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I taught English in South Korea for 10 years to mostly university students. I've taught every class under the sun! These days, I'm living and teaching on Vancouver Island, Canada.

I hold a Masters degree and I've completed the CELTA and DELTA teacher certification programs. You can find me here:

YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/jackiebolen

Instagram: www.instagram.com/jackie.bolen

Email: jb.business.online@gmail.com

ESL Speaking: www.eslspeaking.org

You might also be interested in these resources: Climate Change Dialogues in Intermediate English and The Big Book of Phrasal Verbs in Use. Both of them are by Jackie Bolen. You can find them wherever you like to buy books. 
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​Introduction to the Book 
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Welcome to this book designed to help you expand your knowledge and understanding of American politics. This book is written for intermediate-advanced English learners. My goal is to help you speak and write more fluently. Plus, be able to understand more of what you hear and read. 

Let's face it, English can be difficult to master, even for the best students. In this book, you'll find English dialogues, vocabulary words and phrases that are ideal for intermediate level students or higher. The best way to learn new vocabulary is in context.To get the most bang for your buck, be sure to do the following: 


−  Review frequently.

−  Try to use some of the phrases and expressions in real life. 

−  Don't be nervous about making mistakes. That's how you'll get better at English!

−  Consider studying with a friend so you can help each other stay motivated. 

−  Use a notebook and write down new words, idioms, or expressions, that you run across. Review frequently so that they stay fresh in your mind. 

−  Be sure to answer the questions at the end of each lesson. I recommend trying to do this from memory. No peeking!

−  I recommend doing one lesson a day. This will be more beneficial than finishing the entire book in a week or two. 


	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​The Role of Political Parties
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Emma: I’m learning about the U.S. government in my class. Can you explain how political parties work?

Jack: n the U.S., there are two major parties: the Democrats and the Republicans. They have different ideas about how government should work.

Emma: So people vote for the party that shares their policies?

Jack: Exactly. Each party has its own platform, which is a set of ideas and goals. Candidates from each party run for elections, and people vote.

Emma: The parties help people understand what each candidate stands for.

Jack: Yes! They play a big role in shaping government decisions.

Vocabulary

political party: A group of people with similar ideas about government.
party: An organized political group that competes in elections.
policies: Official plans or ideas of a government or political group.
platform: A set of beliefs and goals of a political party.
election: The process of voting for leaders or laws.
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Comprehension Questions

	What are the two major political parties in the U.S.?

	What is a platform in a political party? 

	How do political parties help people during elections? 


Answers

	The Democrats and the Republicans.

	A set of beliefs and goals of a political party. 

	Political parties help people understand what each candidate stands for and shape government decisions. 


Discussion Questions

	Why do you think political parties are important in a democracy?

	How do political parties influence government decisions? 

	What are some advantages and disadvantages of having a two-party system? 
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​The Electoral College
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Jake: Did you watch the election results last night?

Lisa: It’s crazy how a candidate can win the popular vote but still lose because of the Electoral College.

Jake: The system was created a long time ago to give smaller states more power, but some people think it’s unfair now.

Lisa: Instead of letting all votes count equally, it gives more influence to certain states. That’s why some people want reform.

Jake: But others argue that if we switched to a direct election, big cities would have too much influence over the results.

Lisa: I still think every vote should matter the same. Maybe there’s a way to amend the system.

Jake: Changing the constitution isn’t easy. It would take a lot of legislation and agreement from many states.

Vocabulary

Electoral College: A system in the U.S. where electors, not the public directly, choose the president. 

reform: A change or improvement to a system. 

influence: The power to affect decisions or actions. 

amend: To change or modify something, especially a law.

legislation: Laws or rules made by a government. 

Comprehension Questions

	Why does Lisa think the Electoral College is unfair?

	What is one reason some people support keeping the Electoral College? 

	Why does Jake say that changing the system would be difficult? 


Answers

	Because a candidate can win the popular vote but lose the election.

	Because they believe a direct election would give too much influence to big cities. 

	Because it would require legislation and agreement from many states. 


Discussion Questions 

	What do you think of the electoral college?

	Does your country have a similar style of political system?

	Is it unfair that big cities have more power in politics?
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​The Role of the President and Vice-President
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Tom: Have you ever wondered what the role of the president and vice president in the United States is?

Sarah: The president is the leader of the country.

Tom: Yes, the president is responsible for making decisions about laws, the military, and international relations. They also represent the country in meetings with other countries.

Sarah: And what about the vice president? 

Tom: The vice president supports the president and steps in if the president cannot perform their duties. They also lead the Senate and help break ties in voting. 

Vocabulary

president: The elected leader of a country.

vice president: The second-highest official in a country.

international relations: The relationships and agreements between different countries. 

Senate: A part of the United States government that helps create laws and make decisions. 

Comprehension Questions 

	What is the main responsibility of the president?

	What role does the vice president play if the president cannot perform their duties? 

	How does the vice president contribute to the Senate? 


Answers

	To make decisions about the country's laws, military, and international relations, as well as represent the country.

	The vice president steps in if the president cannot perform their duties

	The vice president leads the Senate and helps break ties in voting.


Discussion Questions 

	How do you think the roles of the president and vice president affect the decision-making process in the United States?

	Should the vice president have more power or responsibilities?

	How do you think the relationship between the president and vice president influences their ability to govern effectively? 
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​Voter Turnout
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Emily: Did you vote in the last election?

Jake: I was busy, and I didn’t think my vote would make a difference.

Emily: I understand, but voter turnout was really low. When fewer people vote, a small group decides for everyone.

Jake: I also didn’t know much about the candidates.

Emily: There are ways to learn! You can check official websites and watch debates. Also, some places have early voting, so you don’t have to wait until election day.

Jake: I’ve also heard about mail-in ballots. How do those work?

Emily: You get your ballot in the mail, fill it out at home, and send it back before the deadline.

Jake: If more people knew about these options, participation would go up.

Vocabulary

voter turnout: The percentage of people who vote in an election. 

early voting: The option to vote before the official election day. 

mail-in ballot: A voting method where people receive and return their ballot by mail. 

ballot: The paper or electronic form used to vote. 

participation: The act of taking part in an activity, such as voting. 

Comprehension Questions

	Why did Jake not vote in the last election? 

	What are two ways Emily suggests to make voting easier? 

	How can mail-in ballots help increase voter participation? 


Answers

	Because he was busy and didn't think his vote would make a difference. 

	Emily suggests using early voting or mail-in ballots. 

	Mail-in ballots allow people to vote by receiving and returning their ballot by mail, making it more convenient and accessible. 


Discussion Questions

	What are some reasons people choose not to vote?

	In your country, what methods are used to encourage higher voter turnout?

	How can education and awareness campaigns help increase voter participation, especially among younger generations? 
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​Money and Political Campaigns
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Emma: Money has a big impact on political campaigns lately.

Liam: It seems like candidates with more financial support have a better chance of winning.

Emma: Money can pay for advertisements, travel, and even hiring experts to manage the campaign.

Liam: It's unfair. Some candidates might have good ideas, but they don't have the funding to get their message out.

Emma: It's not just about TV ads. Some wealthy donors can influence a campaign's direction with large contributions.

Liam: That makes me wonder if people are voting based on the best ideas or just the one with the most backing.

Emma: It's hard to say. But, we need to have stricter regulations to prevent money from affecting the outcome of elections.

Vocabulary

impact: The effect or influence something has. 

funding: Money provided for a specific purpose, like supporting a campaign. 

backing: Support, especially financial or political. 

regulations: Rules or laws that control how something should be done. 

Comprehension Questions

	What are some ways that money can influence a political campaign?

	Why does Liam think it’s unfair for some candidates to have more financial support than others? 

	What does Emma suggest should be done to make the campaign system fairer? 


Answers

	By paying for advertisements, travel, and hiring experts to manage the campaign.

	Because some candidates with good ideas might not have enough funding to get their message out.

	Emma suggests that there should be stricter regulations to prevent money from affecting the outcome of campaigns.


Discussion Questions

	Do you think money should play a big role in political campaigns?

	How can we ensure that all political candidates have equal opportunities to share their ideas?

	How do other countries deal with this issue? 


	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​The Supreme Court
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Sarah: The Supreme Court has a big impact on laws in the US.

Tom: They play a huge role in shaping policy. They interpret the constitution and make decisions that affect things like education and healthcare.

Sarah: Can you give me an example of how they influence policy?

Tom: One famous case was Brown v. Board of Education, where the Court decided that racial segregation in schools was illegal.

Sarah: So, the Supreme Court can change laws even if the government doesn't pass new laws?

Tom: Exactly! Sometimes, they even create new legal standards that the government must follow.

Vocabulary

Supreme Court: The highest court in the US. 

policy: A plan or course of action that is followed.

segregation: The practice of keeping different groups of people separate.

legal standards: Rules or guidelines that are established by law and must be followed.

Comprehension Questions

	What is the role of the Supreme Court in shaping policy?

	How did the Supreme Court influence education through the Brown v. Board of Education case? 

	Why can Supreme Court decisions have a lasting impact on laws and government actions? 


Answers

	They interpret the constitution and makes decisions that shape laws.

	They ruled that racial segregation in schools was illegal.

	Because they set legal standards that the government and society must follow, even without new laws being passed. 


Discussion Questions

	Do you think the Supreme Court should have the power to change laws without new legislation?

	How do Supreme Court decisions affect people’s daily lives?

	What qualities are important for a Supreme Court judge to have? 
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