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INTRODUCTION

			Catalog
Milo Lazarevic
SCULPTURE
April 1980

			Images of victimization, images of blindness, images of impotence: they are animated, all of them, by Milo Lazarevic’s indignation. Also, they are familiar, whether they are men or women. Who among us has not felt something (society, bureaucracy, an institution) pressing down, clamping us in place?

			These nameless human shapes are sculptured softly, with a kind of tenderness. Their fragility and their peculiar weight are almost palpable, particularly when contrasted to the angled tools, the literal tools of torture and domination. Marble, white and honey-colored, has a sensual look when the light plays over it. A strange beauty, therefore, haunts the hanging figure, roped to the hook, collapsed, drained, abandoned to twist in space. There is no confusing that figure with a dummy or a mannequin. Looking, one sees life in its absence; and there is rebellion in the looking. “No,” one murmurs to oneself, “Oh no.”

			The staggering figure in the roped sack is insistently there as well. One watches him, recognizes the look of the mystified, the blinded. He is Wozzeck crying out, “Doctor, sir, everything’s going dark!” He is the eternal Lucky driven by the Pozzos of the world. But this man can only lean forward, can only lurch. He cannot dance, nor can he speak. But he lives there inside his sack; he strains toward a scaffold, perhaps, toward a vengeful crowd, toward his prison bars.

			Lazarevic creates a colony of the persecuted, and he established them in imaginary space. Doing so, he places them at a distance and requires his spectator to make an effort, indeed to leap. One must leap out of the ordinary, the taken-for-granted; and one must grasp what is not yet. That is what freedom signifies: to refuse what is and move beyond. These sculptures evoke a world that demands human freedom; they ask for a promise to change.

			Maxine Greene
Teachers College
Columbia University 

		



			
				
Lazarevic in his SoHo studio c.1972
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					The artist with his sculpture Strength of Despair 1977
Marble and rope, 84" × 34" × 34" (214 × 86 × 86 cm)
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					Anchor to an Absent Spirit 1973
Marble, 74" × 24" × 24" (188 × 61 × 61 cm)
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Maiden of Kosovo 1973
Marble, 64" × 24" × 24" (163 × 61 × 61 cm)
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					In Uptown Studio, New York City c. 1977
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			About the Author
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Milo Lazarevic is an American author, educator, art historian, and artist born in Yugoslavia. He received a bachelor’s, two master’s and a doctorate degree from Columbia University. He taught sculpture at Columbia University Teacher Collage and art history at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. He lives in New York.
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