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We will witness, and are doing so in this moment, numerous signs in the earth, in the church and in the spiritual realm taking place in these last of the last days because the King (Jesus) is coming. 

All things will be shaken, for the King comes. Every invention, creation, idol, and advancement of man as a monument of pride and arrogance shall be wrecked. Who can stand against such a mighty King? Can we hear Him? He is coming with the host of heaven. He cannot be ignored. He cannot be dismissed. He cannot be mocked.

God is called the “Lord of hosts”, as first seen in 1 Samuel 1:3. The word Lord, in all capitals, refers to Yahweh, the self-existent, redemptive God. The word hosts is a translation of the Hebrew word sabaoth, meaning “armies”—a reference to any army, spiritual or earthly. The name Lord of hosts emphasises God’s sovereign control over every power, dominion, force, and realm.

Various translations handle YHWH saboath in various ways. The NIV translates the name as “Lord Almighty.” The NLT has “the Lord of Heaven’s Armies.” The NASB has the broader “Lord of armies,” and the NET has the even broader “Lord who rules over all.” 

In 1 Samuel 17:45, as part of his pre-fight verbal sparring with Goliath, David invokes this name of God. In doing so, David claims that God is the universal Ruler over every force, whether in heaven or on earth. Goliath is no match for the Lord of hosts.

Soon after David’s defeat of Goliath, Israel would enter the international scene. The nation needed to realise that Yahweh was King over all—even over the many other nations. This kingship of the Lord of hosts is vividly expressed in Psalm 24:10: “Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory!” (ESV). He is the glorious King of Israel, and Zechariah 14:9 tells us that He will be King of the world, over all the kingdoms of the earth (Isaiah 37:16).

Yahweh of armies will put down all rebellion (Isaiah 24:21–23) and establish His kingdom from Mount Zion (Isaiah 31:4–5; 34:12). As the Lord of hosts, God is the all-powerful Ruler over the entire universe. All authority is His (see also the Lord's Prayer in Matthew 6), and He is on the march with His armies. He alone intervenes to provide victory for His people. There is no other God like this.

Do we know Him as this mighty God? For He is coming. The King of glory, who commands the armies of heaven and who will eventually defeat every enemy arrayed against Him, will soon come. There is none other than Jesus Christ. Jesus is the Lord of hosts (see Revelation 19:11–20). Are we ready, or do we still entertain the foolishness of this world?

We need to know the times before the coming of Jesus will be perilous (2 Timothy 3), for it will be a time of great darkness, but for those who hold the line, also a time of light and hope. We will see the devil playing all his tricks to lead mankind down the path of damnation. This will indeed be a time of apostasy in the church, but also a time of revival.  Darkness has settled deep into the foundation of creation, yet the Light still shines and calls us home.

It will be a time of trials, tribulations and testing. It will be a time of deception, chaos and anarchy. All because the devil knows the King is coming. It will also be the finest hour for the Bride to proclaim the Good News and to fulfil the Great Commission. It will be a time of Faith, but for many, a time of hopelessness. 

Psalm 33:16-17 says, “No king is saved by the multitude of an army; a mighty man is not delivered by great strength. 17 A horse is a vain hope for safety; neither shall it deliver any by its great strength.” 

Isaiah 31:1 says, “Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help, and rely on horses, who trust in chariots because they are many, and in horsemen because they are very strong, but who do not look to the Holy One of Israel, nor seek the Lord!” 

When the King comes, and if you do not know Him, then no one can save you. The pastor cannot save you. No king can save you. No army and no amount of money can come to your rescue. He comes to destroy the armies of wickedness. No one can stand against Him, and in the light of His coming, our spiritual condition and fortitude shall be exposed. 

The famous opening lines from Charles Dickens' seminal novel on the French Revolution go as follows: "It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of Light, it was the season of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair, we had everything before us, we had nothing before us, we were all going direct to Heaven, we were all going direct the other way..." 

This describes our perilous times; for some, the days are great, and for some, it is not. We are indeed living in times of great darkness and in great light. Times of great wisdom and in great foolishness. We are living in times of hope, but also despair.  We are indeed living in times where it seems everyone wants to go to heaven, but many, it seems, are heading the wrong way down the broad way of hellfire. 

Matthew 24:37-39 KJV says, “But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and did not know until the flood came and took them all away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.” 

"As in the days of Noah" refers to a biblical prophecy in which Jesus compares the time before his second coming to the period before the Great Flood. The comparison highlights two main parallels: the world's widespread violence and corruption, and the people's unawareness of the impending judgment, despite warnings. In Noah's time, people were engrossed in their daily lives, oblivious to the flood until it came and destroyed them. 

Before the flood, the world was filled with violence and depravity. Similarly, Jesus warned that the end times will also be marked by increasing evil and ungodliness. People in Noah's time were preoccupied with their daily activities—eating, drinking, and marrying—until the flood came unexpectedly. The prophecy suggests that people at the time of Jesus' return will also be living their normal lives, unaware of the imminent judgment.

God gave humanity a long period to repent, and Noah, as a "preacher of righteousness," warned people of the coming judgment. However, most people ignored his warnings. The prophecy suggests that this will happen again, with people unconcerned about the events to come. Yes, the King comes, yet we are ignoring the signs.

For this is I know, in such strange, weird and perilous times of deception, danger, apostasy, threats and ridicule, that those who remain with God, and those who walk with God, shall indeed know wisdom, the true light, the true way and true hope. Beyond His Presence, we are shrouded by darkness, by violent storms of disbelief and a deafening silence of our immoral failures.

This is the time to hold the line, to stand with God and to hold onto the hem of His garment. Violent winds of demonic onslaughts are blowing across the lands, all because the King is coming.

Jesus is coming. Are we ready? The time of man is running out. The time of God and His eternal Kingdom is at our door. He is coming in might, glory and great power to bring judgment, to wage war, and to bring the wicked to an end. Do we stand in the Light, or do we still embrace the dark? 

The King is coming. Are we ready? Can we hear the shofars in heaven blow? We do not know when He comes, but the devil knows the Rider on the white horse.

This may indeed be a time of great belief, but also of great rejection, and the only One who remains true is the Great I AM. Glory to God. Great may be the revolution in man's heart, but God still calms the waters, feeds the hungry, quells the spiritual thirst and redeems the broken, the lost and the forgotten! Incredible times indeed, but know God above all. Yes, know Him.

In Revelation 19:11-16, the rider on a white horse is identified as Jesus Christ, the "King of kings and Lord of lords". This figure appears at the end of the age to execute righteous judgment and wage war against evil. He is called “Faithful and True" and "The Word of God". He has eyes like a flame of fire, wears many royal crowns (diadems), and a robe dipped in blood. A sharp sword comes out of his mouth, symbolising the power of God's word in judgment.

The white horse symbolises purity, righteousness, and assured victory. His followers also ride white horses, sharing in his triumph. With God, there is no darkness. He is coming for a Bride without spot or wrinkle? Are we part of that Bride, or do we still wallow in our iniquities?

The question is, are you ready to ride with Him? Are you ready for His triumphant return? 

Lindell Cooley, who was the worship leader at the Brownsville Revival, sang the following beautiful song called, We Will Ride. It says:

He has fire in His eyes

And a sword in His hand

And He's riding a white horse

Across this land

He has fire in His eyes

And a sword in His hand

He's riding a white horse

All across this land

And He's calling out to you and me

Will you ride with me

And we say yes

We'll ride with you

We say yes Lord

We will stand up and fight

We will ride

With the armies of Heaven

We're gonna be dressed in white

We say yes Lord

We will ride

He has a crown on His head

And He's carrying a sceptor in His hand

And He's leading the armies all across this land

And He's calling out to you and me

Will you ride with Me

Will you ride with Me

We say yes Lord

We'll ride

That fire in His eyes is His love for His bride

And He's longing that she will be with Him

Right by His side

That fire in His eyes is His burning desire

That His bride be with Him

Right by His side

And He's calling out to us right now

Will you ride with Me

Yes Lord, yes Lord, yes Lord, yes Lord

The King is coming. We have a choice to make, right now. If we are not riding with Him, we shall endure His wrath. The sands in the hourglass are running out. Choose the Lord, and ride with the King of Glory for all eternity!
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Time is running out. The King is coming. As the Bride of God, we need to hold the line, meaning, we need to remain standing strong in the flood of anarchy and chaos. Now is the time to be ready for His coming, and not for our foot to slip. Yes, we must hold the line. We must not yield to the pressure of a carnal world.

In 2 Timothy 4:7, Paul writes, “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.” The apostle wrote these words near the end of his life. Take note, he has 1) fought the good fight, 2) finished the race, and 3) kept the faith. We need to, therefore, keep fighting for the Gospel, making sure we finish the race in respect to our salvation, and thirdly, we need to keep believing in Christ, in His Word and His Truth.

In his letter to Timothy, Paul is not commending himself for having run the full distance; rather, he is simply describing what the grace of God had enabled him to do. In the book of Acts, Paul says these powerful words: “I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the gospel of God’s grace” (Acts 20:24).

Paul is telling Timothy that he had put every effort into the work of proclaiming the gospel of salvation. He had completed the course set before him; he had left nothing undone. He was ready to cross the finish line into heaven. In a race, only one runner wins. However, in the Christian “race,” everyone who pays the price of vigilant training for the cause of Christ can win. We are not competing against one another, as in athletic games, but against the struggles, physical and spiritual, that stand in the way of our reaching the prize (Philippians 3:14). In 1 Timothy 6:12, he also wrote, “Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called when you made your good confession in the presence of many witnesses.”

We must thus put in every effort as a servant of the Gospel to run the race, fight the good fight and not relent in our duty of fulfilling the Great Commission! We must continue to abide in God, love Him, fear Him and obey the Lord to fulfil our duties as ministers of the Gospel. Paul exhorts us to “run in such a way as to get the prize,” and to do this, we must set aside anything that might hinder us from living and teaching the gospel of Christ. The writer of Hebrews echoes the words of Paul: “Lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith” (Hebrews 12:1-2).

And the reward for standing our ground and running the race? It says also in “2 Timothy 4: 8 Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.” Glory to God. Our reward is eternal joy with God, a blissful existence with majesty and a divine union with our Lord. In James 1 we read, “2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3 because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. 4 Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.” Yes, we must hold the line! We must stand our ground! 

Paul could fight the good fight, run the race and keep the faith because he persevered in the truth, because he shunned evil that leads to wisdom (Job 28:28, Proverbs 3:7). May we be diligent in our “race,” and may we keep our eyes on the goal, and may we, like Paul, finish strong by fighting the good fight and standing in faith and truth (also read Ephesians 6). As the Bride, we need to be ready to resist all evil and to keep our wicks trimmed. To trim a wick means cutting it to a certain length to ensure a cleaner, safer, and more even burn, which also extends the life of the candle. For example, a long wick can cause excessive soot, a large, flickering flame, uneven wax melting (tunnelling), and faster wax consumption. In other words, we need to be ready for the coming of the Lord. We need to continually burn for God. Time is running out. 

We must remain relentless in doing God’s work. To be relentless speaks of not decreasing in intensity. It is to maintain a vigorous course of determined action. As disciples of God, we must remain relentless when it comes to pursuing God’s will, truth, ways and His presence.  We must persevere, remain dedicated to the cause, be steadfast in our mandate and not slack in seeking what is right in a world where so much is wrong.

In the Tabernacle, the lampstand (Menorah) in the Holy Place was to be kept burning continually before the LORD. In Exodus 27:20–21, God commands the Israelites to bring pure olive oil so that the lamps may burn continually; Aaron and his sons were responsible to tend them “from evening to morning.” Leviticus 24:2–4 also says the lamps were to burn continually, and the priests were to trim, refill, and maintain them regularly. Tending and trimming the lamps happened every morning (to remove used wicks, refill oil if needed). The idea wasn’t that they struck a new flame daily. Rather the lamps were kept burning without going out. The priests ensured there was always enough oil, trimming wicks and filling lamps every morning and evening. Just so, we must continually be on fire for God, day and night. Daily we must yield and submit for the oil of the Spirit to flow.

As we take a look at the Parable of the Ten Virgins (Matthew 25:1–13), we must acknowledge that there has been much debate as to the meaning of these words of our Saviour. At least one aspect of this parable can be known with absolute certainty. The bridegroom is Jesus Christ, and this parable describes His return. In the Old Testament (Isaiah 54:4–6; 62:4-5; Hosea 2:19), God pictures Himself as the “husband” of Israel, and in the New Testament (John 3:27–30; Matthew 9:15; Mark 2:19–20), Christ is pictured as the bridegroom of the Church. The Church is described in Scripture as the bride of Christ (Ephesians 5:25–32).

What is of importance is the following verses in the parable: “7 Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’ 9 “‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’ In the parable, the oil in the wise virgins' lamps represents their righteous living and obedience. We each fill our own lamp, which represents our own life, with our obedience and righteousness.

The overall and easily seen thrust of the parable is that Christ will return at an unknown hour and that His people must be ready. Being ready means preparing for whatever contingency arises in our lives and keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus at all times while we eagerly await His coming. The fact that all the virgins were sleeping when the call came indicates that it doesn’t matter what we are doing when Christ returns. We may be working, eating, sleeping, or pursuing leisure activities. Whatever it is, we must be doing it in such a way that we don’t have to “make things right” (get more oil) when He comes.

If we were to be ready for Christ’s return, we must be born again through saving faith in Jesus Christ, therefore, His death, burial and literal resurrection from the dead (John 3:16; 14:6; Romans 10:9 and 10; 1 Corinthians 15:1-4; Ephesians 2:1-10). Saving faith in Jesus Christ will manifest itself in every aspect of our lives. The fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22) will begin to show. Titus 2 says, “11 For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. 12 It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, 13 while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.”

The five virgins who have the extra oil represent the truly born again who are looking with eagerness to the coming of the Bridegroom. They have saving faith and have determined that, whatever occurs, be it a long time or adverse circumstances, when Jesus returns, they will be looking with eagerness. The five virgins without the oil represent false believers who enjoy the benefits of the Christian community without true love for Christ. They are more concerned about the party than about longing to see the bridegroom. Their hope is that their association with true believers (“give us some of your oil” of verse 8) will bring them into the kingdom at the end. This, of course, is never the case. One person’s faith in Jesus cannot save another.

1 Thessalonians 5 says, “1 But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need that I should write to you. 2 For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night. 3 For when they say, “Peace and safety!” then sudden destruction comes upon them, as labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape. 4 But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day should overtake you as a thief. 5 You are all sons of light and sons of the day. We are not of the night nor of darkness. 6 Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk are drunk at night. 8 But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet the hope of salvation. 9 For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with Him. 16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not despise prophecies. 21 Test all things; hold fast what is good. 22 Abstain from every form of evil.”

On Pentecost, the Church as the Bride was born. It was the day that the first disciples were touched by the Holy Spirit – infused with holy fire, heavenly passion and Kingdom power. While the oil may speak of being ready and leading a life worthy of God, it also speaks of those carrying the anointing, for oil speaks of God’s anointing. Only reborn believers of God who truly love the Lord carry the anointing, which empowers us to lead holy lives to His Glory.

Today, we are all as believers and as the Bride anointed into the priesthood of God. We have been set apart, marked by the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 1:13). To be anointed as the Bride is to be set apart, empowered, or protected. Let us also remember, many can be anointed, but there is a single Anointed One who made it possible for all – Jesus the Bridegroom. By the Covenant, we are now co-heirs of the everlasting Kingdom. Indeed, by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, the anointings set apart a person for divine use. In ancient times, even places or things were anointed to be set apart. The question is, if we are thus truly anointed, then we should be acting like we are set apart. We are supposed to be set apart from this world. Apart in mindset. In behaviour. Perceptive. In holiness and purity. If we are truly walking in the anointing, we walk in the fear of the Lord, not in the fear of this world. If we are truly walking in the anointing, our gaze is upon Jesus, upon His eternal Kingdom, upon the Truth of the Kingdom, and upon all things noble, true, pure, right and fair.

The Bridegroom is looking for those who have oil in their lamps, meaning disciples who are truly led by the Spirit of God. John 3 says, “3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.” If we are truly reborn, we then drink from the well of the Lord as the Spirit guides us in all truth and in the ways and will of the Father. The oil that burns also speaks of the fire of God. We are called to be a people whose hearts are on fire as we seek the Bridegroom and seek to dwell in God’s mighty presence. In the New Testament, Jesus is the manifestation of Shekinah Glory. Jesus’ ministry is the ultimate encounter of Shekinah Glory that God has ever had with man on earth. He was God who came in the flesh so that we may behold God, yet not in His absolute fullness of being pure spirit (Colossians 2:9-10).

We need to remember that there is a fire, a fire of love that also burns for us. Did you know that God’s heart burns with a blazing love for the Bride? This is the reality of John 3:16, of the cross and the empty tomb! Everything God did from the beginning of time to the end of all things as we know it is for His creation to be reconciled unto Him. That is an awesome and amazing love! It is love that never changes, for God is constant, consistent and unfailing. A love that remains as so clearly spelt out in Romans 8. A love that is waiting to turn your life upside down. Ask God for His fire. Ask Him for this blaze of His love. Make it the most important prayer of your life: “Father, give me Your blazing fire of love. Let me be filled with that fire. Let me be on fire with you by the Spirit of God. Yes, Lord, send the fire to burn in me!”

Yet, we need to be hungry for such a fire. We need to hunger and yearn to receive this fire in our hearts, the burning love of the Bridegroom, His burning presence, and His burning holy touch so that we shall be ignited by love to love more and to walk in holiness. By such fire, we will be changed to reach the world. This fire is stronger than death. This fire is more beautiful than life itself. This fire is more intense than anything that exists. Ask God for His fire to burn by the Spirit, for it is the baptism by the Spirit. Such fire comes from complete yielding and submission unto God.

Without the fire of God, you live without true life, without passion. Without the fire of the Bridegroom, you have religion, human wisdom derived from the Bible and insights that appear to be godly but which do not result in the power of God. It is empty. It sounds nice, but it doesn’t change lives. It doesn’t heal the sick. It doesn’t set the possessed free. It doesn’t help the suffering. We need the fire to be changed and to change lives! It is the fire of Pentecost that birthed the Church! Yes, the fire of God changed Jerusalem into a place of fire on the day of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit was poured out. How the Pentecost fire has been setting hearts aflame for God for hundreds of years! We need the presence of God! How we need the fire of God to burn intensely. The fire of God still lights up the hearts of people worldwide, and it changes them more than anything else.

In the parable of the virgins who had their beautifully polished Christian oil lamps with them, only a few of them also had the oil that could make the FIRE burn. Scriptures say that at that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the Bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and five were wise. The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps.” (Matthew 25:1-4). Some were ready, on fire, and some had grown cold. Is your oil lamp empty? Or are you on fire for the Bridegroom? Ask for the oil so your fire can burn. Seek the Lord, yearn for Him, for only you can fellowship with Him! How the Lord desires true intimacy.

How easily do we not quench the fire for the Bridegroom because of our carnality, because we are so busy and we are so preoccupied with our lives and problems? Yet when we lay it all down, deny ourselves and carry the cross, we shall learn true yielding and submitting unto God. For then, the fire shall come, the fire shall burn, for the fire destroys our pride and ego. For God is in the fire of humility, in gentleness and kindness. For God is a loving God. His love is fire. God is pure fire, real fire. How we need to be changed by that fire! Yes, Lord, burn through our pride and defences with your consuming fire. Make us real, Lord. Make us blaze with Your fire, Lord.  Fill us, Lord, in the eternal fire of your love.

How we need to constantly seek the fire of the love of the Bridegroom. We need to live a life of holiness and complete obedience to God. Yes, how we need to have a great desire for the return of the Lord. How we need true, real and steadfast faith in the Bridegroom. Of the Lord, we read in “Ezekiel 1: 27 Also from the appearance of His waist and upward I saw, as it were, the colour of amber with the appearance of fire all around within it; and from the appearance of His waist and downward I saw, as it were, the appearance of fire with brightness all around. 28 Like the appearance of a rainbow in a cloud on a rainy day, so was the appearance of the brightness all around it. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord.” This description shows that God consists of fire! His body is fire. That is why fire is so important. The fire is His presence. So seek the fire. Yearn for His presence. And from sunrise to sunset, burn for God! As we burn, we shall be filled with oil, ready to serve and ready for His coming.

Indeed, the Parable of the Ten Virgins also speaks of faithfulness, and it is so important for the Bride to remain faithful to the Bridegroom. Matthew 25 says, “21 His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’” The Bible is full of accounts of God’s faithfulness to His people. He saved the Israelites from the Egyptians. He delivered David in battle. Just as the Bridegroom is also faithful to His Bride, we must be faithful to the Bridegroom. Jesus promised to never leave or forsake us, because the Bridegroom is always faithful.

When God is faithful to us, He cares for us, He leads us, and He loves us. When we’re faithful to God, it means that we trust that He will care for us, we follow where He leads, and we love Him in return. We remain obedient, we cherish His truth, and we do not run after the ways of the world. To be faithful is a fruit of the Holy Spirit. Faithfulness speaks of remaining loyal unto the Bridegroom and following Him even when life is difficult.

In Acts 5, when the disciples faced great persecution, we read, “29 But Peter and the other apostles answered and said: “We ought to obey God rather than men.” That is faithfulness to the Bridegroom! To be faithful to God means we do as God says, and we follow His will and way above the ways or the ideas of man. In any marriage, there must be faithfulness; if not, then adultery can cause the relationship to disintegrate. The Bible tells us that spouses should be faithful to one another. Husbands and wives are meant to serve each other and love one another. Ephesians 5:25 says, “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her.” Spouses show their faithfulness to each other by encouraging one another in God, actively loving each other, and patiently caring for each other’s needs. Just so, we must be faithful to the Bridegroom by loving Him and seeking to always follow Him.

Our faithfulness to God means trusting in Him and loving Him through all circumstances. It means following His commandments even when we’d rather choose a different path. As a Christian, it is important to be faithful to God. It is one thing to simply believe in Him, but another to be faithful to Him. When we are truly faithful to God, this shapes the way we live. For example, we are able to be loyal in our relationships here on Earth and truly love others. Faithfulness requires us to submit our ways to God. It comes from a place of realising that we need a Saviour and that He is in control of our lives. We are to be faithful to God because He is faithful to us.

In the Bible, the story of Abraham demonstrates the importance of faithfulness. Abraham and his wife, Sarah, struggled to trust God but learned the value of faithfulness when they submitted to Him. For example, Abraham and Sarah waited many years for God to fulfil His promise of giving them a son. Because of her lack of faith, Sarah insisted on Hagar, her maid, giving birth to her son. This resulted in pain and conflict. However, when Abraham and Sarah put their faith in God, Sarah was able to give birth to Isaac despite being past childbearing age. Ultimately, the story of Abraham shows how God blesses those who are faithful and trust in His plans. We grow in our faithfulness by having a personal relationship with our Bridegroom. If we are truly faithful to Him and obey His commands, this will be evident in our lives.

Psalm 18 says, “To the faithful you show yourself faithful, to the blameless you show yourself blameless, 26 to the pure you show yourself pure, but to the devious you show yourself shrewd.” God is faithful, so as the Bride, we must remain faithful and in our faithfulness, we will find blessings and life! Yes, our God is faithful. He will never leave us or forsake us. We can trust and have faith in His faithfulness. He is mighty and strong in battle. Why fear? God is with us, for this is the very meaning of Immanuel (Isaiah 7:14)! John 14:27 says, “Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” Isaiah 43 declares, “2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow you. When you walk through the fire, you shall not be burned, nor shall the flame scorch you.” God was with Daniel in the lion’s den. He will be with us forever! Also read Isaiah 40:29, Isaiah 40:31, and 2 Corinthians 9:8 for encouragement.

God has given us His great and precious promises to give us hope, joy, peace, wisdom and strength for whatever we are facing in our day. This is beloved Bridegroom, so we must delight in Him, and wait earnestly for Him with oil in our lamps for His wonderful coming. We are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. May we know God love us and may we find our joy (Psalm 16:11) and hope (Romans 15:13) in God’s presence. Yes, Lord come, and let the Bride cry “come”, for you are the delight and the pleasure of our soul!
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A devilish campaigner and puppeteer 
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While God calls us to awaken to His presence, reality and truth, there is also a different awakening apart from God happening in this world. And this awakening is accelerating on the earth because the King is coming. The devil knows it, and his time is running out. The devil will try everything and anything at this stage to draw people away from God and everlasting life. God shows mercy, but the devil doesn’t. The enemy is merciless in its efforts to drag people to damnation.

It’s a sign of the times that the word “awakened” has made it into the Urban Dictionary (online dictionary for slang words and phrases), where it is defined as “spiritually aware of the universe and [its] direct metaphysical connection to one’s being and the connection it has to all life forces.” You can say a spiritual awakening is a term given to describe a subjective experience in which an individual's ego transcends their ordinary, finite sense of self to encompass a wider, infinite sense of truth or reality. Some will say a spiritual awakening is a call to higher consciousness and deeper mental awareness.

Whatever the cause of such a spiritual awakening, be it a traumatic experience, an existential crisis (such as questioning the meaning of life), or maybe even a major life-changing event, the reality is that we see a rapid increase in a greater awareness that there is “something” bigger than us. The problem is, people are seeking answers in all the wrong places. Celebrities have aided in such awakenings, with some of them promoting Scientology (which is nothing more than a belief in aliens) and even Kabbalah (a particular variety of Jewish mysticism). We can particularly see a rise in interest in the occult and witchcraft within Hollywood and the entertainment industry in general.

The devil has never stopped campaigning for hell. He is a master campaigner. He knows all the tricks. A political campaign can be seen as an organised effort which seeks to influence the decision-making process within a specific group. Just so, the devil is luring people to hell with all kinds of temptations, seductions, pleasures and promises. He doesn’t sleep. He is campaigning and ‘waking up’ people day and night to buy into his product. Yet the campaign and the reality offer a different reality. The devil campaigns for a hell that is filled with good times, carnal pleasures and debauchery. The reality is that it is a place of eternal darkness and separation from a loving God.

God doesn’t sleep either. Yet the ones who are supposed to be campaigning for the eternal Kingdom – His Church – are rather campaigning to build their own kingdoms and empires. To campaign for heaven is to diligently, passionately and with zeal pursue the Great Commission. Yet we are more concerned with leading people to church (the man-made religion of traditions and ideas) than God’s Kingdom of His truth, ways and order. This should be of great concern, for the world is dark, and many are buying into the devil’s lies. What shall the church speak up? When shall the church speak the truth?

The dark awakening is symptomatic of a world buying into the devil’s campaign, which is very scary. We see this sense of awakening with the “woke” movement, which speaks of becoming alert and actively attentive to important societal facts and issues, including racial prejudice and discrimination. For many, social issues impacting man have become more important and relevant than what the Word of God says and what God calls us to do according to His will. Part of this “woke” movement is the issue of ‘my sexual preference, driven by the LGBTQIA+ community. The world is an incredible mess with people deciding and choosing what gender they want to be and their sexual orientation.

So many have become like puppets on a string, and the strings have been controlled by this world and the devil. We need to let God cut those strings so we move only in His Glory and in His power and Spirit. God is calling for a people who will be in His Glory like never before, who are only moved by Him and His Glory. The devil loves to control and manipulate people for his devilish delights. He is a master puppeteer. Day and night, through satanic distractions and manipulations, he leads people down the broad path of destruction. Such a path leads away from God. 

Do you know elephants at a circus are chained and held captive, yet they never attempt to break free? After all, the chain is held in place by a small peg in the ground. For this mighty animal, it will be no problem to simply break and rip the peg out of the ground. The devil keeps so many captive, and they dance to his macabre tune as he pulls the strings. Yet we have the ability in the might of the Lord to break free from his control. We just need to make a choice. The devil is pulling the strings, yet when we yield to God, then the Lord cuts those strings so that we may be free in His redemptive power.

Why do these powerful animals not break free? BECAUSE THE ELEPHANTS HAVE BEEN CONDITIONED NOT TO BREAK FREE. It is known that workers routinely beat, shock, and whip the animals until they learn to perform meaningless, confusing tricks that have no connection to their natural instincts and behaviour. Therefore, the elephant is no longer being true to its nature, but because of the state of captivity and the state of conditioning, it has now been reconditioned to act differently than its nature. It is no longer true to its instincts. We no longer find a powerful animal that loves to walk 18 hours a day, but one that is simply bullied into staying in one spot, becoming a performer – a mere puppet – instead of BEING an elephant. Remember, the elephants are held captive by a chain, held in the ground by a peg. At any time, the elephant could break free, but it does not. This is the sad reality of being conditioned to betray one’s nature. 

We find so many people in this world are conditioned by the devil to remain a captive to their sins, desires, carnality, pain and trauma. Many never taste true freedom, allowing the devil to pull their strings. Even a lot of believers go to church chained, and they merely go to the church “circus” to perform, but they are hardly true to their natural state of what it means to be a child of God. They are no longer instinctive in spirit as led by the Spirit, because for years and years so many believers have been taught, trained and conditioned to believe a “truth”. They are chained, yet do not know it.

Isaiah 61 says that the Lord has come to set the captives free. In Galatians 5, Paul urges us as believers not to allow anything to put us in bondage again. The keyword is ALLOWED. We give the devil a legal right to pull the strings when we reject God. Elephants do not have a choice – they have been taken captive and beaten into submission.  Yet nothing keeps us from breaking free from the chains, the yokes and bondages of being enslaved by false narratives and demonic infiltration. We can all be free from the power of sin, pain and death. God is the answer, not the devilish puppeteer who campaigns for hell’s delights. If we are held captive, it is because we choose to allow ourselves to be held captive by the chain, by the peg. After all, we choose to listen and to submit to man instead of listening to the Lord our God. In Christ is our freedom, yet if we choose for the devil to keep conditioning our minds to believe lies and to buy into his tricks, then we shall remain chained and doomed. 

The Lord does not want anyone to be yoked or burdened! So many are abused daily by the devilish puppeteer. All that they need to do to be free is to yield to God’s Kingship. Yet the hellish campaigner convinces people to cling to this world, to ego, and to the pride of the Self. God cuts the strings so that we no longer dance to the tune of the devil. Yet, will we allow Him to do so? As long as we are held captive by the puppeteer, we shall never know who we truly are. Our identity is found in Jesus, He who is the King of kings. And such a King is returning soon to fetch those who have allowed themselves to be delivered from the devious and sinister motives of the devil.

Indeed, so many are embracing New Age spirituality because it allows the devil to pull the strings. The New Age Movement is part of the devil’s campaign. It leads to the door of hell. This spirituality is widely accepted in our culture. Spiritualism and mysticism have become very popular in the world, even in churches. In churches, our walk with God has become about ‘feelings’, ‘experience’, ‘hype’ and the ‘sensations’, yet it is many times completely void of the Spirit of God or the Word of God.

Probably the scariest awakening we are experiencing is of the dark sort. The late Pastor Russ Dizdar, a man who was passionate about exposing the rising spiritual darkness, wrote a compelling book called The Black Awakening: Rise of the Satanic Super Soldiers and the Coming Chaos. Dizdar is very well known for his Shatter the Darkness ministry.

According to him, the demonic world order has been secretly operating for a long time to create an end-time army that will flood the earth with darkness. Again, this is a demonised army (conditioned many times through rituals and demonic abuse) whose strings are pulled by the hellish puppeteer. Such people have been specifically programmed to be demonised through satanic ritual abuse, causing a split in personalities and dissociative personality disorders. His book covers 25 years of research, looking into the victims of ritual abuse and mind control. According to him, this is part of a global agenda, powered by a dark supernatural presence, to choose certain people for such sinister purposes. The Black Awakening, therefore, speaks of a deliberate programme, which was evident in the days of Hitler, to create satanic super soldiers for the end-time chaos. 

A lot of people may think such stuff belongs among the books on fantasy, and yes, a lot will scoff at such research. Yet we cannot escape reality, and the reality is that the Lord has warned for many years of the rising darkness on the earth. After all, we know that the final antichrist has to arise according to the Book of Revelation to usher in a demonic reign on earth (even though only for a short time). Granted, the idea of a totalitarian world government is also mocked, even though the Scriptures speak of the rise of the false prophet, the antichrist and a demonic religious/political system carrying out the plans of the devil. Some see the Book of Revelation as events that happened during the days of the Roman Empire, yet there are just too many inconsistencies with the rest of the prophecies for such a claim to carry much weight.

I do believe that the world will be engulfed by great darkness, and only those who know the Lord will remain standing. As many Germans believed the rantings of Hitler, so do billions believe the rantings of the ancient serpent. This is why God is pouring out an end-time revival, so that we may know the truth and walk in His presence. In 2011, some 300 exorcists flocked to Poland for a week-long congress to examine the world’s fascination with vampirism and the apparent connection with a surge in demonic possession. While some will view this as being comical, the reality is that all of the ‘monsters’ of Hollywood are, in fact, some or other demon ‘repackaged’. Hollywood is presenting the occult and demons in the form of entertainment, and people think we are still dealing with fantasy.

Vampires, monsters, werewolves, mystical creatures, pagan worship, witchcraft, Satanists and conspiracy theories abound and are rife in the world today. Such stories are promoted by the entertainment industry. And so the world is flooded with such tales, be it in books, in the movies, on the internet, in media, or even in comic books. For many years, this flood of darkness and of the occult has been presented in a package that is appealing, acceptable, popular and even “right”.

It started with Buffy the Vampire Slayer. The world was introduced to the first likeable vampire. Previously, the world was exposed to literally more than a hundred old horrors featuring vampires, such as Bram Stoker’s Dracula, Nosferatu, Interview with a Vampire, Fear, and other numerous tales of extreme horror. Vampires were once scary creatures, roaming the night, drinking blood and causing the dead to rise again. Buffy the Vampire Slayer was followed by mild-mannered series like Angel (half man/half demon), and then it swiftly progressed to numerous commercial and popular vampire movies and series. Think of True Blood, the Vampire Chronicles, and the Twilight series.

A trend has started and it has rolled out in mass effect – the introduction of the world to likeable and mild-mannered monsters. Yes, monsters such as vampires have become the talking point of many youths. No longer are vampires the eerie and mysterious creatures of the night. They are known by name, they walk in the open, they are approachable and best of all, they are no longer so evil. These vampires of today have even become likeable, and reliable, and in some more recent cases, they have become the new heroes and the new celebrities.

Just like magic, it remains tainted, and a vampire trying to do good work is simply evil. Think of the Blade series with Wesley Snipes – he was portrayed as an anti-hero, even though he was a vampire. The world is being introduced to monsters that are good at heart. What a fallacy! Vampires, like all monsters of Hollywood, remain at the core evil and an abomination. They may not all drink blood, but they are, in some form or other, walkers of the dark. 

Vampires appear in the folklore of cultures all over the world, and some of these vampire stories can be traced back thousands of years. People in Germany, China, Egypt, Romania, Greece and Russia all tell stories about these mysterious creatures that drink the blood of innocent victims. Hollywood glamorised the image of the vampire, making him the epitome of the American dream - debonair, hypnotically seductive, and immortal. 

The legend of Dracula flows from a man called Vlad III, Prince of Wallachia (c. 1431 – December 1476), who was more commonly known as the Impaler. Historically, Vlad is best known for his resistance to the Ottoman Empire and its expansion and for the cruel punishments he imposed on his enemies. His Romanian surname, Dracula, which Vlad was referred to in several documents, means "Son of the dragon" and points to his father, Vlad Dracul, who received that moniker from his subjects because he had joined the Order of the Dragon. 

Dracul, derived from the Latin word Draco, meant "dragon", though in modern Romanian it means "devil". It is clear from all the stories, with the tale of Vlad being the most authentic, that at the heart of the vampire is a sinister movement of the occult. We all know that satan is the ancient dragon, and so those who are associated with the vampirism movement today do associate it with the dark side of the spiritual side.  

Shall we ignore all of this as but mere tales on the movie screen? Not only do demons exist that function as vampires (draining spiritual life), but mortal humans follow the cult by becoming modern-day vampires. Naturally, if such a demon manifests in a person, then it will cause the person to do unspeakable acts just to taunt the Lord, such as drinking blood [a forbidden act of the Bible].

There is also another very sinister and dark motive behind this campaign. We know life is in the Blood. So when Jesus came and shed His precious and divine Blood, He offered all believers the glorious reality of redemption and everlasting life. Yes, in the Blood of Jesus, we find that death is conquered. But this is exactly what the vampire myth offers. Vampires become ‘immortal’ and powerful because of the blood they consume. 

The devil’s strategy is for mankind to no longer seek the source of our life and hope – the Blood of the slain Lamb – but to seek an alternative source – the devil. For the vampire will always be a representative of evil and a worker of darkness. 

After all, the devil represents darkness, and so does the vampire. The marketing campaign to popularise the vampire is nothing more than to draw people away from the light and into darkness, and to seek life elsewhere beyond true divinity. Again, what is scary is how popular vampires have become. Just like with the portrayal of demons, Hollywood is presenting a false reality that evil is actually good.

Regarding monsters, let us consider the recent explosion of werewolf movies. Once upon a time, werewolves were evil and freaky – think of a Werewolf in Paris and also a Werewolf in London. The true scope of a man shape-shifting into a monster is nothing but demonic. Then the approach to werewolves became softer. Movies like Wolf began to popularise the monster. There was a movie called Lady Hawke. You had similar movies like A Teenage Werewolf (Michael J Fox), followed by a whole host of modern-day movies like Wolverine, The Wolfman and also the latest Twilight saga.

In the mix of all of this is the popular Underworld series, which explores both vampires and werewolves. Again, the world is presented with good and bad werewolves, just like we now get good and bad vampires. Just as in the case of vampires, the world is inundated and overwhelmed with tales of werewolves. These creatures are no longer monsters or terrible fiends, but they are portrayed as victims, as receivers of bad fate, and they have become approachable, presentable, mysterious and even attractive.

The truth is, a demon is very powerful and only a demon in a person can cause shape-shifting and a lust for death. And so you find many people in this world who are drawn to the moon and its strange powers. 

We have reached the point where we can sympathise with them and feel sorry for their struggles.  But it is not only with werewolves and vampire tales that we have been beleaguered with – no, we have tales of all sorts that simply explode into our minds and imaginations. 

Zombie movies have become very popular. Zombies are mythical creatures usually portrayed as either reanimated corpses or mindless human beings. While zombie films generally fall into the horror genre, some cross over into other genres, such as comedy, science fiction, thriller, romance, and even animated films. There have even been developments in zombie-specific sub-genres, such as the "zombie comedy" or the "zombie apocalypse". 

So even zombies are now being portrayed as comical, no longer as they are merely evil. Zombies are nothing more than a portrayal of demon possession, where the demon is in control and grants superhuman strength but also an appetite for evil. 

Just so, we are overwhelmed with tales and stories of creatures and men with special powers and of worlds where one levitates, flies or has superpowers.  These are also signs of demonic powers. Demons allow one to levitate, to grow strong and to do almost inhuman acts. But they also ultimately destroy, kill and maim.

What is the purpose of repackaging monsters? It is to prepare the way for a greater manifestation of demons on earth, and their works and powers will be on display to corrupt, deceive and destroy. And so what does the devil do? Before a manifestation of such demons manifests regularly, is it not wise for vampires and werewolves to be seen by humans as not being scary or frightening but rather creatures that are popular, acceptable, approachable and even lovable?

So when the world does see a rise of such demonic darkness, driven by demonic possession and manifestation, there will not necessarily be fear and panic, but rather a dull sense of acceptance and even a stirring from inside to be part of that world. 

Such an onslaught has caused mankind to become familiarised with demons and, in the process, opens itself up to the world of darkness through legal ground. This then lays the platform for future possessions on a large scale for such powerful demons to deal their hand more openly.

The world will then not shrink in fright or fear when witches, warlocks, sorcerers, and occultists walk among us openly with arrogance. The devil wants mankind to become familiar with the world of the occult and darkness. Dragons, witchcraft, paganism and monsters have all gained a foothold in society’s imagination, and even though some may not accept them to be real, they will not be scoffed at when such reality does dawn in the form of demonic manifestations.

This is a serious strategy, and it is working. Harry Potter’s success proves how mankind has embraced sorcery and the world of magic. Many in churches all of a sudden find it no longer acceptable to hold séances or fortune-telling or to speak to the dead.  Meanwhile, all this sinister propaganda of mediums and spiritualists, of monsters and magic, is nothing more or less than an attempt to quicken the black awakening. With such an awakening comes greater demonic activity on the earth; therefore, more possessions and satanic chaos.

This campaign waged on many fronts, be it on the silver screen or the small screen, be it the printed or electronic media, seeks to destroy, manipulate and kill. It seeks to find a way into the hearts, minds and spirit of mankind so that, like a cancer, it can eat from the inside and, in doing so, allow darkness to settle. 

The world is experiencing an explosion of ancient occultism combined with a wicked fascination for ghosts and all things paranormal. Indeed, while the Bible frowns upon wizards and magic, the world now idolises such men and women who dabble in the dark arts. The end goal is simple: get more and more people interested in the occult so that they can become demonised. The occult is being dangerously presented as exciting and thrilling. 

After all, the allure of power is intoxicating. The occult presents a promise of such power, yet such power only destroys and kills. The reality is that a lot of people are getting into the occult because they want to conjure up demons, curse someone, or they want to be rich, or they want to shape-shift. 

Regarding shapeshifting, there is still a widespread view among Christians that this is not a reality and a mere form of illusion. Shapeshifting is the ability to physically transform oneself through unnatural means. Church father Augustine said that metamorphosis is miraculous and the devil has no miracle-making power; thus, metamorphosis is nothing but an illusion created by the devil and demons. 

In The City of God, Augustine wrote: It is very generally believed that by certain witches’ spells and the power of the Devil, men may be changed into wolves, but they do not lose their human reason and understanding, nor are their minds made the intelligence of a mere beast. Now this must be understood in this way: namely, that the Devil creates no new nature, but that he is able to make something appear to be which in reality is not. For by no spell nor evil power can the mind, nay, not even the body corporeally, be changed into the material limbs and features of any animal . . . but a man is fantastically and by illusion metamorphosed into an animal, albeit he to himself seems to be a quadruped.”

In 906, the Canon Episcopi, one of the most important ecclesiastical documents of the Middle Ages, was put forward. When it was made public by Regino of Prum, Abbot of Treves, it was presented as an ancient authority dating back to the fourth century. Whatever its true origins, it was incorporated by Gratian into his Concordance of Discordant Canons around 1140 and became entrenched in the highest canonical law. The Canon Episcopi upheld the Augustinian view and inﬂuenced demonologists well into the 17th century. Flying through the air and metamorphosing into animals were seen to be foolish illusions.

Yet, is it truly foolishness or has the devil duped the church into believing shapeshifting is nonsense? If it is mere foolishness, why the incredible push from Hollywood to present shapeshifting as a reality to the world? Shapeshifting propaganda, it seems, carries the same urgency as, for example, promoting familiar spirits (consider a movie like The Golden Compass) or ghosts (which do not exist and are demons). 

There are some within the Christian circles who do deep studies into stuff like shapeshifting, and they concur that this is not mere foolishness but is a common practice among the occultists. Remember, shapeshifting has been presented for a long time in mythology, folklore and speculative fiction.

The idea of shapeshifting is found in the oldest forms of totemism and shamanism, as well as the oldest existent literature and epic poems such as the Epic of Gilgamesh and the Iliad. The concept remains a common literary device in modern fantasy, children's literature and popular culture. 

Indeed, you will find that beliefs about shape-shifting are ancient and involve both gods and humans. Shape-shifting is also prominent in Norse, Scandinavian, and Teutonic mythologies. In folktales, you will find wicked sorcerers and witches who turn people into frogs or other creatures, who have to wait for the right person to come along and break the evil spell.

According to traditions, the ability to shape-shift can be acquired through witchcraft, magical training, or endowment by a master. In cultures where shamanic practices are strong, the ability to shape-shift is accepted as a skill necessary for shamanic tasks, which include journeying to other realms and dealing with spirits. Shamans can take the form of their guardian animal spirits or power animals from whom they derive magical powers.

It is also said that a sorcerer or witch might shape-shift to a were-animal, such as a werewolf, to do evil and lay waste to enemies by drinking their blood and tearing them to pieces.  In parts of Southeast Asia, it is believed that the witchcraft/were-animal spirit resides within a person—often passed down through heredity—and can be transmitted to others through contagion. In Western magic lore, the magician Aleister Crowley was reputed to have the power to shape-shift others. 

During the witch trials of the Inquisition—the peak of which occurred in the 16th and 17th centuries—European demonologists debated whether shape-shifting could be conferred by the devil and his demons, or was merely a demonically inspired illusion. Some demonologists, such as Jean Bodin and Joseph Glanvill, accepted shape-shifting, or metamorphosis, as fact. 

Shapeshifting is said to make it possible for people to gain easy entry into a household to cast an evil spell upon an unsuspecting person and also to escape pursuit. In 1547, it was reported that a witch brought before inquisitors in Navarre, France, was able to smuggle along her magic ointment. She rubbed herself down and turned into a screen owl and escaped certain death.

Isobel Gowdie, a Scottish woman who voluntarily confessed to witchcraft in 1662, said she and her sister witches used incantations to transform themselves into hares, cats, crows, and other animals. Sometimes they were bitten by hunting dogs.

We need to realise that something doesn’t become so prominent in folklore or mythology if there is not some truth to it. And the truth is, shapeshifting is a practice and a reality of the dark arts, yet the church ignores its prominence in modern-day societies. Shapeshifting is but another means to attract people to the dark arts and to demonise them. Without a doubt, we live in perilous times where the occult, witchcraft and all kinds of sinister practices are presented on a silver platter to the world. Some may scoff at the offering, but many are grabbing from the plate. This fuels the dark awakening, as more and more people come under the power of the devil.

We need to realise that while we will see an end-time remnant established to bring in the end-time harvest, this period will see a rise in growing demonic activity. This includes blood offerings and ritual abuses.  

Sadly, the church is asleep. We ignore the dark awakening. We ignore the warning signs. We are not prepared for the demonic storm. If people begin to demonically manifest in public, who is going to help? Yes, the followers of God are supposed to set the captives free, but we are so lost in our religion and carnal lust that we are hardly equipped for such a battle.

To be clear, all the monsters and ghosts are real. They are demons who want to gain entry into people’s lives and, therefore, want to be more influential in the natural realm. Yes, familiar spirits are real. Shapeshifting is real. The occult and witchcraft are becoming more and more popular. The question is, what is the church doing in the wake of the black awakening? Not much. We have been engrossed in being a social club instead of an army called to
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