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PaTrick Brontë1777 - 1861

Tabby is the cook, the  housekeeper  and an excellent 

storyteller!

Adelaide & 

ViCToRia

CHARLoTTe1816 -1855

BLACK Tom 

&

 TigER

ELizabeTH1815 - 1825 

Died aged 10

MEET thE whole

 
BRONTË

 

 

Family

Patrick changes the  family name from ‘Brunty’ (a common  Irish name)to  ‘Brontë’ to seem  more posh! Brontë  ‘’

means 

thunder

  

in Greek.

Maria1814 - 1825

 

Died aged 11

TabiTha1771 - 1855
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MARia 1783 - 1821

When Maria and  Patrick meet it is  love at first sight! Maria is very well- read and loves books,  a trait she will pass  

on to her children.  Sadly she dies when the 

children are very young.

AuNT BRAnwell1776 -1842

EMiLY1818 -1848

FLossy

LiTTle 

Dick

ANne1820 - 1849

Aunt Branwell is Maria’s sister. She moves in to look after the children when their mum dies in 1821. She teaches them arithmetic, the alphabet and how  

to sew.

BRAnwell

1817 -1848

KeePer
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Stretching out behind the house are the moors, which the children adore exploring. Many people think moors are very lonely, cold places, but the Brontës love them! They write about them lots in their stories and poems.

1822

The Brontë family live in a house in a  little village called Haworth, in Yorkshire. Patrick is a priest, and the front of the house looks over his churchyard.
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1824

2

Soon it is time to start school! The four oldest girls – Maria, Elizabeth, Charlotte and Emily – are sent to Cowan Bridge boarding school for daughters of clergymen.

This is unusual. School is expensive and  often only boys are lucky enough to attend. The Brontë girls are fortunate that their  father cares about their education. 
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But imagine the worst, most horrible school in the world, and you might be halfway to imagining how awful Cowan Bridge is. The children sleep two to  a bed and the water for washing in each morning  is so cold it is sometimes frozen. The girls eat burnt  porridge for breakfast, and if anyone misbehaves  they risk some truly mean punishments.

The school conditions are so dreadful that Maria  and Elizabeth fall terribly ill with infections that  make them cough badly and have high fevers.  Sadly both girls die.

After that, Charlotte and Emily are home-schooled back in Haworth with Branwell and Anne.
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1826

The children are very isolated, being stuck at home and surrounded by lonely moors with only each other for company. But they begin to be feverishly creative ...

Patrick gives Branwell a present of 12 toy soldiers, which the four children use to create an imaginary world called Glass Town.

Each sibling has their own  soldier, and each soldier rules  his own island.
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