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Do you like:
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Friends




Congratulations!

You’ve found

YOUR NEXT READ
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[image: A young boy named Fin is packing a backpack, surrounded by scattered items like shoes, a water bottle, and a tube of sunscreen.]




Chapter One Sports Day

Fin is excited. It’s the school sports day, and he is ready to go.

Fin is in Red House. Today he’s allowed to wear red clothes instead of his school uniform. His sister, Anna, paints his face with special face paint. Go, Fin!

‘Do you think I’ll win something?’ Fin asks Anna.

[image: A sketch of two children, Fin and Anna in a bathroom, with one child looking at their reflection and painting face while the other watches and laughs.]
‘Maybe,’ says Anna. She looks in the mirror and carefully paints her own face.

Then she sprays Fin’s hair with red hair spray.

‘Just a little bit,’ says Fin. ‘And don’t get it in my eyes.’

Fin’s hair looks good!

[image: Anna helps Fin style his hair in a bathroom, using a spray bottle while he sits on a stool and covers his face.]
Anna sprays her own hair bit by bit until all of it is bright red.

‘I bet you win your race,’ says Fin. Anna wins a lot.

But not Fin.

He’s good at soccer, but he’s not good enough to win Best and Fairest.

He’s good at maths, but he’s not good enough to win the Times Tables game.

He’s good at making friends, but you don’t get medals for that.

Anna does ballet. She has a shelf of trophies and ribbons and medals. On her wall, she has a photo with a famous ballerina.

[image: Anna and Ballerina in a framed picture, surrounded by ballet trophies and ribbons.]
[image: A sketch of toy vehicles and figures on a shelf, including a helicopter, a car, and two blocky figures.]
Fin has Lego on his shelf. He’s good at building Lego, but he’s not good enough for Lego Masters on TV.

Today, Fin is in the long-distance race. He will run around the oval three times. He has been training. He and Dad have run around the oval every evening. Dad has been timing Fin with a stopwatch, and Fin has been getting faster and faster.

[image: Fin is bent over, sweating and panting, while his dad, with a whistle, looks on confidently.]


When Dad drops them at the oval for sports day, Fin’s friends are already there.

‘Fin!’ calls Nico.

‘Fin!’ calls Tessa.

‘Fin!’ calls Ali.

Everyone is excited. The tents are up. The witches hats are in place. Kids are cheering and ready to go.

The races begin.



[image: Children participating in outdoor activities, including a race and a ball game, with a lively and cheerful atmosphere.]




Chapter Two Go, Fin!

Nico wins the fifty-metre race. Go, Nico!

Tessa and Ali’s team wins tunnel ball. Go, Tessa and Ali!

Now it’s Fin’s turn.

‘You can do it, Fin!’ they all shout.

‘Ready…

set…

go!’ shouts Tim, the sports teacher.

[image: A sketch of children running a race, with a coach holding a whistle and clipboard nearby.]
Fin takes off.

He’s coming first as he reaches the big gum tree. Once around the oval.

He’s still in the lead when he passes the kids and the tents. Twice around the oval.

He’s still in front as he races towards the finish line.

‘Go, Fin!’ Nico shouts.

I’m going to win! thinks Fin.

Just then, a puppy runs out from behind the big gum tree. The puppy dashes towards the runners.

[image: Children running on a track, startled by a dog running alongside them.]
Oh no! That puppy is going to run onto the track!

Fin stumbles, almost tripping over the puppy. He slows down for a second. Joelle and some other kids sprint past him.

And the winner is…

Not Fin.

‘You came fifth,’ says Nico when Fin comes back to his friends. ‘That’s still good. There were lots of kids in your race.’

Fin looks at Nico’s blue ribbon with big gold letters on it. FIRST.

‘I wish that puppy hadn’t made me slow down,’ says Fin.

[image: Fin walking away from a group of three children sitting under a tree, holding drinks and snacks.]
Fin walks back to school with his friends. They all have their ribbons pinned on their T-shirts.

I am never going to win anything, Fin thinks.



‘How did you go?’ Dad asks Anna and Fin when he picks them up from After School Care.

‘My team came second in our relay,’ says Anna. She shows Dad her red ribbon.

‘Well done,’ says Dad.

[image: Two children, Fin and Anna, with backpacks walk past Dad, who is seated at a desk and looks at them curiously.]
They get in the car.

‘I didn’t win,’ says Fin.

‘Never mind,’ says Dad.

Anna sits in the front seat. She chats to Dad all the way home. She tells him all about the relay.

Fin is quiet in the back seat.

If only that puppy hadn’t run out in front of me, he thinks. I might have got a ribbon. I might have even come first!

[image: A sketch of a family in a car, with Dad driving and Fin and Anna sitting beside and behind him.]


When they are having dinner that night, Mum tells Fin, ‘As long as you did your best.’

‘I did my best, but I came fifth,’ says Fin. ‘I was only just behind Joelle. I nearly came fourth.’

[image: A family of four, Fin and Anna with Mom and Dad, sitting at a dining table, sharing a meal together.]
‘Sounds like you ran fast,’ says Mum.

‘I did run fast,’ says Fin. ‘But a puppy ran onto the track. It nearly tripped me over.’

Fin looks down at his dinner. He doesn’t feel hungry. ‘I wish I had a medal,’ he says. ‘For something.’



[image: Children play soccer on a grassy field near a parked car, while two people, Fin and his dad, watch from the car.]




Chapter Three Soccer

On Monday after school, Dad and Fin drop Anna at ballet class.

When they get home, Fin sees his friends kicking a soccer ball in the park in his street.

He runs over to meet them.

‘Fin!’ calls Nico.

‘Fin!’ calls Tessa.

‘Fin!’ calls Ali.

[image: Fin, Nico, Tessa, Ali, and Lavender play in a grassy outdoor area, one holding a ball while the others gesture and interact around them.]
‘Is your name Fin?’ asks a girl who Fin has never seen before.

‘Yes, my name is Fin,’ says Fin.

‘I’m Lavender,’ says the girl.

‘Like the flower?’ asks Fin.

‘Yes, like the flower,’ says Lavender.

‘Do you live in this street?’ asks Ali. ‘Like we do?’

[image: A group of children, Fin, Nico, Tessa, Ali, and Lavender, in a park, one holding a soccer ball, another standing apart, looking back at them.]
Lavender nods her head. ‘We moved to a new house. It’s up there.’ Lavender points up the hill. ‘Our old house is a long way away. And my old school too.’

Fin kicks the ball to Nico.

Nico kicks the ball to Tessa.

Tessa kicks the ball to Ali.

‘Can I play too?’ asks Lavender.

Ali kicks the ball to Lavender.

Lavender misses, and the ball goes to the fence.

Lavender tries to kick the ball back to Ali but it goes in the wrong direction.

[image: A group of children, Fin, Nico, Tessa, Ali, and Lavender, playing soccer in a backyard, with one child accidentally kicking the ball over a fence.]
‘I don’t think Lavender has played soccer before,’ says Fin.

‘She’s not very good,’ says Nico.

Fin can tell that the others don’t really want Lavender to play.



[image: Fin, Nico, Tessa, Ali, and Lavender are playing outside, while Dad and Anna are with a dog, and Lavender’s mom is speaking to Lavender.]




Chapter Four The New Girl

After a while, Lavender’s mum comes over and tells her it’s time to go home.

Dad and Anna arrive at the park with their dog, Sunny.

Fin kicks the ball with Nico and Tessa. But he is thinking about Lavender.

‘There was a new kid at the park,’ Fin says as he walks home with Dad and Anna. ‘She has moved to our street. Up the hill a bit.’

Dad opens the front door and Sunny trots down the hallway to Mum in the kitchen.

‘I don’t think she has played soccer before,’ says Fin.

‘Did she like it?’ asks Dad.

‘I don’t know,’ says Fin.

[image: A sketch of Dad and Fin standing near a wardrobe, with Dad looking concerned and Fin gesturing in confusion.]


At school the next day, Fin’s teacher, Remi, has a surprise.

[image: A teacher, Remi speaking to a group of children in a classroom.]
‘We have a new girl starting in Year Two. She will be here at recess time,’ says Remi. ‘Please make her welcome.’

‘What’s her name?’ Tessa asks.

‘Her name is Lavender,’ says Remi.

Could there be two Lavenders? Or is this the same Lavender that Fin met at the park?

‘I think I know Lavender,’ says Fin.

‘Great,’ says Remi. ‘You can show her around, Fin.’

Lavender comes into the classroom just before recess. It’s the same Lavender.

‘Hello,’ says Fin. ‘I have to show you around.’



It rains all day. At lunchtime they have wet day timetable.

‘Do you like chess?’ asks Fin.

‘I don’t know how to play chess,’ says Lavender.

[image: A sketch of Lavender and Fin in a classroom, with Fin holding a grid-like object and the other looking down, appearing upset.]
‘Do you like Lego?’

‘It’s okay.’

‘What do you like?’

‘I like running,’ says Lavender. ‘And making things and writing poems.’

‘I like running too,’ says Fin.

Lavender doesn’t say anything. She looks out the window at the rain falling down.

Fin is good at making friends but he’s not sure if Lavender wants to make friends with him.

[image: Two children, Fin and Lavender, sit inside a classroom, gazing out of a rain-streaked window with thoughtful expressions.]


[image: Children playing in a yard with a dog and a soccer ball.]




Chapter Five That Puppy Again!

After school, it is still raining.

Then at last it stops.

Everyone comes out to the park. Mum brings Sunny. Sunny is an old dog. She is even older than Fin. She never runs off.

‘Come on, Fin,’ says Nico.

‘Come on, Fin,’ says Tessa.

‘Come on, Fin,’ says Ali.

Fin kicks the soccer ball with his friends. Some parents are there too. People are in the park with their dogs. All the dogs are running around, barking and chasing balls. Everyone is happy to be playing outside at last.

‘Hey,’ says Fin. ‘There’s Lavender!’

Lavender is running with a puppy.

‘Is that your puppy?’ asks Ali.

‘Yes,’ says Lavender.

[image: Lavender is running with a dog on a leash while the other children, Fin, Nico, Tessa, and Ali, watch and laugh.]
Fin knows that puppy! It’s the cheeky one who ran onto the track at the sports day.

But he doesn’t tell Lavender about that. He pats the puppy.

[image: Children gathered around a dog, petting it, with an adult observing nearby.]
‘What’s its name?’ asks Fin.

‘His name is Buddy.’

‘Buddy is a good name for a dog,’ says Fin. He looks up at Lavender. ‘My dog’s name is Sunny.’

‘Lavender is a funny name,’ says Nico suddenly.

‘It’s the name of a flower,’ says Lavender.

‘Yes,’ says Nico. ‘Not a name for a person.’

‘There are lots of names that are flowers,’ says Fin quickly. ‘Like Daisy.’ He tries to think of others. ‘And Iris.’

[image: A group of children and a dog gathered outdoors, with an adult smiling in the background.]
‘And Rose. There’s Rosie in our grade,’ says Tessa.

‘And Poppy,’ adds Fin. ‘And Marigold.’

‘Let’s take Buddy for a walk,’ Lavender says to Fin.

‘Keep him on the lead,’ calls Lavender’s mum. ‘You don’t want Buddy to run off again.’
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