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Prologue
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Imagine finding a dusty old notebook in an attic. You open it, and inside are the real thoughts, dreams, fears, and hopes of a young girl who lived during one of the most dangerous times in history. That girl was Anne Frank—and her diary became one of the most powerful books the world has ever known.

Anne wasn’t a superhero or a queen. She was just a regular girl who liked to write stories, make jokes, and spend time with her family. But what made her different was the time she lived in—a time when being Jewish in Europe could be a matter of life and death.

When Anne and her family were forced into hiding to escape the Nazis during World War II, she started writing in her diary. She didn’t know if anyone would ever read it. She just wanted to tell her story.

And now, many years later, millions of people have. Her words continue to teach us about courage, kindness, and hope—even in the darkest times.

This book will help you learn all about Anne Frank’s incredible life, her secret world, and the legacy she left behind. Get ready to step into history—and meet the girl who never stopped believing in a better world.
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Chapter 1: A Girl with a Diary
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Anne Frank was just an ordinary girl living in an extraordinary and very difficult time. She was born on June 12, 1929, in Frankfurt, Germany, into a happy family that loved books, learning, and spending time together. But Anne wasn't just any girl—she became one of the most famous young writers in history, not because she planned it, but because of what she wrote in a simple, small diary. This diary would later help the world understand what it was like to live through one of the darkest times in history: World War II and the Holocaust.

Anne’s diary was not just a notebook. It was her closest friend, someone she could talk to when she had no one else. She even gave it a name—“Kitty.” Every time she wrote in it, she began with “Dear Kitty,” just like someone writing a letter to a best friend. That’s because Anne didn’t just write down events; she shared her feelings, dreams, fears, and hopes. She poured out her heart on every page. Her words were full of imagination, honesty, and wisdom far beyond her years.

Anne received the diary on her 13th birthday, just a few weeks before something very big happened in her life. In July 1942, she and her family went into hiding to escape the Nazis. At that time, the Nazis, led by Adolf Hitler, were targeting Jewish people and taking away their rights, their homes, and sometimes even their lives. The Franks, being Jewish, were in serious danger. So, they moved into a secret place behind Anne’s father’s office building in Amsterdam. It was hidden behind a bookcase and was called the Secret Annex. The Annex was small and had very little space, and they had to be completely quiet during the day to avoid being discovered.

Even though life in hiding was scary and stressful, Anne kept writing. She described what it was like to live in silence, to share a tiny space with others, to worry about being caught every single day. But she also wrote about what made her laugh, what she found beautiful, and what she hoped for in the future. Her words were filled with light and strength, even in the middle of darkness. She wrote about arguments with her mother, her love for her father, and her complicated feelings about growing up. Anne was changing from a girl into a young woman, and the diary helped her figure out who she was becoming.

Sometimes she wrote about small things, like hearing birds sing through the window or watching the sun shine through the curtains. Other times, she wrote about big ideas like fairness, courage, and the meaning of life. She dreamed of becoming a writer or a journalist someday. She imagined herself writing books and sharing her thoughts with the world. She had no idea that her diary would become exactly that—a book read by millions of people all over the world.

What makes Anne’s diary so special is how real and honest it is. She didn’t try to sound perfect or pretend to be someone else. She was brave enough to show her fears, her sadness, and her dreams. She helped people understand what it felt like to live in hiding, always waiting and hoping for freedom. Through her writing, Anne became a voice for the many children who couldn’t speak for themselves during the war.

Even though Anne never got to grow up and see her dream come true—because she and her family were discovered and taken away—the words she left behind did something amazing. They helped change the world. They reminded people to stand up against hate, to be kind to others, and to never forget the past. Her diary, The Diary of a Young Girl, has been translated into many languages and is still read in classrooms, libraries, and homes around the world.

So, when we talk about “A Girl with a Diary,” we’re talking about more than just a young girl writing in a notebook. We’re talking about someone who used her words to fight fear with hope. We’re talking about a girl who showed that even in the hardest times, stories matter. Anne Frank’s diary was her way of being free, even when she was locked away. And today, it continues to inspire kids and adults everywhere to speak their truth, chase their dreams, and believe in a better world.
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Chapter 2: Life Before the War
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Before the war changed everything, Anne Frank lived a life that was, in many ways, just like the lives of many other children. She played games, went to school, made friends, and celebrated birthdays with her family. Anne was born on June 12, 1929, in the city of Frankfurt in Germany. Her full name was Annelies Marie Frank. She had an older sister named Margot, who was three years older than her. Their parents, Otto and Edith Frank, loved their daughters very much and worked hard to give them a safe, happy home.

When Anne was very little, the world around her seemed peaceful, full of joy and ordinary moments. She was curious, playful, and full of energy. She liked riding her bike, reading books, and telling stories. Her father, Otto, worked in a bank, and her mother, Edith, stayed at home to care for the family. They lived in a nice neighborhood where the children played outside and families visited each other for dinners and holidays.

But things in Germany were slowly beginning to change. The country had gone through a hard time after World War I, and many people were struggling with money and jobs. Some people, looking for someone to blame, started listening to a man named Adolf Hitler. He became the leader of the Nazi Party and told people that the Jews were the reason for Germany’s problems. This was not true at all, but sadly, many believed him. The Nazis started making new rules that were unfair to Jewish people, taking away their rights and treating them like they were less important.

Anne and her family were Jewish, and this meant they were no longer safe in their own country. As the Nazis gained more power, life became harder for Jewish families. Jewish children were bullied at school, adults lost their jobs, and people were even attacked for simply being who they were. Otto and Edith realized that Germany was no longer a safe place to raise their daughters. So, in 1933, when Anne was just four years old, the Franks made a big decision—they moved to the Netherlands, hoping for a fresh start in a safer country.

In Amsterdam, the capital of the Netherlands, Anne’s life began to feel normal again. She started school, made new friends, and learned to speak Dutch. She went to birthday parties, played with her toys, and loved reading stories. Anne was a cheerful girl who talked a lot, asked many questions, and loved writing. Her teachers said she was smart but sometimes too chatty in class. She wanted to be a writer or a movie star when she grew up. She had a big imagination and loved dreaming about the future.

Even though the Franks were in a new country, they kept many of their family traditions. They celebrated Jewish holidays together and enjoyed spending time with friends. Otto started a business that sold pectin, a substance used to make jam, and things seemed to be going well for a while. Anne’s world was filled with the everyday things kids enjoy—school lessons, books, pets, snacks, and laughter.

But the peace didn’t last forever. In 1940, when Anne was 10 years old, the German army invaded the Netherlands. The same Nazis who had made life in Germany dangerous were now taking over the country where Anne had started to feel safe again. Slowly, new rules were made to separate Jewish people from others. Anne and her family were no longer allowed to go to public places like swimming pools or movie theaters. Jewish children, including Anne and Margot, had to leave their regular schools and attend special Jewish schools instead.

Even though Anne was still young, she began to notice the changes around her. Friends she had once played with stopped talking to her. Stores wouldn’t let her family come in to shop. Everyone had to carry ID cards, and Jewish people had to wear yellow stars on their clothes so they could be easily recognized. These stars were supposed to mark them as different, but they only made things more frightening. Anne didn’t understand why people were being treated unfairly just because of their religion.

Despite all these changes, Anne tried to enjoy her days. She still joked with her sister, wrote in notebooks, and looked forward to birthdays. But her parents were becoming more worried with each passing month. They knew that if things got worse, they might have to go into hiding to
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