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VERSE 1-3: “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life; (For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us;) That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.”

The First Epistle of John, chapter 1 verse 1 starts with the apostle John, now an elderly man dealing with the fact that they (the apostles) had personally seen Christ. They had physically handled Him, seen Him, and had been associated with Him.

The word “that” is neuter, starts right at the beginning of verse 1, and several times God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit are spoken of in a neuter. It’s not disrespectful; it’s a fact that the AV correctly starts out this part of Scripture using the neuter to refer to Jesus Christ.

The two keywords here are “fellowship” and “we.” Now the apostle John was one of twelve men handpicked by Jesus Christ, and of course, Judas Iscariot was a devil, according to John chapter 6. And he fell, that the Scripture would be fulfilled.

But nonetheless, the Lord chose twelve men to be His disciples, His apostles. And of course, “apostle” and a “disciple” are synonymous, but normally when we speak of an apostle, we speak of somebody who has been handpicked and sent out by Jesus Himself.

Today a person that is saved is a disciple the moment that they believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.

So, we no longer have apostles, as such. There are no handpicked people today that represent the Lord. If you are born again, then you are a saint of God, and you have as much authority as the next person has.

The same goes for prophets. There are no prophets today per se. A prophet in the New Testament was somebody who had the gift of foreknowledge. They could tell you what was going to happen in the future, and they were normally chosen during the intertestimonial period, from law to grace, and normally they were given the task of articulating what the Lord was doing through the office of the apostles.

Again, the Scripture hadn’t yet been written. The apostles were using the Old Testament. And of course, three-quarters of the Bible were already in circulation before Jesus Christ turned up; that, of course, is the Old Testament. The apostles quoted the Old Testament extensively. Paul quotes the Old Testament 80 times in the Book of Romans. Jesus quotes the Old Testament 60 times in the gospels alone. Jesus held the Pharisees accountable by the Old Testament.

Today, we have the Old and New Testament, and we can hold people accountable by the word of God. It’s not our authority; it’s not our opinion. We are simply examining man in light of Scripture.

The second part here is fellowship. When you read through 1 John chapter 1 carefully, you see something very clear: that the word “fellowship” means union with God, not salvation. And I’ll come to that in a moment.

VERSE 4: “And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full.”

Of course, John is speaking in the plural here on behalf of the apostles. He’s writing this epistle himself, but he’s writing as an apostle, as an older man, as an elder brother, somebody who was chosen and worked alongside other men, and that is a sign of humility.

VERSE 5: “This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.”

There’s no evil; there is nothing wicked in the Lord. What you find throughout Scripture is the Lord will allow sinful man to do what he wants to do.

Revelation 17:17: God says He will put it in man’s heart to do all of His will.

Go back to Exodus: you find Pharaoh, a pagan, a sinful man, with a wicked heart, completely contrary to the things of God, and he was out to destroy the children of Israel. So, he starts out already guilty, and the Lord hardens his heart, then Pharaoh hardens his heart, then God hardens his heart, and this continues until Pharaoh’s destruction. Pharaoh was already lost; he was already a pagan before he even came into contact with Moses as a prophet of God.

There are occasions in the Old Testament, alongside Exodus, where the Lord allows evil spirits to deceive wicked men. In 2 Thessalonians chapter 2, Paul says that those who refuse to believe the truth will be deceived. God Himself will send strong delusion (verse 11), and that is a reference to the Tribulation.

And in Matthew 24, Jesus said if it were possible, even the elect would be deceived. Now, we know that it’s not possible, because we know that once we are saved we are sealed and He that has begun a good work in us will complete it. So, we know that our salvation is fixed the moment we believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.

But if you are not saved, if you’re an enemy of God, if Satan has blinded you, according to 2 Corinthians 4:4, then you are an enemy of God. And if you are an unsaved person pretending to be saved, then you are the tares from Matthew 13, and the tares are going to be gathered up and bundled and thrown into the fire.

This is a very serious fact. There are a lot of people that pretend to be saved and are not saved, and I’ve said this before, there are people who are saved who have no assurance of being saved, and there are those that are not saved who do have assurance of being saved. It’s a farce, but it’s a sad fact nonetheless.

VERSES 6-7: “If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.”

Nobody got saved by confessing their sins to the Lord Jesus Christ.

Go to Romans chapter 10. Look at verse 9: “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him.”

Look at verse 13: “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” That’s a reference to the Old Testament. Man has always been saved the same way: by calling on the name of the Lord, which simply means to acknowledge God as your Creator, and in faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

In fact, go to the Book of Acts. Look at Acts 26:18: “To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me.” So turning from darkness to light, from the power of Satan unto God, is a complete repentance, it’s a complete change of mind. And once you’ve repented, once you’ve changed, once you’ve turned from your pre-salvation condition, then God will save you.

Look at Acts 20 verse 21: “Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.” You have to acknowledge the Father to get to the Son. Repentance towards God and faith in and of and through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Go to Acts 16: a couple more verses I want to give you to cement this fact. Acts 16 verse 31: “And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shall be saved, and thy house.” And, of course, the house was saved (by the time you get to verses 33 and 34) by believing in God. So, you’re saved by your faith in Christ, and faith is what repentance is. Repentance, as I say, is a change of mind, and that change of mind grants you faith, faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

And possibly in the future I will do a longer video going through repentance, because some good people, some saved people, believe that repentance is a turning from sin in order to then be saved. And that is a problematic teaching because the moment you tell somebody they have to turn from all of their sin in order to get saved, the question then is asked, “How do I know if I’ve turned from all of my sin? How do I know if God has received me?”

But, if you present the word of God correctly, that it’s faith in Christ alone, total faith, minus any works, then the person can have assurance they are saved. And Romans 8 says that the Holy Spirit gives us assurance that we are saved.

But the moment you put works in the equation, or Lordship salvation, or even conditional security, which the Arminians promote, then you take any assurance, any joy that a person has from them, and you leave them dangling, and that’s not something that I would want to be associated with.

So, back to verse 7, the word of God says that if we walk in the light, as He is the light, we have fellowship one with another, and Jesus Christ’s blood cleanses us from all sin.

Now again, fellowship here, in the context, is to confess your sins in order to stay in fellowship with Him. You were saved from Hell. You were saved from your sin. You were saved from God’s judgment the moment you believed on Him. But, when you fall into sin
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