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Marriage sometimes has a way of exploding right before your very eyes. I’ve been lucky. Darnel and I have celebrated ten years of wedded bliss as a bi-racial couple. It hasn’t always been easy. He has a circle of friends that were angry. He married a blond-headed white woman while I had friends I married a black man.

To me, skin is just a color. I look at the heart and he’s a sweetie. No doubt about it, we hit it off from day one. We met in our sophomore year of college and remained friends for three years. We married just after we graduated, after dating for only six months. They said it wouldn’t last because we had too much stacked against us. 

“You’ve only dated for six months,” his mother said.

“You’re from two different cultures,” my father said.

And the barrage of doomsday predictions came. I think we stuck it out just to show them all we could. And we did!






We agreed early on with no children. Neither one of us care to be parents, both of us coming from larger families. I have three older sisters and he has two older sisters and three younger brothers, albeit from a blended family. His parents divorced when he was three, so his youngest brother is a half-brother. It doesn’t matter. Both of us agree.

Maybe someday we’ll adopt. Maybe.

Three years ago, Darnel received a promotion to be made manager of the local home security system business in town. It was a big deal and finally; he used his business degree in the manner he desired.

Me? I’m an interior designer at Hello Home, a big high-end furniture store. I’ve been with them for five years now. 

We’re both thirty-two years old, and very settled in our riverside condo. We spend our free time traveling and enjoying outdoor sports like skiing and deep-sea fishing.

Comfortable. That’s a good way to describe our life together. We’re comfortable.

Our condo overlooks the river, which lazily flows in a big curve around the small hills. On days when it pours, the area fills in and it becomes a wide, raging river. We’re high enough if it ever flooded here, the whole world would be dead. 

“Hey, baby,” Darnel says as he comes in from his morning jog.

“I thought you went for a run. What’s on the agenda today?” 

He rubs the towel over his neck and sits back, taking deep breaths. “I have an out-of-town business meeting at the end of the week. Need to shop for that.”

“Let’s go to the mall,” I say as I finish dusting the furniture.

“Mall, or the superstore. I’d like to buy some extra stuff like snacks and those socks they sell.”

I laugh. He normally likes his high-end clothing, except for the socks. We buy the giant bag with twenty-four pairs. 

“I’d like some new underwear too.”

“Then we hit Arbor’s.” The giant mall department store is the place we purchase most of our clothing. Though I thought his underwear collection was okay.

Darnel’s looks make women turn their heads, watching as he strolls through the corridor. Yeah, he’s mine, hands off, bitches. I lace my hand through his arm to let them know. He works out, carries a mass of muscles and his boyish face to boot. My brown sweetheart turns heads. They are jealous of what I, a blonde, pale white woman, have. 

“Hey, what do you think?” He holds up a package of silky colorful men’s underwear. 

I flinch. “What on Earth do you want those for?” Normally, he’s an all-cotton guy.

He shrugs. “I don’t know. Just ready for a change.” He shoves the package into the small cart and we move along, looking at other clothes hanging on the rack.

I think nothing more of it and giggle as I pick up a pair of silk panties to match his. “Should I?” My brow wags.

He chuckles. “Knock yourself out,” he says.

“Hungry?” We walk toward the food court.

“Yeah, but not for cheap fried food. I want a nice sit-down place, serving steak,” I say.

“Ah, Montana’s Finest it is.”

The steakhouse has a line in the front. It is Saturday, and it is lunch hour. Darnel pulls his VIP card and we move to the head of the line. We pay extra for the VIP card, so we never have to wait on service. It also gives us access to their bar, where he can enjoy his craft beer while waiting for the meal.

“Can you believe our ten-year anniversary is coming up?” I smile at my handsome husband. “And they said we wouldn’t last.”

“Ha! We showed them! Ten years of wedded sexy bliss,” he says as he leans in and sneaks a kiss.

“We’ll take a big vacation this year in celebration. Where would you like to go?”

He takes a bite of steak and wipes his mouth. “Somewhere warm and tropical. Like our honeymoon.”

“Hawaii again?”

He makes a face. “Let’s take a Caribbean vacation this time. Maybe one of those resorts down there.”

“Yes! I’ll plan it, okay?”

He chuckles. “Of course, my beautiful wife. Make sure there’s a bikini in your bag and plenty of those little umbrella drinks.” He wags his brow.

Happily, I’ve kept my body nice and since we chose not to have children, I can still wear a bikini. In fact, I know I look good. I’ve had plenty of men gazing my way when we’ve gone on vacations in years past. Though we’re both thirty-two now, we keep in shape.

I confirm the reservations for June. Our wedding anniversary is June 1, and we set the vacation for June 12-22. 

“Done and done.” I shut the tablet and lay it on the nightstand.

Darnel hops in bed, completely naked. His hands reach for me and I giggle as we tumble under the sheets.
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