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CHAPTER 3

MICHIGAN MAN
———

HANGING ON A WALL IN THE LOCKER ROOM AT MICHIGAN STAdium is a sign that reads: THOSE WHO STAY WILL BE CHAMPIONS. It is the motto of Michigan football.

While Tom Brady Sr. let his son make his own decision about where to attend college, he was distraught when his son selected Michigan over Cal-Berkeley, which is just 35 miles across the San Francisco Bay from the Brady home in San Mateo. Father and son were best friends, and Brady Sr. worried about the separation. More disheartening, by the time Tom Brady arrived at Ann Arbor to start his college career at Michigan in the summer of 1995, the coach who had recruited him and the head coach, Gary Moeller, who had approved the scholarship, were no longer at Michigan. Moeller had been fired, and his replacement, Lloyd Carr, was the defensive coordinator, and Brady didn’t know him.

Brady’s first football practice didn’t make him feel any better, because he discovered he was at the bottom of the team’s quarterback depth chart, behind six other talented signal callers. The Wolverines were so stocked at the position that Carr, the new head coach, decided to redshirt Brady, which meant that he could practice with the team but he could not play at all in his freshman year at Michigan. He spent the year working out, watching film, studying film, and practicing.

“Nobody who I had established a relationship with was there, and I felt like a bit of an orphan,” said Brady, who had just turned eighteen and was over 2,000 miles away from his family, living on his own for the first time in his life. “It was certainly a growing-up experience, and I learned that I’d better grow up quickly.”
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Far from being a prized recruit, Brady returned to Ann Arbor in 1996, in what was his freshman season of athletic eligibility, determined to prove himself. What made the situation even more daunting was that the players in front of him were Scott Dreisbach, who was only one year ahead of Brady, and Brian Griese, who was two years ahead of him. Brady wondered if he’d made the wrong decision by not going to a different school, one where he wouldn’t be at the end of the line. “I wasn’t in a very good position,” noted Brady, who began working as hard as he could to improve his game, and his ranking. “It’s not as though they were graduating seniors. I didn’t have much of a chance unless one of those guys got hurt or I improved.”
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Although Brady was relegated to playing with the third team in practice, he began to make an impression. “He was running with the second and third groups, playing behind guys that couldn’t block me and you,” said Stan Parrish, Brady’s quarterback coach for four years in Ann Arbor. “They kept knocking him down and he’d get up and keep competing.” During the season, Brady picked up meaningless garbage time as the Wolverines’ third-string quarterback. He played in only two games, completing 3 of 5 passes, for a total of 26 yards. The first pass he ever threw as a college quarterback was to a UCLA linebacker who brought it all the way back for a touchdown. It was a humbling experience. “I thought I had improved enough to play, but in looking back I realize that I wasn’t ready at that point,” said Brady. “There’s so much more that goes into being a quarterback than throwing the football. You also need to have leadership skills, poise, and concentration. It’s a learning process; at least, it was for me.”


CAREER CROSSROADS

With a determination that first manifested itself in the Five-Dot Drill back in high school, Brady continued to hit all the marks on improving himself. Still, it wasn’t enough. In 1997, at that year’s spring camp, Brady once again found himself slotted in behind the backup, Scott Dreisbach, and the starter, Brian Griese, whose father, Bob, had been the star quarterback for the two-time Super Bowl champion Miami Dolphins.


Brady thought of transferring; he felt stymied, his talents underappreciated.



The three-man competition at the spring camp was ferocious. The coaches and players were struck by Brady’s willingness to hang in the pocket until the precise moment the ball needed to be thrown. “They kept blitzing him and he kept standing in there and throwing the ball right on the money,” Carr recalled. “He got beat up pretty good, and you could tell he was really competitive and real tough.” Brady clearly jumped ahead of Dreisbach on the depth chart, and came tantalizingly close to beating out Griese as the Wolverines’ starter. “When we broke camp, it was neck and neck between the two of them,” said Stan Parrish, the team’s quarterbacks coach. “You could have almost flipped a coin.” But when Griese was designated the Michigan starter, Brady was devastated.

Brady was frustrated because he felt as though he deserved to start, and expressed that thought to his coach. Carr told him to quit worrying about other guys and to worry only about himself. His father, too, told him he wasn’t going to win by taking on the head coach; he could only take on himself.

Brady began to think he might be stymied at Michigan, and his talents under-appreciated by the head coach. He decided to talk to Carr once again and express how he felt. When he met with Carr, he admitted that he was thinking of transferring to California-Berkeley to play quarterback and to be closer to his family. Carr understood his rationale, but told him to sleep on the decision. Brady agonized over it. “I really wasn’t sure where my career was going to go,” he said. “I just wasn’t sure if I would ever get an opportunity to play.”

Remembering the Michigan football motto, he decided not to quit. Those who stay will be champions. As he promised, Brady went back the next day to see Carr in his office. This time, Brady said with confidence, “I’ve decided I’m going to stay at Michigan, and I’m going to prove to you I’m a great quarterback.” Brady then did something that seemed extreme at the time. Just as he had hired a personal trainer when he needed to bulk up in high school, he sought out a sports psychologist to help him reach optimal mental strength. From the psychologist, he learned how to worry less about factors out of his control, and to focus more on what he could control. “Honestly,” said Carr, “from that day forward he was relentless in the pursuit of proving who he was.”

Given the chance to start, Brian Griese took advantage of his opportunity and went on to lead the Wolverines to an undefeated 12-0 season, which he capped with an MVP performance in the Wolverines’ 21–16 win over Washington State in the Rose Bowl. The Associated Press declared Michigan the national football champion for the first time since 1948. Brady appeared in only four games in mop-up duty as Griese’s backup that season, completing 12 of 15 passes for 103 yards. An emergency appendectomy had ended his season in October. He wound up losing 30 pounds. He was sick, and emotionally battered. “That was the low point,” said teammate Scot Loeffler. “But those hard times paid off. From then on, he just decided that he was going to be our starting quarterback.”
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OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS

Brady may have decided to stay at Michigan, but his talk with Carr didn’t produce an immediate change in his situation. The only statistics Brady had to show after his first two seasons were 15 passes completed (out of 20 attempts) for 129 yards, an interception, and two rushing attempts for negative 14 yards. He was still a long way from playing, but his attitude had changed. He was out to win practice every day. He had committed to staying at Michigan. He wanted to prove to Carr that he was the best option at quarterback. As he always did, Brady kept pressing in pursuit of fulfilling his dream. Teammates who lived with Brady could hear him leaving at six o’clock in the morning to go work out, and marveled at how he could watch game film late into the night.

“When he was second or third on the depth chart, he was still studying film at 10:30, 11 at night,” said Pat Kratus, a roommate and teammate. “He was frustrated with not playing, and that’s how he channeled it. Whenever you talked to him about the future, he was adamant: ‘I’m going to be a starting quarterback in the NFL.’ He always had confidence in his own success. It wasn’t braggadocio. That was just his plan from the word ‘go.’ ”


“He’s not the greatest athlete, but I think he’s the smartest guy going, and he’s a great leader.”

—BOB GRIESE, HALL OF FAME QB



In the spring and summer of 1998, preparing for his junior season of football, Brady, after regaining his strength, fully expected to be the Michigan starter. The path was clear. Griese, a third-round pick of the Denver Broncos, was gone from Ann Arbor. Brady had sat for three years, but now he finally had his chance. In the fall, Brady won the battle with Scott Dreisbach for the starting role. But his hold on the reins was tentative, because lurking in the wings was a freshman phenomenon named Drew Henson, who many people, including coach Lloyd Carr, thought was the next great Michigan quarterback. “Obviously, Brady has an advantage because he’s paid his dues,” said Carr, in what was an underwhelming show of support. “But there’s no question that Henson is the most talented quarterback ever to come to Michigan.”

Drew Henson was a three-sport star from nearby Brighton, Michigan, 19 miles from Ann Arbor. He was a local hero with an astonishing high school career who came along just





SHARING THE SPOTLIGHT
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QUARTERBACK CAROUSEL
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CHAPTER 4

UNDERRATED AND UNDERESTIMATED
———

IN THE WINTER OF 1999, TOM BRADY LEFT THE UNIVERSITY OF Michigan with a degree in general studies, with an emphasis in business administration. He played well in the college football all-star game back home in California. After the season, when Michigan hosted pro scouts at its annual Pro Day, Brady came to the attention of Dick Rehbein, the quarterbacks coach of the New England Patriots. Rehbein and his new boss, head coach Bill Belichick, were looking for someone to back up Drew Bledsoe, the franchise quarterback who’d led the Patriots to a Super Bowl appearance three years earlier.

Dick Rehbein had sharpened his football coaching teeth under Bart Starr, who lived up to his name as the quarterback of Vince Lombardi’s dynastic Green Bay teams that won five NFL titles during the 1960s, including the first two Super Bowls. Starr was not a great athlete, but he was noted for his ability to make clutch plays at big moments. He also was the Packers head coach from 1975 to 1983. While Starr was coaching Green Bay, he hired Rehbein as the special teams coordinator.

Now, more than a decade later, as Patriots quarterbacks coach, Rehbein went to Ann Arbor looking for a player he could mold into a durable backup quarterback. He watched Brady perform position-specific drills, and came away thinking the Michigan standout threw the ball accurately and had greater arm



[image: The Patriots scouted Tom Brady and liked what they saw: a smart young man who worked hard, and to whom players seemed to respond. AP PHOTO / SCOTT BOEHM]
The Patriots scouted Tom Brady and liked what they saw: a smart young man who worked hard, and to whom players seemed to respond. AP PHOTO / SCOTT BOEHM



strength than one might guess by looking at him. Rehbein talked to Wolverines players about Brady, and gradually, a professional profile of the young quarterback began to emerge.

From teammates, Rehbein learned that Brady showed up at Michigan as a seventh-stringer. He didn’t transfer after losing a tight quarterback battle to Brian Griese. Instead of complaining about having to split snaps with freshman Drew Henson simply because Henson was a heralded recruit, Brady proved how much better he was than his backup, and ended up winning the starting job. The New England coach also liked what he was hearing about Brady from the Michigan coaches. That he routinely led Michigan on clutch game-winning drives. That he was a smart young man who worked hard, and whom players seemed to respond to. He was, by all accounts, the leader of the Wolverines’ locker room. He also produced what coaches refer to as “good tape,” and checked all of the boxes when it came to intangibles. Everything pointed to Brady becoming a good NFL quarterback and a great leader. Rehbein came away convinced that he had found more than a backup: He’d found a diamond in the rough—perhaps the next Bart Starr.


THE EYE TEST

While Rehbein began touting him in New England, Brady traveled to a sports performance clinic in Metairie, Louisiana, to train and to further improve his foot speed and agility. Then he went off to the NFL Scouting Combine in Indianapolis, a weeklong showcase dedicated to measuring the prospective draftees, from their speed in the 40-yard dash to their intellectual and emotional ability to play the game professionally. Brady scored high on those portions of the aptitude test concerned with organization, leadership, intelligence, commitment, character, and attitude. But Brady’s on-field performance at the 2000 NFL Combine was horrendous.

Never a fast runner, Brady was clocked in a snail-like time of 5.28 seconds in the 40-yard dash, and recorded an abysmal 24.5-inch vertical jump, third worst of any player at that year’s Combine, and the worst for a quarterback in nearly thirty-five years. In the standing broad jump, Brady recorded a leap of 99 inches that would’ve ranked dead last among quarterbacks at the 2019 NFL Scouting Combine. While seasoned scouts will tell you that game tape is king, how a prospect performs at the NFL Combine will echo on Draft Day—whether they like it or not. A wide receiver may pass the eye test on film in the autumn, but if he runs a tenth of a second too slow in the 40-yard dash—the Combine’s main event—his stock will almost certainly fall in the eyes of teams’ general managers, scouts, and coaches. It’s that important. It’s all or nothing, with all the marbles on the line.


One NFL draft pundit said Brady “didn’t have the total package of skills” to play on Sundays.



Tom Brady didn’t exactly look like a burgeoning star at the 2000 NFL Combine, and he certainly didn’t wow anyone with his physical stature. Of the numerous enduring images from his glittering, Super Bowl–laden career, perhaps the most striking of all is one that came right at the very beginning. He has long been mocked and ridiculed for an unflattering photograph taken at the Combine. Today, the NFL Network, which broadcasts virtually every aspect of the workouts, won’t show guys in their skivvies jumping on a scale to be weighed. They say it makes the players uncomfortable. Maybe they’re still freaked out by the sight of Brady from 2000, looking more like a nerdy algebra student than a future Super Bowl winner. Standing in dreary gray gym shorts, shirtless, with nothing resembling muscle definition, pasty-white arms drooping at his side, shoulders slumped, the twenty-two-year-old Brady looked a million miles from the future Hall of Fame, multiple MVP-winning quarterback he has become. A future husband to a Victoria’s Secret model he certainly was not. NFL scouts were understandably skeptical about his professional future.

Although Brady had gained a reputation as a determined and intelligent player, after turning in one of the worst Combine performances ever recorded by a quarterback prospect, the buzz on Brady faded. He was labeled as a middling prospect who lacked any exceptional physical skills. The scouting report on him was filled with negatives: “Poor build. … Skinny…. Lacks great physical stature and strength…. Lacks mobility and ability to avoid the rush…. Lacks a really strong arm…. Can’t drive the ball downfield…. Does not throw a really tight spiral…. System-type player who can get exposed if forced to ad lib…. Gets knocked down easily.”
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Fortunately, Dick Rehbein wasn’t deterred by Brady’s woeful performance and pathetic appearance at the pre-draft NFL Combine. Nothing dissuaded him from believing in Brady. The positives were few, but to Rehbein, they were a better indicator of Brady’s potential. “Very poised and composed…. Produces in big spots and in big games…. Team leader.”


“You saw that body [at the 2000 NFL Combine]. There’s no way you saw [seven] championships in that body!”

—MICHAEL IRVIN, HALL OF FAME WIDE RECEIVER



Now the quarterbacks coach needed to convince his boss, Bill Belichick, that Brady was worth a pick. Rehbein pointed out that, among Brady’s other attributes, Michigan had won 20 of 25 games under his direction, and he had engineered come-from-behind postseason victories in back-to-back bowl games.

Belichick listened to Rehbein’s glowing assessment of Brady, and made a call to Michigan head coach Lloyd Carr. Despite his early misgivings, Carr said, he had become a true believer in Brady, who expressed some traits that could not be measured in a 40-yard dash—especially his toughness. “I told [the Patriots] that they’d never regret drafting him, and that Tom had every intangible you could ask for,” Carr recalled.




RED FLAG

Although Tom Brady eventually established himself as one of the top passers in Michigan history, and had also shown that he had the mental toughness to thrive in the midst of a difficult situation, NFL teams were less than overwhelmed with his potential in professional football. Several teams, including the Buffalo Bills, questioned Brady’s abilities by citing, among other things, the fact that he had had trouble at the outset finding his place at Michigan. “The big question that scouts had on him was why Michigan would try to play a freshman over him,” said Tom Donahoe, the general manager of the Buffalo Bills. “That had everybody concerned.”

The doubts went so deep that many draft pundits, including the most famous of them, Mel Kiper Jr., commented that Brady “didn’t have the total package
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of skills” to play on Sundays. Following Brady’s unremarkable performance at the NFL Combine, a flock of quarterbacks hurdled ahead of him on teams’ draft lists. Some teams, such as the Patriots, thought Brady still might be worth a shot. Other teams, including the San Francisco 49ers, his hometown team, didn’t. Brady participated in a local combine for San Francisco head coach Steve Mariucci and the team’s special advisor, the legendary Bill Walsh, but failed to impress the man who’d drafted Joe Montana, Tommy Brady’s idol. Mariucci, too, was uninterested. “You saw this tall, gangly kid [who] looked like he’d never seen a weight room,” said Mariucci, who also was unimpressed with Brady’s throwing ability. “There were some other guys that could shoot it, and he had just an okay arm.”


“We didn’t open up his chest and look at his heart. What kind of spine he had. And resiliency, and all the things that are making him really great right now.”

—STEVE MARIUCCI, EX-NFL COACH



Dick Rehbein continued to push for the Patriots to draft Brady, and in New England, they were listening. Bill Belichick’s father, Steve, had been a coach and a scout, and he’d educated his son about the importance of a player’s intangibles. Still, if Carr valued Brady’s toughness, why did he insist on platooning him with Henson during his senior season? Belichick had a hard time wrapping his head around that question. “You say, okay, they don’t really want this guy as their starting quarterback. They want another guy. What’s the problem here? It was a bit of a red flag,” Belichick told NFL Films in 2011. Another issue was the team’s relative stability at the quarterback position. When Belichick took over the team a few months prior, the Patriots already had three quarterbacks under contract: the twenty-eight-year-old Drew Bledsoe, veteran backup John Friesz, and third-stringer Michael Bishop.

The Patriots really didn’t need to draft another quarterback. But Belichick was shrewd enough to eventually come around and see Lloyd Carr’s experiment as a point to be taken in Brady’s favor. Belichick particularly liked Brady’s mental toughness and the way he would get thrown into games and lead the Wolverines back to victory. “There was nothing we could do about the whole Henson situation,” the coach added. “We just had to evaluate what we saw. And we saw Tom time and again his senior year start the game off well, and then so many times Tom would come back in and rescue the situation and pull out the win for Michigan against great competition, in the biggest game. He just took his opportunities and tried to make the most of them.”

New England’s third-year fullback, Chris Floyd, had been lifting weights before the draft when Belichick asked him about Brady, his former Michigan teammate. Floyd briefed the coach on Brady’s preparation, even back then, as a third-string sophomore quarterback in Ann Arbor. “As a football player, he knew everything, even then,” Floyd reported. “If I had a question about a play and didn’t want to go to a coach, I went to Tom because I knew he would always have the answer.”

The Patriots’ brain trust eventually decided it would take Brady in the third round of the draft, should he be available. Like every other player entering the draft, Brady had no idea where he’d be going and didn’t know much about the Patriots, other than the fact that the team was all set at quarterback. He hoped that on Draft Day he’d get a call from his hometown team, the 49ers, a team that had failed to make the playoffs in 1999 after superstar quarterback Steve Young suffered a career-ending concussion. In Brady’s boyhood dreams, the succession was clear: Montana to Young to Brady.




DRAFT DAY

Three months earlier, Brady’s career at Michigan ended with his nearly flawless performance when he had thrown for 369 yards in an Orange Bowl win over Alabama. He was feeling pretty good about his chances to go relatively high in the 2000 draft. But the NFL did not invite Brady to attend the April draft held at the Theater at Madison Square Garden in New York. Those invitations were reserved for players expected to be picked early in the first round. Meanwhile, back in San Mateo, all the Bradys were gathered in the house on Portola Drive to watch the draft, televised on ESPN. The family was excited. Tommy would get drafted, not highly, but hopefully sometime during the first day. He thought he might be chosen by Mike Riley, now the second-year coach of the San Diego Chargers.

The first round of the NFL Draft is slow, lasting for hours, as each team takes the full five minutes before announcing its selection. One quarterback, Chad Pennington of Marshall University, was drafted in the opening round, No. 18 overall, by the New York Jets. Then pick after pick went by, and Tommy’s name wasn’t called. Eventually, as a diversion, he went off to the San Francisco Giants baseball game while the family stayed home and monitored the television. Brady came back from the baseball game just before the first day ended. “He was really disappointed,” said a sympathetic Nancy. “By then, my sisters and I were just watching the names on the ticker and saying, ‘Okay, so who’s he?’ ”
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The second day of the draft wasn’t much better, as Brady watched the proceedings on television with his family and waited for the phone to ring. It would be a long wait—a long and emotionally draining wait. Brady grew anxious as other players were being selected ahead of him. With the sixty-fifth pick in the draft, the 49ers took a quarterback from Hofstra named Giovanni Carmazzi, who would become a Rhodes Scholar but never play in an NFL regular-season game. Less than 25 miles south of San Francisco, Brady and his parents sat together in their living room watching the draft unfold on television and were stunned by the announcement. “We had season tickets for the 49ers for twenty-five years,” said Brady Sr. “We were hurt. We took it personally.”

Later in the third round, the Baltimore Ravens picked Chris Redman. There had now been six quarterbacks called by NFL commissioner Paul Tagliabue to elevate lowly franchises around the league as Brady continued to wait. Every time San Diego’s turn came up, Brady expected a phone call. The house was silent. This was worse than what had happened at Michigan. There, Brady had discovered, he could play his way onto the field. But this was different. This wasn’t about how he played. This was about how he might play, one day, if he ever got the chance.

“We were led to believe that he was going to be drafted, possibly second round, probably third round,” Brady’s father told ESPN. “They kept calling quarterback names, and we kept being stunned. With each name, it was becoming worse and worse.” The third round passed. Then the fourth round came and went. About this time, Brady told his family he was going to take a walk to clear his head. He returned later to learn that another twenty-two players had been chosen, and still, his name hadn’t been called.

Any hopes of hearing an NFL team announce Brady’s name now appeared to be a lost cause. Most organizations are not willing to draft a quarterback in the first couple of rounds, unless they know he is a can’t-miss prospect. To many, Brady was not a safe draft pick. By the fifth round, he was getting phone calls from teams asking if he would like a tryout as an undrafted free agent. This offer was the kiss of death for any football player, especially a quarterback. If a player does not get drafted, he does not usually receive any kind of signing bonus, and thus, the team does not have much of an investment in him.

Later in the fifth round, the Pittsburgh Steelers took Tennessee quarterback Tee Martin. In the sixth round, the New Orleans Saints chose West Virginia QB Marc Bulger. Then the Cleveland Browns took Spurgeon Wynn, who had completed just 47 percent of his passes at North Texas State, compared to Brady’s 62 percent at Michigan. That sent Brady over the edge, and he could watch no more. “I remember him going upstairs, and he was so angry and so hurt,” Nancy said.


“Truly, the Brady story is one of the great mysteries of all time…. He threw four touchdown passes in the Orange Bowl against Alabama…. We were all asleep.”

—ERNIE ACCORSI, EX-NFL EXECUTIVE



For the first time, Brady was confronted with the potential reality that he’d have to give up his dream of playing quarterback in the NFL, and join the family business. What he didn’t know was that his name was still up there on the Patriots’ draft board. The idea of selecting him in the third round was quashed to address the team’s more-immediate needs. Belichick wanted to boost the offense, so he picked a couple of linemen to protect Bledsoe and a running back to strengthen the ground game. In the fifth round, the Patriots selected a tight end out of Boise State named Dave Stachelski, who would play only nine games in the NFL, and none with New England.

As the draft chugged along, back in the Patriots offices, Rehbein and Belichick were surprised that Brady’s name was still on New England’s draft board. As the proceedings entered the sixth round and the Patriots were on the clock, it no longer made sense to pass on Brady. Not long after that, the phone on Portola Drive rang. It was Bill Belichick calling. The Patriots selected the kid from San Mateo in the sixth round, with the 199th pick of the draft, a pick that has since gone down as the greatest steal in NFL history. But at that moment no one knew it, no one except Dick Rehbein, who let out a celebratory yell from the team’s Draft Day war room. “We got him,” he exclaimed. “We got him!”

In 2011, ESPN produced a documentary, The Brady 6, which refers to the six quarterbacks selected before Brady in the 2000 NFL Draft. Asked in an interview about the disheartening prospect of nearly having to give up his dream of playing quarterback in the NFL, an emotional Brady cried while talking about the emotional roller-coaster ride on the day he came within fifty-five spots of not getting drafted. “I didn’t want to have to be an insurance salesman, you know?”




PASSED OVER

In the sixth round, with the 199th pick of the draft, Tom Brady became a New England Patriot. It was exactly one pick sooner than the one the Green Bay Packers had used in 1959 to take a quarterback from Alabama named Bart Starr, who later would come to hire an enthusiastic young assistant named Dick Rehbein. After his name was called, a relieved Brady accepted congratulatory hugs and kisses from his family. On television, ESPN was showing highlights from his Michigan days, as draft analyst Mel Kiper Jr. offered some complimentary commentary about Brady in his analysis.

“Smart, experienced, big-game signal caller getting very high grades in the efficiency department this past season,” said Kiper, who had ranked Brady as only the tenth-best quarterback in the 2000 draft. “He’s a straight drop-back passer who stands tall in the pocket, doesn’t show nervous feet, and does a nice job working through his progressions. He’s not going to try to force the action, rarely trying to perform beyond his capability.” Although Kiper added that he was impressed with Brady’s play against big-time opponents in his final season, he was clearly not sold on Brady, or he wouldn’t have listed him two spots behind Tim Lester, who played at Western Michigan and was not among the eleven quarterbacks drafted that year. He summed up Brady by stating: “He doesn’t have the total package of skills. At the pro level, his lack of mobility could surface as a problem, and it will be interesting to see how he fares when forced to take more chances down the field.”

Tom Brady developed a sense of humor about the agony of the NFL draft. As he continued to free-fall from his projected third-round draft selection, he braced himself for the real world. It’s something he revealed on Facebook in 2014 when he posted his old college résumé, showing that he had years of experience as a golf course sales rep, and spent two summers interning for Merrill Lynch. His achievements and job experience were under the heading “Thomas E. Brady Jr.” He graduated with a bachelor’s degree in general studies in December 1999, with a GPA of 3.3 out of 4.0 from the College of Literature, Science and the Arts at the University of Michigan. At the bottom of the résumé on his Facebook page, Brady added a caption: “Found my old résumé! Really thought I was going to need this after the fifth round.”

Even though he had found a way to joke about it, Brady has never forgotten the indignity of nearly getting passed over. It still motivates him. When he was told in the locker room after a playoff victory over the Baltimore Ravens following the 2014 season that he had passed Joe Montana as the all-time leader in playoff touchdown passes, he smiled and said, “That’s cool. Not bad for a sixth-round pick.”
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