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Prologue

In 2018, fifty places in the world were granted permission to do the best thing on Earth. It was to be a three-year experiment. If it went well, the same goods were to be made available to all who sought them. But the experiment was never completed. The 2020 Covid lockdowns derailed it. Then in July 2021, a devotee of Judas issued an illegal instruction aimed at forever depriving the world of the chance to regain these great goods which appear to be all but lost.

Two anomalies stand out. First, the erroneous idea that permission is required to participate in these great goods — that is, in the celebration of the Easter Triduum according to the most venerable rites of the Church. By an insidious deception, the notion has become widely received that it lies in the authority of the Vatican to decide whether or not priests in good standing may celebrate the ancient liturgy. It is falsely claimed that they can be forced to do a newly fabricated rite.

The next anomaly was a condition imposed upon the fifty apostolates ‘permitted’ to celebrate the pre-1955 Triduum. Participants had to agree to an extra genuflection on Good Friday — to appease the Jews. This was a pinch of incense.

These limitations were not the fault of the Ecclesia Dei clerics who proposed the experiment. But when the wolves (who chased Pope Benedict XVI into retreat in 2013) saw Tradition being marvellously recovered, they surged in attack: the Pontifical Commission Ecclesia Dei was dissolved in 2019 and the war against Tradition has intensified ever since.

Who is behind this war? The writing of this New Old series was prompted by the author’s belief that the godless powers behind the 2020-21 global lockdowns — banefully keeping souls out of churches for the Easter Mysteries — are the same powers which persuaded Jorge Bergoglio as Pope Francis to issue Traditionis custodes in July 2021. The spiritual damage inflicted by both measures is incalculable. The instigator of it all is satan. He is cunning and his agents are ruthless.

Thanks be to God, there are souls who are not interested in what the dragon, beast or false prophet have to say. Instead, they are attentive to God, Who lovingly guides our salvation through Scripture and Tradition. He desires our participation in His sacred mysteries. Fiat.


Introduction

Men worshiped the dragon, for he had given his authority to the beast, and they worshiped the beast, saying, ‘Who is like the beast, and who can fight against it?’

Apocalypse 13:4 RSVCE

If we look at the ruthless reach of the political Leviathan, we might be paralysed with fear, saying — “Who is like the beast and who can fight against it?” (Apoc 13:4). But the Life of Christ gives us the plan for victory: to live simply for God. Our “faith” truly “overcomes the world” (1 Jn 5:4) and all its obstacles — globalists included.

The highest truths demand the greatest faith, and this is the foundation for the most powerful love. We live this now by worthily receiving the Real Presence of Jesus Christ in the Holy Eucharist — Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity. He offers us a foretaste of heaven. But rebellion against Divine truth summons hell on earth.

The cosmic opposition of good and evil is played out through human history as a combat of two nations struggling in the womb: Judaism and Christianity (Gen 25:23). Despite worldly expectations, the contest will end with the Jews’ conversion to Jesus Christ.

If You Believed Moses (Volume 1) posits that the final conversion of the Jews is foretold throughout the Old Testament (OT), provided it be read in the light of the New Testament (NT), that is, in the Light of Christ. The principal theme of this present work, If You Believed Moses (Volume 2), is the world-changing effects of men’s opposing reactions to the Crucifixion of the Son of God — faith versus anti-faith, Emmanuel versus Antichrist. If detached from this context, none of the following chapters make sense. Indeed, that is the enemy’s aim: that we remove our gaze from the Cross.

Part I of this book asks Why has God allowed the Delay? Why do the Jews not convert till the end of history? The key to understanding this lies in the Cross. It is the hinge of history. Adoring Christ Crucified, souls are transformed unto His likeness, freely choosing contradiction, persecution and even martyrdom for His sake. God allows this delay because He works a greater good from the evil of impenitent men who despise the Crucified and His disciples. Such men serve to increase God’s external glory and the holiness of the Saints. The delay is optimal for Jews and Gentiles.

Part II concerns The Jewish Question. It assesses the relation of the Old Covenant to the New; it enters minefields about Zionism, world domination and the Antichrist; it raises supposedly unspeakable points about sovereignty and the Holocaust. The Jewish Question is essentially about the damage wreaked by false messianism. Jesus is God’s Anointed, the crucified and risen Messiah, Who brings the tranquility of order. Those who oppose Christ, the Prince of Peace, are deceived by satan, the prince of this world, whose hellish plans, if unopposed, lead to global totalitarianism.

Part III asks What Can Catholics Do? Political action is certainly needed, but this must be spiritually rooted. Seeking order in society requires first giving God the respect due Him — no authority is greater.1 Thus, Catholics must lovingly restore the higher order (things of God) before the lower order (things temporal) can be set aright. To enable political and social improvements, Catholics must restore the ancient liturgy, develop love for the Saints and foster love for the OT. When Catholics give God right worship, a torrent of grace will flood this fallen world and, in God’s good time, rescue even our enemies from the snare.

Who are the Jews Truly?

Before proceeding, what is the definition of a Jew? A Chief Rabbi of Israel, Yitzchak Halevi Herzog (d.1959), asserted

that according to Jewish law only the offspring of a Jewish mother can be considered a Jew… And the only way a person can become Jewish if his mother is not Jewish is to convert. For a female conversion, immersion in a ritual bath (mikua) is necessary; for a male, immersion and ritual circumcision are required.2

This long-standing religious definition is hardly acceptable to atheist Jews, whose number has been made visible by political emancipation and by the establishment of the State of Israel in 1948. David Ben-Gurion (d.1973), Israel’s first Prime Minister, argued for a wider definition, opining,

Anyone who declares that he is a Jew, lives a Jewish life, and is interested in the welfare of the Jews is to be considered a Jew, regardless of the faith of the mother.3

This dispute about a definition, which churns around genetic lineage, religious belief and social identification, is likely irresolvable. God knows who is who. For the purposes of this book, it is necessary to add the view from the Cross.

Our Lord declares: “Salvation is from the Jews” (Jn 4:22). That is an unmatched privilege. Yet Scripture warns that before their conversion the Jews “are adversaries to all men” (1 Thess 2:15). Are they enemies or saviours? With personal experience of dramatic conversion, St Paul distinguishes:

As concerning the Gospel, indeed, they are enemies for your sake: but as touching the election, they are most dear for the sake of the fathers. (Rom 11:28)

The duality of “enemies” who “are most dear” can only be resolved in Christ. As long as Jews choose to be “enemies of the cross of Christ” (Phil 3:18), then Jesus identifies them as those “that say they are Jews and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan” (Apoc 2:9). In the face of this fact, we must remain meek, for all who have sinned are causes of the Crucifixion. We, too, “were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son” (Rom 5:10). Jews who deny Christ’s Divinity refuse this reconciliation with God. Yet they remain “most dear” as having potential to follow “the fathers”, the Patriarchs of old who confessed Christ.

The unity in Christ of believers from both the OT and NT was extolled by St John Chrysostom (♱407), commentating on St Paul’s verse “One body and one Spirit… One Lord, one faith, one baptism” (Eph 4:4-5).

Now what is this one body? The faithful throughout the whole world, both which are, and which have been, and which shall be. And again, they that before Christ’s coming pleased God, are one body. How so? Because they also knew Christ. Whence does this appear? Your father Abraham, says He, rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it, and was glad. (Jn 8:56) And again, If you had believed Moses, He says, ye would have believed Me, for he wrote of Me (Jn 5:46). And the prophets too would not have written of One, of whom they knew not what they said; whereas they both knew Him and worshipped Him. Thus, then were they also one body.4

Jesus stands in the midst of His sheep and knows them all (Jn 10:14). He identifies Nathaniel as a “true Israelite” — a man “in whom there is no guile” (Jn 1:47). Christ’s comment regarding Nathaniel shows that the spiritual has priority over the material. Identification with the spotless soul of Christ counts infinitely more than one’s biological ancestry, for we are children of God by adoption (Eph 1:5-6). Thus, St Paul explained:

Who are Israelites… For all are not Israelites that are of Israel. Neither are all they that are the seed of Abraham, children… That is to say, not they that are the children of the flesh, are the children of God; but they, that are the children of the promise. (Rom 9:4-8)

There are Israelites who are not Israelites. That is, there are Jews who are biological descendants of Abraham and Israel (Jacob), but by rejecting Christ, they are not the spiritual descendants promised by God, they are not spiritual Israelites.

This is how to understand the apparent paradox spoken in the Apocalypse of them “that say they are Jews and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan” (Apoc 2:9). They are excluded from being children of God because, unlike Nathaniel, they harbour guile, “who say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie” (Apoc 3:9). The lie is to contradict God, most destructively in denying Jesus is the divine Messiah.

Raising minds to the spiritual, Jesus did not deny the biological descent of “children of Abraham” (Jn 8:37). But He charged them to “do the works of Abraham” (Jn 8:39), for “they who are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham” (Gal 3:7). Confronted by Jews who sought to kill Him, Jesus exposed their spiritual ancestry was not godly like Abraham, but “You are of your father the devil” (Jn 8:44).

To be meaningfully counted among the children of Israel, conversion is clearly required (Lk 1:16). A true Jew is a child of Abraham spiritually, which means to live in Jesus,

In Whom also you are circumcised with circumcision not made by hand in despoiling of the body of the flesh: but in the circumcision of Christ. (Col 2:11)

Therefore, it matters little if we follow a definition based on self-identification or biology and belief. What matters more is acceptance of the Messiah of God — Jesus Christ Crucified. The division for or against Him did not begin on Calvary, but is already seen in the OT. Certain Israelites forsook the covenant, rebelling against God and His prophets (3 Kgs 19:10; Neh 9:26; Rom 11:3). St Stephen identifies the false sons of Abraham:

You stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do you also. (Acts 7:51; cf. Mt 23:30-39)

Daniel the Prophet tells the story of the beautiful Susanna, who, while bathing, was spied upon by two senior judges of Israel. When they could not pervert her by their lust, they told murderous lies to destroy her. Truth prevails and Daniel hails Susanna as a daughter of the house of Judah, while decrying the judges as “seed of Canaan” (Dan 13:56) — namely, blood-letting idolaters condemned by God. Seeing their depravity, Daniel states they are “not of Judah”. Daniel is not denying their genetic lineage but is teaching that the spiritual is determinative. The temporal is dependent upon it.

Accordingly, Jesus did not come to found a new religion. He came to institute a New Covenant. The religion of the Old and New Covenants is one and the same.5 The Old is for Hebrews, anticipating the Messiah, Jesus Christ. The New is for the whole world, remembering the same Jesus Christ and anticipating His return. If we are not accustomed to thinking of how Christ is concealed in the OT, let St Augustine renew our minds with insights into St John the Baptist leaping in his mother’s womb at the proximity of the Messiah.

John was a figure of the Old Testament and showed in his own person a typical embodiment of the Law. John heralded beforehand the coming of the Saviour, even as the Law was our schoolmaster to bring us to the grace of Christ (Gal 3:24). That he prophesied while yet in the hidden depths of his mother’s womb, and while himself lightless bore testimony to the truth, we are to understand as a figure. Namely, while John was wrapped round with the veil and carnal ordinances of the letter, he by the spirit preached unto the world a Redeemer, and testified that Jesus is our Lord even while for himself, working under the law, the birth of the new dispensation was still in the womb of the future, and not come to day. The Jews were estranged from the womb, that is from the Law, that womb heavy with the Christ that was to be; they went astray from the belly, speaking lies (Ps 57:4), and therefore John came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe (Jn 1:7). [W]hen John had heard in the prison the works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples (Mt 11:2); this is the Law sending to the Gospel. For John in gaol was a figure of the Law, imprisoned in ignorance, lying in the dark, in a hidden place, and fettered through Jewish misunderstanding within the bonds of the letter. But of him Jesus said (as is written by the Blessed Evangelist), ‘He was a burning and a shining light’ (Jn 5:35), that is to say, that, when the whole world was wrapt in the night of ignorance, this Saint was kindled by the fire of the Holy Ghost, to show before men the light of salvation, and at the hour of the thickest darkness of sin, appeared like a bright morning star to herald the rising of that Sun so right gloriously radiant, the Son of righteousness, Christ our Lord.6

St John’s joy before birth over Jesus and his fidelity in prison at the end of his life is a summary of the OT’s anticipation of the Son of God. The generations of Jews through the OT have always included two camps — those for Christ and those against. These camps continue after Christ came, being counted respectively as Christianity and Judaism.

The incongruity in those who say they are Jews and are not (Apoc 2:9), count themselves sons of Abraham and are not (Gal 3:29), and imagine themselves true Israelites and are not (Rom 9:6), is not a denial of Jewish physical descent. Rather, it raises our mind (Rom 2:28-29) to spiritual birth in Christ and calls all to acknowledge Him as Messiah and Lord.

Tradition and Scripture assure us that at the end of the age the Jews will convert in great numbers. We will see in Part III how this truth is contained at various levels of our liturgical traditions. As for Scripture, Volume 1 of this work explored how Jews and Christians are brothers after the manner shown by Cain and Abel, or Ishmael and Isaac, or Esau and Jacob. That is to say in each case, the elder (Jews) persecute the younger (Christians). But at the end of history they are reconciled, which is prefigured in Joseph’s moving reunion with his brothers, as told at the close of Genesis — an event we will revisit in Part III.7 Peace is seen in Aaron and Moses.

Being descended from Abraham biologically is an honour, only it counts for nothing if not animated by the spirit. Considering Christ’s rebuke of those who “say they are Jews and are not”, we should ask ourselves if we be counted as they who ‘say they are Catholics and are not’. St Paul gives the single principle determining the answer. It is life in Christ which determines the full brotherhood of the Church:

There is neither Jew nor Greek: there is neither bond nor free: there is neither male nor female. For you are all one in Christ Jesus. (Gal 3:28)

St Paul is not denying there are Jews and Gentiles in the Church (St Matthew and St Luke), nor denying there are men and women in the Church (St Joseph and the Virgin Mary). Only it is not biology that is determinative of Christian unity but souls belonging spiritually to Christ. When the last Jews come in, “all Israel will be saved” (Rom 11:26). The Church is the New Israel. Spiritually.

The Chief Target of Evil is the Highest Good

The most important events in history — Christ’s Crucifixion and Resurrection — accomplished the work of the New Creation. In that first Holy Week, the New Adam rose from the tomb in the very place where God first appointed the first Adam after forming him from the earth. Consequently, nothing is more important than the memorial of Our Lord’s Passion, for it carries the power to redeem the world. It brings supernatural graces and provides spiritual lessons to inform every political, social and personal step we take. It teaches us incontestably that no effort to oppose evil can succeed except it be based on self-sacrifice and include love of one’s enemy. It cannot involve deceit, injustice or cruelty, for all these serve satan. Through celebration of the Sacred Triduum, the Crucified forms our hearts in benevolent love for all — Jew and Gentile.

In our Christian approach to the Jews, we find a lesson from the OT. King Saul, who was jealous of David, sought his death. Yet, when David had chances to kill Saul, he spared God’s anointed (1 Kgs [Sam] 24; 26). David’s respectful treatment of Saul is a profound allegory for the New Covenant taking the place of the Old Covenant, the throne, without acting vengefully or unjustly.

All David’s behaviour toward Saul [shows] Christians ought never seek vengeance or harm against the Jews. Rather, as Pope Callixtus II commanded in his twelfth-century Bull Sicut Judæis, when the Church was ascending to the height of political influence, Christians should grant protection to the Jews, who should suffer no prejudice, no violence against person or property, no extortion by the hands of Christians, no damage to their graveyards, no pressure to be baptised. Numerous popes before and after him decreed similarly.8

Long before this, Pope St Gregory the Great (♱604) enjoined upon Christians, in multiple epistles to bishops and monarchs, not to mistreat Jews, but also to set at liberty Christians enslaved to them, lest these Christians be corrupted in faith.9 These policies were reiterated by various popes leading up to Pope Callixtus II’s (♱1124) Bull Sicut Judæis, and renewed by more than a dozen popes in the following three centuries, notably by Popes Alexander III (♱1181) and Innocent III (♱1216).10

David’s benevolent attitude towards Saul, coupled with his robust self-defence, informed the Church’s approach toward Jews. Protecting them came as part of a package which also safeguarded Catholics from Judaism.11 Vitally, Jews were heavily restricted in municipal rights across Christendom, for they were opposed to its very foundation, Christ.

If we are rooted and grounded in Christ, we must show justice to all. But the wise social arrangement limiting Jewish political influence has, over centuries, been undone, therefore weakening Christendom, as outlined in the chapters below.

The conclusion of this book reflects on the most far-reaching conspiracy there has ever been. But it is not needful to expose evil in every detail in order to come to the truth. Instead, we can observe what evil attacks most vigorously, and realise that the target of satanists must be the highest good. The most pressing problem for the Church today is not about priestly celibacy, or women priests, or Holy Communion for adulterers or active homosexuals. That these disasters are even discussed is a consequence of a deeper disorder. Without addressing the root, we will have more and more chaotic consequences to press us.

A more foundational problem is liturgical corruption.12 The answer to this disease is to return to Tradition. The Church’s crisis is liturgical; we have forgotten our means to pray for what is otherwise impossible, including the conversion of the Jews. And this is a good so high, and a problem so deep, that we have been terrorised into burying it.

We might be awakened to the goods of Tradition by learning how determinedly they have been under attack by the enemies of the Cross (both inside and outside the Church). Here Holy Week comes to the fore. The wording of the traditional Good Friday intercession for the conversion of the Jews is possibly 1,700 years old.13 But in recent decades it has been weakened again and again and again. If we rescue that prayer, we can begin to rescue our whole liturgy, and thereby doctrine and morals, and thereby Christendom.

Starting with the public prayer of the Church, Christ reigns on earth. The very struggle to adhere to our traditional liturgy, the courage and sacrifice this calls for, makes us the Catholics we are supposed to be. We have to know why we are doing it or we will give up. But if we persevere for love of God and neighbour, then this very charity ruling in our hearts, ordering our lives aright, makes our prayers irresistible to God. Then what can possibly stop the conversion of the Jews? Our win will be their win, and their win will be ours.

 


1 St Augustine, De civitate Dei, XIX, 21, “Justice is that virtue which gives every one his due... where, then, is the justice of man, when he deserts the true God?”

2 Rabbi Alfred Kolatch, The Second Jewish Book of Why (1985), p.17.

3 Rabbi Alfred Kolatch, The Second Jewish Book of Why (1985), p.17.

4 St John Chrysostom, Homily X on Ephesians (4:4-5).

5 Pope Pius IX, Mortalium animos (6th Jan 1928), 6, “[T]here can be no true religion other than that which is founded on the revealed word of God: which revelation, begun from the beginning and continued under the Old Law, Christ Jesus Himself under the New Law perfected.”

6 Feast of the Nativity of St John the Baptist (24th June), Matins, Lectiones IV-VI. St Augustine, Sermon XX on the Saints.

7 A detail woven into Genesis’ account of the twelve sons of Israel (Jacob) hints that there will be a slight switch at the close of history, with the Jews who enter the Church counting as the younger brother to Gentile Christians, who are elder. The first ten of Israel’s sons had various mothers. The last two sons, Joseph and Benjamin, were born to his beloved wife Rachel. Hence the sons of Israel were Joseph’s half-brothers, except Benjamin, who was a full-brother. Now Joseph is a figure for Jesus Christ, while Benjamin, as the last generation of Israel, stands for the last generation of Jews. This signifies that this final generation will be full brothers of Christ, that is by biology and grace, not biology alone. Former generations of Christians and Jews are like half-brothers, as Joseph in relation to his elder brothers. But with the final conversion of the Jews, when we share the same mother — Mary, the Church — then we will be full-brothers, true brothers, not because of biology alone, but because of spiritual descent. And as Joseph favoured Benjamin exceptionally, so Christians should favour converting Jews (Gen 43:29-34; 45:14-22).

8 Fr James Mawdsley, Adam’s Deep Sleep (2022), p.112.

9 As examples, Pope St Gregory I, Epistles, III, 38 to Libertinus, Prefect of Sicily; Epistles, IX, 6 to Januarius, Bishop of Cagliari.

10 Pope Alexander III Sicut Judeis. Pope Innocent III, Etsi Judæos.

11 Pope Clement VI Quamvis Perfidiam (1348). Pope Eugene IV, Dundum ad nostram audientiam (1442). Pope Paul IV, Cum nimis absurdum (1555).

12 Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, Milestones: Memoirs 1927-1977 (1988), p.149, “I am convinced that the crisis in the Church that we are experiencing today is to a large extent due to the disintegration of the liturgy, which at times has even come to be conceived of etsi Deus non daretur, in that it is a matter of indifference whether or not God exists and whether or not He speaks to us and hears us.”

13 Josef Jungmann The Mass of the Roman Rite (1955), Vol I, p.481-82, “It is a well-grounded hypothesis that in these Good Friday prayers, whose echo goes back to the first century, we have the general prayer of the Roman Church in the exact wording in which it was performed… since the third century.”

For the text of the prayer in Latin and English, see Part III below, What Can Catholics Do? Good Friday Prayer for the Jews.
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Part I: Why has God Allowed the Delay?

Behold, I will bring of the synagogue of Satan, who say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie. Behold, I will make them to come and adore before thy feet. And they shall know that I have loved thee.

Apocalypse 3:9

What was done to Jesus Christ by the Sanhedrin (Caiaphas) in collaboration with corrupt churchmen (Judas) and a weak state (Pilate), has continued to happen ever since to the Bride of Christ. While it is clear that the State has often been hostile to the Church, and more obvious than ever that churchmen betray her, what is not so conspicuous is the historical role of Judaism’s hostility to the Church. Uncovering this could provoke anger, for naturally “the presence of evil gives rise to the passion of anger”.14 Yet “the anger of man works not the justice of God” (Jas 1:20). Instead, let wrath be tempered by understanding. Perceiving God’s patience bids us to imitate Him.

God chose the Hebrew people to receive the Old Covenant as preparation for the New. By God’s Providence, Hebrews produced the greatest saints the Church has known and can know: the Apostles, the Precursor, St Joseph and the Mother of God. Why, then, has God permitted other Jews to oppose the promised Messiah and the New Covenant?

While men oft abuse their God-given freewill, the Lord has not retracted His gift. Man’s opposition to God never threatens His plan, because, as the Bible shows, evil backfires and sows the seeds of its own destruction. Evil corrupts good like a parasite, threatening to consume its host. In its ‘success’, evil destroys its own basis. Except the Church cannot be destroyed. She rises anew — purified by suffering. Those who oppose God actually serve His purpose, inducing fruitful sacrifices by the saints. Like the Crucifixion, these sacrifices always bestow more life on the Church than is lost. Martyrs lose their earthly lives, but inherit eternal life, and from Heaven they vivify the Church Militant on earth.

Going against God is an act of futility. Pharaoh learned this long after the order had gone out to kill Hebrew infants. In time, this positioned Moses to bring Pharaoh down.

Moses triumphed over the murderous law, being saved at first by his parents and then by the very persons who laid down the law [and even provided] his highly esteemed education.15

After the same pattern, satan instigated the Crucifixion, which brought Jesus into satan’s ambit — death. The Lord of Life trampled upon the gates of hell and the devil was forever denuded of his spoil — godly souls — who now enjoy eternal life. Essentially, darkness is a backdrop enhancing the glory of light.

History, philosophy and divine revelation all concur that there are two ways to serve God: by willingly following His commands or by wilfully rejecting them. Both paths serve His purpose and each one of us is free to choose our path. Love of God is rewarded with salvation but hatred of God brings damnation. It is always better we obey God than not. But the NT shows, as does every century since, multiple paradoxical ways by which Jews rejecting Jesus and opposing the Church have actually served God’s plan and the greater good.

As God knew that His enemies would falsify history to lead souls astray, He gave us the veracity of the NT to guide those who seek truth. It seems God has delayed the Jews’ conversion for several reasons. The following chapters explore these in detail.

In brief, first, attempts at Judaizing serve the purification of Church doctrine. Second, Jews engineering persecutions has served the spread of the Church worldwide. Third, withstanding hatred perfects charity. Fourth, attempts to maintain the Old Covenant actually testify to the divine origins of the Church.

We can add a fifth reason. God is never cruel. He excludes no one who seeks Him. The long delay of the conversion of the Jews en masse — some two thousand years, and counting — will serve the depth of that conversion, the profundity of their contrition, the ardour of their zeal for Jesus, and the glory of the witness they give in overcoming the Antichrist. All of these qualities will produce an ending to human history better than anyone can imagine. It will be enjoyed for eternity.

 


14 St Thomas, S.Th. II-I, Q.25 a.3.

15 St Gregory of Nyssa, Life of Moses, II, 308.


Heresy Purifies Doctrine

They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us; but they went out, that it might be plain that they all are not of us.

1 John 2:19 RSVCE

The radiance of a light is accentuated by the depth of darkness which surrounds it. The splendour of truth is made more brilliant as error fails to overcome it. Church doctrine shines with ever more clarity as waves of pernicious heresy fail to extinguish it. We must not be unnerved by darkness.

When Jesus taught the Jews of His eternity, being the Son of God His Father, “many believed in Him” (Jn 8:21-30). Despite this initial belief, a little later Jesus says to these, “Now you seek to kill Me, a man Who have spoken the truth to you” (Jn 8:40). He gave the reason: “You are of your father the devil” (Jn 8:44). In short, they turned against Christ when He revealed their slavery to sin. He had stated:

And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. They answered Him: We are the seed of Abraham, and we have never been slaves to any man: how sayest Thou: you shall be free? (Jn 8:32-33)

From this passage, St Thomas Aquinas identifies three errors of those Jews who had been listening to Jesus.16

First, they boasted of their Abrahamic ancestry, as if a noble birth suffices for godliness. Second, they lied, saying they had “never been slaves to any man”, forgetting how God saved the Hebrews from Pharaoh (Ps 105:21) or how they paid tribute now to Caesar (Lk 20:22; Jn 19:15). Third, they failed to see “freedom” as spiritual and did not perceive they needed liberation from “sin” (Jn 8:34). Due to their pride, dishonesty and carnality, they spurned the Saviour.

To think oneself chosen by God to the exclusion of others causes the most vaunting pride. To use God’s Revelation for one’s own agenda, not His, nurtures the most shameless dishonesty. To reduce God’s promises to temporal things, forgetting Heaven, results in the most barren carnality. From these three evils, all rooted in a failure to understand the OT, germinated Judaism. Inverting the highest truths makes Judaism inordinately dangerous — corruptio optimi pessima.

Those who preferred “darkness [to] light” (Jn 3:19) feared the truths Jesus taught. God allowed them to kill His Son, resulting, through the Resurrection, in the propagation of the Gospel to the whole world (Mk 16:15). Just as the “light of the world” (Jn 8:12) was not extinguished but increased in radiance, so too the Bride of Christ must rise ever anew to illumine the darkness.

The worst crisis in Church history has been metastasising today under Francis. Such evil is not easily understood, as by nature darkness cannot be seen. But it becomes apparent when we take in a wider sweep of history — the present is largely explained by what happened before it. To understand what is now causing the disintegration of the institutional Church, look to Vatican II. A fruitful perspective on this is given by an appraisal of the Reformation, which in its turn is clarified by an understanding of the Arian and Gnostic crises. On the surface, these disasters differ. In reality, much is the same, stretching back to Calvary. In short, the NT provides us a true measure of all history: the Church is built up by those who love the Crucified and torn down by the crucifiers. That has not changed.

The Beginning of Judaizing in the Church

Jesus told the believing Jews: “If you continue in My word, you shall be My disciples indeed” (Jn 8:31). But the allure of sin leads souls astray. We must not prefer anything to Christ, lest it separate us from His Body.

Rejection of Christ opposes life and truth (Jn 14:6). Heresy and obstinate doctrinal error is not a matter of innocent confusion, but are weapons wielded by the “father of lies” to murder souls (Jn 8:44). Because we would avoid obvious traps and snares, the devil’s lies are presented to us dressed up as truth, and, at times, even coming from members of the Church hierarchy.

The NT shows that the early Church understood Judaizing to be a mortal threat, an attempt to superimpose Jewish categories onto the Church. Left unchallenged, attempts to align Christianity with Judaism, rather than with the OT, would destroy the Church. Christianity is fully divine and fully human, coming from Jesus Christ, true God and true man. Therefore, Christianity is apt for all men. Contrary to this, Judaism is for an elite among nations, people who count themselves a superior race.

Without the revelation of the God-Man-Messiah, a false ceiling is imposed on reality, closing us off to the height of God’s design for all men. Judaism’s denial of the Incarnation inevitably cramps cognate concepts embodied by Jesus — of divine revelation utterly transcending mortal expectations; of the eternal informing the temporal; of the immunity of royal service from prideful domination; of freedom in charity as liberation from the yoke of the law. Judaism refuses to recognise a Messiah unless his success be visible now, unless he bring perceptible peace to the world today, unless he reward his followers with exterior goods, unless he be seen to dominate all. A crucified Messiah is unthinkable. The heavenly Jerusalem counts for nothing without the earthly Jerusalem. In a word, without Jesus Christ, circumcision of the heart is forsaken for circumcision of the flesh.

The “circumcision party” (Gal 2:12; Tit 1:10 RSVCE) seemed strong enough to subvert the first papacy, except that St Paul withstood them, going on to resist also St Peter, loyally, “to the face” (Gal 2:11). St Paul warns there are many “vain talkers, seducers… of the circumcision… who subvert whole houses, teaching [wrongly] for filthy lucre’s sake” (Tit 1:10-11). These prefer mammon to God. The Jesuits are an example of a “whole house” subverted. St Paul uses language so direct it is unthinkable in the Church today (“βλέπετε τοὺς κύνας” — “Beware of the dogs” Phil 3:2). But if, being lukewarm, we shy from his clarity, we are vulnerable to becoming prey.

Rabbinic-Judaism is a man-made religion, formulated in expectation of another messiah by those who rejected Jesus as Messiah, though it began establishing its power base before His Advent. Influenced by diabolical narcissism, it prefers “the work of human hands” to God’s tabernacle which is “not of this creation” (Heb 9:11; cf. Mk 14:58; Acts 7:48; 17:25; 2 Cor 5:1). Even if it had not lost Temple, altar and priests, the Old Covenant is no longer of use, because it puts false hope in atonement through animal blood (Heb 10:4), instead of the Most Precious Blood poured out by the Lamb.

With antecedents in those who murdered the prophets, Judaism began as the rejection of Christianity and therefore is logically subsequent to it. Any reader with faith can verify this by consulting Acts 11:1-18; 13:6-12; 15:1-29; 18:24-28; 19:11-20; 26:20-23; Gal 2:3-21; Col 2:8,11,16-17,20-23; Apoc 2:8-10; 3:8-13. If we disregard these Scriptures, we could be misled into believing that Judaism is a continuation of the Old Covenant. It is not. Christianity is. Meanwhile, these same biblical passages prove that each assault on truth yields the opposite of its intended effect on those who persevere in faith: “So the word of the Lord grew and prevailed mightily” (Acts 19:20 RSVCE).

Gnosticism, Arianism and Early Church Councils

The enemies of Christ never cease seeking to have the Church adopt their errors. Those who follow them fall. Many have heard that Gnosticism and Arianism were virulent heresies. But one has to do a bit of digging to discover the impetus given to them by Jews. This aspect is key to understanding the targets and potency of their errors.

Before the Church had any political presence, rabbis drove Christians away from synagogues because unconverted Jews could not withstand the Christians’ apologetic arguments. The divisions which arose between Judaism and Christianity are not due to antisemitism from the Church, but hardness of heart in the Synagogue, in clinging to anyone but Christ. To deny Jesus is the Christ, some rabbis claimed during this early period that the promised Messiah was King Hezekiah, or even Abraham, or other impossible figures, though only Jesus fits the prophecies.

Trying to enter the spiritual world without following Jesus, some have turned to demons for ‘help’. The ambitious Simon Magus, likely a Samaritan, is called by St Irenæus “the father of all heresies”.17 His spiritual ancestors in dark magic include the sorcerers of Pharaoh’s court who were confounded by Moses (Ex 7:11-9:11), as Simon, in his turn, was roundly rebuked by St Peter (Acts 8:9-24). For Jews hungry for gain but averse to Jesus, these pagan and Samaritan exponents of magic were models to emulate.18

An early example of this corrupt spirit, “a Jewish false prophet… Elymas the magician” (Acts 13:6), was struck blind by the Apostle Paul, who filled with the Holy Spirit denounced him, saying with every word measured:

O full of all guile, and of all deceit, child of the devil, enemy of all justice, thou ceasest not to pervert the right ways of the Lord. (Acts 13:10)

Elymas portrays a prototype Gnostic, one who wilfully deals in “knowledge falsely so called” (1 Tim 6:20 ψευδωνυμου γνωσεως).

Not long after Elymas and Simon Magus, Gnosticism proliferated.19 In his day, Valentinus of Alexandria (d.180) was the best known ‘Christian’ Gnostic. This term is oxymoronic. Valentinus’ teaching is not Christian. His so-called Gospel of Truth is at war with truth, filled with confusion over the Father and Son, having disdain for creation and matter, involving satanic fancies about demons. Valentinus’ Gnosticism is easily discoverable but few know he was “presumably of Jewish descent”.20

Valentinus is obscure in comparison to Arius (d.336) — the most famous heresiarch of the first millennium. With demonic guile, the priest Arius adamantly denied Jesus’ Divinity, supporting his arguments with misunderstood citations from the OT.21 His unbending determination to degrade Jesus never made sense to me, until I read Arius, like Valentinus, was of Jewish heritage.22

A historian in search of truth, St John Henry Newman, found Judaism to be a direct and indirect cause of multiple heresies which battered the early Church.23 This explains the vigorous preaching of St John Chrysostom (♱407), as also of St Bernard of Clairvaux (♱1153) and much else in Church history falsely labelled antisemitic.

St John Chrysostom is supposedly antisemitic for robustly defending his flock against Judaizing, that is, from embracing errors which would lead his spiritual children to hell. In truth, he was inflamed with love for souls. Therefore, he was right to forbid Christians from participating in Jewish feasts, for by attending them they would imply Jesus was not the Messiah.

As Judaizers provoked the imperishable homilies of the golden-mouthed St John, so Gnosticism and Arianism occasioned early Church Councils which produced the Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed. This is the most masterly symbol of our Faith, securing souls ever since in truth, while stripping the heretics of credibility among Christians. The attacks on the Faith resulted in glorious, enduring and precise expressions of the Faith.

The enemies of Christ would have to find other ways to assault truth. They did, yet with similar results.

The Reformation and Trent

The Renaissance is not what we are told. Born from it, the anti-doctrinal programme of the Reformation shares its dark roots in Jewish magic, Kabbalah.24 The Jewish writer Josué Jéhouda pertinently recounts how scholars in the fifteenth century would meet at the princely house of the nobleman and philosopher, Pico de Mirandola.

The discovery of the Jewish Kabbalah, which [Pico then] imparted to various enlightened Christians contributed far more than the return to Greek sources to the extraordinary spiritual blossoming which is known as the Renaissance. About half a century later, the rehabilitation of the Talmud was to lead to the Reformation… Pico de Mirandola had understood that the indispensable purification [that is, corruption] of Christian dogma could only be effected after a profound study of the authentic Jewish Kabbalah.25

Worldly Christians took their lead not from Christ but from His enemies. Clerics infatuated with fashion and nobility were seduced. Kabbalah, aimed at tapping divinity for a universal transformation of mankind, promises power through occult arts of divination, not holiness; or of dominating the divine, not surrendering to it. Similarly, the esoteric art of gematria imposes numerical codes on the Hebrew text of the Torah to draw out secrets, effectively ceding a power of free interpretation to the reader. In contrast, traditional Christian hermeneutics allow biblical numerology only in so far as it is subordinate to doctrine established by rational study and inspiration. Rabbinic gematria, assigning false powers to the letter, fathered the Protestant error of sola scriptura. In like vein today, increasing computing power is inflaming fascination with the absurd ‘Bible Code’ among certain Protestants. This is not how to study the Scriptures.

Martin Luther is famous for the bile he poured forth against Jews. But he did not start this way.26 At the beginning of his rebellion, studying the Talmud and gaining kabbalistic teachings from Johann Reuchlin, he was enamoured of the Hebrews and hoped to find allies among them against Rome. His rebellion could never have succeeded on the merits of his theological raft (Lutheranism makes no sense). But he carved out a massive space thanks to the sponsorship of ambitious German princes, political actors willing to collaborate in order to repeal the old order and assert themselves as regional rulers. Who financed their forces? Jews had long been involved in running the finances of the mighty Teutonic Order and, until its suppression, the Knights Templar. Would these Jews now support the anti-Catholic Reformation?

[I]t is beyond question, as a Jewish historian says, that the first leaders of the Protestant sects were called semi-Judaei, or half-Jews, in all parts of Europe, and that men of Jewish descent were as conspicuous among them as they had been among the Gnostics and would later be among the Communists.27

The respected Jewish historian Cecil Roth recounts that certain Marrano Jews (reluctant or insincere converts to Christianity), kept their judaic religious identity hidden over generations, for they were weary of the disadvantages it incurred in Christendom.

Marranism’s… essential characteristic is that it was a clandestine faith passed down from father to son. One of the reasons put forward to justify the expulsion of the Jews from England in 1290 was that they seduced newly-made converts and made them return to the ‘vomit of Judaism’. Jewish chroniclers add that many children were seized and sent to the north of the land, where they continued for a long time to practise their former religion. It is owing to this fact, reports one of them, that the English accepted the Reformation so easily; it also explains their preference for Biblical names and certain dietetic peculiarities which are preserved in Scotland. This version is not so improbable as would seem at first sight, and constitutes an interesting example of how… crypto-Jewry can appear in places which seem obviously so little suited to it.28
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