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ROBYN IS JUST STARTING to figure out how to continue without Malcolm. It’s a constant uphill battle and she often feels like she just wants to give up. But she knows that Malcolm would not have approved, and with her mom and Sophie’s help, she keeps going. 

Axel receives a second shot at life and he intends to make the most of it. It’s a miracle he got a heart just in time. He’s trying to do everything to live life to the fullest. But he still feels empty, and doesn’t know what to do. 

When Axel finds out whose heart is in his chest, he flies across the country to Atlanta, Georgia, to find the family of the man whose given him a second chance. 

He doesn’t expect to find someone like Robyn, though. 

And Robyn doesn’t expected Axel to arrive on her doorstep looking like Prince Charming himself. 

Can it be that maybe—just maybe—there is healing to be found in each other?
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Robyn
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HE WAS EVERYWHERE. It had been almost a year and Malcom still hung between the walls of this house as if he had only stepped out for a carton of milk and would be back any second. 

Sometimes, when I heard a sound in the driveway, I thought it was him coming home after his shift. And then I would catch myself looking toward the door, excited to see him. Only to remember that Malcom was gone. And whatever I had heard outside was just another echo of the loneliness inside me. 

I rolled over in bed, stretching my hand over to Malcom’s side. I knew he wouldn’t be there, that the sheets on his side would be cold and the blanket would still be unruffled because he hadn’t slept beside me. But when I felt that empty space next to me, the same pang that shot into my chest every time I was reminded of his absence stabbed me yet again, making it difficult to breathe.

Pushing myself up, I scrubbed at my face with my hands and took a deep breath.

“You can do this, Robyn,” I told myself, speaking out loud. “Get out of bed, brush your teeth, brush your hair. Come on.”

I did as I had ordered. One foot in front of the other until I was in the bathroom. Toothpaste on my toothbrush, and I went through the motions. Some days were better than others. Sometimes I didn’t have to tell myself what to do, I did it without thinking too much about it. Some days, barking orders was necessary, it occupied the space somehow. But other days, I just lay in bed feeling heavier than anything I had ever felt before, and just the thought of getting up was so draining it seemed impossible, and so much easier to just close my eyes and go back to sleep.

But sleeping away the rest of my life was not going to cut it. Malcolm was the one who had died, not me. I still had a life I needed to live, a job I needed to do, I still had to carry on.

Although, since Malcolm had died on duty—shot in the stomach after being summoned from home on an emergency call—I didn’t really know what life there was left to live. Everything had been taken from me.

Once upon a time, Malcolm and I had been happy. We had even talked about starting a family. Not right away—Malcolm’s hours hadn’t allowed it and he had told me he wasn’t ready. And I had been willing to wait. I would wait forever if it meant I could have Malcolm back. But that wasn’t going to happen, was it? Everything we had planned together, all we had aimed for, the dreams we had hung on the walls of this house—none of it was ever going to be realized.

All that was left now was me trying to make it through each day, trying to find a reason to keep going. I knew if I didn’t keep moving forward, I would just lay down and die, too.

Sometimes, I wondered if it would be better. But that wasn’t fair.

After finishing up in the bathroom, I walked to my closet and pulled on a pair of jeans and a green T-shirt. I tied my hair back into a ponytail and glanced in the mirror. I wasn’t going to put on any make up. I had stopped trying after he had died. I was aware that I was playing the role of the grieving widow, but I had lost my husband. I dared anyone to tell me I wasn’t allowed to feel the way I did.

Still, getting dressed was a good idea. I felt better already, although, ‘better’ was a relative term. When I glanced at the time, I hurried to the kitchen and ate a banana.

Though I had no appetite, I always tried to eat something. I had to keep going. I could hear Malcolm scolding me for neglecting my health. And honestly, that little voice in the back of my head—the way he used to speak to me and take care of me—was the only reason I still tried some days.

The doorbell rang and I walked to the door, still chewing the last bite of banana. I swallowed just before I pulled the door open.

“Morning, sunshine,” Sophie said. My mom smiled at me from behind her.

“Not quite morning,” I muttered.

I had slept until almost noon. But at least I was up.

Sophie stepped into the house and gave me a hug. When my friend pulled away, my mom hugged me, too.

“Thanks for coming,” I said.

Sophie cupped my cheek for a moment. “Any time.”

Sophie and I had been friends in high school. She had been my maid of honor. There had been a time when we had been very close. But after the wedding, our lives had become busy and we had drifted apart. Now though, since Malcolm had died, Sophie had reached out to me again. I had to admit, this past year I had needed my friend more than ever.

She looked bright in a yellow dress and sandals, her blonde hair in a pixie cut and her brown eyes smiling at me. Sophie was a few sizes bigger than I was, but she was elegant and feminine nevertheless, and she carried herself as if she weighed nothing. Her upbeat attitude and apparent inability to ever be down was what pulled me through these dark days.

“Are we going to have a bit of tea before we get started?” Sophie asked, walking to the kitchen. She was very at home in my house, and I was relieved. I nodded.

“How are you doing today?” My mom asked, while Sophie fussed in the kitchen, making everyone tea.

“It’s a hard day,” I said.

My mom nodded. She understood. She had lost my dad almost seven years ago now. She knew what it felt like to be only one half of a whole, to feel incomplete. Although, we had expected my dad’s death—Malcolm’s had come from left field.

And today was the day. We were starting to take care of Malcolm’s things, to pack them away at least. I had to try to move forward with my life. His presence was so strong sometimes, I felt like I was only dreaming, and that this whole thing was just a terrible nightmare.

“We are going to get through this together,” my mom said. “One step at a time.”

Sophie brought a tray with teacups into the living room and we sat down, sipping tea. Sophie chatted away about something or other—I wasn’t really paying attention. But I liked the sound of her voice, the way it rose and fell as she spoke, distracting me enough from what I was feeling that I thought maybe I could do this.

At least, I hoped I could. Because if I couldn’t get through today, how was I ever going to move on? Moving on wasn’t something I wanted to do—I didn’t know if I was ready to let go of Malcolm yet. But it was what he would want for me. So, I had to try.

“Right,” Sophie said, once our tea was finished. She put the empty cups back on the tray, ready to take it back to the kitchen. “Where are we starting?”

“The bedroom,” I said, in a hoarse voice. A lump rose in my throat and I already felt like crying.

Sophie nodded and disappeared into the kitchen. When she returned, we walked to the bedroom together. Malcolm’s things were still scattered through the house, even though I had managed to put the biggest things away. I still had some of his clothes in my closet, his shaver lay next to the bathroom sink and his training shoes were in the hallway closet.

In the kitchen cabinet, his favorite coffee mug still stood next to mine.

And as much as it kept him here, it also reminded me of the painful truth—that he was gone, day in and day out.

But by bit, we packed up his things. Sophie had found a beautiful trunk at an antique store, and she had brought it to me last week. We weren’t going to get rid of Malcolm’s things—I wasn’t ready for that. I wasn’t sure I would ever be. We were going to put his things in the trunk, and the trunk would stay in the hallway. It was a beautiful piece of furniture, and if I really needed to find him, to reach out and access that part of me I had lost, I could still open the trunk and breathe in the essence of my Malcolm.

I had already started filling up the trunk after Sophie had brought it here. Birthday and anniversary cards were stacked and tied up with string, I had put our wedding pictures in there, and his police uniform. And now the rest of his things were going in, too.

Though I hadn’t expected it to hurt quite this much. It had been almost a year, so I should have been used to the idea that Malcolm wasn’t around anymore. And I wasn’t getting rid of his things, only putting them somewhere else. But somehow, I felt like I was reliving his death all over again. Feeling the pain of him being ripped away from me, the trauma of having to sign a form to donate his organs, when I hadn’t nearly been ready to let go.

Closing my eyes, I saw the distraught faces of his colleagues in the hospital corridor when I’d come out of that room. I hadn’t been able to look at any of them. In a way, I resented them for calling him out, for making him leave our safe home and step into a scenario that got him killed. And I resented them for being the last people to have seen him healthy and well. The people who had spent all the time with him I hadn’t been able to when he’d worked those long hours, on duty to save others. Leaving me at home alone.

I knew it wasn’t right for me to blame them for anything. Malcolm had known the dangers of becoming a police officer. I hadn’t worried for three years for nothing. But still, it seemed unfair that he was the one that died, and the rest of them continued on, happy wives at home, still pursuing their dreams together.

“Robyn,” my mom said and I looked up. I was sitting in front of the trunk on my knees, one of his shirts in my lap, my hands tangled in up it. I’d been so lost in thought I hadn’t heard her at first. When I looked at her, her face softened. “Put the shirt into the trunk, sweetheart. Let’s take a break.”

Putting that shirt in the trunk was like tearing myself away from Malcolm all over again. I teared up. But it was still in the trunk, still in my hallway, still in my life. I had to keep reminding myself of this. I wasn’t throwing Malcolm away. But I had no idea it would hurt this much. It seemed that every time I thought I’d survived the worst of it, something else came along and it was just as raw as the moment it happened. Worse, in a way without the shock numbing my senses.

When I walked into the kitchen, Sophie had was putting the clean teacups back in the cupboard.

“How about a glass of wine,” she said. She was bright and cheerful, but her face was filled with sympathy when she looked at me. I teared up and Sophie stepped closer to me, wrapping her arms around me in a gentle hug.

“Wine sounds great,” I whispered.

My mom got out the glasses and Sophie chose a bottle in the wine rack. She poured and we each took a glass and walked out to the porch. It was summertime and sunset came much later, so even though it was already six in the evening, it was still a beautiful day out.

We sat down on the wicker furniture and I sipped the wine. Dry, white. And better than anything I could imagine right now.

“This is a big deal, R0bs,” Sophie said, reaching over and squeezing my hand. “You did really good today.”

I nodded, unable to talk. The lump had suddenly returned.

“I’m so proud of you, sweetheart,” my mom said. “I know how hard this can be and you are doing really well.”

Having my mom and my friend here, confirming that I was coping okay and I wasn’t just fooling myself, was great to hear. I took another sip of wine.

“So, what are you doing to get back out there?” Sophie asked.

I shook my head. “I’m not getting back out there. I don’t want to date.”

“No one is expecting you to date, honey,” my mom said. “We just want you to get out
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