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WHAT IS A ZOO

The Definition and Purpose of Zoos: Examining Their Role in Conservation, Education, and Animal Welfare.
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Modern zoos have multiple goals, including animal welfare, conservation, education, research, and entertainment. 

[image: image]

To evaluate the effectiveness of zoos in achieving these goals, it is important to study the effects of animal-visitor interactions. 
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Research has shown that interventions based on exhibit design, species characteristics, and visitor education can increase positive animal-visitor interactions and facilitate the multiple goals of modern zoos. However, these goals can sometimes conflict with each other. Visitors often want to observe and interact with animals in close proximity, which can induce stress for many species. Despite this, repeat visitors are more inclined to seek out conservation efforts compared to those visiting zoos for the first time. Visitors have more positive perceptions and behaviors towards zoos, their animals, and conservation initiatives when they interact with animals, naturalistic exhibits, and zoo programming/staff. Zoo visitors are receptive to conservation messaging and initiatives at zoos and are more likely to participate in on-site conservation opportunities as opposed to after their visits.  The good purposes of zoos include conservation, science, education, and recreation. However, zoos can only be ethically justified if they guarantee the welfare of their animals, with dignity having the overriding part in analyzing zoo animal welfare and interests because it impacts both animal and human interests. Zoos aim to display animals engaging in natural behaviors to attract visitors and educate them. To achieve this, zoos face a complicated conflict between entertainment and welfare when it comes to animal-visitor interactions. While preventing visitors from interacting with animals can lead to a decrease in attendance and financial support, noisy and active crowds of visitors can cause stress for many species, including primates, which can affect both their welfare and visitor enjoyment.  Therefore, it is crucial for zoos to measure the impact of their education and conservation initiatives to indicate how these organizations are fulfilling their missions. Zoos are shifting their strategic focus from recreation and entertainment to visitor conservation education, with organizational expectations for emotional display directing the delivery of conservation-based visitor outcomes.
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The Binturong
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Although the binturong is also known as the panda, it is not closely related to the bear or the cat. Binturongs belong to the civet family, an ancient group of small to medium-sized mammals found only in the Old World (Eastern Hemisphere). The family, which also includes civet cats and genetic cats, is one of the most diverse of all carnivore families, comprising 66 species distributed across Europe, Africa, the Middle East, India and Southeast Asia.
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The binturong, sometimes called the panda for its appearance, is actually a member of the civet family, which includes animals such as civet cats and genetic cats. The binturong has shaggy black fur, sometimes streaked with silver, and long thin whiskers that give the animal a rather scruffy look. 
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Binturong’s faces have lighter fur than most of their bodies. Their eyes are reddish and small. Binturongs are arboreal, which means they live in the trees. They spend much of their time in the canopies of the tropical forests throughout their range, and can often be spotted sleeping or resting lazily on tree branches. Their nickname, “bearcat”, describes their appearance rather well, as they have some features recognizable from both bears and cats. Although they are the only member of the genus, physically they are similar to Paradoxurus spp. and Paguma spp. as well. Interestingly, Binturong females are about 20 percent larger than males. 
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The Binturong is an animal that was once natively found throughout China, India, Thailand, Cambodia, Laos, Malaysia, Indonesia, the Philippines and on the island of Borneo, and although there are populations still found in a number of these countries, their numbers have been declining and the Binturong can now be extraordinarily hard to spot. Found in dense, moist jungles and in areas that are close to a slow-moving water source, the Binturong has been most affected by habitat loss particularly in the more southern parts of its natural range. Towards the north however where the rate of deforestation is not quite as ferocious, they have been more affected by hunting and capture as well as generally expanding Human populations. The Binturong relies heavily on dense, thick forest where there is plenty of cover both in the trees and on the ground and with a big decline in its native jungles, this mammal simply has fewer places to go.
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Binturongs are classified as felines, but are more closely related to bears.

1. Although the binturong is also known as the bearcat, it's not closely related to bears or cats. The binturong belongs to the Viverridae family, an ancient group of small- to medium-sized mammals found only in the Old World (eastern hemisphere). This family, which also contains civets and genets, is one of the most diverse of all carnivore families, covering 66 species distributed throughout Europe, Africa, the Middle East, India, and Southeast Asia.
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Sometimes called a bearcat because of its appearance, the binturong is actually a member of the Viverridae family, which includes animals such as civets and genets. The binturong has shaggy black hair, which is sometimes streaked with silver, and wiry whiskers that can give the animal a rather frumpy appearance.
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Bactrian Camel
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Bactrian camels are the tallest and heaviest breed of camel.
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Most camels are taller than people. According to the San Diego Zoo, the Bactrian camel can reach a height of 1.8 meters at the shoulder and a body length of up to 3 meters. They usually weigh 1,320 to 2,200 pounds. (600 to 1,000 kg) when fully grown.
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Bactrian camels are between 225 and 350 cm in length. From the top of their hump to the ground, they are about 213 cm (6.9 ft) tall and usually weigh between 300 and 1,000 kg (660 to 2,200 lb). They are the largest camel species and are the largest mammals in their natural range, with males generally being larger than females.

Bactrian camels are the only breed of camel that can walk on their hind legs.

The Bactrian camel (Camelus bactrianus), also known as the Mongolian camel or domestic Bactrian camel, is a large even-toed ungulate native to the steppes of Central Asia. 
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It has two humps on its back, in contrast to the single-humped dromedary. [a] Its population of 2 million exists mainly in the domesticated form. Their name comes from the ancient historical region of Bactria.
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The dromedary camel, also known as the Arabian camel, exists today only as a domesticated animal. 
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About 90 percent of the world’s camels are dromedaries. There are two types of Bactrian camels: wild and domesticated. Wild Bactrian camels are much trimmer, with smaller humps and less hair, than domesticated Bactrian camels.
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Bactrian camels are the only breed of camel that can go without water for days at a time.
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Camels have a remarkable ability to survive for long periods (months!) without any water. When camels drink they can drink up to 35 gallons of water at a time. To keep moisture in their body, camels do not sweat very much, and they also have very concentrated urine.
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A camel can survive for over a week without water and can survive for several months without 40. Camels store fat in their humps, which can be used for energy when food and water are scarce. The length of time that a camel can survive on this stored fat depends on the climate and the animal’s activity level. The hump changes size depending on the amount of food that the animal eats. The camel’s hump may lean over or doop when food is scarce.
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The Clouded Leopard
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The clouded leopard is a species of cat that lives in the democratic republic of congo.
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The clouded leopard (Neofelis nebulosa), also known as the mainland clouded leopard, is a wild cat that inhabits the dense forests from the foothills of the Himalayas through mainland Southeast Asia to southern China. A clouded leopard was brought to London from China in the early 19th century and described in 1821. It has large dark gray spots with irregular patches and cloud-like streaks. Its head and body length ranges from 68.6 to 108 cm (27.0 to 42.5 inches) and its tail is 61 to 91 cm (24 to 36 inches). It uses its tail for balance as it moves up and down trees, and can climb down vertical tree trunks head-first. It rests in trees during the day and hunts on the forest floor at night.
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The clouded leopard is a medium-sized cat that lives in the dense tropical jungles of Southeast Asia. The clouded leopard is the smallest big cat in the world. Despite its name, the clouded leopard is not actually closely related to the leopard, and many consider it an evolutionary link between big and small cats. Clouded leopards are very shy animals, which combined with their very nocturnal lifestyle means that very little is known about their behavior in the wild because they are so rare. The clouded leopard has recently been split into two separate species, the clouded leopard (found on the mainland) and the Sunda clouded leopard (Borneo and Sumatra). 
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Both species are already very rare
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