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PREFACE
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Traditionally, history is regarded as the collection of factual events but literature is supposed to be the outcome of a literary writer's mere imagination. After the arrival of new historicism, it tries to blur the gap between history and fiction. This book looks into the cinema Blood Diamond (2006) from the perspective of new historicism. This film is based on Sierra Leone's history during the last decade of the 20th century and it captures the social and political reality as if a history in fictional form as the historical meta-fiction. In particular, it captures Sierra Leone's civil war from 1996 to 2001 and includes real historical incidents like trade and conflict associated with the diamond, the rise of the Revolutionary United Front (RIJF), the use of child soldiers in military activities, and a large number of killing and displacement. There is the actual reflection of the social and political realities of Sierra Leone and the unhealthy power practice and struggle for diamonds according to the greed of various political and non-political groups including western smugglers and tradesmen. All these scenes of the cinema are not beyond Sierra Leone's history. Keeping these historical facts reflected in Blood Diamond (2006) into consideration, this book, a parallel reading between facts and fiction based on a new historical perspective, concludes that cinema stands as a part of history blurring the gap between a work of art and historical facts.
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History and Its Reflection

History

History, by meaning and definition, captures an inquiry, knowledge acquired by investigation. It is related to past events as well as memory, discovery, collection, organization, presentation, and interpretation of information about these events. Through the traditional definition, history refers to the collection of facts and events that occurred in the past. Historians write in the context of their own time, and with due regard to the current dominant ideas of how to interpret the past, and sometimes write to provide lessons for their society. Moreover, history is facilitated by the formation of a true discourse of the past through the production of narrative and analysis of past events relating to the human race. The modern discipline of history is dedicated to the institutional production of this discourse.

History can also refer to the academic discipline which uses a narrative to examine and analyze a sequence of past events, and objectively determine the patterns of cause and effect that determine them. According to Peter N. Stearns, Peters Seixas, and Sam Wincburg, "Historians sometimes debate the nature of history and its usefulness by discussing the study of the discipline as an end in itself and as a way of providing perspective on the problems of the present (6)

Thus, traditionally, history is regarded as the collection of facts events, and incidents. It presupposes that history is opposite to literature or fiction since literary work is supposed to be the outcome of the author's imagination. After the arrival of new historicism, even the fact within history is questioned. For new historicists, history too is guided by power influence and discourse so it bears the quality of fiction. Fictional writing, on the other hand, is based on the social, cultural, and historical reality of the author's timeframe. In this sense, there is also historical reality within the literary writing. Thus, New Historicists try to blur the gap between history and fiction.

History in Literature

Now after the arrival of new historicism, there is a trend to mark history which is reflected in literature. The literature, now, has a relation with history because there is an influence of social, political, cultural, and historical reality upon the author. No writer can go completely beyond reality. The work of art cannot be a product of the mere imagination of the artist. Modem reading of literature has a reciprocal concern with the historicity of texts and the textuality of history. New historicists consider historical accounts as equally interpretable as literary texts since both are seen as expressions of the same historical moment. Literature itself stands as the history of the contemporary circumstances of its writing.

This book is based on the movie Blood Diamond (2006) and in particular, it tries to trace the reflection of Sierra Leone's part of history during the last decade of the 20th century as reflected in the film. As the political war thriller, co-produced and directed by Edward Zwick and written by Edward Zwick and Marshall Herskovitz starring Leonardo DiCaprio
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