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  How did the war start?
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  All over Britain, at just before 11:15 a.m. on a Sunday morning, people tuned in their radios to hear the Prime Minister say: This country is at war with Germany.
  It was 3 September 1939, and the Second World War had begun.


  But of course, the PM hadnt just woken up that morning and decided to start a war. Thats not how these things work. The war wasnt a huge surprise; most of the people
  listening to their radios would have been expecting it. In the Prime Ministers speech, he also said how sad he was that there had to be a war, and how he had tried everything to avoid it.
  But Adolf Hitler, the leader of Germany, would do anything to get his way and the only way to stop him was to fight back.


  Adolf Hitler had been making trouble for years. First Hitler increased the size of his army, and then he started to occupy other countries in Europe. In 1938 he marched his soldiers into Austria
  and announced that it was now part of Germany  and he didnt plan to stop there. Britain and France, the other two most powerful countries in Europe, saw that Hitler was getting greedy
  for other countries land, but they werent sure what to do about it.
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    Before TVs were commonplace, most people received their news from listening to the wireless or radio.

  


  Did Britain and France try to stop Hitler in other ways first?


  Yes. They tried asking Hitler diplomatically to stop, even agreeing to let him occupy just part of the next country on his list, Czechoslovakia. After all,
  neither Britain nor France had much spare money for paying soldiers or buying guns, and as it was only twenty years since the end of the devastating First World War they were desperate to avoid
  another fight.


  But asking nicely didnt work. Hitler broke his promise, and went ahead and invaded the whole of Czechoslovakia. Next on the list was Poland. Britain and France realized they had to get
  tough, and promised Poland that if Hitler invaded, they would send soldiers to help. This didnt stop Hitler either  the Germans attacked Poland on 1 September. Two days later, after
  warning Hitler again and giving him one last chance to back down, Britain and France declared war on Germany and the British Prime Minister, Neville Chamberlain, gave everyone the sad news over the
  radio.


  But thats just the story of how it happened, not why. To really find out how Europe had got into this mess, we have to rewind a bit.


  Some of the trouble came down to money. In the 1930s, there was a terrible economic crisis all over the world. In lots of countries in Europe, people lost their jobs and
  couldnt afford to buy food. Prices were getting higher and higher. Life was really hard, and the usual crowd of politicians didnt seem to be helping. So in some countries, the people
  turned to extreme kinds of politics, including Fascism and Communism.
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    Countries Germany had invaded by October 1939.

  


  How were Fascism and Communism different to Democracy?
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    Adolf Hitler was Germanys Dictator.

  


  In democracies such as France and Great Britain, the public could (and still can) vote for who they want to be in charge. During the 1930s, Fascist and Communist countries
  appointed strong leaders, who would not allow any other political parties or different ideas. They were known as dictators, meaning everyone had to do what they said. They
  made it appear as if their way was the only right way of doing things, and the people were not allowed to publicly disagree.


  Adolf Hitler was Germanys dictator. The German people were especially keen to find someone to solve their problems for one big reason: they had been on the losing side in the First World
  War, and it hadnt gone well for them. Like the other countries involved, Germany had lost a huge number of young men in the last war, and had spent more money than it could afford. But as
  the loser, Germany had also been punished for its part in starting the war. It had to pay money to the winners to say sorry, and it had also had land which it thought should
  be part of Germany taken away and given to other countries. And, to make sure Germany didnt start another war, the winners had made it agree to keep its army and navy small.


  All this felt like an insult to lots of Germans, including Hitler, who had fought in the First World War. As well as having bad money problems, Germany also felt humiliated by everything that
  had happened since the First World War.
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  How did Hitler persuade the German people that he should be in charge?
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  Hitler told the Germans what they wanted to hear: that they deserved to have more land and power, and that they deserved to regain their national pride. He made very passionate,
  impressive speeches which convinced people he knew what he was talking about. After being appointed Chancellor in 1939, he took charge and started on his plan to make Germany great  by
  grabbing land from the countries next door. So thats why Hitler invaded Poland in September 1939, and thats why Britain and France declared war on Germany, and thats how the
  Second World War began.



  So what happened next?
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  This all brings us back to that Sunday morning, 3 September 1939. As soon as war was declared, new and frightening things started to happen. Loud, wailing air-raid sirens
  sounded over London, warning people that bombs might be dropped at any moment. Huge silver balloons appeared in the sky over the nations cities. Everyone was given a box with a gas mask in
  it. But where were all the soldiers, sailors and airmen rushing off to, and what would they be doing when they got there? Read on for all the answers!
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    Everyone in Britain was issued with a gas mask in case of a poison gas attack.

  


  Who else was on our side?
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  In 1939, Britain had quite a team of friends and helpers. As well as England, Scotland and Wales, Britain had its Dominions (Ireland, Canada, Australia, New
  Zealand and South Africa) and also the British Empire (including India, and many countries in Asia, Africa and the Caribbean). In all, about a quarter of all the people in the world were ruled over
  by Britain in some way.


  Most countries in the Empire didnt get a choice about whether to join the war or not  if Britain was fighting, so were they. It was different for the Dominions, who could decide
  for themselves. Once Britain declared war, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa and Canada all decided to join in on her side, while Ireland stayed neutral  meaning it didnt join
  either side.


  Britain, together with the Empire and Dominions, was part of a bigger group too, called the Allies (meaning someone whos on your side). At the start of the war, the other
  main Ally was France. There were also refugees from other countries which were attacked by Germany over the course of the war, like Poland, Greece and Belgium, who fought
  alongside Britain and France. The situation kept on changing: France got scrubbed out of the list of Allies in 1940, when the Germans invaded. And in 1941, two major powers joined the Allies: the
  Soviet Union (Russia) and America. The Russians thought they had agreed not to go to war against the
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