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	Endorsements:

	 

	“Samuel Deuth broke onto the scene as one of the most influential evangelists and preachers in America but it wasn’t always that way. He labored for years in obscurity discipling the next generation of Church leaders and spending his day’s training in the Word of God. He will show you how you too can be used by God in greater ways but much of your training will be in obscurity under the watchful eye of God, and without the applause of men. It starts with this book.”

	Matt Brown

	Evangelist, author, founder of Think Eternity

	 

	 

	“Pastor Deuth has captured the essence of the true leadership journey. The lessons learned through obscurity are the foundation of our leadership. I encourage all potential leaders church and secular to grab this book and dive into the meaning of obscurity, it will change your perspective.”
Coach Barsh

	Men's Basketball Coach, Boise State, ID

	 

	 

	“As a young believer, I distinctly remember hearing a seasoned man of faith tell me "every leader in Christ walks through the desert." The Process of Promotion recognizes and resonates with that dangerous truth. Sam's work stands as a guide through the narrow and solitary places that ultimately lead to broad and fulfilling vistas in Christ.”

	David Engelhardt, Esq. 

	Lead Pastor, Kings' Church NYC

	 

	 

	 

	“The concept of promotion and outworking of promotion is not only something that we all desire but it is God-given. Samuel Deuth has written a classic, not only is it practical and biblical, it shows you strategies and principles for promotion and increase in your life! Read this book, apply this book and teach this book!”

	Pat Mesiti

	Entrepreneur, Author, Pastor

	 

	 

	“Samuel Deuth is tackling a fundamental issue in the church today, OBSCURITY. I firmly believe that God always does more behind-the-scenes, than in front of our eyes. Samuels' unique journey as a Youth Pastor and now as the Director for the Champions Centre College provide him with a fresh perspective well-worth hearing.” 

	Steve Gambill

	Lead Pastor, Life Church, UK & Founder of Rocknations 

	 

	 

	“In this great book, Samuel brilliantly addresses the much-needed issue of where to find God during a dark season. All of us at one time will face walking through a valley season where death’s shadow hangs like a thick fog disorienting us and taunting us to give up on our journey. Obscurity will empower you to recognize the presence of God in these moments and find you emerging with renewed faith, clarity, and strength!” 

	Jurgen Matthesius 

	Lead Pastor of Awaken Church, San Diego, CA

	 

	 

	“Obscurity” is the best of Samuel Deuth in one book. He captures every person’s desire to be known for something great and takes you on the journey to get there. The powerful and personal motifs littered throughout the pages of this book will show you that you are not alone and your story is only beginning to unfold. This is a must-read for any season of life you are in.”

	Tasha (Treat) Masitha

	Worship Leader & Pastor at Christian Faith Center, Seattle, WA

	 

	 

	 

	“This book couldn't be written by a better example than pastor Samuel.  I've been able to watch his life in action, going from the limelight to obscurity, and now walking in his God-ordained purpose.  A true man of faith who trusted God as the promoter, not other pastors or leaders.  His testimony and insight are something we can all glean from. This book is a must-read!”

	Jon Heinrichs

	Pastor at Awaken Church, San Diego, CA

	 

	 

	“Some authors set out to engage the intellect. Others focus on the heart. Every now and again, you come across a work that addresses both. Samuel's book is a text that should be included in the reading lists of aspiring leaders everywhere. Current leaders who are honest enough with themselves will find their own reflections time and again in these pages as well. This is a must read for anyone who desires to mature into everything God is calling them to be.”

	Joe Riddle

	Youth & Young Adult Pastor, Wave Church, VA 

	 

	 

	“Reading this book resonated with me. My heroes, my father, and my mother taught me to persevere through dark seasons.  Facing my darkest hour, the crash of a plane taking mom and dad, left me to journey the corridors of obscurity without a map.  Samuel provides a map, especially for those who know they were made for more in the midst of contrary conditions.  The message of this book, You are not forgotten!”

	Jeff Knight, 

	Lead Pastor and Race Car Driver, The Rock Church, WA

	 

	 

	“Many leaders today are deeply insecure due to obscurity. Samuel Deuth tackles a very timely topic that many of us deal with today. If we can learn that God’s process is far greater than our current reality we will develop a confidence that surpasses circumstances. Take a moment and read through this practical yet profound book for great insight on dealing with Obscurity.”

	Kevin Lewis

	Lead Pastor, Lighthouse Church, CA

	 

	 

	“Pastor Samuel shares a masterful insight into a subject which many others have avoided, obscurity. I highly recommend The Process of Promotion as a must, must read for all Pastors, Youth Pastors, Leaders, or anyone in a position of ministry. Samuel writes with passion, conviction, and compassion for all those going through the season of Obscurity.”

	Jon Norman

	Lead Pastor, Soul Church, UK

	 

	 

	“Obscurity brought me to tears. Pastor Samuel did a phenomenal job painting the picture of God's timing for everything and everyone. It reminded me that God is faithful through every season and every storm. I would wholeheartedly recommend this book to anyone, whatever field of work or season of life someone is in. The wisdom found in this book is rich.” 

	Luke Breton Van Groll

	Worship & Creative Arts Director

	 

	 

	“Anyone with a sense of God-given purpose and leadership has felt at one time or another as if their life has been put on the shelf, forgotten and collecting dust.  In his newest book Obscurity, Samuel Deuth gives readers hope that there is life on the shelf.  With humor, personal anecdotes, and directness, he shows us how God’s defining work, even in obscurity, helps us all become better!”

	Tracy Barnes

	Dean, University of Next Level, Fellowship Church

	 

	 

	“This book struck a major chord in me. I walked through Obscurity at 15 when I first sensed God’s call and many years ago when I first planted a church. Wherever you are, remember that for every wall toppling, a shout-filled trip around Jericho, there were 12 times as many silent, uneventful marches. Read this book & keep walking!”

	Jason Bentley

	Lead Pastor

	 

	 

	 

	"In a world of social media, people want the platform and the promotion without the process needed to get there.  In this book, Samuel does an amazing job of describing why obscurity is not a bad word and why intimacy with Jesus is to be sought after much more than followers and a platform.  If you are not content with God when you are in obscurity, you will never find contentment even when you have the promotion.” 

	Tim Ferrara, 

	Executive Pastor LifePoint Church Arizona, Founder of Discerning Dad

	 

	 

	"(Obscurity) gets to the heart of the matter on why we find ourselves in obscure places and how we can navigate them well. There is a right way and a wrong way to process the desert times of our lives and Deuth's perspective and personal insight prove to be a lamppost for the journey.”

	Tiffany Bluhm

	Outreach Pastor, Life Center, Tacoma, WA

	 

	 

	“This book heralds this truth: If anyone else could be where you are right now, God would have placed them there. He didn’t. He placed you in this exact moment, for this exact assignment. Obscure? I think not.”

	Matt Wade

	Pastor, The Table, Online Faith Community

	 

	 

	“God has a specific and unique purpose for your life. This book helps you understand and embrace the preparation process called 'Obscurity' that the Lord uses to develop you to fulfill this purpose.  Samuel's experience and insight into this topic will encourage, challenge, and equip you to trust God, His ways, and His timing.”

	John Reeve

	The Cause Community Church 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“It's much easier to accept our time in obscurity if we can understand it for what it is. The book "Obscurity" by Samuel Deuth addresses the issue to help us understand that obscurity isn't a punishment or a sign of rejection from God, but rather a time for us to develop into the person God needs us to be for the vision and the dreams He has placed in us.”

	Tammy Severson

	Author of “Just Trust Me”

	 

	 

	“How do “I” deal with being in obscurity, while not giving up on the awesome purpose God has for my life.  Many of us quit before we reach our destiny.  And I believe that your book is going to stop the vicious cycle of people quitting before God is done maturing them for “next level” living.”

	Jeremy Rubin

	Author

	 

	 

	“ILLUMINATING! Finally…an answer to all of the unanswered questions beginning with “Why…?” in one’s life. Samuel Deuth has managed to brilliantly pen a writing that speaks directly to any and every reader who embarks upon the journey of OBSCURITY.”

	Yolanda Perry
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	Foreword

	Promotion comes from the Lord!

	 

	The scriptures teach in Psalm 75:6 that promotion doesn’t come from the East or the West but promotion comes from the LORD! God is a God who seeks to elevate and promote. However, despite some poor teaching around today, God does NOT do this randomly or blindly.

	 

	The parable of the talents shows us that BEFORE God TRUSTS us with authority, He first TESTS us with RESPONSIBILITY. Faithfulness is the key to all of the elevations and promotions we experience in God’s kingdom. God, does not promote how the world or Mankind promotes; namely upon talent or gifting, or even educational accomplishments. (Neither Jesus nor the disciples graduated from seminary) God looks at the heart. David was taken from the sheepfolds and elevated to a throne because he possessed a “heart after God’s own heart!”

	 

	Promotion in the kingdom does not have to remain an enigma or a mystery. In this outstanding book Pastor, Samuel Deuth lays out the pathways of God toward promotion, elevation, and advancement in the Kingdom. I have personally watched Samuel and his beautiful bride Katie, walk out the very principles he brings to light in this book. They are proven. They are seasoned. They are tested. Make this more than, just another great read, make it a devotional. Allow God to transform your heart and life, allow the Helper, the Holy Spirit to work in you to position you to experience the magnificent elevations and promotions of the almighty! 

	 

	Jurgen Matthesius 

	Lead Pastor | Awaken Church

	 

	 

	
 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Preface

	A God Breathed Inception Story

	 

	This book began very much in step with its topic; hidden and obscure and I think you’ll appreciate it. Most of my books were concepted and written pretty close together, but this book has marinated for about ten years and it began in a hotel.

	During my tenure pastoring in the Seattle area, I was able to travel with and assist my pastor as he preached and taught across the USA and also went with him to the UK, Australia, and South Africa. I love any chance I get to support and serve the leaders and mentors that God has given me; learning to read and anticipate what they need to thrive is the goal and something my father taught me from a young age.

	On one of these trips, I was in my hotel room before we were on to the next service and I was working on a leadership session that I was going to be giving to some youth leaders in Canada. Often our calling and process of promotion are like this, we’re experiencing tastes of our purpose while on the way to it.

	But, it was in the obscurity of that hotel room that I began to write out for the first time the nine principles of these hidden preparation seasons that God takes us through.

	When the youth camp in Canada came, I was excited and ready for all that God would do in both the general sessions and that youth leaders session. It was a smaller and more rural part of Canada so we had to take all the trains, planes, and automobiles to get there!

	The sessions were incredible and as expected, the Holy Spirit showed up and ministered to the young people in powerful ways! Then, it was time for this session on obscurity; we were originally supposed to have that session in the main room where the services were held but the band needed rehearsal space. We then headed outside for the large bleachers but then it began to rain, so the only option for us was to head to the big yellow school bus!

	That’s right, all of the leaders packed into the bus and I stood at the front of the bus and began to share for the first time the concepts that are in this book!

	And it was in that moment, in a yellow school bus in an obscure youth camp in Canada that God breathed onto the vision of this book. And in the same way, no matter where you’re reading this book from, God knows you and knows how to locate and call you out of obscurity into your calling. I’m not going to lie, that season from travel assistant to where God has taken me today has not been easy but it has been rewarding and fulfilling! I’m telling you, God will always fulfill His promises to you! Even when you want to quit the process of preparation, Don’t do it! 

	 

	being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.

	Philippians 1:6 NIV

	 

	 

	 

	
 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	INTRODUCTION

	Welcome to OBSCURITY

	 

	Have you ever felt unknown, overlooked, or undervalued? Have you found yourself wondering if God or people notice the: effort, passion, drive, hours, serving, or investment you’ve made? Do you feel called to greater levels of influence but feel like you’re the only one who sees it? Have you felt your big dreams shrink to a more manageable size? Has it ever felt like your dream is being delayed? Have you been tempted to second guess the call of God on your life? Do you feel like you’ve been stuck in this current season for too long? Have you ever thought about quitting? 

	 

	I know I have. 

	 

	I know what it’s like to grapple simultaneously with a sense of greatness and insecurity. I understand the tension of knowing that you know that God has given you passions and dreams to make a difference, yet the reality of your life and circumstances couldn’t be further from what you saw in your heart. I know what it’s like to feel like God has forgotten his promises towards you. I’ve experienced what it feels like when you think you should be getting the opportunity, but for some reason, you seem to be unnoticed and passed by. I know what it’s like to achieve a new level of results and still feel unsatisfied and unknown.

	I’m not the first to deal with this and I won’t be the last. But the tragedy is that many men and women over the years have settled short of the purposes of God for their lives, because they began this beautiful, painful, defining and ultimately rewarding process that we call OBSCURITY… but, they quit.

	The process of promotion reminds me of trips to IKEA. When you walk through that massive store, you get to see all of the sample living arrangements fully decorated and designed and you say to yourself, "I want that". You can see yourself with that set in your house, you can imagine it. So you get excited and write down the number of where to get that set in the warehouse. You then continue to all of the different sections of IKEA and continue visualizing things as yours. Then you go to the warehouse to pick up the furniture that you visualized. This is where that season of obscurity begins; you realize that the beautiful bedroom or office set doesn't come fully ready, and you’re even surprised how flat that table or bedframe can be in the box. The next big thing you realize is the cost! You have to pay upfront before you enjoy it. And before you can enjoy it there’s going to be a lot of assembly required. 

	What? Do you mean this isn't instant? Assembly is required? And this is where it gets difficult. You can barely fit the boxes in your vehicle because it's so big. I usually come home from IKEA with something halfway blocking

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
		David was a servant.

		God found him in Obscurity and God chose him.

		David was diligent in his obscurity

		God endorses his heart.

		God was preparing him for his King role by leading the sheep. (He just did what he was called to do, whether with little or much. The skills in this season are crucial for the next)

		David used the same principles from shepherding sheep as he used in leading the nation.

		David developed his skills in obscurity.

		David’s faithfulness in obscurity affected his reward.

		God was the lifter and the elevator, David was the faithful and trusting servant.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
		I did something wrong.

		I’ve been cheated.

		Everyone is out to get me.

		I must have missed my call or misunderstood God.

		If I want to fulfill my calling I’m just going to have to MAKE IT HAPPEN myself!

		If I work harder, I can get out of this season.

		How can I get out of this season and get out of it now!

		Will this season ever end?

		This season will never end! (haha been here)

		If people could just SEE my gift they would promote me!

		If I could just get a lucky break.

		Since no one cares, why should I?

		As soon as I get an opportunity I’m going to step up my game!

		God is withholding from me.

		And many, more wrong thoughts like this…
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