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Part 1: The arrival of the King 
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The family of Jesus the King

1:1 These are the parents, and their parents, and their parents, of Jesus the King, who was in the family of David, in the family of Abraham.

2More than a thousand years ago, Abraham was the father of Isaac, who was the father of Jacob, who was the father of Judah and his brothers. 

3Judah and Tamar (from the land of Canaan) were the parents of Perez and Zerah. Perez was the father of Hezron, who was the father of Ram, 4who was the father of Amminadab, the father of Nahshon, the father of Salmon. 5Salmon and Rahab (from the city of Jericho) were the parents of Boaz; Boaz and Ruth (from the nation of Moab) were the parents of Obed, who was the father of Jesse, 6father of David the king of Israel.

The Jewish kings

David and the wife of Uriah (Bathsheba) were the parents of Solomon, 7who was the father of Rehoboam, the father of Abijah, the father of Asa. 8Asa was the father of Jehoshaphat, the father of Joram, the father of Uzziah. 9Uzziah was the father of Jotham, the father of Ahaz, the father of Hezekiah. 10Hezekiah was the father of Manasseh, the father of Amon, the father of Josiah. 11Josiah was the father of Jeconiah and his brothers; that was when the Jews were forced out of their land and taken as slaves to Babylon.

The family line continues

12The family line continued one after another: Shealtiel, then Zerubbabel, then 13Abiud, Eliakim, Azor, 14 Zadok, Achim, Eliud, 15Eleazar, Matthan, and Jacob. 16Jacob was the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, the mother of Jesus, who is called the Christ, the Messiah, the leader God chose for his people.

17There were 14 generations from Abraham to David, 14 from David to the Babylonian captivity, and 14 from the captivity to Jesus Christ.

The birth of Jesus

18This is the story of Jesus’ birth: After Mary had promised to marry Joseph, but before they slept together, she became pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19Joseph was a good man, so he planned to stop the marriage without telling everyone that Mary had done something wrong. 20A messenger from God told him in a dream, “Joseph, don’t be afraid to get married. The baby inside Mary is from the Holy Spirit. 21You will name him Jesus (which means God saves), because he will rescue his people from their sins.” 

22 This gave full meaning to something the prophet Isaiah said: 23“A young woman will have a baby and he will be called Emmanuel,” which means “God with us.” 24Joseph did what he had been told. He took Mary as his wife, 25but they did not sleep together until after Jesus was born.

The wise men visit

2 Jesus was born in Bethlehem, in the time of King Herod. Some time later, some wise men from the East came to Jerusalem 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? We saw a new star in the sky that says there is a new king, and we have come to honor him.” 

3When King Herod heard this, he and everyone in Jerusalem were upset. 4Herod asked all the religious leaders where the Messiah, the leader that God chooses, would be born. 5They answered, 


He will be born in Bethlehem. The prophet Micah wrote: 6 “Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, you are important, because a ruler will come from you who will be a shepherd for my people Israel.”


7Herod found out from the wise men when the star had first appeared. 8He told them, “Go to Bethlehem and try to find this boy. When you find him, tell me, so I can go and honor him, too.” 

9The wise men then left. When they saw the star again, 10they shouted with joy. 9 It led them and stopped above the house where Jesus was. 11They went inside, saw the boy with Mary, kneeled before him, and gave him gold two kinds of special incense. 12They were warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, so they went back to their own country by a different road.

Escape to Egypt

13Afterwards, one of God’s messengers told Joseph in a dream, “Take Mary and the child to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, because Herod will try to kill the child.” 14So that very night, they left, 15and they stayed in Egypt until Herod died. This gave full meaning to something God had said through the prophet Hosea: “I called my Son out of Egypt.”

16When Herod figured out that the wise men weren’t coming back, he became very angry. He sent men to search in and around Bethlehem and kill all the boys age two and under, based on the time the wise men had told him. 17This gave full meaning to a prophecy spoken by Jeremiah: 18“Loud crying was heard in Ramah: Rachel weeping for her children. She could not be comforted, because they were gone.”

Return to Nazareth

19After Herod died, one of God’s messengers told Joseph in a dream, 20“Take Jesus and Mary back to the land of Israel, for the people who wanted to kill Jesus are now dead.” 21So they went back. 22Archelaus, one of Herod’s sons, was ruling Judea, and Joseph was warned in a dream, so he was afraid to go there. They went to Galilee, 23to a town called Nazareth. This gave full meaning to something the prophets had said, that Jesus would be called a Nazarene.

John the Dipper

3 Years later, a man named John went to the desert in eastern Judea. There he was preaching, 2“Change the way you are thinking, because the kingdom of heaven is almost here.” 3Isaiah was talking about John when he said: “Someone is shouting in the desert, ‘Prepare for the Lord; make it easy for him to get here.’”

4John wore clothes made from camel hair and a leather belt. He ate grasshoppers and wild honey. 5People from Jerusalem, Judea and places near the Jordan River went to hear him, 6and he dipped them in the Jordan River as they admitted that they had been doing wrong things. He was called John the Dipper.

7Many of the religious leaders wanted John to dip them in the water, too, but he said to them: 


You are children of poisonous snakes! Who warned you to escape from the future punishment? 8If you want to be dipped, show me, by what you do, that you have changed what you think. 9Don’t think that God accepts you just because you are children of Abraham. God can make children out of stones, if he wants to! 10The ax is ready, and trees that do not produce good fruit will be cut down and burned.

11I dip people in water to show that they want to do what God wants, but someone will soon come who has more power. I am not good enough to even carry his shoes! He will dip people in the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His tools are ready, and he will separate the wheat from the straw. He will save the wheat, but burn the straw!


Jesus is dipped

13After that, Jesus came to the Jordan River and wanted John to dip him in the water. 14 John tried to talk him out of it: “The dipping that you can give is better than mine, and I need yours. So why do you want me to dip you in the water?” 

15Jesus answered, “Let’s do it anyway, because it’s the right thing to do.” So John dipped him in the water. 16As Jesus was coming up, the sky opened and he saw the Spirit of God coming down like a bird to sit on him. 17A voice from the sky said, “This is my dearly loved Son; I am very happy with him.”

God’s spirit enemy tries to get Jesus to do something wrong

4 Then God’s Spirit led Jesus into the desert, where the liar (God’s spirit enemy) would try to get him to do something wrong. 2After Jesus had gone without food for forty days, he was very hungry. 3The liar said to him, “If you are the Son of God, turn these stones into bread.”

4 Jesus answered, “Scripture says, ‘We cannot live with just physical food, but we also need every word that God says.’”

5Then the liar took Jesus to Jerusalem, had him stand at the highest part of the temple, 6and said, “If you are the Son of God, jump off. Scripture says, ‘God will tell his helpers to take care of you’ and ‘they will protect you, so you will not even hurt your foot on a stone.’” 

7Jesus replied, “Scripture also says: ‘Don’t try to force God to do something.’” 

8The liar then took him (perhaps in a dream) to a very high mountain and showed him all the nations and their beauty. 9 He said, “I will give you all this if you kneel down and give me the honor you give to God.” 

10Then Jesus said to him, “Get out of here, you enemy! The Scriptures say that God is the only one we should honor and obey.” 

11The liar went away, and God’s spirit helpers (angels) began taking care of what Jesus needed. 

Preaching in Galilee

12When Jesus learned that John the Dipper had been put in prison, he went into the region of Galilee. 13He moved from Nazareth to the town of Capernaum, near the Lake of Galilee, where the Israelite tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali used to live. 14This filled the meaning of something the prophet Isaiah said:


15Land of Zebulun and Naphtali, near the sea, on the other side of the Jordan River, Galilee of the nations—16the people in darkness, in the shadow of death, have seen a great light.


17Jesus then began to tell people: “Change what you are thinking and doing, because God’s kingdom is almost here!”

Jesus calls some students

18As Jesus was walking near the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon (later called Peter) and Andrew his brother, fishermen, throwing a net into the sea. 19He told them, “Come with me, and you’ll be able to catch people instead of fish!” (Learn from me, copy me, and you’ll be leaders in God’s world.) 20They dropped their nets and followed Jesus. 21He walked further and saw James and his brother John in a boat with their father Zebedee, repairing their nets. He called them, and 22right away, they left the boat and their father and went with Jesus.

Jesus preaches and heals

23Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in the synagogues, preaching good news about God’s kingdom, and healing all kinds of diseases. 24Stories about him spread throughout the Roman province of Syria, and people brought to Jesus folks with health problems. Some had problems with fainting and falling down, some could not walk, some were bothered by evil spirits, and Jesus healed them. 25Large crowds followed him—people came from Galilee, the Ten Greek Cities, Jerusalem, Judea, and areas east of the Jordan River.
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