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      THE TEMPLE OF SOLOMON

      “Wasserman’s lavishly illustrated narrative places the Temple of Solomon, with all its rich cultural and metaphorical meanings, in its proper literary context by returning to the original source of everything we know about it: The Bible. The Temple of Solomon is more than just the literary biography of a building, however; it is the anatomy of an icon that has shaped humanity’s faith, history, art, literature, archaeology, fraternity, and so much more.”

      RICHARD KACZYNSKI, PH.D., author of Perdurabo: The Life of Aleister Crowley

      “James Wasserman provides a great service by keeping the story of the Holy Temple firmly fixed in the narrative of the Scriptures. From the Books of Moses to the vision of the New Jerusalem in the Revelation of St. John the Divine, from the Crusades of the Knights Templar to the esoteric interpretations of Freemasonry, the evolution and meaning of the Temple is revealed in a rich matrix of history, hope, faith and personal spiritual experience. It is this latter component that gives this book such immediacy. With genuine passion, the author demonstrates that historicity—while vital to our knowledge of the subject—is far less important than coming to understand that the Holy of Holies lies within the human heart and that the Temple of God is the body of the flesh that beareth it.”

      J. DANIEL GUNTHER, author of Initiation in the Aeon of the Child

      “In The Temple of Solomon, James Wasserman has delivered an inspired work on one of the most important subjects in the history of the spiritual tradition. This book is unique and timely, serving to bring the Judeo-Christian foundations of Western civilization into focus. The Temple of Solomon explores the spiritual and cultural origin of the threats to life and liberty we face in our lives today. The author brings clarity, wisdom, and personal experience to this work, which sets it apart from all other books on the subject.”

      DANIEL PINEDA, author of The Book of Secrets

      “James Wasserman has done it again! In The Temple of Solomon he brings dusty, biblical history to life in an exciting but scholarly way and then fully meets the challenge of making it relevant to the modern reader. He shows that when the law of God is written in our hearts and flowing in our blood, our physical body temple becomes our spiritual temple. Well done!”

      DR. BOB HIERONIMUS, author of Founding Fathers, Secret Societies and host of 21st Century Radio

      “While the Holy Ground of the Temple Mount has long been mentioned in esoteric literature, for far too long those who would claim to be its modern heirs have ignored and even been hostile to their Abrahamic origins. In the Holy of Holies it is said that God spoke to Israel; in these pages, it may be said that God is speaking to us, making it essential reading for students of the Western esoteric traditions.”

      MARK STAVISH, author of Between the Gates and Freemasonry: Rituals, Symbols & History of the Secret Society
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      IT CAME EVEN TO PASS, as the trumpeters and singers were as one, to make one sound to be heard in praising and thanking the LORD; and when they lifted up their voice with the trumpets and cymbals and instruments of musick, and praised the LORD, saying, “For He is good; for His mercy endureth for ever”: that then the house was filled with a cloud, even the house of the LORD; So that the priests could not stand to minister by reason of the cloud: for the glory of the LORD had filled the house of God.

      II Chronicles 5:13–14
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      A CAREFUL READING OF THE BIBLICAL TEXT discloses a myriad of archival and other details that can be correlated with the archaeological record and are consistent with the framework of events presupposed by the narrative. Thus, the skepticism of some modern historians, who argue that the biblical accounts of the United Monarchy are fictional retroversions from a later time, seems unwarranted.

      The New Oxford Annotated Bible 
Page 512, Essays
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        Medieval representation of the Temple of Solomon from a fifteenth-century French manuscript. The Ark of the Covenant may be seen through the open doorway.
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      FOREWORD

      PETER LEVENDA

      There is a secret at the heart of Western esotericism. It is an open secret, a secret that hides in the plain sight of every Freemason, every Templar, every Rosicrucian. It is the pulsing center of Kabbalah and of Jewish mysticism since the time of Ezekiel and the Exile. Its creator is as famous and renowned among Muslims as among Christians. It was the backdrop to the agony of Jesus, and the focus of the mysterious Essenes.

      It is nothing less than the Temple of Solomon, the King.

      The idea of the Temple is one that many of us take for granted. We think we know what it was, and what it represented. The Temple is duplicated in the degree rituals of Blue Lodge Freemasonry. It appears in the names of several modern secret societies, such as the Ordo Templi Orientis, or “Order of the Temple of the East,” which takes as its inspiration those French noblemen who bivouaced at the site of Solomon’s Temple in Jerusalem in the eleventh century and who returned to Europe with something unimaginably precious. Just about everything you need to know about the Temple is in the Tanakh—the Hebrew Scriptures—as well as the New Testament.

      But how many of us have actually read the Bible cover-to-cover? Even more important, how many modern initiates of secret societies and lovers of esoteric literature have studied the references to the Temple and subjected those texts to the kind of rigorous analysis they demand? When a Freemason experiences the ritual of the third degree and the murder of Hiram Abiff, does he really have a context for it? When members of the modern Templar societies experience initiations that take as their inspiration the fierce beliefs of the Knights Templar do they understand what those knights fought and died for? And why?

      Do they realize it was a real place, an actual building, with a secret chamber that gave direct access to God?

      What James Wasserman has done in this book is to perform an invaluable service, one long overdue. Working from the basic documents of Judaism and Christianity, he has collected all of the references to the Temple and presented them in one place along with a detailed account of the historical events that surrounded its building and its eventual destruction, first at the hands of the Babylonians and later under the Roman sword: a monument to monotheism, attacked and destroyed —twice—by polytheists. Only in this way can we begin to understand why the Templars were obsessed with it, and why they named their Order after it. Only in this way can we realize the links that Freemasonry has with the Templars through their common reverence for the Temple. Only in this way can we start to appreciate the importance the Temple has for the Jewish mystics known as the Descenders to the Chariot. How else to understand the poignant rituals of the Qumran sect, as contained in the passionate Song of the Sabbath Sacrifice, which places the Temple in a spiritual realm accessible only to the pure of heart?

      Even if one has no affiliation with esotericism or has no mystical ideas or impulses, a knowledge of the history of the Temple is essential to anyone who professes to understand (or be part of) Western culture. Stories and legends about the Temple are part of our shared literature. And yet, as someone who was brought up a Catholic, I can attest that the only time I was ever told anything about Judaism was when it was absolutely necessary to explain something about the life of Jesus. We know that Jesus cast out the moneychangers from the Temple, but we never had any idea what they were doing there in the first place! All we ever knew about Solomon was that he was wise. Something about cutting a baby in half . . .

      As a student in Catholic school I saw statues of saints, crucifixes, and the Stations of the Cross. I was taught how to pray and sing in Latin, not Hebrew. Somehow we all thought that Latin was the language of Jesus. Certainly Saint Peter spoke Latin. He’s buried beneath the Basilica that bears his name—in Rome, not Jerusalem.

      Thus, we were robbed of the opportunity to gain a deeper and richer understanding of the Temple and all it represents: for Jews, for Freemasons, and for that enigmatic organization known as the Knights Templar. This is a glaring defect that James Wasserman repairs for us.

      The urge to re-create the Temple through visualization, meditation, ritual, and prayer is only comprehensible when we remember how it was built, why it was built, and what its destruction meant for Jews and Christians alike. This the author has done in a remarkable accomplishment, at once scholarly and enlightened. What was destroyed by soldiers and buried under the rubble of centuries has been excavated and reborn in this masterful re-creation that takes us from Genesis to the present day. It is an essential volume for the Western magician and mystic, to be sure, for it provides all the basic information about the real Temple that one needs in order to unpack the rituals of modern ceremonial magic. But it is also an invaluable resource for anyone with a desire to understand not only the roots of Western culture and history—and especially of the rise of monotheism, which gave us the great Abrahamic religions of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam—but also a context for appreciating the ramifications of the conflicts in the Middle East and the precarious situation that is created by the hotly contested Temple Mount: for things have not changed much since the days of the Knights Templar and the struggle over control of Jerusalem. We cannot understand the news unless we understand history.

      Solomon is a name to conjure with in modern esotericism. Literally. There are grimoires that bear his name, such as the famous Keys of Solomon. There is an Arab tradition that Solomon built the Temple with the aid of the jinn: the spiritual forces that were kept in a bottle bearing the famous Seal of Solomon. Of Solomon in the Qur’an it is written:

      And We made the wind subservient to Solomon . . . We made a fountain of molten brass to flow for him. And of the jinn there were those who worked before him by the command of his Lord. (34:12)

      Is it any wonder, then, that the building of his Temple would be considered a kind of miracle in itself, something to be commemorated in the Masonic degrees? Solomon controlled the forces of nature and the forces of the spiritual realms. The reference to the molten brass is a reference to 1 Kings 7:23–26 and the sea of brass that was part of the Temple. Most important, the Temple contained the Holy of Holies, the secret chamber that housed the Ark of the Covenant: the tangible, physical evidence of God’s covenant with the Jews and, by extension, with humanity itself. While we have all seen Raiders of the Lost Ark, we have yet to see a film based on the Lost Temple. Yet it is there, like an insistent shadow, a magnetic force, a subliminal drumbeat to the magic and mysticism of the past three thousand years of spiritual longing for that lost connection, that pipeline to the Divine. Magicians of the Middle Ages called upon the same jinn as did Solomon, they believed. Steeped in the Bible, they thought they knew what he knew. They reached out blindly into the ether to tear the veil away that hangs before the Holy of Holies.

      They still do so, today.

      Did the Templars find the Ark during their sojourn at the Temple? There are many who think so. Did they find the Rod of Aaron? The tablets on which were written the Ten Commandments in letters of flame and the blood and tears of Moses? What was the secret of Rennes-le-Château that forms the heart of not only The Da Vinci Code but also of Holy Blood, Holy Grail: the nonfiction source and inspiration for the former? Don’t we need a framework for understanding the question, something more than pop history and speculative fiction, before we can hope to come up with an answer?

      Wasserman gives us the tools we need. By examining each of the books of the Bible in turn he walks us through the thousand years of the Temple’s history. We come away confident that we have not only what facts are available but also a sense of the importance of this building and its relevance to us today, an excitement that is contagious. The yearning of the Jews, the passion of the Templars, the anger of Jesus, the quiet confidence of the Masons, the awe of the Muslims—all of this is wrapped up in the tale of an impossible dream: a house built for God, where God could meet His people. An intersection in time and space, a tangent point between this world and the next.

      This book is your guide through that tangent point. You will find yourself internalizing the Temple, making it part of who you are and a part of what you do. This is not a book for a specialist or an academic only; it is for all of us who need to reconnect with some of the basic information of our culture. It allows us to reconsider our values in light of that magnificent achievement: a building, a thing of stone, of stairways and corridors, of altars and sacrifices that still hold us in thrall two thousand years after its disappearance from the face of the earth.

      The Temple lives on, and Wasserman shows us how, and why.

      PETER LEVENDA is the author of numerous books including Stairway to Heaven: Chinese Alchemists, Jewish Kabbalists, and the Art of Spiritual Transformation, and The Secret Temple: Masons, Mysteries, and the Founding of America. His most recent book is Tantric Temples: Eros and Magic in Java.
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        Knights Templar seal depicting the al-Aqsa Mosque as the Temple of Solomon, twelfth century. The mosque was the headquarters of the Templar order in Jerusalem.
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        The Dome of the Rock on Mount Moriah, looking west from the Mount of Olives.
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        PROLOGUE
      

      THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD

      Untold aeons ago, a spark of light shot forth from the heavens to become the first speck of matter in that region of space now known as Earth. From that minute particle—the Foundation Stone (even shetiyya)—grew our world. Three thousand years ago, that stone served as the base for the Temple of Solomon, later the Temple of Zerubbabel, and later still Herod’s Temple. Today it is enclosed by the Muslim shrine the Dome of the Rock.

      The plans and materials for Solomon’s Temple were collected by his father David, warrior king of the Jews. The Temple housed the golden Ark of the Covenant, the powerful home of the two Tablets of the Law carved directly by the hand of God when He met with Moses on Mount Sinai. The Ark had remained in the Tabernacle, an elaborately constructed ritual tent, for some four hundred years before it found its resting place in the Holy of Holies of the Temple.

      The Temple Mount, Mount Moriah, in Jerusalem is regarded as sacred by the three great monotheistic faiths of the descendants of Abraham—Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. The first century CE Jewish Roman general and historian Josephus, in speaking of Abraham’s revelation, said this:

      He began to have higher notions of virtues than others had . . . for he was the first that ventured to publish this notion: That there was but one God, the Creator of the universe; and that, as to other [gods], if they contributed anything to the happiness of men, that each of them afforded it only according to his appointment, and not by their own power.1

      It was on Mount Moriah that God tested Abraham’s faith by commanding him to sacrifice his beloved son Isaac, and which He repeatedly sanctified throughout the Old Testament as His dwelling place on earth; here where Jesus spoke with the Rabbis as a child, later ejected the moneychangers, then preached his reformation of the severity of the monotheism of his forebears; and here, where six centuries later, Muhammad met with Moses and Jesus in a vision before ascending on his fiery steed through the heavens. There are traditions that identify the Temple Mount as the location of the Garden of Eden.2

      The site of Solomon’s Temple became the headquarters of the divine warriors of the Crusades, the Knights Templar, sworn to protect the Holy City of their faith. Countless legends and rumors have come down through the centuries about the Order’s relation to the site and the secrets they may have uncovered there. Whatever truth such legends may or may not have, what is absolutely true is that the Bible and the Temple were the beating heart that animated the Knights Templar as they risked their lives to defend the Holy Land. Saint Bernard, the spiritual guide of the Order, lived and breathed the words of the Bible.

      The building of the Temple of Solomon is the founding myth of Freemasonry. The craftsmen directed by Master Mason Hiram Abiff labored to erect the perfectly proportioned mystical edifice that would house and celebrate the presence of the Lord.3 Who else but the most skilled and spiritual artisan/adepts could be entrusted with such a task? Each and every Freemason has walked between the pillars of Solomon’s Temple on his path to Truth.

      This book should be considered a source work for any person who seeks to understand the Knights Templar or the Freemasons. Everything you read about them will have been based on the Bible.

      The Temple of Solomon remains as important today as the day it was completed in 957 BCE. It is a fundamental component of the spiritual and religious yearnings of millions of people and has been the symbolic focus of the teachings of esoteric societies for three thousand years.

      * * * *

      And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them. (Exodus 25:8)

      The act of creation proceeds as unity manifests itself in duality. In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. The Temple exists because of this division. It is the separation of sacred and profane, the sacrifice of space, effort, and resources to a greater yet invisible purpose. It signifies the distillation of the spiritual aspiration from the realm of the physical body. It is the manifestation of faith, the materialization of intention, the dedication of oneself and one’s community to the service and celebration of the divine. It is the Word made Flesh.

      The story of the Temple of Solomon begins in the Garden of Eden. For within the enclosed sacred space of the Garden, the first couple walked with God in a state of undivided unity. That period of bliss came to an end at the Fall, when Adam and Eve were expelled from the Garden and prevented from returning by armed cherubim guarding the entrance. Since the Fall, the reestablishment of the unity between God and man may be called the central theme of human existence. It is the underlying goal of the entire biblical narrative that follows Eden. It was pursued each time an Altar was built, the Tabernacle moved, the Temple completed. When, like Eden, the Temple was taken away, the balance of the Old Testament became a lament over its absence and a quest for its renewal. This motif continued uninterrupted in the New Testament, established within its own symbol set.

      The integration of heaven and earth that remains to be achieved enjoys this most glorious and profound distinction from that of the Garden. This time we enter the Lord’s presence as fully conscious beings—having eaten of the fruit of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil and become as gods—free to choose acceptance of, and surrender to, the Infinite.
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        Freemasons at work in the tenth century
      

      * * * *

      Long after the closing of Eden and the destruction of the Flood, the Tabernacle was built in the book of Exodus on the plan communicated to Moses by God. It was designed as the central place of worship for the nomadic tribes of Israel as they walked through the desert for forty years.

      What more fitting symbol of the interaction between humanity and the divine than these final verses of Exodus, when the Lord inhabited and surrounded the Tabernacle and guided His chosen people in their daily wanderings?

      Then a cloud covered the tent of the congregation, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. And Moses was not able to enter into the tent of the congregation, because the cloud abode thereon, and the glory of the 
LORD filled the tabernacle. And when the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the children of Israel went onward in all their journeys: But if the cloud were not taken up, then they journeyed not till the day that it was taken up. For the cloud of the LORD was upon the tabernacle by day, and fire was on it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel, throughout all their journeys. (Exodus 40:34–38)
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      The Foundation Stone of the World. A view from above in the Dome of the Rock. The Holy of Holies in the Temples of Solomon, Zerubbabel and Herod are each believed to have stood upon the even shetiyya. Photo by Fred Mayer.
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      The Tabernacle of Israel built by Moses during the Exodus on instructions received from God on Mount Sinai. From a drawing by Clarence Larkin.

      The portable Tabernacle, or Tent of Meeting, was the precedent of the Temple of Solomon, built after the land of Israel was settled and Jerusalem conquered and established as David’s capital. Appropriately, the story of Solomon’s Temple ends at the conclusion of the Bible with a description of the New Jerusalem in Revelation. The perfection of Eden is reestablished. John tells us first, “And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband” (Revelation 21:1–2).

      After describing some of the marvelous characteristics of the heavenly Jerusalem, John comments on the Temple, saying, “I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it” (Revelation 21:22).

      We have at last returned to the Garden of Eden and the immanence of God on earth.
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        INTRODUCTION
      

      THE KEY TO SOLOMON’S TEMPLE

      King Solomon, the greatest monarch of biblical times, reigned in Jerusalem, the ancient and eternal capital of Israel, from 968 to 928 BCE.4 Renowned for his wisdom and piety, Solomon was the son and chosen successor of King David (r. 1005–965 BCE), the shepherd boy hero who had slain the giant Goliath in individual combat, thereby ending the Philistine threat for a time. During his forty-year reign, David had established and spread the boundaries of the nation of Israel. He moved the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem.

      David yearned to construct a permanent Temple space to properly house the Ark but was prevented by the Lord because of the amount of blood he had shed in the various wars with which his reign was characterized. Instead, God gave him the design and plans for the Temple, which David drew up and passed to Solomon along with much store of accumulated treasure and building supplies. David’s military and diplomatic efforts had brought an extended period of peace to Israel that allowed Solomon to focus on constructing the House of the Lord.

      In 957 BCE, Solomon completed the magnificent edifice to honor the one God of the Hebrew people. It remained the permanent meeting place of heaven and earth for nearly four hundred years until its destruction by the Babylonian invasion of Nebuchadnezzar in 586 BCE.

      After a hiatus of seventy years, a second Temple was completed on Mount Moriah in 515 BCE. It lasted another six hundred years. The Second Temple, as restored by King Herod, would become a central location in the story of Jesus and the activities of the Apostles upon his death. It was destroyed by the Romans in 70 CE.

      Thus for one thousand years, with the exception of seventy years, the First and Second Temples stood on the Temple Mount as the central place of worship for Israel. Since that time, many Jews have prophesied and longed for a Third Temple to be built on the site—either by the messiah or as a predicate to his coming.

      Solomon’s Temple was unique, however, because of the presence of the Ark of the Covenant and the two tablets of the Law from Mount Sinai. The Ark was kept in an inner chamber known as the Holy of Holies—guarded by two cherubim whose wings were spread across it as a symbolic re-creation of the perfection of Eden. Two smaller cherubim sat atop the Ark itself, protecting the Treasure within, and acting as the resting place of the Lord, forming what was known as the Mercy Seat with their wings. On only one day each year, Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, the high priest of the Jews would enter the Holy of Holies, re-creating the primal experience of the parents of the human race by standing in the presence of God.
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      The Ark holding the Torah in the Safed Synagogue in Israel. 
Photo by Vere Chappell.

      The Ark was the talismanic treasure of the Jewish people, their three-dimensional symbolic identity, the physical representation of God’s seal on their status as His Chosen People. Once the destruction of the Temple of Solomon occurred and the Babylonian Exile began, the Ark was never referred to again in the canonical Old Testament. In the afterword to this book, I present the all-important apocryphal account of the prophet Jeremiah hiding the Ark before the destruction of Jerusalem.5

      In synagogues throughout the world today, the Torah, the sacred scroll of the Law, is housed in a cabinet known as the aron ha’kodesh, the Holy Ark, oriented to face the Temple Mount in Jerusalem. The Law within the Ark thus remains the focal point of Jewish religious life, a reminder of God’s continuing presence in Jewish affairs. Ironically, as Steven Brooke noted in conversation, the destruction of the Temple as Israel’s central place of worship may have contributed to the survival of the Jewish people by offering the strategic gift of decentralization.

      An even earlier form of what might be called spiritual decentralization was practiced by the Essenes, a sect of mystic Jews who flourished in Qumran near the Dead Sea from the second century BCE through the first century CE. They worked with a series of meditation and visualization exercises centered around the inner Temple. They sought to create a sacred space in their personal spiritual lives that was not vulnerable to the decadence of rulers, priests, and people. For they understood what will become painfully clear in the pages that follow: the Bible ascribes the problems faced by the Jews to their own intransigence in denying the authority and prescriptions of God.

      * * * *

      The goal of this book is to understand the Temple of Solomon by placing it in context. The legend, the image, the archetype, all derive from one and only one source—the Bible. Whether one looks at the founding myth of Freemasonry, the myriad legends of the Knights Templar, or even Muhammad’s visionary night journey through the heavens—all are rooted in the Bible.

      We will, therefore, tour the historical books of the Bible to explore the concept of sacred space: the building of altars; the creation of the Tabernacle, its rituals and requirements; the receiving of the Ten Commandments and their protective storage in the Ark of the Covenant; and the Ark’s placement—first within the Tabernacle and later in the Temple of Solomon. The journey is complex. The battles, bloodshed, and betrayals reveal a painful history interspersed with some of the most inspiring and elevating ideals in all religious literature.

      
        [image: image]
      

      
        The caves of Qumran where the Dead Sea Scrolls were first discovered by Bedouin shepherds in 1947 and brought to the attention of scholars. Photo by Steven Brooke.
      

      We will meet myriad people—both famous and lesser known—all of whom figure in this remarkable story of the building of God’s House on Earth.

      The Bible will be our guide because it is the single document of record describing the period from the birth of humanity in the Garden of Eden until Solomon laid the first stone of the Temple on Mount Moriah. The Bible is the single most influential book in Western culture. It has defined our legal and moral codes for millennia; shaped our political principles, concepts of history, philosophy, religion, science, economic activity, and war-making criteria; it has defined our conventions of marriage, child-rearing, education, and charity. It has been a source of unlimited literary references and allusions and given birth to the vast field of biblical scholarship.

      Yet in the past half century, the Bible has suffered a certain neglect. Political correctness, advancing secularism, multiculturalism, moral relativism, along with declining educational standards, have made it less a part of our common cultural dialog than in previous generations. Some may celebrate this as a step beyond the rigidity and superstition of earlier times. This may be true on one level. But there has been a great deal more lost than gained in the process. Knowledge of the Bible is an essential prerequisite to becoming an educated participant in Western culture.

      This book draws nearly exclusively on the Bible in exploring the tradition of Solomon’s Temple and its history. It is hoped that the powerful and riveting stories that follow will encourage readers to revisit the Bible in their personal intellectual and spiritual curriculums. It is a source of ever fresh understanding.

      I have taken some liberties by grouping the books of the Bible in a manner that I hope will help the reader. The first five books of Moses, the Torah (the Law), are Genesis through Deuteronomy. I have divided these into two parts, telling the story of Creation and the origins of the Hebrew people, relative to the Temple, beginning with Genesis as part 1. Part 2 is the story of Moses from his birth in Exodus to his death in Deuteronomy.

      The books of Joshua, Judges, Ruth, and the first section of 1 Samuel are included together as part 3, the Pre-Monarchical Leadership of Israel. Here we experience the righteousness of Joshua followed by the lawlessness characteristic of Judges. The vignette from Ruth introduces David’s great grandmother. Samuel was the last of the Judges, the prophet who anointed the first two kings of Israel. I treat the United Monarchy of Saul, David, and Solomon as part 4, exploring the biblical books of 1 Samuel, 2 Samuel, 1 Kings, 1 Chronicles, and 2 Chronicles.

      Part 5, the Divided Monarchy draws on 1 Kings, 2 Kings, and 2 Chronicles. The history of the northern and southern kingdoms follows the biblical pattern of presenting synchronous histories, first one then the other. The dates of the reigns of the kings are taken from the chronological tables in The New Oxford Annotated Bible and The Jewish Study Bible of the Jewish Publication Society and are, as mentioned, approximations. Two Chronicles focuses exclusively on the southern kingdom during the Divided Monarchy, while 1 and 2 Kings include histories of the North and South. I have pointed out several instances of variations in the history of a ruler as given in Chronicles and Kings. I have also added the prophetic books of Isaiah and Jeremiah to part 5. While I have little to say about Isaiah, Jeremiah’s story is replete with the history of the Jerusalem community both before and soon after the destruction of Solomon’s Temple.6 Part 5 ends with 2 Kings and 2 Chronicles discussing the seventy-year exile in Babylon and the proclamation of Cyrus II allowing for the return to Jerusalem and building of the Second Temple.

      Part 6 begins with Ezekiel’s vision of the mystical Temple received soon after Nebuchadnezzar’s destruction of Jerusalem. Ezekiel set the stage for the idea of renewal. I follow with the books of Ezra and Nehemiah and their somewhat lackluster accounts of the Second Temple. As such, I have added the extra-biblical story of the Maccabean revolt and the origin of the Festival of Hanukkah in order to convey a sense of Jewish enthusiasm for the Second Temple. The later grandeur of Herod’s Temple is described as well using Josephus as the primary source.

      Part 7 discusses the New Testament story of Jesus and the important part played by the Second Temple in his life and teaching. The Book of Revelation ends the Bible where it began—with God and His creation walking together.

      Part 8 specifically explores the Temple in the Western Mystery Tradition by examining its role in the two most important repositories of esoteric thought. The relationship between the Knights Templar, the Freemasons, and the Temple of Solomon forms the foundation of all Western secret societies in operation today.

      I have spent more time on the First Temple than the Second. There are several reasons for this. The First Temple celebrated both the religious and political ascension of Israel. David and Solomon are both characters who may be described as larger than life. Their interaction with the Ruler of the Universe was direct and personal. They were unique: David the warrior poet, Solomon the man of wisdom. Their building of the Temple was intended to be an eternal shrine to the Lord their God. Had their descendants lived up to their obligations, the Temple of Solomon would stand on Mount Moriah today as a center of pilgrimage and a testament of faith to the entire world.

      The Second Temple, by contrast, was built at the pleasure of a good and sympathetic Persian king. The absence of the Ark of the Covenant insured that it remain a mere shadow of its former self. Israel was under the political domination of a medley of foreign powers throughout most of the life of the Second Temple. While, after Herod’s restoration and expansion at the end of the first century BCE, the Second Temple was larger than the First, it never achieved the spiritual grandeur of its predecessor.

      The criteria for including the biblical stories presented here are their relevance to the Temple of Solomon. This book is by no means intended as a “condensed version” of the Bible. I do hope that it will provide the reader with a firm grounding in the primary source material of the Temple as a basis for any further study of the derivative wisdom teachings associated with this religious, spiritual, and cultural symbol.

      The King James translation (KJV) is the one primarily quoted here, as it is 1) a beautiful rendering of the text, 2) the most often quoted and familiar in English literature, and 3) far more accurate than many modern readers may realize. The New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) has been widely consulted for clarity, and quoted where helpful. It is highly recommended as a modern translation. I have also made extensive use of the Tanakh translation by the Jewish Publication Society. The Septuagint Bible, the Greek translation of the Old Testament, has been consulted when the translated Hebrew text was ambiguous. The New Oxford Annotated Bible (NOAB) has been an invaluable resource as a résumé of the universe of Biblical Commentary as has The Jewish Study Bible (JSB). I have capitalized the pronouns He and Him when referring to God to avoid confusion. Despite all attempts to understand the complexity of biblical texts, there is much that remains mysterious.

      I made my first trip to Israel and Mount Sinai in late 2009 as part of the research and photography for this book. Some of my experiences and thoughts are presented in the afterword.

      The appendices contain a brief history of Jerusalem and its ever-changing political fortunes, along with observations of the modern situation in the Middle East. Appendix 2 presents an overall chronology. Appendix 3 briefly summarizes the Jewish liturgical calendar. A series of maps are also included to help the reader make sense of the geography involved in the story.

      * * * *

      I began this research, frankly, with a limited appreciation of the importance of the Temple of Solomon. Almost at once, I understood the Temple as the symbolic affirmation of the presence of God in human affairs. Over the years of meditation, research, travel, and writing, the story of the Temple has become a central focus of my consciousness and spiritual life. Thus the archetype has grown in my heart exactly as intended by the Lord three thousand years ago. The Temple of Solomon is a bridge between our ancient selves and future glory. May this book help the reader walk that path.
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      God, the Grand Architect, creating the world with the principles of Geometry. From Bible Moralisée, 1220–1230.
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          PART ONE
        

        
          IN THE BEGINNING
        

        
          (GENESIS)
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        The Tree of Good and Evil, by Berthold Furtmeyr, ca. 1478–1489. Mary, at left, nourishes the righteous with the host of the crucified Christ, while the Serpent passes the Bread of Sorrow to Eve who feeds the wicked.
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        CHAPTER ONE
      

      
        CREATION AND DESTRUCTION
      

      
        THE GARDEN TO THE FLOOD
      

      
        In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. (Genesis 1:1)
      

      Thus begins the quintessential account of creation for the West. The construction of the world took place over a seven-day period. “And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. And God said, Let there be light: and there was light” (Genesis 1:2–3). And He separated the light from the darkness on the first day. On the second day, He created the dome of the sky and separated the waters that were above from those that were below. The third day witnessed the appearance of dry land from the midst of the waters and the coming into being of plants yielding seed and trees bearing fruit. The fourth day gave birth to the stars and planets and the great lights of the Sun and Moon—to illuminate the day and night and mark the seasons of the year. On the fifth day were brought forth the birds of the sky and creatures of the sea. And God blessed them. On the sixth day, He created all the animals that move upon the earth. And He created man, male/female, in his own image, giving them dominion over all that moved: the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, and the animals that walked on the earth.

      And God said, “Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat.” (Genesis 1:29)

      And God saw every thing that He had made, and, behold, it was very good. (Genesis 1:31)

      On the seventh day, He rested. This is known as the First Creation and represents the undivided unity of God.
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      The Creation of Adam, by Michelangelo in the Sistine Chapel, 1508–1512

      
        
          THE GARDEN OF EDEN
        

        A second creation takes place beginning in Genesis 2:4. Here a new order is given to the creation and a different methodology employed. The Second Creation is administered by an apparently less powerful and universal deity who makes errors and is forced to reconsider certain actions. Biblical scholars and symbolists have addressed such issues for centuries, if not millennia. In the Second Creation, God formed man, Adam, from the dust of the ground, breathing life into his nostrils. God planted a garden in Eden (the meaning of Eden is “delight”), and this became man’s home. The Garden contained all trees pleasing to the sight and good for fruit. Among these were two special trees—the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Adam was given access to all the fruit-bearing trees but forbidden to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil on pain of death.

        Then God took pity on Adam’s loneliness. In this second creation story, He created the animals of the field and the birds of the air as Adam’s companions (reversing the order of the first creation which had brought forth the animals earlier than humans). While Adam named all the animals, he did not find a helper or partner among them. So God placed him in a deep sleep and took one of his ribs and created Eve. “Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh”1 (Genesis 2:24).

        Eve was tempted by the Serpent (more crafty than any other animal) to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. The Serpent convinced her that God would not really kill them for eating of the tree, “For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil” (Genesis 3:5). And she looked at the tree and it appeared beautiful to her, filled with desirable fruit, and she took of the fruit and shared it with Adam. “And the eyes of them both were opened” (Genesis 3:7). Then they heard the sound of God walking in the Garden and hid from Him. He was not pleased by their disobedience. Adam blamed Eve and Eve blamed the Serpent. God cursed the serpent so it would crawl on its belly henceforth and be despised of men; made childbirth painful for women and placed them under the dominion of men; and bequeathed to Adam toil and trouble, work and struggle all the days of his life.
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        Eve Tempted by the Serpent, by William Blake, late eighteenth century

        After clothing them, God realized that since they now knew the difference between good and evil, they might further challenge Him by consuming the fruit of the tree of life and live forever. Thus He sent them forth from the Garden, placing cherubim at the entrance and a flaming sword that turned about in every way to block their return.

        After their banishment from Eden, Eve gave birth to Cain and then Abel. Cain slew Abel, and was forced to wander as a fugitive and vagabond. However, he was marked by God in such a way that he would not be attacked by those who resented his murder of Abel. Cain was the first builder. He constructed the first city, which he named for his son Enoch. Generations later, Cain’s descendant Tubal-Cain was known as an instructor in the arts of brass and iron. Adam and Eve had a third son named Seth. It was in the time of Seth’s son Enosh that people began to call upon the name of the Lord.2
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        The Creation of the World and the Expulsion from Paradise, by Giovanni di Paolo, ca. 1445

      

      
        
          THE FLOOD
        

        As the earth became populated, the “sons of God” saw that the women were fair and took them as wives. God was angry at this and limited the human lifespan to one hundred and twenty years rather than endure competition from His creation. The children of this angelic/human intercourse became the heroes and warriors of renown.3

        God saw that the wickedness and corruption of men were great and decided to destroy all life upon earth. Yet Noah, a descendant of Cain, found grace in His eyes, for he walked with the Lord. So God commanded Noah to build an ark. The construction of the Ark anticipates the Tabernacle of Exodus and the Temple of Solomon. It is the first container of the worthy, the sacred space distinguished from all other existence on earth (which here perished), and the first edifice built on measurements and principles divinely revealed directly to Noah.
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          Adam and Eve mourn the discovery of Cain’s murder of Abel, by William Blake, ca. 1826
        

        The Ark was three stories high. Described in Genesis 6:14–16, it was built of cypress wood and covered with pitch. Its length was three hundred cubits, its width fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits.4

        God explained that destruction would soon rain down upon the earth and offered to save Noah and his wife, their three sons and their wives, and two of every animal, bird, and creeping thing, male and female. He also provided for extra sacrificial animals to allow for ritual obligations after Noah was safe.

        
          [image: image]
        

        Noah’s Ark on Mount Ararat, by Timothy Otis Paine, colored by Nancy Wasserman

        God caused it to rain for forty days and nights and all life on earth was destroyed, save for Noah’s family and the wildlife in the ark. The waters remained for one hundred fifty days until God made the winds to blow and the earth to dry. And the ark rested upon Mount Ararat (now also known as Mount Buyuk Agri Dagi in Armenia).

      

      
        
          NOAH BUILDS THE FIRST ALTAR
        

        When Noah’s testing revealed it was safe to leave the ark after some two more months, they went forth to repopulate the earth. Noah built the first altar mentioned in the Bible, making sacrifices of the clean animals as burnt offerings. Their sweet savor was pleasing to the Lord. God promised Himself never again to curse the ground nor to destroy mankind, understanding and accepting that “the imagination of man’s heart is evil from his youth” (Genesis 8:21).

        Then God blessed Noah and his sons, telling them, “Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth” (Genesis 9:1). He gave them dominion over all creatures of the earth, air, and sea, and gave man the flesh of every moving thing for meat, as previously He had given all green herbs and fruit in the First Creation. But eating living animals was forbidden, as was consuming blood. And “whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his blood be shed; for in the image of God made He man” (Genesis 9:6). God promised Noah and his family never again to destroy the human race, and announced that the rainbow would be the token of the covenant between Himself and the earth.

        Noah began to cultivate the earth and planted a vineyard. One day he became drunk and lay naked in his tent. His youngest son, Ham, saw him in this condition. Ham should have shielded his eyes in modesty. He further erred by telling his two brothers, Shem and Japheth. They properly covered their father, walking backward so as not to see his nakedness. When Noah awoke and realized what had occurred, he cursed Ham and his descendants, the tribes of Canaan, declaring them to be the servants of the elder two sons.
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        The Tower of Babel, by the Bedford Master, ca. 1423–1430

        As the descendants of Noah increased through the generations, all people spoke one language. Some traveled east and decided to build a city, Babel, with a tower so high it would reach to heaven. God was irritated by their effrontery. “And the LORD said, ‘Behold, the people is one, and they have all one language; and this they begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do’” (Genesis 11:6). So He caused them to speak a multitude of languages to confound them, rending them incapable of accomplishing any task in unison, then scattering them upon the earth.
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        CHAPTER TWO
      

      
        THE PATRIARCHS AND 
MATRIARCHS
      

      
        And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice. (Genesis 22:18)
      

      
        
          ABRAHAM, SARAH, AND MONOTHEISM
        

        Many generations later, Abram was born. He was descended from Noah’s son Shem. His wife was named Sarai. They lived in the Chaldean city of Ur (near Basra in modern Iraq) and traveled with other members of their family to Haran (in modern Turkey near the Syrian border). After the death of Abram’s father, God instructed him and Sarai to leave their relatives and travel to the land of Canaan (modern Israel) with Abram’s nephew Lot and all their household. And God promised to make of Abram a great nation (though Sarai was barren), to bless and prosper them, and to make them and their descendants a blessing to all mankind. “And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed” (Genesis 12:3).

        When they crossed the Jordan River and traveled to Shechem (modern Nablus) in Canaan, the Lord appeared to Abram and promised him and his seed the land. Abram built an altar to the Lord. He then traveled on to Bethel (north of Jerusalem) where he built a second altar and invoked the name of the Lord.
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          Hilltop in Shechem, the ancient city where Abraham built his 
first altar
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          Abraham and his family begin the journey to the Land of Canaan, by József Molnár, 1850
        

        A famine caused them to travel to Egypt, where, in a bizarre scene, Abram pretended Sarai was his sister so the Egyptians would not kill him and seize her because of her beauty. Pharaoh was distraught when he learned of Abram’s deception and scolded him for causing Pharaoh to commit adultery and bring bad fortune upon his house. Then Pharaoh sent them away and they returned to Bethel.

        Their herds had grown so numerous that Lot went on to Sodom (probably near the south end of the Dead Sea) to seek more grazing land. God promised to Abram a great multitude of descendants and all the land he could see. Abram journeyed on to Hebron where he erected a third altar.

        Abram learned that Lot had been captured in a raid on Sodom. He launched a daring and successful guerilla-style night operation with a force of three hundred eighteen of his men and rescued Lot. After this, he was introduced to Melchizedek, king of Salem (Jerusalem), described as “the priest of the most high God” (Genesis 14:18), who blessed him.

        When Abram lamented that he and Sarai were childless, the Lord promised him descendants as numerous as the stars in heaven. And Abram believed Him. Making a sacrifice, he fell into a deep sleep and saw a vision of his descendants under the yoke of Egypt for four hundred years. Then he was promised the greatest expanse of land of all the boundaries of Israel mentioned in the Bible.

        Soon after, the barren Sarai invited Abram to lay with her Egyptian maid Hagar that they might have children. After Hagar conceived, she looked at Sarai with contempt. Sarai became angry and punished Hagar who fled. But an angel of the Lord came upon Hagar and commanded her to return to Abram’s household and submit herself to Sarai and promised her that her descendants would be multiplied exceedingly. He told her she was carrying a male child whom she should call Ishmael. “And he will be a wild man; his hand will be against every man, and every man’s hand against him; and he shall dwell in the presence of all his brethren” (Genesis 16:12). Ishmael was born when Abram was eighty-six.

        When Abram was ninety-nine years-old, the Lord appeared to him again and promised to multiply his seed. Abram fell to his face in prayer and awe. The Lord changed his name from Abram (“exalted father”) to Abraham (“father of a multitude”). He established an everlasting covenant with the generations of Abraham, and the sign was to be the circumcision of all male children on the eighth day of birth. Sarai’s name (“my princess”) was changed to Sarah (“princess”), indicating her more impersonal status as queen of the race. The Lord promised Abraham that Sarah would bear him a son and she would become the mother of nations. Then Abraham expressed his gratitude and laughed in his heart that he would become a father at a hundred years old and Sarah a mother at ninety. And he asked God’s blessing on Ishmael. God repeated that Sarah would indeed have a son whose name would be Isaac (“he will laugh”), with whom God would continue His everlasting covenant. Ishmael was blessed as well and would also become a great nation. Abraham and Ishmael (who was then thirteen), and all the male servants, workers, and slaves in his household, were circumcised that day.
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          Hagar and Ishmael being told by an angel to return to the home of Abram and Sarai, by Giovanni Battista Tiepolo, ca. 1732
        

        The Lord appeared to Abraham again at Mamre (Hebron) in the form of three visiting men to whom Abraham and Sarah extended hospitality. The men asked about Sarah and said they would return after a child was born to her. Sarah laughed at the thought but the divine forms asked, “Is any thing too hard for the LORD” (Genesis 18:14)? In addition to this announcement, the visit of the three beings was the prelude to the story of the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah in Genesis 18–19. While somewhat afield from the Temple theme, it does make clear the power of the judgment of the Lord and His intolerance of communal sin. This has already been demonstrated in the story of Noah and the Flood, and will certainly be revisited in the history to follow.

      

      
        
          THE BIRTH OF ISAAC
        

        Isaac was born and circumcised on the eighth day, and Sarah laughed with God. But she saw Ishmael mocking the baby and demanded that he and Hagar be cast out of the house. Abraham was greatly distressed, but God told him to obey Sarah’s request, for Isaac would be the primary holder of Abraham’s legacy. Yet He promised to care for Hagar and Ishmael and reaffirmed that Ishmael would found a great nation. Abraham led them away and they reached the wilderness of Beer-sheba. Hagar despaired, but an angel preserved them. As Ishmael grew, he became expert with the bow. Hagar found him a wife from the land of Egypt.

        
          The Temple Mount and the Near-Sacrifice of Isaac
        

        God decided to test Abraham. He commanded him to sacrifice, “thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest” (Genesis 22:2). He was to make of his body a burnt offering in “the land of Moriah,” on the mountain traditionally identified as Mount Moriah in Jerusalem, the site of the future Temple of Solomon. Abraham answered the Lord’s command and made the three-day journey with Isaac and two servants. Arrived on the third day, father and son left the others and went to build the sacrificial altar. As Abraham gathered the wood, Isaac asked where was the lamb for the offering. Abraham replied that God would provide it. He then bound Isaac to the altar and stretched forth his knife. At this point, an angel called out and commanded him to stay his hand, announcing that Abraham had been found worthy. He saw a ram caught in a thicket and offered it as a burnt offering instead. And God said to Abraham, “And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice” (Genesis 22:18).

        
          The Death of Sarah and the Wedding of Isaac and Rebecca
        

        Sometime later, Sarah died. She was buried in Hebron in a cave in the field of Machpelah that Abraham purchased from the Hittites as his family’s burial plot. He then sent his servant to find a wife for Isaac from among his kindred in the region of Haran. He made the servant swear that he would help Abraham maintain the purity of tribal blood by not looking among the daughters of Canaan whom he might meet on his journey. Abraham also forbade him from bringing Isaac to meet his potential bride in Haran. He reasoned that the Lord had taken him from that land and promised him that he and his descendants would dwell in Israel thereafter.
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          The angel stops Abraham from sacrificing Isaac on Mount Moriah, by Linda Gardner, 1989
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          The shrine of Machpelah was built by King Herod on the site of the cave where the Patriarchs and Matriarchs of Western Civilization were laid to rest during Genesis. My guide Abu Isa is standing in foreground.
        

        Upon arriving at Haran, Abraham’s servant prayed for the success of his mission. He watered his camels at the town well where he met Rebecca. Her grandfather was Abraham’s brother. Her generosity and kindness touched the servant’s heart, and he noted she was fair of form. After he explained his mission to Rebecca’s family, she traveled to meet Isaac with their blessing. “May you, our sister, become thousands of myriads; may your offspring gain possession of the gates of their foes” (Genesis 24:60 NRSV). When Rebecca arrived in Canaan, she and Isaac were married.

        Abraham died and was buried in the cave of Machpelah alongside Sarah by Ishmael and Isaac. After a period of infertility, the Lord answered Isaac’s prayer and Rebecca gave birth to the twins Esau and Jacob. They were said to have contested even in the womb. Esau became a hunter, Jacob, a dweller in tents, that is, a shepherd. Esau was favored by Isaac, Jacob by Rebecca. Jacob was cunning and took advantage of Esau, demanding his birthright in exchange for feeding the famished hunter. Esau agreed and thereby lost his considerable privilege as the firstborn of the twins. Esau married a woman of the neighboring tribes which disturbed his mother and Jacob. Esau is characterized as having despised his birthright, both by selling it to Jacob and by marrying outside the Hebrew community.5
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        This altar was assembled from pieces found in
a storage chamber during the excavations at Tel
Beer-sheba. It is currently in the Israel Museum.
Reproduced by permission.

        A famine came upon the land and God commanded Isaac to move east to Gerar (southwest of Gaza). The Lord promised him protection and
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