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			Jane Austen

			English writer

			
					Born in Steventon in 1775

					Died in Winchester in 1817

					Notable works:	Pride and Prejudice (1813), novel

	Emma (1815), novel

	Persuasion (1818), novel




			

			Jane Austen was an English woman of letters and was born in 1775 and died in 1817. The daughter of a rector of the Anglican Church and a member of English good society, she grew up surrounded by her six brothers and her sister. Her parents could not afford to offer her long years of studying, so her education came from her father, her brothers and the family library, which was particularly well-equipped and to which she had free access. She never married and lived her whole life with her family.

			Her works often contain criticisms of the sentimental novels of the second half of the eighteenth century. Jane Austen denounces the woman’s dependence on her husband. The main novels published during her life are Sense and Sensibility (published anonymously in 1811), Pride and Prejudice (1813), Mansfield Park (1814) and Emma (1815).

		


		
			Persuasion

			A love story with an uncertain outcome

			
					Genre: novel

					Reference edition: Austen, J. (2014) Persuasion. Tustin: Xist Publishing.

					First edition: 1818

					Themes: love, marriage, money, worldliness, women’s education, feminism

			

			Persuasion was published posthumously in 1818. It tells the story of Anne Elliot, a young Englishwoman who meets Frederick Wentworth by chance, a man whose proposal she had refused several years earlier. At the time, the young woman had let herself be persuaded that such a union was financially unwise. But now, Anne knows that she still loves Mr. Wentworth and she does not know what to do about it, even more so because familial matters trouble her life, which had been nicely organized until then.

			Through this reunion, of which the outcome remains uncertain throughout the novel, Jane Austen tackles the matter of the position of woman in Georgian society, and of social life in Bath, a balneal city that was very fashionable during the 19th century.

		


		
			Summary

			Chapters 1-5

			Anne Elliot, a young Englishwoman aged 27, lives with her father, Sir Walter Elliot, and her eldest sister, Elizabeth, on the family estate of Kellynch. The youngest of the family, Mary, lives nearby, at Uppercross, with her husband Charles Musgrove.

			Conceited and stupid, Sir Walter gets along with his eldest daughter, who inherited his character. Therefore, Anne Elliot finds comfort and affection in Lady Russell, who used to be a close friend of her deceased mother.

			Upholding a ruinous lifestyle and spending more than he can afford, Sir Walter is nearly bankrupt. The only option is to let out the estate and settle in Bath, where Lady Russell stays each winter. The family castle is then rented to Admiral Croft, who is an officer in the Royal Navy, and his wife, born Wentworth. The latter is none other than the sister of Frederick Wentworth, whom Anne had very nearly married a few years earlier. The young woman had had to decline the offer, and Sir Walter deemed it a social mismatch, and Lady Russell thought it unwise: the young man had no fortune, no connections, and his function as an officer in the Navy was too risky. Anne had agreed with her friend despite some deep regrets. Eight years later, Frederick Wentworth has acquired a sizable fortune, climbed up the ladder and his situation is flourishing.

			As the departure to Bath is drawing nearer, Mary, who is ill, asks for Anne’s presence at her side. It is decided that the young woman should stay with her sister and be reunited with the family later.

			Chapters 6-13

			Anne’s stay with the Musgroves startsout well. Charles is a charming man, and Anne truly appreciates his parents and his two sisters, Henrietta and Louisa, who live nearby.

			The Crofts, the new inhabitants of Kellynch, arrive at their new home and it is soon discovered that Mrs. Croft’s brother is coming, to Anne’s dismay, as she fears coming face to face with her former love. The reunion finally takes place: the two young people are cold and distant towards each other.

			As days pass, a friendly relationship is woven between the young Wentworths and Musgroves, and the latter begin nursing a secret hope: that of a union between their daughter and Frederick, who seems quite taken with Louisa, as Henrietta is already nearly engaged to one of the neighbors.

			As Anne’s departure to Bath becomes imminent, the decision is taken to spend a few days in Lyme, a small neighboring harbor. There, Anne meets a man several times who seems to take an interest in her and looks at her intensely. Seeking to know more about him, she discovers that the man is Mr. Elliott, her father’s presumptive heir and her own cousin. However, she has never met this man, because in the past he had put an end to his relationship with that branch of the family. 

			As the group is wandering around one last time, Louisa Musgrove falls and is hurt. As her state makes it impossible for her to travel, the Harvilles, a couple of friends of the Wentworths, offer to put her up. Mary stays behind to take care of her sister-in-law. The rest of the group leaves the harbor city and Anne prepares for her journey to Bath.

			Chapters 14-24

			In a letter from Elizabeth, Anne learns that Mr. Elliott is also staying in Bath. He already visited the family several times, to their utter astonishment, considering his past behavior. There, Sir Walter and Elizabeth also find Mrs. Clay, a friend of Elizabeth’s, whose presence prompted rumors: is she looking to marry Sir Walter, who has been a widower for so many years?

			Anne finally reaches the water resort. She is happy to find Mrs. Smith, a former boarding school friend, who is now widowed and nearly penniless.

			Lady Russell is delighted with Mr. Elliot’s change of attitude towards his family. She is sure that he wishes to marry Anne, who does not know what to think of her cousin, other than that he seems to be lacking honesty.

			Anne receives a letter from Mary telling her that the Crofts are also going to stay in Bath and that Louisa, well again, is going to marry Captain Bentick. This news surprises her, as she thought that the young woman was in love with Frederick Wentworth. However, she is very happy to know that the young man is unattached.

			A few days later, the Crofts arrive, accompanied by Frederick. Anne and Frederick spend time together and, little by little, a new relationship between them is born. However, the continuous presence of Mr. Elliot, who does not leave Anne’s side, makes a more intimate relationship impossible.

			Moreover, Mrs. Smith soon tells something to Anne that sheds light on her cousin’s character: Mr. Elliot used to be her late husband’s friend. For many years, the Smiths lent him money, thus enabling him to continue to mix with good society. However, when his friends started having money troubles, he spurred them to make investments which ruined them. Now wealthy, Mr. Elliot is pointedly ignoring the widow of his late friend and will not even help her to access part of her fortune, which is stuck in India. Anne is thankful to Mrs. Smith for having told her the truth. From now on, she will know where to stand.

			A few days later, Frederick Wentworth gives Anne a letter in which he confesses his love. The young woman also confesses that she loves him still. They decide to marry and, this time, nobody opposes the union.

			Meanwhile, Mr. Elliot strangely disappears. They discover that he only stayed in Bath and reclaimed his kinship with the family, because he feared a union between Mrs. Clay and Sir Elliot. Indeed, if a son had been born from such a marriage, Mr. Elliot would have been definitely deprived of his inheritance. Seeing that this union was not going to happen, he had decided to marry Anne. Yet as his plans had been thwarted, he finally fled to London with Mrs. Clay.
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