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To my mom and dad, who loved me unconditionally and always had cable.

And to Porter, for whom I promise to do the same. (C.M.)

To Gabriela, for everything.

And to Oliver, who isn’t
allowed to read this until he’s eighteen. (R.T.)
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BIG DADDY KANE is a Brooklyn-born rapper whose 1988 debut album was Long Live the Kane.

MICHAEL IAN BLACK is a member of the State, the first comedy troupe with their own MTV series. He has starred in the TV shows Ed, Viva Variety, Stella, and Michael & Michael Have Issues, and the film Wet Hot American Summer.
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BOY GEORGE is the lead singer of Culture Club.

DALE BOZZIO became famous as the lead singer of the 1980s pop/new wave band Missing Persons.

GEORGE BRADT worked at MTV from 1983 to 1988 as research analyst, supervisor of music scheduling, and associate producer, and later cofounded Kinetic Records.
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CINDY CRAWFORD is a model and an entrepreneur, as well as the first host of MTV’s House of Style.
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PAUL DEAN has been the guitarist in Loverboy since 1978.
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HOWIE DEUTCH has directed feature films including Pretty in Pink, Some Kind of Wonderful, and The Replacements, plus music videos.
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JOHN DIAZ is a music-video, television, and concert producer.

NIGEL DICK is a music-video and film director whose credits include Guns N’ Roses’ “Welcome to the Jungle” and Britney Spears’s “…Baby One More Time.” He was a cofounder of Propaganda Films.

BRUCE DICKINSON was a product manager at Columbia Records in the early ’80s and has worked in many different departments for a number of record labels.

TONY DiSANTO is a television producer who got his start as an intern at MTV in 1987. Later, as MTV’s president of programming, he was responsible for the hit reality programs The Hills and Jersey Shore.

THOMAS DOLBY is a musician and producer best known for his 1982 hit “She Blinded Me with Science.”

PETER DOUGHERTY joined MTV as a freelance production assistant, cocreated Yo ! MTV Raps, and worked as creative director of MTV Europe.

ADAM DUBIN directed the Metallica documentary A Year and a Half in the Life of Metallica and codirected two Beastie Boys videos.

KAREN DUFFY joined MTV as a VJ in 1991. She has modeled for Revlon and wrote a book, Model Patient: My Life as an Incurable Wiseass, about her struggle with sarcoidosis.

MICHAEL DUGAN has written for Remote Control, Beavis and Butt-head, The Jon Stewart Show, The Tom Green Show, and many other TV comedies.

JONATHAN ELIAS wrote the MTV “Moon Landing” theme and produced Duran Duran’s 1988 album Big Ting.

JOE ELLIOTT is the singer for Def Leppard. The Sheffield, England–based band has sold more than 35 million albums in the U.S.

LEN EPAND was a video production executive for PolyGram Records.

EVERLAST wrote and rapped on House of Pain’s 1992 hit “Jump Around” and made three albums with the group.

FAB 5 FREDDY is a graffiti artist, filmmaker, hip-hop pioneer, and the original host of Yo! MTV Raps.

SIOBHAN FAHEY is a founding member of the 1980s British trio Bananarama and later started the band Shakespear’s Sister.

VALERIE FARIS and Jonathan Dayton codirected MTV’s The Cutting Edge, many music videos, and the 2006 film Little Miss Sunshine, which won two Academy Awards.

TIM FARRISS plays guitar with INXS, whose sixth album, Kick, was a worldwide blockbuster, selling six million copies in the U.S. and earning five Video Music Awards, including Best Video.

MARK FENSKE wrote and directed commercials and music videos, including Van Halen’s “Right Now,” and is a professor at Virginia Commonwealth University.

SIMON FIELDS is a music-video, TV, and movie producer. He was a cofounder of Limelight Productions and is currently a partner at JLE/Nuyorican Productions.

AMY FINNERTY was a music programming executive at MTV from 1989 to 2000.

PAUL FLATTERY was an English music-video producer who worked for Jon Rose-man before cofounding his own production firm with Bruce Gowers and Simon Fields.

FLEA is the cofounder and bassist for Red Hot Chili Peppers.

WISH FOLEY was a regular on the 1970s TV series Family and later played Alice in Tom Petty’s “Don’t Come Around Here No More” video.

TOM FRESTON was the CEO of MTV Networks from 1987 to 2006. Hired in March 1980, he was MTV’s first head of marketing. He runs Firefly3, a media investment and consulting company whose clients include Oprah Winfrey, Vice Media, and Tolo TV in Afghanistan. He is the chairman of the ONE campaign, an antipoverty advocacy group.

BOBBY FRIEDMAN was a member of the original MTV team and rose to senior vice president of marketing. He held a number of senior executive positions at AOL Time Warner, and was cochairman of New Line Cinema. He is currently president of @radical media, which released the Academy Award–winning film The Fog of War and the Grammy Award–winning Concert for George.

GUY FURROW was a contest winner on MTV’s “Cruise to Nowhere” with Mötley Crüe. Known as Miss Guy, he’s the singer of the Toilet Boys, a New York band.

MAGNE FURUHOLMEN is the keyboard player in a-ha, and a cowriter of “Take on Me.” He is also a visual artist who works with paint, glass, etchings, and woodcuts.

MARTIN FRY and his group ABC had five Top 40 hits in the U.S. between 1981 and 1990.

JOEL GALLEN is an Emmy-winning television producer who produced MTV’s Video Music Awards and Unplugged.

PATTI GALLUZZI joined MTV in 1988 and rose to senior vice president of music and talent.

LES GARLAND, a former radio programmer and record executive, was the executive vice president of programming for MTV from 1982 to 1987. He currently owns a media consultancy firm, AfterPlay Entertainment.

BOB GELDOF fronted the Boomtown Rats, starred in The Wall, and was the impetus behind “Do They Know It’s Christmas?” and Live Aid.

BETSY LYNN GEORGE was Devon, the tempting teen in Billy Idol’s “Cradle of Love.” She was also seen in Deep Purple’s “King of Dreams,” TV shows including Wild Palms, and movies including Point Break. She lives in Pennsylvania and teaches yoga.

GERARDO is a Latin rapper/singer who had a Top 10 hit in 1991 with “Rico Suave.”

GARY GERSH is a music-industry executive who signed Nirvana to Geffen Records. He later comanaged Nirvana, and currently manages John Legend and Soundgarden.

MARK GHUNEIM did video promotion for Beggars Banquet/4AD and for Columbia Records. He’s the founder and CEO of the marketing agency Wiredset.

BILLY GIBBONS sings and plays guitar in ZZ Top.

DEBBIE GIBSON is a singer whose 1987 debut album, Out of the Blue, released when she was seventeen, produced four Top 5 singles.

MAK GILCHRIST is a British model who appeared in Robert Palmer’s “Addicted to Love” video.

KEVIN GILL was a director, producer, and stage manager at MTV from 1983 to 1988. He has since worked for Nickelodeon, CNBC, and The Walt Disney Company, and directed soap operas, including General Hospital and All My Children.

BOB GIRALDI has directed short films, award-winning TV ads, and videos, including Michael Jackson’s “Beat It,” Pat Benatar’s “Love Is a Battlefield,” and Lionel Richie’s “Hello.”

NEIL “SPYDER” GIRALDO is Pat Benatar’s guitarist, producer, and husband.

COREY GLOVER has been the lead singer in Living Colour since 1986.

KEVIN GODLEY was a member of the 1970s rock group 10cc and later worked as a music-video director, usually in partnership with Lol Creme.

GREG GOLD is a producer and director. He was a cofounder of Propaganda Films.

JULIAN GOLDBERG was an executive producer at MTV from 1981 to 1987.

DOUG GOLDSTEIN was the tour manager for Guns N’ Roses from 1986 through 1989, then managed the band from 1989 to 2003.

MARK GOODMAN was one of the five original MTV VJs. He currently hosts a variety of shows on Sirius XM Radio.

BRUCE GOWERS is a music-video and television director whose clip for Queen’s “Bohemian Rhapsody,” in 1975, is often considered the most influential pre-MTV music video.

CAMILLE GRAMMER was a dancer on Club MTV. She later posed for Playboy, married (and divorced) actor Kelsey Grammer, and starred on the Real Housewives of Beverly Hills.

BRIAN GRANT is a music-video and television director and producer. He was the cofounder of MGMM Productions, with Scott Millaney, Russell Mulcahy, and David Mallet.

CEE LO GREEN has been a solo artist, a member of Gnarls Barkley, a member of Goodie Mob, and a coach on NBC’s The Voice.

PAULA GREIF is a music-video and commercial director.

MEG GRIFFIN has been a radio DJ since 1975 and was briefly an MTV VJ. She currently hosts several shows on Sirius XM.

EDD GRILES was an advertising art director and creative director of the National Hockey League before directing hit videos for Cyndi Lauper (“Girls Just Want to Have Fun” and “Time After Time”), Huey Lewis (“The Heart of Rock & Roll,” “If This Is It,” “Stuck with You”), and Eddie Murphy (“Party All the Time”). He produced the first two VMAs, the first ESPY Awards for ESPN, and the Miss Universe, Miss USA, and Miss Teen USA shows, among many TV and film credits.

DAVE GROHL was the drummer for Nirvana and started his own band, Foo Fighters, in 1994.

ALLEN GRUBMAN is an entertainment industry lawyer.

SAMMY HAGAR recorded eight solo albums before joining Van Halen in 1986.

ARSENIO HALL is an actor, comedian, and former host of The Arsenio Hall Show, which ran from 1989 to 1994. He hosted the Video Music Awards from 1988 to 1991.

DARYL HALL is a cofounder of the duo Hall & Oates, which has sold more than 60 million albums. He created and hosts the Web series Live from Daryl’s House.

HERBIE HANCOCK is a jazz pianist and composer. The video for his hip-hop song “Rockit,” directed by Godley and Creme, won five Moonmen at the inaugural Video Music Awards in 1984.

JERRY HARRISON played guitar and keyboards in Talking Heads.

DEBBIE HARRY is the lead singer of Blondie, who released the first-ever album-length music video, Eat to the Beat, in 1979.

COLIN HAY is an Australian recording artist. He’s best known as the singer for the 1980s band Men at Work.

GREG HAYMES is lead singer of Blotto, under the name Sergeant Blotto. Their “I Wanna Be a Lifeguard” video was an early MTV staple.

CAROLYNE HELDMAN was an MTV VJ from 1986 to 1988. She is currently the program director of Aspen Public Radio.

LIZ HELLER was a video promotion executive for MCA Records.

DOUG HERZOG is the president of MTV Networks Entertainment Group. He joined MTV in 1984 as director of news.

SUSANNA HOFFS is a singer/guitarist for the band the Bangles.

DAVE HOLMES is a comic and writer who joined MTV after placing second in the 1998 “Wanna Be a VJ” contest.

PETER HOOK played bass for Joy Division and New Order.

TREVOR HORN is a record producer, a cofounder of the ZTT record label, and bassist/singer for the Buggles, the first band ever shown on MTV.

ADAM HOROVITZ, also known as Ad-Rock, is a member of the hip-hop group the Beastie Boys.

ALAN HUNTER was one of the original five VJs on MTV, starting in 1981.

TOM HUNTER joined MTV in 1987 as the vice president of music programming. He went on to become the president of MTV Latin America.

TIMOTHY HUTTON won an Academy Award at the age of twenty for his role in Ordinary People. He has starred in many films, plays, and TV shows, and his career as a director includes music videos for the Cars and Don Henley.

SCOTT IAN is the guitarist and main lyricist in Anthrax and is married to Meat Loaf’s daughter.

BILLY IDOL has had many hits, including “Dancing with Myself,” “Rebel Yell,” and “White Wedding.”

STEVE ISAACS was a VJ on MTV from 1991 to 1993. He is the creative director at BLT & Associates.

CHRIS ISAAK released his first album in 1985, had his own TV shows on Showtime and Biography, and appeared in the films Married to the Mob and The Silence of the Lambs, among others.

WAYNE ISAAK worked at A&M Records from 1982 to 1994 and held the title executive vice president of East Coast ops and publicity.

WAYNE ISHAM is a director whose run of hit videos began in 1985 with Mötley Crüe’s “Home Sweet Home” and includes Bon Jovi’s “Living on a Prayer,” Metallica’s “Enter Sandman,” and the Backstreet Boys’ “I Want It That Way.”

JANET JACKSON has sold more than 100 million records worldwide. Her hits include “Escapade,” “Miss You Much,” “Nasty,” and “When I Think of You.”

JOE JACKSON is an English singer-songwriter whose MTV hits include “Steppin’ Out.”

BOB JASON began producing music videos in 1983, and worked with directors Gus Van Sant, Larry Clark, and Roman Coppola. He now produces independent films, including John Waters’s Dirty Shame and Amy Redford’s The Guitar.

KURT JEFFERIS of Phoenixville, Pennsylvania, won MTV’s “Lost Weekend with Van Halen” contest in 1984.

BILLY JOEL is a singer, songwriter, and pianist. He ranks as the sixth best-selling recording artist of all time, with more than 79 million albums sold in the U.S.

STEPHEN R. JOHNSON is a music-video and television director. His video for Peter Gabriel’s “Sledgehammer” won nine Video Music Awards in 1987, a record that still stands. Johnson directed the first season of the children’s TV show Pee-wee’s Playhouse.

HOWARD JONES had many ’80s hits, including “Things Can Only Get Better,” “No One Is to Blame,” and “What Is Love?”

MICK JONES sang and played guitar in the Clash and later formed the band Big Audio Dynamite.

TRACEY JORDAN was vice president of music programming and talent development at MTV from 1992 to 1994. She has worked at Motown and Arista Records and works as a consultant with Aretha Franklin and ABKCO Records.

ROB KAHANE managed George Michael from 1986 to 1992.

SAM KAISER was vice president of programming for MTV from 1986 to 1988. He owns a music consultancy firm, MVP Entertainment.

JOHN KALODNER was an A&R executive for Atlantic Records and Geffen Records. He signed Foreigner and Phil Collins to Atlantic, and Whitesnake, Cher, and Aerosmith to Geffen.

SCOTT KALVERT is a director and producer of music videos and movies.

BARBARA KANOWITZ was a senior producer and director at MTV for seven years, the start of a TV career that includes commercials, and work for Comedy Central, Teen-Nick, and NickMom.

DAVE KENDALL is a British-born journalist who hosted 120 Minutes for many years.

JEANA TOMASINA KEOUGH was the November 1980 Playboy playmate. She is featured in three ZZ Top videos, was a Real Housewives of Orange County cast member, and is a real-estate broker in California.

KEVIN KERSLAKE has directed videos for Nirvana, Green Day, R.E.M., the Red Hot Chili Peppers, and others, as well as TV shows, short films, commercials, and documentaries about surfing, EDM culture, and the Ramones.

ALEK KESHISHIAN directed the 1991 Madonna documentary, Truth or Dare. He made four videos for Bobby Brown, including “My Prerogrative” and “Every Little Step.”

TAWNY KITAEN is an actress who starred alongside Tom Hanks in Bachelor Party, then rose to fame with a string of gyrating appearances in hit videos for the band Whitesnake. She was married to the group’s singer, David Coverdale, from 1989 to 1991.

MICK KLEBER ran the video department at Capitol Records between 1980 and 1993.

JANET KLEINBAUM is the senior vice president of video and DVD production for Jive Records.

DANIEL KLEINMAN is a British music-video and commercial director.

ABBEY KONOWITCH was MTV’s senior VP of music and talent from 1988 to 1992. He has worked as a record executive at Arista Records, Maverick Records, and Hollywood Records.

KOOL MOE DEE was the first rapper to perform at the Grammys. His hits include “How Ya Like Me Now” and “Wild Wild West.”

LENNY KRAVITZ is a Grammy Award–winning singer, songwriter, and guitarist. His debut 1989 video, “Let Love Rule,” was directed by his then-wife, Cosby Show star Lisa Bonet.

RICK KRIM joined MTV in 1982, tasked with filing Les Garland’s expense reports. He eventually worked his way up to vice president of music and talent. He is currently the executive vice president of music and talent programming at VH1.

JOHN LACK was the executive vice president of the Warner Amex Satellite Entertainment Company, or WASEC. It was Lack who came up with the idea for MTV. He served as an executive vice president at ESPN and is currently the chief partner at FireMedia Partners, a digital media company.

LADY GAGA is a singer and songwriter whose second album, Born This Way, debuted at number one on the Billboard album charts with first week sales of 1.1 million copies.

MARY LAMBERT directed the Madonna videos “Borderline,” “Material Girl,” “Like a Virgin,” and “Like a Prayer.” She is currently a film director.

JON LANDAU manages Bruce Springsteen.

JOHN LANDIS is a film director whose credits include National Lampoon’s Animal House and Trading Places. His video for Michael Jackson’s “Thriller” was the first music video inducted into the National Film Registry.

JANI LANE was Warrant’s singer during their heyday, when they had five number-one videos on MTV. Lane died from alcohol poisoning in August 2011. He was forty-seven.

CYNDI LAUPER won Best Female Video at the first VMAs for “Girls Just Want to Have Fun” and has sold more than thirty million albums in her unusual career.

SIMON LE BON is a former child actor and the front man in Duran Duran.

TOMMY LEE plays drums in Mötley Crüe. He married Heather Locklear in 1986 and after their divorce dated Bobbie Brown.

HARVEY LEEDS was the national director of video promotion for Epic Records. He currently runs Headquarters Media, a management and consulting company.

STEVE LEEDS was head of on-air talent for MTV from 1987 to 1990. He is currently the vice president of talent and industry affairs at Sirius XM Radio.

ANNIE LENNOX is a Grammy Award–winning singer who performed with Dave Stewart in the 1980s duo Eurythmics.

DON LETTS directed videos for the Clash and Musical Youth and has made several films, including Punk: Attitude and The Punk Rock Movie.

ADAM LEVINE is Maroon 5’s singer and a costar of NBC’s The Voice.

HUEY LEWIS is the leader of Huey Lewis and the News. They performed “I Want a New Drug” at the first MTV Video Music Awards in 1984.

PAM LEWIS was national media director at Warner Amex Satellite from 1980 to 1984. She later comanaged Garth Brooks, from the start of his career to the peak of his superstardom, as well as Trisha Yearwood.

GARY LIEBERTHAL is a TV executive and the former chairman and CEO of Columbia Pictures Television.

DEBBIE LIEBLING was a producer at MTV, then worked at Comedy Central, where she executive-produced South Park; at 20th Century Fox, where she oversaw Borat and Dodgeball as executive vice president of production; and as president of production at Universal Pictures, where she oversaw Bridesmaids.

LIMAHL was seen on MTV with Kajagoogoo (“Too Shy”) and as a solo artist. His “Love in Your Eyes” video was directed by Russell Mulcahy.

PERRI LISTER is an English dancer and choreographer. She has appeared in music videos for Def Leppard, Duran Duran, and former boyfriend Billy Idol.

GEORGE LOIS is a legendary advertising executive who may or may not have created the phrase “I Want My MTV.”

ROBERT LOMBARD is a Hollywood producer who worked with Van Halen and Fleetwood Mac and cast many soft-core porn films.

COURTNEY LOVE is the leader of the band Hole. She is the widow of the late Nirvana singer-songwriter Kurt Cobain.

ED LOVER cohosted the weekday Yo! MTV Raps with Dr. Dre and blogs at cmonson online.com.

STEVE LUKATHER is the lead guitarist for the band Toto.

MONICA LYNCH worked as a go-go dancer before rising to the presidency of the rap label Tommy Boy Records.

ANNE-MARIE MACKAY was the head of music video at Propaganda Films. She is now executive director/chief creative officer at the media production company Wondros.

MATT MAHURIN is an illustrator, photographer, and director who has worked with U2, Metallica, Peter Gabriel, and R.E.M.

DAVID MALLET is a British director who has worked extensively with David Bowie, as well as Queen, Def Leppard, Billy Idol, Scorpions, and INXS.

AIMEE MANN and her band ’Til Tuesday won Best New Artist at the 1985 Video Music Awards. She has been a solo artist since 1993.

MICHAEL MANN was executive producer of the TV series Miami Vice. He directed the films Heat, The Insider, and Collateral.

KIM MARLOWE manages Fab Morvan, formerly of Milli Vanilli.

LIONEL MARTIN cohosted Video Music Box, one of the first TV shows to feature rap videos, and as a director worked with Public Enemy, Bobby Brown, and Whitney Houston, among others.

CURT MARVIS was a partner with Wayne Isham in the music-video production company The Company. He is currently the president of digital media at Lionsgate Entertainment.

RICHARD MARX released seven consecutive Top 5 singles between 1987 and 1990.

LEE MASTERS, born Jarl Mohn, was the general manager of MTV from 1986 to 1989. He founded E! Entertainment Television in 1990 and is currently an investor in a number of broadcast, cable programming, and Internet companies.

MC HAMMER recorded the hits “U Can’t Touch This,” “Pray,” and “Too Legit to Quit.” Please Hammer, Don’t Hurt ’Em was the first rap album to sell 10 million copies.

RON McCARRELL was vice president of marketing at Epic, Portrait, and CBS Associated Labels, then worked at Capitol and Windham Hill. He later launched record labels for the House of Blues and for the World Wrestling Federation.

BETH McCARTHY was a director at MTV whose credits include Nirvana Unplugged. She directed Saturday Night Live from 1995 to 2006 and frequently directs the comedy series 30 Rock.

DOC McGHEE managed Bon Jovi, Mötley Crüe, Scorpions, and Skid Row at the height of each band’s career.

JUDY McGRATH began as a copywriter at MTV in November 1981. She was appointed chairman/CEO of MTV Networks in 2004 and stepped down from the post in May 2011.

PAUL McGUINNESS has managed U2 since 1978.

MEAT LOAF is a singer and actor. His 1977 album Bat Out of Hell has sold an estimated 43 million copies worldwide.

RIC MENELLO directed LL Cool J’s “Going Back to Cali” and codirected (and had cameos in) Beastie Boys’ “Fight for Your Right” and “No Sleep Till Brooklyn.”

PETER MENSCH is the cofounder of Q Prime Management.

BOB MERLIS was senior vice president of worldwide corporate communications at Warner Bros. Records, where he worked for twenty-nine years.

MARK METCALF is an actor best known for his role as Doug Neidermeyer in National Lampoon’s Animal House, a part he reprised in two Twisted Sister videos, “We’re Not Gonna Take It” and “I Wanna Rock.”

GEORGE MICHAEL has sold more than 100 million records worldwide, and received a Video Vanguard Award from MTV in 1989.

BRET MICHAELS is the singer for the hard rock band Poison. He starred in three seasons of the VH1 reality show Rock of Love.

JEAN-BAPTISTE MONDINO is a French-born fashion photographer and video director who has worked with Madonna, Don Henley, David Bowie, Prince, Sting, Björk, and Bryan Ferry.

TOM MOHLER comanaged Billy Squier and later managed Poison.

ANDY MORAHAN is a British music-video and commercial director. He directed George Michael’s “Faith” and Guns N’ Roses’ “November Rain,” among many clips.

ROBERT MORTON served as creative director of MTV prior to the network’s launch. He was the longtime executive producer of David Letterman’s late-night talk show.

FAB MORVAN was born in Paris and lived in Munich when he met Rob Pilatus. The two performed as Milli Vanilli, one of the biggest pop acts of the late ’80s.

MARK MOTHERSBAUGH is a cofounder of Devo, who were early adopters of music video. He has scored many TV shows and movies.

TOMMY MOTTOLA managed Hall & Oates, became president of CBS Records in 1988 and chairman and CEO of Sony Music five years later.

RUSSELL MULCAHY is an Australian film and TV director. His exotic trilogy of videos for Duran Duran—“Hungry Like the Wolf,” “Rio,” and “Save a Prayer”—propelled the band to worldwide stardom. He has directed several episodes of MTV’s original series Teen Wolf.

SOPHIE MULLER directed many videos for Eurythmics and also worked with Sinead O’Connor.

JONATHAN MURRAY is a television producer and cocreator, along with the late Mary-Ellis Bunim, of MTV’s The Real World. Among the reality programs that Bunim/ Murray Productions cocreated or executive produced are Road Rules, Making the Band, Fox’s The Simple Life, and all the Kardashian series on E!

DAVE MUSTAINE is the founder of the heavy metal band Megadeth.

JOAN MYERS was an assistant to MTV vice president of programming Les Garland. She is currently the owner of the public relations and marketing firm Myers Media.

DAVE NAVARRO plays guitar in Jane’s Addiction, whose “Been Caught Stealing” was a highlight of MTV’s 1990 playlists.

MICHAEL NESMITH became a music and TV star in the 1960s with the Monkees and made his first music video, “Rio,” in 1977. He created the Pop Clips TV show, which fueled the origins of MTV.

ALLEN NEWMAN is a TV director and producer who has worked for ABC, NBC, PBS, BBC, HBO, and NHK. He began his career at MTV and worked there from 1981 to 1987.

DEBBIE NEWMAN was Columbia Records’ first video production executive. She is currently a music industry consultant.

TIM NEWMAN won the award for best direction for ZZ Top’s “Sharp Dressed Man” at the first VMAs in 1984 and also directed Lou Reed and Huey Lewis & the News.

OLIVIA NEWTON-JOHN played Sandy in the 1978 film Grease and landed on MTV with her video for “Physical,” a song that was banned on some radio stations.

STEVIE NICKS has had many hit records, as a solo artist and with Fleetwood Mac, starting in 1977.

ERIC NIES gained fame as a cast member on the first season of The Real World. He later hosted MTV’s dance show The Grind.

ALAN NIVEN is a New Zealand–born songwriter and producer who managed Guns N’ Roses between 1986 and 1991 and Great White from 1982 to 1995.

TERRI NUNN fronted the LA band Berlin.

CONAN O’BRIEN hosted The Tonight Show for seven months and now stars in the TBS talk show Conan.

SINEAD O’CONNOR is an Irish singer and songwriter. She won a Best Video Award at the 1990 VMAs for “Nothing Compares 2 U,” the first time a woman won that category.

SHARON ORECK is the author of Video Slut, a memoir of her adventures in the 1980s as a music-video producer and executive.

STEPHEN PEARCY sings with the LA hard rock band Ratt, whose “Back for More” video was the MTV debut of Tawny Kitaen.

DANIEL PEARL is a director of photography who has worked on feature films (1974’s The Texas Chainsaw Massacre), commercials, and music videos, including the Police’s “Every Breath You Take,” U2’s “With or Without You,” and Guns N’ Roses’ “November Rain.”

MARK PELLINGTON started at MTV as an intern, worked in the on-air promotions department, and after leaving the network directed Pearl Jam’s “Jeremy,” which won four VMAs. He has directed and produced feature films, short films, documentaries, and TV shows.

RAQUEL PENA is a Spanish–West Indian model featured in Bryan Adams’s “Cuts Like a Knife” and Michael Jackson’s “Billie Jean.”

PEPA COFOUNDED the rap group Salt-N-Pepa, who appeared on the first episode of House of Style. She met rapper Treach at MTV’s 1991 Spring Break and later married him.

VICKI PETERSON is a guitarist/singer with the band the Bangles.

TOM PETTY is a singer, songwriter, and guitarist who, along with his band the Heartbreakers, was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2002.

CHYNNA PHILLIPS is one-third of the vocal group Wilson Phillips.

RANDY PHILLIPS is the CEO of the live entertainment company AEG Live. He has managed acts including Rod Stewart, Lionel Richie, and Guns N’ Roses.

BOB PITTMAN is one of the founders of MTV. He led the network from its inception until his departure in 1987. Pittman was the first CEO of MTV Networks. He has served as president of American Online and as COO of AOL Time Warner. He is cofounder of the Pilot Group, a private investment firm, and is currently CEO of Clear Channel Communications.

DALE PON is an advertising executive and one of the creators of the “I Want My MTV” ad campaign.

KEVIN POWELL got into a wicked fight with Julie during season one of The Real World. He is now a political activist and author.

COLIN QUINN was the cigarette-voiced sidekick on three seasons of MTV’s Remote Control. He later joined Saturday Night Live, where he hosted Weekend Update, and hosted Tough Crowd with Colin Quinn on Comedy Central.

MARTHA QUINN was the last of the five original VJs hired by MTV. She hosts a daily show on Sirius XM Radio’s ’80s on 8 station.

CHIP RACHLIN joined MTV in 1982 as director of acquistions. He is now the president of Rachlin Entertainment.

RIKI RACHTMAN owned the Cat Club, an LA metal venue, and began hosting Headbangers Ball in 1990 after being recommended to MTV by his friend Axl Rose.

VERNON REID is the guitarist and primary songwriter in Living Colour, whose “Cult of Personality” won three awards at the 1989 VMAs.

MARC REITER is a manager at Q Prime. He was a product manager at Epic Records, where he worked with Pearl Jam.

MIKE RENO is the singer in Loverboy, whose hits include “Turn Me Loose” and “Working for the Weekend.”

NICK RHODES is the keyboard player in Duran Duran and was an early advocate of men wearing mascara.

LIONEL RICHIE is a top-selling singer, songwriter, and musician. His 1983 album Can’t Slow Down, featuring the singles “All Night Long” and “Hello,” won the Grammy for Album of the Year.

LEE RITENOUR is a Grammy-winning jazz guitarist. Two of his videos were shown on the first day of MTV, but rarely thereafter.

JULIANA ROBERTS is a music-video, film, and TV producer. She was a producer for Propaganda Films’ hard rock division, The Foundry.

DAVID ROBINSON plays drums in the Cars, who won Video of the Year at the first VMAs. He owns an art gallery and is a jewelry maker.

JAMES D. ROBINSON III was the CEO of American Express Co. from 1977 until his retirement in 1993.

JON ROSEMAN was the founder of Jon Roseman Productions. Among the videos he produced are Queen’s “Bohemian Rhapsody” and Eurythmics’ “Sweet Dreams (Are Made of This).”

LIZ ROSENBERG has been Madonna’s press agent since 1982 and was a senior vice president at Warner Bros. Records, where she worked for thirty-nine years.

EDDIE ROSENBLATT was the CEO of Geffen Records.

CAROL ROSENSTEIN is a music-video and television producer.

MICHAEL ROSS cofounded the LA hip-hop label Delicious Vinyl in 1987 and released records by Tone-Lōc and Young MC.

JORDAN ROST was hired as vice president of research at WASEC, making him the company’s first department head, and later became vice president of sales. He then spent sixteen years at the Warner Music Group, as senior vice president of marketing and new technology, and is now a consultant.

RICK RUBIN cofounded Def Jam Records as a college student and has produced music by LL Cool J, Beastie Boys, Run-DMC, Johnny Cash, and Red Hot Chili Peppers.

TODD RUNDGREN has been writing, singing, and producing hit songs since the late 1960s. He tried to launch a music-video network before MTV.

DONNA RUPERT placed second in the Miss Canada 1981 pageant, modeled for the Wilhelmina agency, and played the teacher in Van Halen’s “Hot for Teacher.”

SALT cofounded the rap group Salt-N-Pepa, who appeared on the first episode of House of Style.

RICHIE SAMBORA is the longtime lead guitarist of Bon Jovi.

DEBBIE SAMUELSON was a music-video promotion and production executive for Columbia Records.

JOHN SAYLES directed three Bruce Springsteen videos and has made sixteen feature films, including The Return of the Secaucus 7, Eight Men Out, and Lone Star.

SCARFACE is a hip-hop artist and a former member of the pioneering gangsta-rap group the Geto Boys.

RUDOLF SCHENKER is a guitarist and founding member of Scorpions, Germany’s best-selling heavy metal band.

RICHARD SCHENKMAN is a writer/director/producer who joined the program services department of MTV in February 1981.

FRED SCHNEIDER and the B-52s won two VMAs in 1990 for “Love Shack.”

JACK SCHNEIDER had a long career as chief of the CBS Broadcast Group before becoming the original president and CEO of WASEC. Schneider left the company in 1984 and later served as the managing director of the investment firm Allen & Co.

STEVE SCHNUR began his career as an intern for Les Garland in the programming department of MTV. He is currently worldwide executive of music and marketing for videogame developer Electronic Arts.

MIKE SCORE worked as a hairdresser before singing and playing the synthesizer in the British foursome A Flock of Seagulls.

KEVIN SEAL was a college student when MTV hired him as a VJ in 1987. He left the network in 1991 and is now a stay-at-home dad and handyman who does voice-over work for radio ads.

DENNIS SEATON sang with the young Jamaican group Musical Youth. Their hit “Pass the Dutchie” was the first reggae song on MTV.

FRED SEIBERT was Bob Pittman’s first hire at The Movie Channel, in May 1980, and was MTV’s head of program services at its launch. He oversaw the design of the MTV logo and the creation of the “I Want My MTV” ad campaign. He is the founder of Frederator Studios, which makes cartoons for TV, movies, and the Internet.

DOMINIC SENA is a music-video and film director. He was a cofounder of Propaganda Films.

ANDY SETOS began at WASEC as vice president, engineering, and was promoted to senior vice president at Viacom. He is now president, engineering, at the Fox Group’s television and film operations.

BRIAN SETZER and the Stray Cats were one of the first bands to become stars from MTV airplay.

SHOCK G is the mastermind of rap group Digital Underground, whose 1990 debut was Sex Packets.

HANK SHOCKLEE is a music producer and former Def Jam executive who was integral to the creation of Public Enemy’s sound and videos.

PAULY SHORE joined MTV in 1989 and was soon hosting his own show, Totally Pauly. His first starring film role was in Encino Man, a surprise hit that grossed more than $40 million.

JONI SIGHVATSSON is a movie producer and a cofounder of Propaganda Films.

SUSAN SILVERMAN was a video production executive for Warner Bros. Records.

TARSEM SINGH grew up in India and moved to the U.S. at the age of twenty-four. He has directed commercials, R.E.M.’s “Losing My Religion” video, and the feature films The Cell and The Fall.

SIR MIX-A-LOT is a Seattle-based rapper best known for his 1992 number one hit “Baby Got Back.” He likes big butts.

DAVE SIRULNICK is currently the executive vice president of news and production for MTV, overseeing the news and docs department, as well as studio-based programming and event productions. Sirulnick joined MTV in 1987 as a news producer.

NIKKI SIXX plays bass and writes songs for Mötley Crüe and published a best-selling memoir, The Heroin Diaries.

RANDY SKINNER was a video production executive at Warner Bros. Records.

ROBIN SLOANE was a video production executive at Elektra Records and creative director at Geffen Records.

BOB SMALL created Unplugged with Jim Burns and has produced shows for Comedy Central, HBO, and Nickelodeon.

CURT SMITH founded Tears for Fears in 1981 with Roland Orzabal and is the featured singer on “Mad World” and “Everybody Wants to Rule the World.”

ROBERT SMITH has been the Cure’s front man since 1979.

PATTY SMYTH is a singer and musician who was the front woman for the band Scandal.

DEE SNIDER is the lead singer of the band Twisted Sister. He hosted the first heavy metal show on MTV, Heavy Metal Mania.

TABITHA SOREN was formerly a reporter for MTV News and is now a professional photographer.

GALE SPARROW was the director of talent and artist relations at MTV from 1981 to 1985. She co-owns an estate liquidation company that serves the greater Philadelphia area.

RICK SPRINGFIELD is an Australian singer and actor known for the 1981 number one single “Jessie’s Girl.”

BILLY SQUIER had multiple hits from his first two records: “The Stroke,” “In the Dark,” “My Kind of Lover,” and “Everybody Wants You.” His third record included “Rock Me Tonite,” widely considered the worst music video of all time.

JEFF STEIN directed a film about the Who, The Kids Are Alright, and many memorable videos, including Tom Petty’s “Don’t Come Around Here No More,” the Cars’ “You Might Think,” and Warrant’s “Cherry Pie.”

SUE STEINBERG was MTV’s first executive producer, responsible for the casting of the five original VJs. Now retired, she enjoyed a long career as a television producer.

LOU STELLATO was a producer at MTV. He is currently creative director at the advertising firm the Warehouse Agency.

LARRY STESSEL was a marketing executive at Epic Records from 1975 to 1991. He is now a managing partner at the Revolver Marketing Group.

ALISON STEWART began her broadcast career at MTV News, then reported for CBS Sunday Morning and 48 Hours, anchored ABC’s World News Now, and contributed to NBC Nightly News and The Today Show. Most recently, she has hosted and reported for NPR and PBS.

DAVE STEWART is a musician, songwriter, and producer who performed as one half of the 1980s duo Eurythmics.

ARNOLD STIEFEL has managed Rod Stewart for many years and also managed Billy Squier.

MICHAEL STIPE was the singer in R.E.M., which announced its break-up in September 2011. He started a film company in 1987 and was a producer of Being John Mal-kovich and an executive producer of Velvet Gold mine.

DONNA SUMMER worked in musical theater before recording a string of dance, R&B, pop, and rock hits.

ANDY SUMMERS is a guitarist best known as a member of the band the Police.

JAZZ SUMMERS managed Wham!, along with Simon Napier-Bell, and launched the career of George Michael.

JOHN SYKES is a founding executive of MTV. He was the network’s director of promotion at launch and became vice president of programming before his departure in 1986. He later served as president of VH1 from 1994 to 2002 and as CEO of Infinity Radio. Sykes is currently president, national ventures, for Clear Channel Communications.

GEOFF TATE sings with the progressive rock band Queensrÿche, who won a Viewer’s Choice VMA for “Silent Lucidity” in 1991.

JOHN TAYLOR plays bass in Duran Duran, which he cofounded.

AL TELLER was president of Columbia and CBS Records from 1981 to 1988. He later became chairman/CEO of the MCA Music Entertainment Group.

JULIEN TEMPLE directed the 1980 Sex Pistols “mockumentary” The Great Rock ’n’ Roll Swindle and the 2000 Sex Pistols documentary The Filth and the Fury. He has made videos for Culture Club, the Rolling Stones, Neil Young, Tom Petty, and Whitney Houston, among many acts. He is currently a documentary and feature film director.

ABBY TERKUHLE was creative director of MTV and the founder and president of MTV Animation. He executive produced MTV’s animation showcase Liquid Television, which spawned the hit series Beavis and Butt-head. Terkuhle is currently the president of Aboriginal Entertainment, a production company.

VAN TOFFLER is president of MTV Networks Music/Films/Logo Group. He began working at MTV in 1987 in the business affairs department.

TREACH is a member of the hip-hop group Naughty by Nature. He was married to Pepa, whom he met at an MTV Spring Break.

RALPH TRESVANT was a founding member of the R&B group New Edition.

LARS ULRICH is the drummer and cofounder of Metallica.

USHER is a singer, dancer, songwriter, and actor who released his first album in 1994.

KATHY VALENTINE plays bass in the Go-Go’s and cowrote the singles “Vacation” and “Head over Heels.”

VANILLA ICE is a rapper whose smash 1990 single “Ice Ice Baby” was “retired” nine years later on the MTV show 25 Lame. He currently hosts a home-improvement TV series on the DIY Network.

JOHN VARVATOS is a fashion designer who grew up in Detroit and has played guitar onstage with Cheap Trick, ZZ Top, and Guns N’ Roses.

MICHELLE VONFELD was the head of the standards and practices department at MTV.

RUPERT WAINWRIGHT directed videos for MC Hammer and N.W.A., and the films Stigmata and The Fog.

TONY WARD is a model and actor who starred in a number of music videos, most memorably Madonna’s “Justify My Love.”

CHARLIE WARNER was a radio and TV executive for many years. He hired Bob Pitt-man as a program director and gave John Lack his first job at CBS, and now teaches at NYU’s Stern School of Business.

RON WEISNER is the former comanager of Michael Jackson.

PAUL WESTERBERG made albums with his band the Replacements from 1981 to 1990.

JANE WIEDLIN plays guitar in the Go-Go’s and cowrote their hit “Our Lips Are Sealed.”

ANN WILSON is the main singer in Heart, which she leads with her older sister Nancy. The group has sold more than 35 million albums worldwide.

NANCY WILSON plays guitar in Heart, which she leads with her younger sister Ann. They were one of the few 1970s bands to have hits on MTV.

KIP WINGER led the 1980s band Winger. He now composes classical music under the name C. F. Kip Winger.

HOWARD WOFFINDEN is a commercial producer who worked at Propaganda Films from 1986 to 1996.

KARI WUHRER was a model and an actress before she was hired for the cast of Remote Control while still in college. Since then she has been in many films and TV shows, including Sliders and General Hospital.

“WEIRD AL” YANKOVIC got lots of MTV play for his song parodies “Eat It” and “Smells Like Nirvana” and hosted many episodes of Al-TV on the channel.

WALTER YETNIKOFF was the head of CBS Records from 1975 to 1990. He is the author of the music-industry memoir Howling at the Moon: Confessions of a Music Mogul in an Age of Excess.

YOUNG MC cowrote Tone-Lōc’s “Wild Thing” while enrolled at USC before releasing his own 1989 crossover hit, “Bust a Move.”

JIM YUKICH may have directed more music videos than anyone in this book (192, according to MVDB.com). His collaborations with Phil Collins and Genesis are legion; thirty-seven videos in all, including the award-winning “Land of Confusion.” He is currently a TV director and producer.

PETER ZAREMBA hosted MTV’s monthly alternative-music show The Cutting Edge from 1984 to 1987. He is the lead singer of NYC’s long-running garage-rock band the Fleshtones.

ETHAN ZINDLER was youth outreach coordinator, at the age of twenty-three, for Bill Clinton’s 1992 presidential campaign. He has since worked for MTV and the White House, and now heads policy research for a clean-energy market-research firm.


So the book covers the years 1981 to 1992…

WALTER YETNIKOFF, record executive: Okay. I don’t remember any of that.


Introduction
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“RIDICULE IS NOTHING TO BE SCARED OF”

HARDLY ANYONE THOUGHT IT WOULD SUCCEED.

Upon hearing of the plan to launch a TV channel that would show music videos around the clock, businessmen of wealth and experience—worldly men who ran record companies and partied with rock stars, and visionary men who made fortunes by anticipating the explosion of cable TV—scoffed and snickered. Who would watch this channel? Even if it proved popular, who would advertise there? Why would GM or Anheuser-Busch want to reach this channel’s audience, consisting mostly of fourteen- to twenty-four-year-olds? Where’s the money in that?

Prior to the launch of this channel on August 1, 1981, only a few dozen people believed it would succeed, and all of them worked at the channel. The start-up staff was a coterie of misfits, inexperienced and determined, and included two one-eyed executives who were later hailed as visionaries. Which is not to say that everyone who worked at the channel believed it would succeed. “It sounded like an asinine idea,” Bob Pittman (one of the one-eyed executives) admitted five years after the launch, when the channel was the centerpiece of a $525 million bidding war. It’s easy to imagine this as the theme of one of the network’s early advertising campaigns, which were usually brash and self-mocking: “MTV: It sounds like an asinine idea.”

There are two kinds of successful consumer products: some fill an existing need by making people’s lives easier (toilet paper, or the dishwasher), and others create a need that didn’t previously exist (sanitary wipes, or coffee). It’s easy to predict success for the first type of product, but harder for the second. In 1981, there was no need for music videos. MTV was an outlet for a product that barely existed; the network had about a hundred of them in inventory, mostly by marginal or unpopular British and Australian bands. Not only that, MTV planned to get more videos by asking someone else, record labels, to make and pay for them, then hand them over for free. That’s not a business model, that’s chutzpah.

But from asinine beginnings, MTV became the sun around which popular culture rotated. The MTV aesthetic during its Golden Age of 1981 to 1992—quick cuts, celebrations of youth, shock value, impermanence, beauty—influenced not only music, but network and cable TV, radio, advertising, film, art, fashion, race, teen sexuality, even politics. The channel was plotted to captivate an audience whose interests had been ignored: John Lack, who started MTV, recognized that teenagers were “the demographic group least interested in TV,” because TV wasn’t interested in teens. Children had cartoons; adults had the evening news and most of the shows that followed it. Teens were an untapped audience, an invisible power. MTV gave them what they wanted, and got them not only interested in, but obsessed by MTV, making it their clubhouse.

Like MGM in the 1930s, or CBS from the mid-’50s to the mid-’70s, MTV became the preeminent arbiter of celebrity. Constant airplay of Michael Jackson videos helped make Thriller the best-selling album of all time. When MTV Europe launched in 1987 as the start of a global expansion that now reaches from Brazil to Pakistan, the network’s influence expanded beyond the U.S. Yo! MTV Raps, which debuted a year later, gave hip-hop its first international forum and accelerated the music’s popularity around the world. The channel’s first foray into long-form programming, the faux-game show Remote Control, introduced dorm-dwelling smart-alecks to novice comedian Adam Sandler. When House of Style arrived the next year, it transformed Cindy Crawford from a model to a mogul. Cannily, MTV never tied success to the fate of any one or two stars. (“MTV works in dog years,” Downtown Julie Brown wisecracked, after her VJ tenure ended.) Unlike traditional networks, which spend millions to retain popular shows and actors whose popularity will eventually dwindle, MTV sees talent as disposable and replaceable; the network is the star, not the performer. Martha Quinn got five years. Tawny Kitaen got a year and a half. A-ha got three months.

MTV gave work to young directors, producers, and executives who became power brokers in film and TV, most notably David Fincher, who received Academy Award nominations for The Curious Case of Benjamin Button and The Social Network, and Michael Bay, who has received no Academy Award nominations, but who made shit blow up real good in Armageddon and the Transformers franchise. Videos created ample work for Playboy playmates and for choreographers, dancers, mimes, animal trainers, pyrotechnicians, hairdressers, aestheticians, dry-ice vendors, coke dealers, and midgets. (Midgets were a staple of music videos. Midget freelance work surely peaked in the ’80s.) MTV did a lot for record labels by helping to revive a slumping industry, but it was the bands who benefitted most. The channel gave a platform to new acts, asking only that they be beautiful or outrageous. MTV could make stars out of Brits in eyeliner, rappers in genie pants, permed Jersey boys, even choreographers with weak singing voices. Within weeks, acts went from journeymen or unknowns to stars whose faces were familiar across the country. Their lives were transformed, sometimes ruined. The story of music videos is also the story of overnight celebrity and the experiences created by celebrity: the indulgence and decadence, the backstage sexual exploits, the drugs that were as ever-present as makeup kits and hair weaves. This is true not only for the artists but for the network executives themselves, most spirited among them former radio program director Les Garland, who partied on yachts with Rod Stewart, cameoed in videos with Eddie Murphy, and charmed centerfolds, actresses, stewardesses, and starlets, often on the same night. A history of MTV is also a history of excess on a magnitude that has since vanished from the music business due to dwindling sales. As Simon Le Bon, the Marlon Brando of music videos, mutters darkly, “Nobody’s got any money to make videos now.” From today’s frugal perspective, the stories of the video in dustry’s invention, expansion, and domination read like the last days of the Roman Empire, if Nero had been really into dry ice and pyro.

Not all MTV content was fleeting. If an artist’s peak coincided with the Golden Age of music videos, there’s a good chance that artist is among the few remaining acts who can still sell out sheds, arenas, even stadiums, testament to MTV’s pop-cultural dominance in its first decade. Before Xbox and Facebook, the Disney Channel and text-messaging, kids did one thing, separately but simultaneously: They watched MTV. Now those kids are parents, and when they want to relive their youth, they plunk down $250 or more for a ticket to see Madonna, the Police, U2, Guns N’ Roses, Bon Jovi, Van Halen, Bruce Springsteen, Mötley Crüe, George Michael, Michael Jackson (until his death), or Janet Jackson. All were synonymous with MTV’s first decade, and all continued to pack enormodomes twenty and thirty years later. Oldsters, purists, clergymen, and boomers carped that MTV’s corrupt value system promoted style over substance, impermanence over immortality. MTV and its viewers knew this was a false choice. Videos made songs better, not worse. They enhanced the joy of being a music fan, rather than diminishing it. Unless you were Billy Squier. Then, you were fucked. (See Chapter 21: “A Whopping, Steaming Turd.”)

As the subject of an oral history, MTV is uniquely compelling; the network identity morphs
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