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Bismillahir Rahmaanir Raheem.
In the Name of Allah, The Most Merciful, The Bestower of Mercy.




Preface
All praise is due to Allah. We praise Him, seek His assistance and forgiveness and we seek refuge with Him from the evil of our souls and our misdeeds.
I testify that there is no deity worthy of worship except Allah alone. He has no partner. I also testify that Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) is His slave and Messenger.
This is a short book based on the teachings of scholars such as Ibn Taimiyyah, Ibn Qayyim, and Ibn al-Jawzi.
This book is written for the person who is desirous of becoming a good Muslim. For the one who wants to come close to Allah. For the person who has sinned but wants to repent to his Lord. This book is for all Muslims - the newly converted and for those who have been Muslims since birth.
This book serves as a source of light in the darkness of temptations that surround us. You will learn how to experience true faith when you read this book. It contains authentic events, advice, and stories that will inspire you to move to the next level in your journey towards the Hereafter.
If you have been desiring to have a loving relationship with your Lord, then this book is written so that you can achieve this goal with ease.
This is not just a self-help book but is a manual of your journey towards becoming a good Muslim. This book will keep your heart from becoming hard and dark. It is a book of hope and forgiveness. You can heal your heart and improve yourself no matter where you have started your journey. This book can serve as a source of your awakening and returning to the Islamic version of yourself.
By reading this compact but comprehensive book with a pure intention and attentive heart, you can cultivate your love for Allah and the Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and live a life of gratitude and contentment.




A Muslim is encouraged to utter certain phrases at the mention of Allah, the Prophet, other Prophets, the angels, the companions of the Prophet, and righteous Muslims. Please say these phrases whenever you come across them in the book.
Allah: Say “Subhaanahuu wa ta’aalaa” which means ‘Glorified and Exalted is He.’
Prophet Muhammad: Say, “Sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa salam” which means, ‘May the peace and blessing of Allah be on him.’ Say this phrase always when you hear the beloved name of the Prophet or at any place where the Prophet is mentioned.
Other Prophets or an Angel: Say, “Alayhis Salaam” which means, ‘Peace be on him.’
A male companion of the Prophet: Say, “Radiyallaahu ‘anhum” which means, ‘May Allah be pleased with him.’
A past scholar or righteous Muslim: Say, “Rahimahullaah” which means, ‘May Allah have Mercy on him.’
A female companion: Say “Radiyallaahu ‘anhaa” which means, ‘May Allah be pleased with her.’




Chapter 1

“Why should we learn about what happens in the grave?”
“The knowledge of the grave is a topic that has to do with Aqidah (Islamic belief), and this is a topic we must know. Knowledge of the Pillars of Faith (Iman), punishment and the blessings of the grave, the punishment of Hell and the blessings of Heaven, lead to a renewal of the heart, which in turn will lead to correction of morals of the individual; and peaceful and secure life for the Muslim society as a whole.”
“Why is there corruption in society?”
“The cause of corruption, whether individually or in society, is due to lack of a deterrent. The greatest deterrent that prevents us from doing sins is the belief in Allah and the knowledge that He sees everything we do, privately or publicly, in secret or in the open. Also, the belief in the angels, and the blessings and judgments of the grave, and belief in Heaven and Hell, lead the individual and the society to shun sinful life.”
“What should we do before we plan to do an action such as saying something?”
“Before a person says or does anything, he must consider whether what he is doing is Islamically correct and he should do an action remembering Allah, Hell and Heaven, and blessings and the torment of the grave. Therefore the believer cannot do anything but a good action or say beneficial words. But if he does or says something which is not Islamically correct and is sinful, then he will feel as if the punishment of the grave and Hell has now become closer to him due to his wrong actions. He will not be in peace until he asks Allah for forgiveness for his sins, repents to Him and returns to Him, weeping, with humility and remorse.”
“What happens just before death when the soul is taken from the body?”
“There are many things that happen. The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: Allah, may He be glorified, said: ‘Whoever shows enmity to someone who is devoted to Me, I will be at war with him. My servant does not draw near to Me with something more beloved by Me than the religious duties I have assigned to him, and My servant continues to draw near to Me with supererogatory actions so that I will love Him. When I love him, I am his hearing with which he hears, his sight with which he sees, his hands with which he strikes, and his foot with which he walks. If he were to ask [something] of Me, I will surely give it to him, and if he asks for protection from Me, I will certainly give it to him. I do not hesitate about anything as much as I hesitate about (seizing) the soul of My faithful servant; he hates death and I hate hurting him.’” [al-Bukhari].
“Who is present on the deathbed besides the angels?”
“Shaytan is very eager to be present in the bed of one’s death so that the end of one’s life can be accompanied by sin and rebellion [to Allah], just as he is always eager to be present in all the actions that a person does. The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: Shaytan is present with every one of you in everything you do; he is present even when you eat. Therefore, if any of you drop a mouthful of food, you should remove whatever is dirty on it and eat it, and should not leave it for Shaytan. When you are done (eating food) you should lick your fingers, because a person does not know in which portion of his food the blessing lies. [Muslim].”
“What does the disbeliever want to do when he faces death?”
“He wants to return to the world when his death comes. Allah, may He be glorified, said: (In Falsehood they will be), until when death befell one of them, he says: ‘O my Lord! send me back (to live), - so that I can do righteous actions in the things I neglected!’ [Quran 23: 99].”
“But it is not possible for him to avoid death and return?”
“No, this is not possible. This is just his wish and regret. He will only be raised again on the Day of Judgment.”
“Is there suffering and agony when a person dies?”
“Al-Bukhari narrated from ‘A’ishah (Allah be pleased with her) who said: The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: There is no god but Allah. Truly there is agony in death.”
“What if a disbeliever repents and believes in Allah when he is certain that he is going to die now?”
“Beliefs at the time of death are not acceptable. Rasulullah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: When Pharaoh drowned, he said: ‘I believe that there is no god but He whom the Children of Israel believe in.’ (Angel) Jibreel said to me: ‘O Muhammad, if only you could see how I took the black mud of the sea and put it in his mouth for fear that the mercy of Allah will reach him.’”
“Where does the Angel of Death sit at the time of death?”
“The Angel of Death sits at the head of the dying person.”
“What does the Angel of Death said to the believer and the disbeliever?”
“The Angel of Death informs the believers of the forgiveness and pleasure of Allah, and he informs the disbeliever about the wrath and anger of Allah.”
“How does the soul of a believer and disbeliever come out during death?”
“The soul of the believer comes out easily. The disbelievers are punished with hardships and difficulty when their soul is extracted. The soul of the believer comes out with the perfume like the best musk, and the soul of the disbeliever comes out with the smell like the
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