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TAKE A  

JOURNEY THROUGH  

THE ANIMAL KINGDOM!

Meet the super-speedy specimens, the camouflage champions 

and some dangerous deep-sea creatures.

Find out why chameleons change colour,

how much a leaf cutter ant can carry

and how dangerous a box jellyfish is.

Turn the page to start this exciting

animal exploration!
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Our 

Animal

Planet

Every corner of our planet is crawling

with animal life! Earth is home to

almost nine million animal species.

But how did the animal kingdom begin?

ANIMALS ON EARTH

The first animal emerged in the sea about half-a-billion years ago, in a

burst of evolutionary activity called the Cambrian explosion. These early

creatures are the common ancestors of all animals today. Among the first

to evolve were tiny 3-mm-long placozoans, which fed and moved across

the ocean floor.

VS

FIRST ANIMALS

Scientists looking for the species that kicked-off the animal tree of life

have suggested two potential candidates: sponges or comb jellies.
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ANCIENT BUG

A 2.5-cm-long millipede is believed to be the oldest land-dwelling

animal. Fossil imprints from 425 million years ago were discovered

on the Scottish island of Kerrera.

EARLY FLYER

One of the earliest flying insects was the griffinfly, a six-winged

creature that evolved 300 million years ago. Just imagine its relative

the dragonfly, with a wingspan as wide as four bananas!

FASCINATING FISH

The coelacanth is a deep-sea creature which swam in Earth’s oceans

400 million years ago. This ancient specimen is about the same size

as a whitetip reef shark and has a hinged joint in its skull to expand

its mouth for oversize snacks!

Scientists believed this fish went extinct with the dinosaurs around

66 million years ago, so they were amazed when one was caught by a

South African fishing trawler in 1938!
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