this book is written to help you build.

This book is about that heart. The loyal heart. The heart that does not merely perform loyalty but has become loyal at its very core. It is about the heart that keeps its post when the post becomes uncomfortable, that honors its covenant when the covenant becomes costly, and that follows God fully even when following feels like loss.

Loyalty is not a personality trait. It is a spiritual condition. You can be naturally agreeable and still be deeply disloyal. You can be outspoken and strong-willed and still be profoundly faithful. Loyalty goes deeper than temperament. It is formed in the crucible of relationship with God.


"Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life." — Proverbs 4:23


Solomon knew something we often forget: everything that comes out of a life flows from what is inside the heart. The quality of your relationships, your responses to pressure, your consistency in ministry, your resilience in trial, your faithfulness to your word and your God, all of it begins in the heart.

This is why God does not merely ask for your service. He asks for the source. When He has your heart, everything else follows in right order. When He does not have your heart, everything else is built on sand. Asaph said it plainly of a generation that disappointed God deeply: "they were not stedfast in his covenant" (Psalm 78:37). Not unbelieving in word. Not unsteadfast in heart. That is the diagnosis this book is written to address.

We live in a strange moment for this conversation. We have never had more vocabulary for loyalty and less practice of it. We talk about being "all in," about brand loyalty, about loyalty points and loyalty programs that reward us for repeat behavior with no relational cost attached at all. A subscription service can declare you a "loyal customer" after three purchases. Meanwhile, the actual virtue, the kind that costs something and stays anyway, has become rare enough that when people encounter it they often do not recognize it. They mistake it for weakness, or naivety, or a failure to advocate for oneself. This book is written, in part, to recover the word from that erosion.

As you turn these pages, I want to invite you into a journey. Not just an intellectual exploration of what loyalty means, but a genuine encounter with the God who is Himself the most faithful Being in all of existence. He has never broken a covenant. He has never abandoned a child. He has never forgotten a promise. He is, in the truest sense of the word, the Author of loyalty.

And He is calling you to reflect His nature.

Loyalty is not the burden it is sometimes made out to be. It is, as this title declares, a privilege. The privilege of being trusted by God. The privilege of being counted among the faithful. The privilege of a life that leaves something behind that outlasts it.

Let us begin.
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CHAPTER ONE
What Is a Loyal Heart?
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"My son, give me thine heart..." — Proverbs 23:26


Before we can talk about building a loyal heart or living from one, we must understand what loyalty actually is. Because the word is used so freely in our day that it has begun to lose its weight.

People say they are loyal to their favorite football club. They say they are loyal to a brand of coffee or a streaming platform. They call themselves loyal when they refuse to leave a friendship even when the friendship has become harmful. The word has been stretched so thin that it barely holds its original shape anymore.

But biblical loyalty, the kind of loyalty God calls us to and tests us with, is something altogether different. It is covenant faithfulness. It is steadfast commitment to a person, a truth, or a calling, not because conditions are favorable, but because a deep and settled devotion has been formed in the heart.

A Word for Our Moment

It is worth naming why this conversation feels so countercultural right now. We are living through a season that has elevated mobility above commitment in almost every domain of life. The average professional today expects to change employers multiple times over a career, and a job change is rarely viewed as a failure of loyalty; it is viewed as wisdom, even maturity. Online, people build entire followings, invest years of attention and affection in a creator or an influencer, and unfollow without a second thought the moment the content no longer serves them. Subscriptions are cancelled with one tap. Friendships fade through silence rather than confrontation, what some now call "ghosting," because withdrawing costs nothing and confronting costs everything.

None of this makes the people living in this culture villains. It simply means we have been trained, daily and invisibly, in a posture that treats every relationship and every commitment as conditional, valid only until something more convenient appears. I am not asking you to reject mobility or wisdom in decision-making. I am asking you to notice how deeply this posture has shaped your instincts before you bring those instincts into your relationship with God, your church, your marriage, and your calling. The world will not teach you loyalty. It is not designed to. You will have to learn it on purpose, against the grain of nearly everything around you.

More Than a Feeling

Loyalty is not a feeling. This is important to understand, especially in a culture that elevates emotional experience above commitment.

Think of Ruth. When Naomi released her daughters-in-law from any obligation to follow her back to Bethlehem, Orpah did the logical, even the sensible thing. She wept, kissed her mother-in-law, and returned to her people. She was not a villain. She simply made the reasonable choice.

But Ruth said something that has echoed through centuries of human history.


"Whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God." — Ruth 1:16-17


That was not the declaration of a woman overflowing with positive emotion. Naomi had just told Ruth that her own life held no more promise, that there was nothing left for her to offer. Ruth made her choice from a place of settled covenant commitment, not from how she felt in the moment.

Loyalty begins where feelings end. It is what keeps you faithful when the emotion has passed, when the initial excitement has cooled, when the person you are serving seems difficult, when the assignment God has given you feels thankless.

The psalmist gave us the diagnosis behind every failed loyalty in Israel's history in a single line: "their heart was not right with him, neither were they stedfast in his covenant" (Psalm 78:37). Notice the order. The unsteadiness in their covenant-keeping was not the disease. It was the symptom. The disease was a heart that had never been right with God in the first place. This is why feeling-based loyalty always eventually fails. It is treating a heart condition with behavioral medicine.

I think of a young couple I walked alongside early in my ministry. They had what they called, with complete sincerity, "amazing chemistry." Every decision in their courtship was made on the basis of how connected they felt in the moment. When I asked what they would do in a season where the feeling faded, as it does in every marriage at some point, they had no answer, because the question had genuinely never occurred to them. Feeling had been the entire architecture of their commitment. I have watched this pattern repeat itself in church relationships as well: people join a ministry during a season of high emotional connection, and leave during the first season that connection cools, having never built anything sturdier underneath it.

Loyalty Is Relational

At the same time, loyalty is never cold or mechanical. It is deeply relational. You cannot be loyal to an abstraction. You can be loyal to God, to a covenant, to a calling, to a community, to a leader whom God has placed in your life. Loyalty is always personal.

This is why the enemy works so hard to damage relationships. He knows that if he can poison the relationship, he can undermine the loyalty. He will introduce offense, misunderstanding, comparison, and resentment because he knows that once the relational foundation has been eroded, loyalty becomes nearly impossible.

A young minister I once counseled came to me with a familiar complaint. He said his senior pastor was difficult, that he felt underused and undervalued. None of that was untrue. But I asked him a simple question: did God place you there? His answer was also simple: yes.

Then I told him this: loyalty is not given because the relationship is perfect. Loyalty is given because God is in it. The foundation of your faithfulness is not the perfection of the person you serve. It is the faithfulness of the God who sent you.

Loyalty Begins in the Heart Before It Is Proven in Action

This is the critical insight that shapes everything in this book. Loyalty is not first an action. It is first








	In your own words, what is the difference between emotional loyalty and covenant loyalty?

	Have you ever served faithfully on the outside while feeling uncommitted on the inside? What did that reveal about the state of your heart?

	Where in your life has a culture of "easy exit," changing jobs, unfollowing, ghosting, quietly shaped your instincts toward commitment without your realizing it?

	What does it mean to you personally that God asks for your heart before He asks for your hands?
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