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Dedication


To every single Christian wondering if God has forgotten you: He has not. He is working behind the scenes right now, preparing something more beautiful than anything you could arrange yourself. This book is your road map back to His original design.

To every couple fighting for their marriage when the world says quit: you are holding a line that matters more than you know. Heaven sees you. Keep standing.

And to my wife, Prophet Kajal: God made you worth the wait. Every fast, every tear, and every year. And then He made the wait worth it. You are my "Afrikaner boeremeisie" and I am your "white Indian." God has a sense of humour, and I am grateful He does.
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My Road to Love
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There was this guy who once called his wife a "thing." She did not appreciate it. He tried to defend himself by saying, "Hold on, the Bible backs me up." Proverbs 18:22 (NKJV) says, "He who finds a wife finds a good thing." That sentence nearly started a war in their living room. I still wonder if he survived.

The part that was not funny at all was my own story.

One of the hardest battles I ever fought was finding the woman God had for me. My dating history was proof that I had no idea what I was doing. Relationship after relationship went nowhere. I was trying. I was sincere. Something was blocking it, and I could not figure out what.

I became desperate to find my wife, so I fasted for forty days like Jesus. Not six to six. Continuous. No food. Water only. I gave everything I had and trusted God completely.

Nothing happened.

I did it again. Another forty-day fast. This time, not for myself but for someone else. I sowed it as a seed based on what Jesus taught in Matthew 7:12, doing for others what I wanted God to do for me. I believed what Galatians 6:7 (NIV) says: "Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows." That person got married.

I did not.

I kept sowing. I did multiple twenty-one-day fasts for others. Every time, I stood in faith for them. Every single one got married.

I was still waiting.

Eventually, something changed inside me. I realised I already had victory over this giant of no marriage. I no longer needed to fast for it. I started speaking over people who were still single. They got married too.

When breakthrough is happening for others and not for you, a choice appears. You can get bitter, help the devil by turning your anger toward God, or you can hold on to God tighter than ever. I chose to trust Him, even when I could not see clearly or understand His timing.

We have to settle this. God is not our enemy. He is not in heaven trying to deprive us or make our lives miserable. He is good. Isaiah 55:8-9 (NIV) says: "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," declares the Lord. "As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts."

God sees the entire picture. We do not.

Every instruction in the Bible and every boundary He gives us exists for our protection. Not because He is harsh. Jesus made this plain in Matthew 7:9-11 (NIV): "Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!"

The lie that God wants to hold out on us is exactly that. A lie.

During that time, I pressed into God harder. I began to see that the enemy was deliberately targeting my future marriage. So I went to war. I pored over the Word to discover everything God says about marriage and examined my own motives. I humbled myself. People who had walked this road before me became my teachers, and I studied what godly leaders taught. I also looked at what scientists and psychologists were discovering, because I wanted to understand marriage both biblically and practically.

Then one day, God told me to die to my will to marry.

I knew that if I expected Him to give it back, then I had not truly surrendered. I had to lay it down completely.

About three months later, Prophet Ed Traut called me unexpectedly. "I am at the airport between flights. I only have a moment, but I need to tell you this. God says die to your will to marry." Then he hung up.

I already knew. God had confirmed it.

It was the hardest thing I have ever done. I settled it. I made peace with the idea that I would remain single like the apostle Paul for the rest of my life.

And I let it go.

God was not being cruel. He was breaking the enemy's assignment over my life. The devil knew I would only walk in the fullness of God's calling if I married the one He had chosen for me, because our destinies were tied together. As soon as I fully surrendered, the attack stopped.

If marrying the wrong person can derail your calling, and marrying the right one can unlock it, then marriage deserves far more careful thought than most people give it. I often wonder how many people are missing their God-given purpose because they are tied to someone God never picked.

Three years later, God came through.

He brought me my wife, Prophet Kajal. She is more than I ever asked for and exactly what I need for the mission God has called me to. I could never have found her on my own.

Jeremiah 1:5 (NIV) says: "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations."

Prophet Kajal and I realised God had been setting the entire stage in our lives, leading up to our "I do's." God even told Prophet Kajal to forget about race. She is Indian, and I am Caucasian. Height was her real concern. In a family where everyone is around 5'2", I arrived at 6'4". Good thing God has a sense of humour. I was the right amount of tall for my wife.

Before we go further, let me explain some terms that will come up throughout this book.


The Lingo


Afrikaner: An Afrikaans-speaking individual in South Africa, often descended from Dutch and Huguenot settlers from the 17th century. Usually, they are farmers.

Boer: An Afrikaans-speaking farmer, but it is more than that. It is like saying, "I am tough as nails, I love the great outdoors, and life's challenges? Bring them on!"

Boerseun: An Afrikaans-speaking male, a son (seun) of the soil, from a farming background, raised with the same rugged values and culture as a traditional Afrikaner.

Boeremeisie: An Afrikaans-speaking female (meisie) shaped by that same strong, farm-raised upbringing.

I am an Afrikaner. A proper boerseun, straight from Dutch roots. Normally, a man like me would end up with a boeremeisie. God had other plans. My wife, Prophet Kajal, is Indian. She spent a good part of her life soaking up Afrikaans culture and language.

Before I even met Prophet Kajal, I was already getting a taste of Indian culture. I lived in Lenasia South for a while, a place buzzing with Indian life. I learned to play Thunee and got hooked on local Indian cuisine. If you know Indian food, you know it is not for the faint-hearted. They cook with chillies like it is a love language.

Afrikaners are not exactly known for chilli-eating ability. We like our food hearty, not fiery. But before Kajal and I met, I had already developed a taste for super hot, blow-the-roof-off-your-mouth Indian curries. It turned out to be the perfect answer to what my wife worried about. Kajal was over the moon because she thought I might be a wimp with spicy food.

Before our paths crossed, we both had the same revelation. God is the matchmaker. We each took it to prayer, asking Him to choose for us. And He delivered. God did not only bring us together. He prepared us for each other's cultures. When we finally met, it was not culture shock. It was a perfect fit.

God knew exactly what He was doing. I call her my "Afrikaner boeremeisie" and she calls me her "white Indian." We fit each other perfectly, like a hand in a glove. God has been writing this story with a good dose of humour and laughter.

If you are wondering whether God has someone for you, take it from us. He does.

God made Adam name all the animals, and that was not about taxonomy. God was helping Adam realise he was alone, so he would understand the need for a companion. God created you to be connected, and He understands your loneliness and longing. After all, He made you and every emotion you feel. If He can bring two people from different worlds together and make it fit, what would He not do for you? Ask Him, and watch Him work.


What Fasting Revealed


During my forty-day fast, it felt like a one-on-one masterclass with God. He downloaded wisdom straight into my mind. One major revelation was simple. Dating is not in the Bible.

Then God showed me something that changed everything. He is the matchmaker. All we have to do is pray and ask.

God showed me that marriage, the way He designed it between a man and a woman, is heaven's blueprint on earth. When you see a godly marriage, you are seeing heaven's order in action.

Marriage also does something most people do not realise. It is the backbone of civilisation. God opened my eyes to see that marriage holds society together. When marriages are strong, crime goes down and communities stay stable. Marriage creates order.

This is why the antichrist cannot show up yet. He needs total chaos to take the stage, and as long as marriages stay intact, there is still order in the world. Paul tells us something is holding him back. 2 Thessalonians 2:6 (NIV) says: "And now you know what is holding him back, so that he may be revealed at the proper time." Verse 7 continues: "For the secret power of lawlessness is already at work; but the one who now holds it back will continue to do so till he is taken out of the way."

The power of lawlessness is already working, but something is restraining it. Marriage is standing in Satan's way. No wonder he fights it so hard.

This excites me. The Holy Spirit is raising up a standard against this flood of chaos. Like in Noah's day, God is building an ark again. This time it is for the marriages of Christians who are walking in holiness and standing on His Word.

This understanding changed how I see relationships. I have spent years studying the world's view of marriage and dating, and there is a heap of nonsense out there. Now, for the first time, I am laying it all out.

In this book, you will discover how marriage between a man and a woman brings order and stability and holds back lawlessness. You will see the lies and misconceptions about marriage and dating that keep people trapped. You will learn God's design and order, which works far better than anything we could come up with. We will cover the marriage covenant God Himself established from the beginning, why dating is not biblical, and how God has always been the matchmaker. We will apply the biblical principles that actually work and stand strong against the flood that is coming.

This book was born out of that road. Through the fasting and the surrender, God showed me His original design for marriage.

And now I get to share it with you.
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God's Dream for Family
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Why did God create us? This question unlocks everything that follows about marriage, relationships, and our eternal purpose. Angels were already surrounding His throne, worshipping day and night in perfect harmony, yet something deeper was stirring in God. He wanted more than servants or worshippers. He wanted family.


What Makes Us Different From Angels


Most people do not understand why God chose us over angels for His family. The difference matters more than we realise. When God said in Genesis 1:26 (NKJV), "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness," He was not talking about physical appearance. He was creating beings who could represent Him, carry His nature, and function as His family on earth.

Once you see this, it changes how you see every person you meet. We are all literally family. Every human being is related to you. We all descended from Adam and Eve, which makes humanity one extended family. After the flood, we were connected again through Noah's line. God does not see the racial divisions and cultural barriers people obsess over. He sees one human family, all carrying His image, all invited into His eternal household.

Angels are magnificent beings, but they are servants. They serve as messengers and warriors. They were not made in God's image. When some angels fell with Lucifer, God did not offer them redemption. They were not family. They were servants who violated their assignment.

Humanity was different.

God breathed His own breath into us. We carry His nature and His capacity for relationship. When we fell, God did not discard us like rebellious servants. He pursued us like lost children, because that is what we are. His children. His family.

This is why Jesus could quote Psalm 82:6 and say in John 10:34 (NIV), "I have said you are gods." He was not claiming we are equal to God. He was pointing to our identity as sons and daughters made in His image, carrying His nature. We are family, not creation alone.


God's Family Plan Through Marriage


During one of my fasts, God gave me a revelation that changed everything I understood about marriage. He showed me that marriage on earth, between a man and a woman, is a blueprint of heaven. Marriage goes beyond social invention or companionship. God chose it as His method to build the family He has always wanted.

When God said in Genesis 2:18 (NIV), "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him," He was doing more than addressing Adam's emotional needs. He was laying the foundation for His eternal family project. Marriage creates the building block for godly families, and godly families become the training ground for His heavenly family.

Look at God's pattern throughout the Bible. Every significant move of God flowed through families. Adam and Eve became the parents of humanity. Abraham and Sarah received promises that would bless all nations. Isaac and Rebekah carried that covenant forward. Jacob and his wives formed the twelve tribes of Israel. Even Jesus entered the world through a family.

This is not coincidence. This is method.

Marriage creates families. Families create communities. Communities shape nations. Godly nations become platforms for God's kingdom to advance on earth.

Marriage also connects us to God's authority system. It is the channel through which dominion is exercised on earth. When we honour God's design through covenant marriage between a man and a woman, we operate under His covering. When that design is distorted, whether through cohabitation, same-sex unions, or rebellion against covenant, dominion is forfeited. Authority is handed to Satan, who uses it to establish disorder and lawlessness. The moment we step outside God's structure, we empower the enemy to wreak havoc.


Heaven's Training Ground


Marriage on earth is preparation for our eternal relationship with Jesus. When Paul wrote in Ephesians 5:32 (NIV), "This is a profound mystery, but I am talking about Christ and the church," he revealed something bigger than any couple. Marriage is rehearsal. It is training.

Every husband loving his wife as Jesus loved the church paints a picture of heaven. Every wife responding in trust mirrors the church's relationship with Jesus. The purpose reaches beyond earthly happiness. Marriage is preparing us for eternity.

Jesus explained that in heaven we will not be married to one another. He said in Matthew 22:30 (NLT), "For when the dead rise, they will neither marry nor be given in marriage. In this respect they will be like the angels in heaven." He was pointing to something greater. Earthly marriage prepares us for ultimate union with Him.

God spoke covenant language over His people when He said through Hosea 2:19 (NIV), "I will betroth you to me forever; I will betroth you in righteousness and justice, in love and compassion." Our final marriage is with Jesus.

John saw this future reality when he wrote in Revelation 19:7 (NLT), "Let us be glad and rejoice, and let us give honor to him. For the time has come for the wedding feast of the Lamb, and his bride has prepared herself."

Paul revealed something remarkable about God's family plan when he wrote in Ephesians 3:15 (NIV) that every family in heaven and on earth derives its name from God. Family does not end at death. It reflects something eternal in God's nature.

When a man and a woman enter God-ordained marriage, they are doing more than finding personal fulfilment. They are participating in God's family-building project that spans from eternity past into eternity future. Their children become arrows shot into the future to advance God's kingdom. Their home becomes an embassy of heaven, showing the world what God's family looks like.

This is why marriage matters so deeply to God. The purpose goes far beyond two people being happy. God uses marriage to build His family, advance His kingdom, and prepare His bride for the ultimate wedding feast that is coming.


Why Satan Attacks Marriage


Understanding God's purpose for family makes the attack on marriage clear. The enemy knows that when he destroys marriages, he destroys families. When he destroys families, he weakens the foundation that produces godly children. When fewer children grow up knowing God as Father, the next generation becomes disconnected from His nature.

Something even deeper is happening. When the enemy destroys godly families, he is reducing the size of God's eternal family. God created us to be His family in heaven forever. Every child raised without knowing God as Father is potentially one less family member at the eternal reunion. The enemy is doing more than attacking society. He is trying to steal from God's family table in eternity.

God is responding. He is raising couples who understand His purpose and who recognise their role in His eternal family plan. These marriages become lights in the darkness, revealing what God's family actually looks like.

Marriage is God's method for building the family He has always wanted. When we honour His design, we become living demonstrations of heaven's reality and training grounds for eternity. We become building blocks in the greatest family project the world has ever seen.

Getting marriage right matters because it reaches beyond us. We are building more than relationships. We are participating in God's plan and advancing His kingdom as we prepare for the ultimate family reunion when Jesus returns for His bride.


The Blueprint Behind It All


God's purpose for family is clear. The blueprint He designed to make it happen carries far more authority than most people realise. Marriage is not a social arrangement or a romantic partnership. It is a blood covenant, and we will unpack exactly what that means and why it matters in Chapter 15.

For now, here is what you need to know. The Hebrew word for covenant, berith, means to cut until blood flows. God sealed marriage with blood by design, writing His signature into the human body through consummation. One man. One woman. One covenant. For life. That covenant demands total exchange. Everything you are becomes shared. Two lives merge into one.

This is why the enemy fights marriage so hard. Strong marriages produce strong families. Strong families raise children who understand authority and truth. When marriage collapses, everything downstream collapses with it. Lawlessness fills the vacuum where order once stood. The pressure on marriage keeps increasing because it is calculated.

God did not leave marriage vague or undefined. He gave clear instruction for how it works, from leaving and cleaving to the roles of husband and wife. We will walk through those instructions in the next chapter.
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We need to go deeper into what actually happens when two people say "I do" and enter this God-ordained covenant. The Bible lays out clear instructions, and when you understand these principles, they will change how you see marriage.


Leaving and Cleaving


Jesus outlined God's marriage plan starting with "leaving." This goes far beyond packing boxes and moving out of your parents' home. When a man marries, he establishes a completely new authority structure. His parents no longer govern his life. He becomes the head of his own household.

Jesus asked in Matthew 19:4-6 (NIV), "Haven't you read that at the beginning the Creator 'made them male and female,' and said, 'For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh'? So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate."

Parents can still offer advice and wisdom, but they no longer hold governing authority in this man's life. He carries the full responsibility for leading this new family unit. Biblical authority means taking responsibility to serve and protect everything God has placed in your care.

After leaving comes "cleaving." This has nothing to do with splitting wood. Husband and wife become completely joined together. You are not sharing a surname or a joint bank account. You are sharing a life, becoming one flesh in every sense.

Genesis 2:24 (NIV) says, "That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, and they become one flesh."

Cleaving means you share everything. Your dreams, your burdens, your victories, your failures, your resources, your responsibilities. You become one person living in two bodies.


Biblical Roles


What does the Bible actually teach about how marriage should function? These are God's operating instructions for the covenant He designed.

Mutual Submission.

Paul starts with the foundation most people miss completely. Ephesians 5:21 (NIV) says, "Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ." The engine of a godly marriage is serving each other, not chasing your own agenda. Both husband and wife are called to lay down their lives for each other.

God's Design for Wives.

Ephesians 5:22-24 (NIV) states, "Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything."

Submission here has nothing to do with inferiority or being a doormat. It means recognising God's authority structure and trusting His design. The Holy Spirit is called our Helper, and wives are designed to be helpers to their husbands. The Holy Spirit is not less valuable than Jesus. He is equally God with a different role. The same principle applies to marriage.

Peter adds important insight in 1 Peter 3:1-6 (NIV): "Wives, in the same way submit yourselves
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