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FOREWORD

Design, at its very best, is never just about how something looks. It’s about how it lives. How it supports your routines, your relationships, your rituals. How it feels when you arrive home at the end of the day, and how it frames the moments that become your memories.

Great design isn’t about creating spaces that your neighbor will like or that look beautiful in a photo—great design is about creating spaces that speak in an authentic and personalized way to who you are and how you live. Design is at its best when it is fearlessly you. That’s what makes Fearless Design such a compelling and important book.

For almost twenty years, through Pulp Design Studios, Beth and Carolina have helped clients across the country define a personal style and transform it into homes that are not only luxurious and innovative, but deeply livable, layered, and full of soul. Their philosophy isn’t “go bold or go home.” It’s something much more meaningful: Go bold at home.

Their work shows us that fearless design isn’t about shock value or excess. It’s about intention. It’s about confidence. It’s about creating spaces that reflect who you are—and who you’re becoming. Spaces that invite real life to happen: family dinners that linger, friends who stay too late, quiet mornings, loud celebrations, ordinary days that become unforgettable because of the environment that holds them.

Pulp Design Studios pushes boundaries—yes—but never at the expense of comfort, function, or joy. They balance sophistication with ease, beauty with usability, adventure with warmth. These are homes meant to be lived in, not tiptoed around. Collected, not calculated. Expressive, but always grounded in the rhythms of daily life. That’s the kind of luxury that endures.

Beth and Carolina understand that design is storytelling. Your travels, your history, your humor, your contradictions, your aspirations—all of it deserves a place in your space. And when you allow those layers to exist, when you stop editing yourself and start trusting your instincts, something powerful happens.

Fearless Design is both inspiration and invitation. An invitation to take risks in the place that matters most. To trade perfection for personality. To choose meaning over sameness. To create rooms that don’t just impress—but support, comfort, energize, and inspire.

This book is a reminder that the most transformative design doesn’t just change spaces, it changes how we live. When you design fearlessly, you’re not just choosing materials, colors, or furniture—you’re choosing how you want to feel in your own life.

—Thom Filicia





INTRODUCTION

If you know, you know.

So many of our clients come to our interior design firm feeling like they’ve discovered a company that speaks to their aesthetic, their lifestyle, and their soul. It’s like finding a gem of a restaurant tucked in an alley or an amazing handbag by a designer who has a cult following. Pulp Design Studios, founded and led by us—Beth Dotolo & Carolina Gentry—has become the go-to resource for discerning clients who want their homes to be unique, and that they want to share with their close friends and family. It’s a discovery that we’ve become proud of, because it shows that we care about our clients, and about telling their personal story through design. But it also shows that we’re not designing like everyone else. And we’ve never wanted to design like everyone else.

Our story began back in 2005, when we first crossed paths at a commercial interior design firm in Dallas, Texas. Carolina was already making her mark there as a senior designer, with a BFA in Interior Design from Texas Christian University and a portfolio full of award-winning hospitality projects around the world. Design has always been in Carolina’s blood. She grew up in a home that was constantly evolving. Renovations were practically a family hobby and she spent her childhood helping out in her grandparents’ floral and gift shop. Being raised in a warm, vibrant Hispanic household, she developed an innate sense of hospitality and a meticulous eye for detail. Those early experiences shaped the heart of her design aesthetic, infusing her work with a mix of culture, creativity, and personality that quickly made her a force in the industry.

And then came Beth. Fresh out of The Art Institute with her BFA in Interior Design, she joined the firm as an intern, eager to dive into the world of design. It didn’t take long for her to stand out—her sharp eye for detail, natural design instincts, and unstoppable “get it done” attitude quickly moved her up the ranks. Before long, Beth was leading multiple award-winning projects of her own. What Beth didn’t realize when she first chose interior design was how much her path had been shaped by her own search for “home.” Her parents split when she was just a baby, and she grew up moving between houses, always adapting to new environments. That early experience gave her a deep understanding of how powerful it feels to truly belong in a space and how design can create that feeling. Beth’s big-picture vision and fearless approach to both design and business became the perfect balance to Carolina’s detail-driven, experience-rich perspective. Together, we sparked a creative partnership that was as natural as it was unstoppable.

We hit it off at work and as friends. We learned quickly that our approach to design was aligned, but that we also had different strengths that complemented each other. Beth is a big concept thinker. Carolina loves the details. Beth is a “yes” person who thinks anything is possible. Carolina is a cautious and assessing person. Beth is nearly 6 feet tall, and Carolina is a strapping 5-foot-1.

We discovered that we worked well together, aligned aesthetically, and we still had that tension of opposing talents that would help us both become better designers. We each still remember the exact moment when it clicked into place for us both—at a traffic light in Dallas after a bad furnishings install—and Pulp became a reality.

How did we come up with the name? That’s the question that everyone asks. Back in 2007, when we started our firm, we knew we wanted an unconventional name that would fit our out-of-the-box style. At the time, we were both living in a converted textile mill in lofts across the hall from each other. We decided to go into our respective loft units and each come up with a list of ideas for what our company would be called.

Beth’s boyfriend (now husband) had a DVD of the movie Pulp Fiction, which appealed to her idea of something irreverent with a cult following. Carolina’s boyfriend (also now her husband) had a CD of the band Pulp, a British group with an indie audience. When we came back together, Pulp was the one word on both of our lists—a unique name that stands out as much as we wanted our designs to. And Pulp Design Studios was born.

Over the last two decades, we have honed our designs to a uniquely “Pulp” aesthetic. Each of our projects is different, reflecting the individual styles of each of our homeowners, but there is a distinguishable Pulp thread through every project that is the result of our personal chemistry. There is a magic and succinct intuition that comes from our powerful dynamic.

But it wasn’t a quick path to success. We formed Pulp with no client roster and a desire to pursue product design. When we realized what kind of capital or notoriety it took to be product designers with our own collections (and we had neither), we quickly recalibrated. Adaptability is a pillar of the Pulp values, after all. We started taking on small interior design clients and year after year our projects got bigger and better.

We attribute our professionalism, design chops, and our affinity for the individualization of each of our clients for building our client roster through referrals. We always do our absolute best for our clients, and we see and understand our clients with a caring intuition. Our clients have always been the backbone of our firm, and we pride ourselves on service and relationships. Our projects started with a $5,000 whole-home furnishings budget and now we work on multi-million-dollar homes for clients who recognize the value of an interior designer, and realize that we will bring a design to our clients that will surprise and delight while still being completely functional and timeless. We have spent time on building trust with our clients and showing that when you fearlessly put yourself into your home, it becomes a perfect reflection of you. After all, why be boring?

Meanwhile, as our client roster has grown over two decades, our company has come full circle. We’ve had the amazing opportunity to design products, with multiple licensed textile collections, and more categories coming soon. And we’ve developed some of our own products, which we’ve self-manufactured. Getting to pour ourselves into our passion of product design and seeing how designers and homeowners have used our products in their own spaces has been an ultimate career reward.

We’ve also entered the world of real estate develop-ment through our sister company Pulp Properties, where we have become our own clients. We’ve designed multiple showhouse spaces, including the pinnacle, the Kips Bay Show House. And we’ve become design influencers and experts in the field, through speaking engagements and social media partnerships, while also receiving multiple design awards and accolades.

Looking back at all we’ve achieved, it’s been absolutely essential to create a company culture that champions our clients and is an expression of our greatest joy, which is changing people’s lives through design—all while having fun doing it. When we design homes, we are transforming how people interact with their spaces, with their family, and with their friends. Home is an external expression of who we are as people and we are helping to mold that environment, to make the experience of life better, and to showcase the soul and personality of the people who live in their homes. Revealing yourself through your home is such a beautiful act, and so worth it.

Our hope for this book is to inspire you to be daring in your own way and step out of your comfort zone. Whether you want your home to be bold and colorful or dramatically neutral, or if you want hidden gems to surprise, a unique office space that is brag-worthy but functional, an incredible vacation home or a dynamic kids space, we want to inspire you to be vulnerable enough to have your home be a reflection of who you really are, not a home that looks like everyone else’s.

We want to inspire you to tell your own personal story. To design with what you love. To be fearless.
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