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Introduction to the thematic study and historic environment



0.1 Your exam


What is assessed and how

The GCSE course that you are following is made up of four different studies.




	 
	Paper 1: Thematic study and historic environment
	Paper 2: Period study and British depth study
	Paper 3: Modern depth study





	What is assessed?
	Section A: Historic environment
This focuses on the relationship between a place and historical events and developments.

	Option P: Period study
This focuses on a wider world topic over a period of at least 50 years.

	This focuses on the complexity of a historical society or situation. The interplay of different aspects of history is considered.



	Section B: Thematic study
This focuses on change and continuity across a long sweep of history, from the medieval period to the present day.

	Option B: British depth study
This focuses on a period of British history over a short period of time (less than 40 years).




	How is it assessed?
	Written exam: 1 hour 20 minutes
30% of your GCSE

(52 marks)

Section A – 3 compulsory questions

(16 marks)

Section B – 2 compulsory questions and 1 from a choice of 2

(36 marks)

	Written exam: 1 hour 50 minutes
40% of your GCSE

(64 marks)

Period study – 2 compulsory questions and 2 from a choice of 3

(32 marks)

British depth study – 2 compulsory questions and 1 from a choice of 2

(32 marks)

	Written exam: 1 hour and 30 minutes
30% of your GCSE

(52 marks)

Section A – 1 compulsory question and 1 from a choice of 2

(16 marks)

Section B – 4 compulsory questions

(36 marks)






This book prepares you for Paper 1: Crime and punishment in Britain, c1000–present and Whitechapel c1870–c1900: crime, policing and the inner city.

It focuses on how crime and punishment changed in Britain over a long period of time. You will study:


	•  how key features in the changes to definitions of crime and the nature of punishment were linked with the key features of society in Britain across different time periods

	•  the causes and consequences of the changes that took place in crime and punishment

	•  the significance of key developments, individuals and events

	•  the nature and process of change. This will involve understanding patterns of change, trends and turning points, and the influence of factors encouraging or inhibiting change within periods and across themes in crime and punishment.






	Period and theme
	Key content
	Review pages





	1 Crime and punishment in medieval England, c1000–c1500
	

	•  Medieval definitions of crime against authority, the person, property

	•  Changing definitions of crime after the Norman Conquest

	•  The role of local communities in medieval law enforcement

	•  The nature and purpose of punishment

	•  Case study: The influence of the Church on crime and punishment




	Pages 26–27



	2 Crime and punishment in early modern England, c1500–c1700
	

	•  Change and continuity in the definitions of crime

	•  Changes to the role of the local community in law enforcement

	•  Continuity in the nature and purpose of punishment

	•  Case studies: The Gunpowder Plot and Matthew Hopkins




	Pages 46–47



	3 Crime and punishment in eighteenth- and nineteenth-century Britain, c1700–c1900
	

	•  Changing definitions of criminal activity

	•  New approaches to law enforcement

	•  New attitudes to the nature and purpose of punishment

	•  Case studies: Pentonville prison and the reforms of Robert Peel




	Pages 74–75



	4 Crime and punishment in modern Britain, c1900–present
	

	•  New definitions of crime in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries

	•  Modern-day policing

	•  The abolition of the death penalty and alternatives to prison

	•  Case studies: The case of Derek Bentley and the treatment of conscientious objectors in the First and Second World Wars




	Page 100



	5 Whitechapel, c1870–c1900
	

	•  The local context of Whitechapel, including problems with overcrowding and housing

	•  Provisions for the poor

	•  The impact of migration on Whitechapel

	•  Policing and the problems of investigating the Ripper murders




	Pages 130–31







[image: ]

Revision Tip

Break down your revision into manageable chunks of content


	•  This book is organised into five parts that reflect the parts of the specification.

	•  At the end of each part of the course, make sure you review and revise what you have just covered.

	•  The ‘Exam Practice’, ‘Recall Challenge’ and ‘Review’ features will help you do this.
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How the thematic study will be examined
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Exam Tip

Take time to understand the question

You should always spend time making sure you identify the focus of the question and planning your approach before you start to write your answer.

[image: ]







	Type of question
	Guidance
	Marks
	Writing time
	Advice and practice





	Section A: The historic environment: Whitechapel, c1870–1800: crime, policing and the inner city
These questions require you to analyse and evaluate historical sources (contemporary to the period).




	1a/b
	

	a  Describe one feature of …

	b  Describe one feature of …




	Focus on the question – identify a feature and then support with a sentence of historical information.
Repeat for question 1b.

	2 + 2
	6 minutes
	Pages 108, 114 and 129



	2a
	How useful are Sources A and B for an enquiry into …
	The sources could be visual or written. They will relate to an aspect of the enquiry in the question.
Focus on how the sources are useful.

Use the content of the source, the provenance of the source and your contextual knowledge to evaluate the usefulness of the sources.

	8
	12 minutes
	Pages 109, 114, 119, 129 and 132



	2b
	How could you follow up Source A/B to find out more about …
	Identify a detail from the content of the source linked to the enquiry in the question.
Write a question that will provide you with more information for the enquiry.

Identify a contemporary source and make it specific to the enquiry. Check that it will have the answer to your question.

Explain how the source will answer your question.

	4
	6 minutes
	Pages 125, 129 and 133
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Revision Tip

Make exam practice part of your revision

Exam Tips give you step-by-step guidance on how to tackle each type of question. Effective revision is not just learning the content. You need to understand what each type of question is asking you to think about in the exam and to practise delivering it.
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	Type of question
	Guidance
	Marks
	Writing time
	Advice and practice





	Section B: Thematic study: Crime and punishment in Britain, c1000–present
These questions focus on second-order concepts such as continuity, change, cause, consequence, significance, similarity and difference.




	3
	Explain one way … similar/different …
	Focus on the question – explain a similarity or difference.
Support with historical examples from both time periods in the question.

	4
	6 minutes
	Pages 37, 47, 76, 86 and 102



	4
	Explain why …
	Focus on the question and explain why there was change in crime and punishment.
Aim to write three paragraphs. Support your answer with at least three aspects of knowledge.

	12
	18 minutes
	Pages 73, 76–77, 85, 91, 97 and 103



	5/6
	‘Statement’: How far do you agree?
	This is an essay question, requiring you to reach a judgement.
Aim to agree with the statement and then disagree with an alternative argument. Support your answer with at least three aspects of knowledge.

Make sure that you write a conclusion explaining how far you agree with the statement.

	20 (16 + 4 for SPaG)
	30 minutes
	Pages 28–29, 48, 49, 77 and 103
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Revision Tip

Take responsibility

Reflect on your strengths and weaknesses. What question types do you struggle with? Spend more time practising the types of question you find most difficult. Use feedback from your teacher to improve your approach.
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0.2 The Big Picture: Identify the key questions
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Connect and Engage

The period summaries below identify people and events that have shaped crime and punishment in Britain since c1000. They also show the big questions you will cover. However, top history students do not only answer other people’s questions, they also ask questions of their own! As you read each summary, note down your own questions (large or small) about each period.

[image: ]







	Part 1: c1000–c1500: Crime and punishment in medieval England, The impact of the Norman Conquest





	Big question: How far was the Norman Conquest a turning point for crime and punishment in medieval England?



	Definitions of criminal activity

[image: A painting illustrating William the First sitting on a throne and being crowned, and two people standing on both sides of the throne.]


	•  Crime against authority was the most serious type of crime during the medieval period. Those who threatened the social order, and particularly those who threatened the power and authority of the monarch, were punished severely.

	•  After the Norman Conquest, William I introduced new laws such as the Murdrum Law and the Forest Laws, which led to new definitions of crime against authority.

	•  Poaching was a social crime, considered by many to be victimless and was, for some, necessary for basic survival, despite its official status as a crime against authority.

	•  Other definitions of crime included crimes against the person and crimes against property.




	The nature of law enforcement and punishment

	•  Medieval punishment aimed to serve as a deterrent. In the absence of a police force, deterring criminals from committing crime in the first place was important.

	•  Retribution was an important part of punishment. Severe punishments such as the death penalty ensured the criminal paid the ultimate price for their crime and served as a deterrent to others.

	•  Fines were used for less serious crimes.

	•  The Church had a big influence on crime and punishment, offering sanctuary to criminals and trial by ordeal to establish innocence or guilt. Tension between the Church and the monarch (who had ultimate responsibility for law and order) grew throughout the period.

	•  Communities were small, so a system of community-based law enforcement was common. This worked on the principle of collective responsibility – all members of the community had a responsibility to uphold and enforce the law.






	Part 2: c1500–c1700: Crime and punishment in early modern England, A period of religious instability



	Big question: To what extent did religion influence attitudes towards crime and punishment in early modern England?



	Definitions of criminal activity

[image: A portrait sketch of Guy Fawkes.]


	•  There was little change in the definition of crimes against the person or property.

	•  Guy Fawkes and his fellow conspirators were found guilty of treason for their failed attempt to blow up parliament in the Gunpowder Plot.

	•  Heresy became a serious crime at a time when religious division and tension were at an all-time high.

	•  There was a huge increase in witch trials as a result of new definitions of witchcraft as a crime, which were fuelled by religious paranoia within communities and by the authorities.

	•  Vagabondage emerged as a crime after an increase in unemployment and homelessness.



	The nature of law enforcement and punishment

	•  Deterrence and retribution continued to be the main aims of punishment in the early modern period.

	•  Capital punishment remained the most frequently used punishment for serious crimes, with executions carried out in public.

	•  In 1688 the list of capital crimes (punishable by death) was increased to 50 crimes. This was the beginning of a period which became known as the Bloody Code.

	•  Transportation was introduced as an alternative to the death penalty.

	•  Houses of correction (early prisons) were opened for less serious crimes such as vagrancy.

	•  Communities still played a role in law enforcement, but growing populations led to the introduction of town watchmen.

	•  The Tudors removed any remaining influence the Church had on law enforcement, such as benefit of clergy.






	Part 3: c1700–c1900: Crime and punishment in eighteenth- and nineteenth-century Britain, A revolution in policing



	Big question: How did Robert Peel revolutionise the nature of law enforcement and punishment?



	Definitions of criminal activity

[image: A portrait of Robert Peel.]


	•  An industrial revolution changed the way that people worked and lived. Increased poverty and poor standards of living led to an increase in crimes such as theft, which were sometimes simply the result of trying to survive.

	•  The Tolpuddle Martyrs were transported to Australia as authorities became increasingly concerned about trade unions and workers looking to improve their pay and conditions.

	•  There was an increase in crimes such as smuggling and poaching, which many still viewed as social crimes.



	The nature of law enforcement and punishment

	•  Concerns grew throughout the period that public execution was no longer an effective deterrent. In 1868, executions were moved to within prison walls, no longer carried out in front of a public audience.

	•  Transportation as a punishment was abolished.

	•  Prisons became a much more popular and cost-effective way of punishing criminals, but there was concern over conditions within them. Campaigners such as John Howard and Elizabeth Fry worked to bring these concerns to the attention of the government so that improvements could be made.

	•  Brothers John and Henry Fielding established the Bow Street Runners, a small group of men who policed the area of London around Bow Street.

	•  Robert Peel introduced penal reform, which brought the Bloody Code to an end. His 1823 Gaols Act addressed many of the concerns raised by Fry and, in 1829, he took the Metropolitan Police Act through parliament – leading to the first government-backed professional police force in London.






	Part 4: c1900–present: Crime and punishment in modern Britain, Modern-day attitudes to crime, punishment and policing



	Big question: How have public attitudes to crime and punishment changed since c1900?



	Definitions of criminal activity

[image: A portrait of Derek Bentley.]


	•  Technology has changed the way that criminals can operate. It has led to new ways of committing crime, such as identity theft and scamming. But it has also impacted the nature of what is targeted by thieves, who often focus on highly priced technology such as cars and mobile devices.

	•  There have been changes to definitions of criminal activity throughout the twentieth and twenty-first centuries, to include driving offences, hate crime, race crime and drug crimes.



	The nature of law enforcement and punishment

	•  Science and technology have also had a huge impact on the effectiveness of policing. Forensic science such as fingerprinting and DNA testing has led to more criminal convictions and the police have made use of technology such as cars, radios and computers to track and catch criminals.

	•  The Derek Bentley case caused a public outcry. The nineteen-year-old was hanged for the murder of a police officer. His case is controversial because of his learning disabilities and the fact that he did not pull the trigger of the gun that killed the officer.

	•  Public attitudes have had a huge impact on punishment. During the mid-twentieth century, capital punishment was abolished in Britain, partly because of public attitudes and media coverage.

	•  Rehabilitation became the main purpose of punishment, with prisoners offered access to education programmes to help them prepare for life after prison.






	Part 5: Whitechapel, c1870–1900: Crime, policing and the inner city



	Big question: What can we learn from sources about the people, crimes and policing of the Whitechapel area of London?



	

[image: A map showing Whitechapel High Street and surrounding streets.]


	•  Whitechapel was in the poor quarter of London’s East End. Poverty and crime were significant aspects of its environment.

	•  Poverty, crime and anti-social behaviour such as alcoholism were often linked in Whitechapel.
Some of its poorest residents committed ‘survival’ crimes such as theft or prostitution.


	•  Whitechapel was a maze of narrow cobbled streets featuring rookeries and lodging houses where the poor lived. This made the area harder to police.

	•  H Division of the Metropolitan Police Force was responsible for the policing of Whitechapel.

	•  In 1888 the Jack the Ripper murders shook Whitechapel. The police were heavily criticised by both the media and local residents for failing to catch the killer.











0.3 Factors that help to explain change and continuity in crime and punishment
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Research & Record

What factors influenced the history of crime and punishment?

Over time, definitions of criminal activity and the nature of law enforcement and punishment have changed significantly. Today we might be horrified at the thought of a criminal being subject to public execution as a punishment for stealing. But there was a time when the authorities believed that this was the most effective way to deter would-be criminals.

So why has crime and punishment changed so much over time? That’s what this course is all about.

The cards on page 11 show the main factors that have affected crime and punishment. Pictures A–D below show types of punishment during different periods. Which time period does each image show?


	1  Can you match one factor from page 11 to each picture?

	2  Look back at the Big picture on pages 8 and 9. What factors can you see influencing crime and punishment in each period?

	3  Make a large copy of a table like this to record your research. Keep this table and add to it throughout your course. Make sure you provide evidence to support your answers.






	Period
	Factors that influenced developments
	Evidence





	c1000–c1500
	The role of the Church
	The Church offered criminals sanctuary which increased tension between the Church and monarch.



	c1500–c1700
	 
	 



	c1700–c1900
	 
	 



	c1900–present day
	 
	 






[image: A painting illustrating a sailing ship, three boats full of people and a crowd on the shore waving at the ship.]

Picture A




[image: Closeup of a person’s leg wearing an electronic ankle tag.]

Picture B




[image: The engraving of Bridewell Prison, London.]

Picture C




[image: A painting illustrating a man being hanged and a group of people watching it.]

Picture D
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Change and continuity

Throughout this course, you need to look for change and continuity in crime and punishment in Britain. Consider when change or continuity took place. Consider why crime and punishment changed or continued. Begin to reach judgements about how much change and continuity took place.



[image: ]

Change

When definitions of criminal activity and the nature of law enforcement and punishment were different from previously.
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Continuity

When definitions of criminal activity and the nature of law enforcement and punishment stayed the same as previously.
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Factors affecting crime and punishment
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The role of individuals

Individuals have greatly influenced punishment and law enforcement. For example, during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, individuals such as John and Henry Fielding and Robert Peel had a huge impact on policing.

[image: ]






[image: ]

The role of the Church

The Church has influenced crime, punishment and law enforcement in the past. For example, in the later medieval period, there were clashes between the Church and monarchs over how much influence the Church had in law enforcement. However, in the early modern period the biggest impact of the Church was in definitions of criminal activity, with witchcraft and heresy laws both heavily influenced by religious fear and belief.
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The role of the government

In modern crime and punishment, government plays a crucial role. During the nineteenth century, the government passed laws to compel regions across England to introduce their own police forces. Today these police forces work together, sharing information on a national database to tackle crime. The government passes new laws to deal with modern issues, which have seen new measures in the twenty-first century to overcome drug crimes, hate crime and other forms of discrimination.
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Science and technology

Developments in science and technological improvements have transformed crime, punishment and policing in the past 200 years. New equipment and forensic science, such as fingerprinting and DNA testing, have revolutionised the ways in which criminals are caught and brought to justice.
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Attitudes in society

Attitudes in society have both encouraged and inhibited change. For example, in the medieval and early modern periods, the public were an important and enthusiastic audience for public execution. However, this changed in the nineteenth century when public execution ended, and by the twentieth century attitudes in society towards the use of the death penalty had changed significantly, contributing to its eventual abolition as a punishment in Britain.
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Revision Tip

Factors affecting change and continuity

Questions 4, 5 and 6 in the exam will test your knowledge and understanding of change and continuity in crime and punishment in Britain. You should use the five factors in the boxes above to explain why there was change and continuity. These questions carry a lot of marks and the more care you give to completing this table as you revise, the better able you will be to write good answers.
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0.4 Key features: How this book works

The tasks in this book will help you learn what you need to know and how to apply your knowledge to answer exam questions effectively. They are your ‘steps to success’.
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Revision Tips


	1  Don’t delay revision until just before the exam.
Revision should be an ongoing process. You need to revisit topics that you have studied regularly. Otherwise, as the graph shows, you will quickly start to forget key information.


	2  Retrieval practice makes your memory stronger.
When you recall what you have previously studied, your brain strengthens connections and makes it easier to recall this information in the future.


	3  Spaced practice helps you remember for longer!
At the end of each topic, we test you, not just on that topic but on previous ones as well. You should regularly return to the Review tasks from previous topics and test your knowledge of ‘older material’. As the graph shows, this should improve recall and stop you forgetting.





[image: A line graph showing relation between recall and time after learning is finished.]


Long Description
The horizontal axis represents time, while the vertical axis represents recall. A Recall/forgetting without revision line originates from the highest point on the vertical axis, reaches an initial peak and slopes sharply downward over time. Four Recall with regular revision lines follow the trajectory of the initial line. Finish learning marks the origin of both axes.
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Apply Recall Challenges

Let’s start by recalling what you have read in the Big picture on pages 8 and 9.

1  Know the key individuals

Match each person below with the correct description.




	Individual
	 
	How their work influenced changes in crime and punishment





	William I
	 
	Campaigned for improved conditions for prison inmates



	Robert Peel
	 
	One of the conspirators responsible for the Gunpowder Plot



	John and Henry Fielding
	 
	Controversially executed for the murder of a police officer, causing public outcry



	Derek Bentley
	 
	Introduced new laws to protect Norman authority in England



	Elizabeth Fry
	 
	Established the Bow Street Runners



	Guy Fawkes
	 
	Introduced the Metropolitan Police Act





2  Know the key words

Match each key word below with its definition or description.




	Key words
	 
	Definitions





	Deterrent
	 
	A disciplinary measure in which society was expected to work together to bring criminals to justice or face collective punishment



	Retribution
	 
	The practice of executing someone as punishment for a crime after a proper legal trial



	Capital punishment
	 
	A physical punishment designed to inflict pain



	Collective responsibility
	 
	The act of ending a practice or punishment



	Penal reform
	 
	The process of changing punishments, including conditions in prison



	Abolition
	 
	The act of making a change to something to improve it



	Reform
	 
	Something which discourages or is designed to discourage someone from doing something (e.g. committing crime)



	Corporal punishment
	 
	Punishing a criminal in a way that is equal to the crime that is committed
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Part 1 c1000–c1500: Crime and punishment in medieval England



Connect and Engage – William I

Born in around 1028, William was the illegitimate son of Duke Robert I of Normandy. William was recognised as the heir to the Duchy of Normandy (a territory, in France, ruled by a duke or duchess) and inherited the role of duke in 1035 when his father died.

From 1047 William dealt with numerous rebellions that threatened to destabilise Normandy and he gained a reputation as a ruthless military commander and leader. At the time, England was made up of Anglo-Saxon earldoms, in which earls controlled the land on behalf of the king, including taking responsibility for law and order.


[image: A painting illustrating William the First sitting on a throne and being crowned, by two people standing on both sides of the throne.]

A painting showing William I being crowned as king of England in 1066



Under Edward the Confessor, the Godwinson family had become the most powerful earls in England. Harold Godwinson, Earl of Wessex, was particularly popular with the Anglo-Saxons and, after Edward‘s death, was crowned King of England on 6 January 1066.


Rebellion, rebellion and more rebellion

After his victory over Harold Godwinson at Hastings, William I was crowned King of England in Westminster Abbey on 25 December 1066. This is known as the Norman Conquest.

William took the English crown by force and there followed several serious rebellions during the first five years of his reign. These included Exeter, York and East Anglia where there was resistance to Norman rule. He was determined to establish his authority and unite all of England under his control.



The impact of William’s rule on crime and punishment

Where necessary, William used brutal methods and force. He used harsh punishments for rebels, which often extended to punishing the whole community by destroying farmland and livestock. It is estimated that around 100,000 people starved to death because of food shortages created by such punishments. Therefore, his reign had a significant impact on crime and punishment.

Under William’s rule, the power of the king increased and this included more influence over the law. New definitions of crime were introduced that helped William gain and maintain power. Punishment and law enforcement became more centralised, with less influence from local communities. There was also an increase in the use of harsh punishments, including execution.



[image: ]

Connect & Engage

Why did challenges to William I’s rule influence the law?


	1  Explain why William faced challenges establishing his authority as king of England.

	2  Identify the methods William used to overcome these challenges.

	3  Why do you think William wanted more influence over the law?



[image: ]







1.1 The nature and changing definitions of crime in medieval England
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Research & Record

How did definitions of crime change in England during the medieval period?

Copy and complete this table using pages 15–17 to map the change and continuity in definitions of crime in the medieval period.




	The nature of crime
	Examples from the Anglo-Saxon period
	Explanation of change or continuity after the Norman Conquest
	Explanation of further change in the later medieval period





	Crimes against authority
	 
	 
	 



	Crimes against the person
	 
	 
	 



	Crimes against property
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Before William I


[image: A pyramid chart showing Anglo-Saxon society hierarchy, with the king at the top and descending levels of earls and local community.]

The structure of Anglo-Saxon society, with the king at the top




Long Description
The structure is as follows: King, the wealthiest and most important person in Anglo-Saxon society who had ultimate responsibility for law and order. Then Earls who were rewarded with land for their loyalty to the king. The earls controlled this land, referred to as earldoms, to assist the king in maintaining law and order. Then Thegns who helped the earls to maintain law and order at a more local level. Then Ceorls, also called peasants, who were responsible for community law enforcement. The ceorls made up approximately ninety percent of the population. Then slaves at the bottom who worked the lands and served their households.


The Anglo-Saxons had a structured society which defined importance and wealth. This structure influenced their ideas about justice. They believed that:


	•  the status and position of each group should be clear in the law

	•  actions that threatened the structure of society were defined as crimes

	•  earls played an important role in protecting the structure of society by maintaining law and order

	•  the local community had a responsibility to enforce the law by policing its own behaviour.





[image: ]

Revision Tip

It is easier to learn information when you reduce it into fewer key points. In bullet points, summarise the information on these pages about the role played by each of the following in maintaining law and order in Anglo-Saxon society:


	•  the king

	•  earls

	•  the local community.
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Definitions of crime in Anglo-Saxon England

Crime in Anglo-Saxon England can be organised into the following types:





	Crimes against authority

[image: A crown silhouette.]


	These crimes were considered the most serious type of crime as they threatened the authority of the king and his nobles and so were a threat to the structure of society.
Examples: treason (betraying or rebelling against the king) and betraying your lord





	Crimes against the person

[image: A male and female silhouette.]


	These crimes were actions in which physical force was used against a person and harm caused.
Examples: murder and assault





	Crimes against property

[image: A house silhouette.]


	These crimes were carried out against personal property, such as a home or possessions.
Examples: theft and arson (setting fire to something)





	Some social crimes were actions that were against the law but not viewed disapprovingly by most people in society. The authorities took a very different view of social crimes, classing them as crimes against authority, the person or property, depending on the crime. For example, poaching (hunting for food on land you did not own) was a seemingly victimless crime but was actually a crime against authority.






Definitions of different crimes in Anglo-Saxon England





Changing definitions of crime as a result of the Norman Conquest

Before the Battle of Hastings, Anglo-Saxon systems of law and order were very effective. After the Norman Conquest, William I did not abolish these existing systems. Instead, he amended or added new laws and used harsh punishments to secure his position as king and reinforce his authority.


Murdrum Law

After the Norman Conquest, Anglo-Saxons outnumbered Normans 300 to 1. The Murdrum Law was introduced to protect Normans, who were surrounded by an English population that was unhappy at being conquered. The law stated that if a Norman was murdered by an Anglo-Saxon, the killer would be executed if they were caught. If the killer was not caught, then the hundred on which the body was found had to pay a large fine to the king. This was known as the Murdrum Fine.

This law made the murder of a Norman a more serious offence than the murder of an


[image: A flow diagram showing responses to authority of William the First.]





Long Description




Forest Laws



[image: A map of England showing area of royal forests.]
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Crimes in the later medieval period





	Treason
	In 1351, the Treason Act distinguished between high treason (disloyalty to the king) and petty treason (murdering a superior). Both were punishable by death.



	Demanding better pay (and working conditions)
	In 1348, the Black Death killed approximately one-third of England’s population. As a result, there was a shortage of labour and those who were left were in high demand.




	Heresy
	As head of the Church, the Pope could pass laws to protect the status and position of the Church in society. Some people were openly critical of its wealth and power, but laws passed in 1382 (and again in 1401 and 1414) defined heresy – speaking out against God or the Church – as a crime punishable by death.








1.2 The role of the authorities and local communities in law enforcement in medieval England
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	Law enforcement
	Anglo-Saxon period
	Norman period
	Later medieval period





	The role of the community
	 
	 
	 



	The role of the authorities
	 
	 
	 



	The role of the Church
	 
	 
	 





[image: ]





Law enforcement during the Anglo-Saxon period



The role of the authorities



[image: A flow diagram describing law enforcement within the Anglo-Saxon earldoms.]





Long Description




The role of the community



[image: A group of medieval men dressed in tunics and cloaks stand in discussion.]







The role of the Church



Trial by ordeal
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[image: A group of three medieval men, one holding a sword and shield, another standing near a boiling pot over a fire, and a third stirring the pot.]
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Law enforcement during the Norman period



The role of the community




The role of the authorities




	•  Shires were now called ‘counties’ but shire courts were disbanded. Previously, the royal court had operated only in Westminster. But, in 1166, Henry II ordered royal judges to travel the country in circuit, visiting each county twice a year to hear the most serious criminal cases. This led to the court system becoming more uniform across the country.

	•  Manor courts were introduced to deal with less serious crimes locally. They were overseen by the lord of the manor and a jury was made-up of the wealthiest villagers.





The role of the Church



[image: Two medieval men in tunics fighting each other using sword and shield.]








Law enforcement during the later medieval period



	•  The hue and cry remained, with locals expected to look out for people committing crime within their communities.

	•  Local juries were still used to deal with less serious crimes in manor courts.

	•  The royal court continued to deal with serious crimes.
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1.3 The nature of punishment in medieval England
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	Anglo-Saxon period
	Norman period
	Later medieval period





	Capital punishment
	 
	 
	 



	Corporal punishment
	 
	 
	 



	Compensation
	 
	 
	 



	Humiliation
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Aims and methods of punishment in medieval England



	•  deterrence – to put off others from committing crime

	•  retribution – to gain revenge by delivering justice for those affected by the crime.
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Punishment in Anglo-Saxon England




	•  A system of fines known as ‘Wergild’ was introduced to compensate the victims of crime or their families using money. The amount of Wergild depended on the type of crime and the social status of the victim. Murder carried a higher price than physical injury, and the price for a noble victim was higher than that for a peasant. In cases of physical injury, each body part had its own price. Wergild continued throughout the Anglo-Saxon period, but increasingly capital punishment became the preferred punishment for murder.

	•  Corporal punishment was used for a range of crimes against the person or property, including assault and theft. This could include removing a body part that was necessary to commit the crime, called maiming.

	•  Humiliation was used for lesser crimes such as public disorder and drunkenness. The stocks and pillory (wooden structures used to secure the criminals’ feet or hands and neck) made criminals a public spectacle as they were deliberately placed in the centre of the village. Members of the community might shout abuse or throw things at them. Criminals were left for days through all weathers.




[image: Two medieval men in stocks and three men outside the stocks.]






Changes to punishment after the Norman Conquest








1.4 Case study: The influence of the Church on crime and punishment in the early thirteenth century
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[image: A diagram showing two papers consisting of a list each, titled as The Church and The authorities.]


Long Description
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The end of trial by ordeal




Benefit of clergy






Sanctuary



[image: A metal door knocker shaped like a face with hollow eyes and a ring in its mouth, surrounded by detailed leaf-like patterns.]
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	1  Complete this first paragraph to explain how the Church’s influence changed in the thirteenth century.

	2  Write a second paragraph to explain another way in which the Church influenced medieval crime and punishment. For example, you could explore how the Church took a more lenient approach to punishment and why this led to conflict with the authorities in the later medieval period.
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1.5 Medieval period review
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	1  The period summary chart below summarises the medieval period. Study it carefully, then create a blank copy (with only the themes listed on the left-hand side) and try to reproduce all the information from memory alone. Use a whole page of A4 paper with three rows – one per theme. This is a challenge but worth the effort because it will reveal what you are able to remember easily and what you are finding harder to recall.

	2  Once you have done the best you can, review your attempt against the period summary chart below. Fill in any gaps using a different coloured pen. This will remind you what you are struggling to remember.






	Period summary c1000–c1500



	Theme
	Evidence of continuity
	Evidence of change





	Definitions of crime
	

	•  Throughout the period crimes against authority were defined as the most serious of crimes. This reflected the hierarchical structure of society in the medieval period.



	

	•  The Norman Conquest in 1066 influenced attitudes towards crimes against authority.

	•  Changing definitions such as the Murdrum Law were introduced to protect Norman authority.

	•  The Forest Laws made poaching a crime against authority, although many people continued to view it as a social crime.

	•  In the later medieval period, the new definition of treason to include high treason (disloyalty to the king) demonstrated the individual importance of the monarch.






	Enforcing the law
	

	•  Both Anglo-Saxon and Norman societies relied heavily upon local communities to enforce the law through tithings and the hue and cry.

	•  In addition, both the authorities and the Church played a role in enforcing the law, through a system of official courts and trial by ordeal.

	•  Across the whole medieval period, the king was responsible for law and order.

	•  The influence of the Church also continued, despite attempts by monarchs to reduce it.



	

	•  The Normans introduced trial by combat as a new ordeal.

	•  They also introduced Church courts to deal with moral crimes, reflecting the importance of the Church during this period.

	•  In the later medieval period, law enforcement became more centralised with the introduction of JPs and parish constables, which meant the role of the local communities was overseen by royal officials.

	•  Trial by ordeal ended in 1215.






	Punishment: the emphasis on deterrence and retribution
	

	•  In the absence of an official police force, deterrence and retribution were an important part of enforcing the law (crime prevention).

	•  Throughout the period, severe punishments aimed to deter potential criminals from committing crime.

	•  Retribution reflected attitudes to crime, with the harshest of punishments used for crimes against authority.



	

	•  The Normans ended the Anglo-Saxon practice of Wergild; instead, punishment was administered by the authorities and fines were paid directly to the king’s officials. This demonstrated the importance of Norman authority.

	•  There were also harsher punishments for rebellion, which often extended to the wider community and not just the instigators.

	•  In the later medieval period, men found guilty of high treason were sentenced to be hanged, drawn and quartered.








[image: ]






[image: ]





	•  attitudes in society

	•  the role of individuals and institutions, such as the Church and government/authorities

	•  science and technology.








	Factor
	How it influenced change
	How it influenced continuity





	Individuals
	William I was driven by his need to assert authority. This resulted in changes to definitions of crime against authority with the introduction of the Murdrum Law and the Forest Laws.
	William I inherited an effective system of Anglo-Saxon law enforcement. Therefore, the Normans continued to rely upon local communities to enforce the law through a system of tithings and the hue and cry.



	Institutions: the Church
	 
	 



	Institutions: government/authority
	 
	 



	Attitudes in society
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1.6 Medieval period exam practice
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[image: A crown silhouette.]


[image: A male and female silhouette.]


[image: A house silhouette.]


	a  What type of crime does each graphic represent?

	b  For each type of crime, list as many specific examples as you can think of.

	c  Now, using a different coloured pen, add the types of punishment that were used to punish each type of crime.








	Key word bingo





	Sanctuary
	Benefit of clergy
	Church courts



	Murdrum
	Justice of the peace
	Treason



	Maiming
	Capital punishment
	Stocks & pillory






	a  For each key word or phrase, write a definition from memory. Then check your definition against the information in this chapter and in the glossary on pages 134–35.

	b  For each word in the top row, explain how it was linked to the influence of the Church.

	c  For each word in the middle row, explain how it was linked to the role of authority.

	d  For each word in the bottom row, explain how it provided deterrence.
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	•  Do not simply describe methods of law enforcement such as the tithing, explain how this links to the role of the community and its significance to law enforcement at the time.

	•  Explain how justices of the peace were significant to law enforcement in the later medieval period. Use this point to develop a counter-argument that shows the importance of the role of the authorities.
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	•  Decide whether you agree or disagree that the role of the local community was the most important factor in medieval law enforcement and begin your paragraph with ‘In conclusion, the statement can be disagreed with …’

	•  Go on to explain why you have reached this judgement by saying that there were other important factors such as the role of the authorities and the Church.
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	•  Paragraph 1: Agree with the statement – explain how the role of local communities, in particular the use of tithings, was important to medieval law enforcement.

	•  Paragraph 2: Agree with the statement – explain that there were other important community-based methods of law enforcement, such as the hue and cry.

	•  Paragraph 3: Disagree with the statement – explain how religious ideas, such as the use of trial by ordeal, also influenced law enforcement.

	•  Paragraph 4: End with a conclusion – decide whether you agree or disagree with the statement overall and explain why.





	•  Make sure you explain and support the points you make. Do not simply state that the role of local communities was important to medieval law enforcement – explain how and give specific examples.

	•  Do not simply state that other factors influenced medieval law enforcement. Explain these factors and explain that they were not linked to local communities.
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Made up approximately 90% of the population.
They were responsible for community law enforcement.

SLAVES

Worked the land as well as serving their households.
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SHIRES: Earldoms were divided into shires. Each shire had a
reeve, a local official appointed from within the community
who was responsible for bringing suspects to court and making
sure punishments were carried out. Over time, the title ‘shire
reeve’ became ‘sheriff'. Shire courts were controlled and run
by the earl. They met at least twice a year and oversaw trals

for serious crimes such as murder
HUNDREDS: Each shire was divided into hundreds. They were
made up of 100 households, which made law and order as well as
management of the shire easier. Hundred courts met every month

10 deal with minor crimes. A jury made up of local men who knew
both the accuser and the accused heard evidence from both sides.

(TITHINGS: Within each hundred, tithings were formed. A tithing
was  group of 10 familes from which all men over the age of 12
were responsible for the behaviour of the others. If a member of a
tithing committed a crime, the others were responsible for

ensuring that person was brought to justice. The whole tithing
could be punished, usually with a fine, if they failed to do so.






