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Foreword by Kenneth P. Lenz
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This book has six chapters that can transform your life, if you will allow it to do so—not primarily because its author, H. A. Ironside, was an insightful theologian and masterful writer; but because it is the Word of God that he presents and the Spirit of God that the author promotes.  In a moment, I will reveal how and why these six chapters were selected (and not just five), which will also explain the unique title of this book.  But first, it would be most fitting to offer a brief biographical sketch of the author. 

Henry Allen (“Harry”) Ironside was a beloved Canadian-American Bible teacher and preacher who wrote numerous books and pastored the Moody Church in Chicago from 1929 to 1948.  It is estimated that he preached nearly 7,000 sermons to over 1.25 million listeners from 1916 to 1929, prior to accepting the call to pastor Moody Church, and he continued to be an itinerate preacher while also serving as a pastor.  I had been a student member of Moody Church while a student at Moody Bible Institute in the early 1970’s, and I’ve appreciated Pastor Ironside’s writings. 

Chapters 2 through 6 in this book were originally sermons preached by Dr. Ironside in the early twentieth century, and later compiled into a book titled The Mission of the Holy Spirit.  We will begin, however, with a most helpful additional chapter, taken from Ironside’s book titled Holiness: the False and the True.  Thus, Chapter 1 offered here is titled “The Baptism of the Holy Spirit and of Fire,” which relates to my own book on Pentecostal Beliefs and to the larger, comprehensive book titled Water Baptism and Spirit Baptism. 

I should also mention that I have edited this book in addition to editing Pastor Ironside’s book titled, Baptism: What Saith the Scripture?  My edits in these (and other) books by Dr. Ironside, were primarily in matters of formatting for better readability and e-book preparation, as well as my inserting some of the Scripture references in parentheses and brief clarifications in brackets where those would be helpful to a reader.  I would note, however, that in the “Draft2Digital” conversion process of these books, some formatting (such as paragraph indentations and non-indentations) were not maintained, though this has no bearing on the excellent content by Dr. Ironside. 

Another brief book, with evangelistic sermons by Dr. Ironside, is uniquely titled Three Gospel Messages: From John 1:11–13; 3:16 and 3:36.  It is my prayer that each of these books will honor God and His Word in our lives.  May God bless your reading and, ultimately, the understanding and application of His Word—including the transforming baptism and mission of the Holy Spirit in your life. 

In His grace and for His glory,

Rev. Kenneth P. Lenz, Ph.D.

December 2024

www.KenLenz.com
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1.  The Baptism of the Holy Spirit and of Fire 
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It is remarkable how many expressions from the Scriptures, of diverse and widely differing meanings, are pressed into service by the Charismatic "holiness movement" of perfectionists to support their views, and supposed by them to be synonymous with St. Paul's "second benefit" [or "second blessing"]. We have already examined some of them, and shown they have no reference whatever to the theory of the eradication of inbred sin at some time subsequent to conversion. Of all these expressions, the one that heads this chapter is ever given the most prominent place, and it is triumphantly alleged, with no possibility of serious refutal, that in this at least we certainly have what to many in the beginning of this dispensation was a blessing received after having been born again. Were not the apostles all children of God before Pentecost? Did they not all have the forgiveness of their sins? Surely. Yet who can deny that they received the Spirit only at Pentecost? And if this was so with them, how can we suppose there is any other way now of becoming fit for service? Each individual must have his own Pentecost. If he does not, he is likely to miss heaven after all. And here the holiness teacher feels sure he has clinched his favorite doctrine beyond all possibility of disproof. 

Some distinguish between the baptism of the Holy Spirit and that of fire, and thus make a third blessing! But the majority consider the two as one—the Spirit coming upon and within the justified person, like a flame of fire, to burn out all evil and impart divine energy. Thus they sing: 

"Refining fire go through my heart, 

Illuminate my soul: 

Scatter Thy light through every part, 

And sanctify the whole." 

- 
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We must therefore turn again to our Bibles and carefully examine all that is thus recorded concerning the Spirit's baptism, noticing too, some other operations of the same Spirit, which have been greatly misunderstood by many. 

It was John the Baptizer who first spoke of this spiritual baptism. When the people were in danger of giving the forerunner an undue place, he pointed them on to the coming One, the latchet of whose sandal he felt unworthy to unbind, and he declared: "I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He that comes after me is mightier than I, . . . He shall baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire; whose winnowing fan is in His hand, and He shall thoroughly purge His threshing floor, and shall gather His wheat into the garner, but the chaff He will burn with fire unquenchable" (Matt. 3:11-12). 

In Mark's account no mention is made of fire. The only portion of John's declaration quoted is: "There comes He that is mightier than I after me, the thong of whose sandals I am not fit to stoop down and unloose. I indeed have baptized you with water, but He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost" (Mark 1:7, 8). There is a reason for the omission of "and fire," as we shall see in a few moments. 

Luke's account is the fullest of all. After telling of John's mission, by emphasizing the large place that coming wrath had in it (as also in Matt. 3:7-10), "The axe," he declares, "is already applied to the root of the trees; every tree, therefore, not producing good fruit, is cut down and cast into the fire" (Luke 3:9). But who will execute this solemn sentence? Will it be John himself or Another to come after him? And if Another, will His coming be alone for judgment? John gives the answer farther down: "I indeed baptize you with water, but the mightier than I is coming, . . . He shall baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire; whose winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly purge His threshing floor, and will gather the wheat into His garner, but the chaff He will burn with fire unquenchable" (3:16-17). 

In the Gospel of John, again, as in that of Mark, nothing is said of fire. It is only: "I beheld the Spirit descending as a dove from heaven, and it abode upon Him. And I knew Him not; but He who sent Me to baptize with water, He said to me, 'Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending and abiding on Him, He it is who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.' And I have seen and borne witness that this is the Son of God" (1:32-34). 

The only other promise of the Spirit's baptism is that given by the risen Lord Himself before His ascension, as recorded in Acts 1:5. After commanding the disciples to tarry at Jerusalem for the promise of the Father soon to be fulfilled, He says: "For John indeed baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days hence." Again, there is no mention of fire. 

In chapter 2 of the Acts we have the historical fulfilment of these promises. The Holy Spirit descended from heaven and enveloped all the one hundred and twenty believers in the upper room, baptizing and indwelling them. There is no mention of the fire. Instead of that we read of something very different: "Cloven tongues, like as of fire sat upon each of them" (2:3) Observe the statement carefully. It does not say a baptism of fire, but tongues, having the appearance of fire, sat upon each one. Was this that fiery baptism of which John spoke? I think not—and for a very good reason. 

Twice we have found the double expression used: "He shall baptize you with the Holy Spirit, and with fire." Three times we have seen the last expression omitted. Why this difference? John is addressing a promiscuous company in both Matthew and Luke. Some are repentant, waiting for Messiah; others are proud, haughty, hypocrites, and unbelievers. Some are humbly baptized in water, as signifying the death their sins deserve. Others evade the baptism, or would undergo it while unrepentant. John says in effect: Whether you are baptized by me or not, you shall all be baptized by the coming mighty One, either by the Holy Spirit, or in fire! He will make a separation between the true and the false. Every corrupt tree will come down and be hurled into the fire—baptized in the fire of judgment. The wheat will be gathered into the garner; they will be the Spirit-baptized ones. The chaff will be cast into the fire, this will be their baptism of wrath. 

In the accounts given by Mark, John, and in the Acts, there are no unbelievers introduced. Both John and Jesus are speaking only to disciples. To them they say nothing of the baptism of fire. There is no judgment—no wrath to come—for them to fear. They receive the promise of the baptism of the Spirit only, and this was fulfilled at Pentecost.  

From this point on, that is from Acts 2, we never hear again of this baptism as something to be waited for, prayed for, or expected. The promise of the Father had been fulfilled. The baptism of the Holy Spirit had taken place. There was never another Pentecost recognized in the Church. Only twice, thereafter, is the baptism so much as mentioned in the New Testament, once in Peter's account of the reception of Cornelius and other Gentiles with him into the Christian company (Acts 11:16), and then in Paul's epistle to the Corinthians where it is shown to be something past, in which all who were believers had shared: "By one Spirit are you all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles" (I Cor. 12:13), and the epistle is addressed to "all in every place, who call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord" (1:1). Many of them were weak Christians, many were carnal, many failed to enter into much of the glorious truth pertaining to the New Dispensation, but all were baptized by the one Spirit into the one body of Christ. 

We must therefore enquire carefully what that spiritual baptism accomplished, and why it took place subsequent to the new birth or conversion of the apostles and other believers in the opening of the book of Acts. 

First, let it be noted, the baptism of the Spirit was a future thing until Jesus was glorified. It was after His ascension that He was to send the Spirit, who had never hitherto dwelt upon the earth. While Christ was here the Spirit was present in Him, but He did not then indwell believers. "The Holy Ghost was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified" (John 7:39). In His last hours with His disciples He spoke of sending the Comforter, and He contrasted the two dispensations by saying, "He hath been with you, and shall be in you" (14:17). 

Secondly, observe that He was not to come for the cleansing or freeing of the disciples from sin. True, He would indwell them, to control them for Christ and
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