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			DEDICATION

			I dedicate this writing—this history— to Joanie, my love of over 40 years. Joanie always listened with attention to all of my ideas and to my writing—draft after draft, revision after revision—adding thoughts, comments and suggestions all of which helped to make this long story a more understandable one. 

			And to my beloved children, daughters-in-law, son-in-law, and grandchildren, those glorious people who are such a joy in my life. Mo chroi mo thaisce. I very much wanted you to know your heritage, to understand the beauty and the sacrifice so bound together, to know the story of your family in Ireland that you might yet feel a stir when you look upon that lyrical place.

			Hold it close, think of it sometimes and know from whence you came.

			[image: ]

		

	
		
			© 2022 Vincent J. Quealy, Jr.

			Copyright number: TXu 2-344-908

			All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording or by any information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the author.

			ISBN: 979-8-9876313-0-0

			Printed in the U.S.A.

			3rd Edition 

		

	
		
			ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

			JIMMY MEADE

			PAT MEADE

			PETER MEADE

			DR. JOHN TREACY

			COLIN HENNESSY

			PATRICK KIRBY

			COLM HAYES

			FRANK COSTELLO

			I’m very grateful to all of those listed here for invaluable ideas, assistance, research suggestions, direct material and recollections, insights and commentary, all of which was both necessary and instrumental in the writing of this story. Each was generous with time and attention as I sought to assemble a clear story of events and “Troubles” which so deeply and tragically affected the townspeople of Miltown Malbay, and the Meade family particularly, in the period spanning the late 1880’s through the Irish War of Independence.

			The familiarity with the history of the time and the familiarity with the people who are principals in the story were essential to me in this project and it is those contributors listed here upon whom I relied for expertise.

			Many thanks for your help and for your friendship.

			[image: ]

		

	
		
			PREFACE

		

	
		
			IRELAND

			“a terrible beauty is born”

			– William Butler Yeats

			Ireland suffered for centuries under British rule. It’s well-known and well-recorded, a familiar truth to all. But I fear sometimes that the words are too easily written. The words are sometimes too easily spoken. We may nod in acknowledgement, though absent any full appreciation of the hardships endured or the miseries borne. The words are too broad, too general, too generic. The words merely declare that it is so, but carry no specifics, they describe no persons, no events, no effects of the cruel and terrible reign of the British Crown over it’s Irish subjects.

			But the effects were cruel and the effects were terrible and they stretched across centuries. It was in 1652, for example, that Cromwell completed his conquest of Ireland and it was then that Catholicism was banned and that all Catholic-owned land was taken and distributed among English-Protestant settlers. It was the beginning of a very long period of poverty and of anguish for Catholics unlucky enough to live in Ireland under the ruthless and oppressive rule of a colonial occupier. The taking of land from Ireland’s Catholic population would have profound and tragic consequences for the next two centuries and more, perhaps never clearer than during the long torment of An Gorta Mor—the Great Hunger. 

			The horrors of the Famine descended upon the people of Ireland in 1845. Land ownership, at this time, remained almost entirely in the hands of Protestant landlords, many of whom were absentee landlords relying on Agents in Ireland to enforce collection of rents from their estate’s tenant farmers. It’s estimated that some 90% of land in Ireland was owned by such landlords at the time of the Famine, a direct result of Cromwell’s ruinous confiscation of Catholic-owned properties 200 years earlier. 

			Tenant farmers were allowed only small tracts of land for use and were afforded no legal protections, but, rather, were merely tenants-at-will, subject to eviction at any time and for almost any reason. The small plots of land which they operated were often sufficient only to provide food for one family and to meet the regular rent payments due. The blight on the potato crop imperiled the ability of these farmers to succeed at either and the curse of evictions soon began. Throughout the period, tenant farmers then unable to satisfy rent payments owed to their Protestant landlords were mercilessly evicted and their cottages torn or burned down. Desperate families were now left both hungry and homeless. 

			Landowners, though, soon recognized opportunity for themselves amid the growing destitution of their tenants. Once families had been evicted and cottages destroyed, the newly-cleared land could be put into use for the more profitable practice of raising cattle and sheep.

			While the British did not, of course, cause the Famine—the Great Hunger—neither did they offer any grand efforts to relieve it, beyond a few paltry and almost wholly ineffective measures. It was, in fact, a widely-held view among government leaders and influential economists in England that the Irish were themselves quite responsible for the famine calamity through a combination of over-populating the small farms on which they resided, poor and ill-suited farming practices and over-reliance on a single crop, the potato. 

			Worse, many believed, the very nature of the Irish character is defined by a lack of industry, of ambition, of enterprise. The Irish, in short, are simply “lazy”. The notion of the Irish as “lazy” was plainly evident in some British expressions of the day. The planting beds spread across the small farms in Ireland, for example, were derisively referred to as “lazy beds”. 

			Beset by starvation, disease and emigration, Ireland’s population had, by 1851, been reduced by nearly three million people. All the while, thousands of Irish-bred cattle were continuously exported from Ireland to England in order to satisfy British appetites for beef.

			The year 1857 saw the famine now past, yet new troubles arose and old troubles persisted. Conflicts over land reform, rack-rents, tenant farmer’s rights, a continuing cycle of evictions and boycotts, anti-Catholic fervor and the ever-present tensions between the people and the Crown all remained firmly fixed in the daily life of the Irish. 

			Peter Meade, my great-grandfather, was born on January 1st of that year to John and Mary (Conway) Meade in Knockliscrane, Miltown Malbay, County Clare. His story—the Meade family story— would now unfold amid the turmoil and the strife of the coming years.

			And so it is well to remember and to appreciate the real history and not merely to rely on common and shallow refrains. It was, indeed, a long and difficult struggle before the Irish realized their destiny and “…a terrible beauty was born.”

			Vincent J. Quealy, Jr.

			March 2023
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			CHAPTER ONE

			“Deep-rooted Things”

			Miltown Malbay, County Clare, Ireland

			“My children may find here deep-rooted things.”

			W.B. Yeats

			A British Member of Parliament, G. Shaw Lefevre, traveling throughout the West of Ireland in 1888, recorded that “From Ennis, I went to Miltown Malbay, a small town of 1,200 inhabitants, within a mile of the seacoast. It has been built under a system of ‘leases for three lives’, on land belonging to Mrs. Morony…the bay is an exceedingly pretty one, with a beautiful strand on hard sand; the Atlantic breaks upon the shore with its full power. With the pure air and the beautiful coast scenery, the place ought to have a future before it, now that there is direct communication by railway”. How sadly mistaken was Lefevre’s prediction of Miltown Malbay’s future.

			The town has only existed since about 1800 but grew rapidly: by 1821 it had a population of six hundred residents. During the Great Famine (1845 — 1852) many farmers were evicted by the unpopular Morony family, major landlords with extensive holdings throughout the area. In the years after the famine the Protestant Morony family continued with practices of rack-renting and evictions.

			Eventually, the population arose in protest and organized a boycott. The British responded predictably and harshly, imprisoning all pub-owners and shopkeepers who refused to serve the family or their servants. By the end of 1888 most pub-owners and shopkeepers were in jail. 

			During the Irish War of Independence there were a number of incidents in Miltown Malbay. A large number of the town’s residents gathered, on April 14, 1920, at the main intersection in the town—known as Canada Cross—celebrating the release of Irish political prisoners from Mountjoy Prison. It infamously resulted in the Shooting at Canada Cross when members of the Royal Irish Constabulary (RIC) and the Royal Highland Infantry Regiment fired into the crowd wounding seven and killing three: John O’Loughlan, Thomas O’Leary and Patrick Hennessy.

			Miltown Malbay was also the site of the Rineen Ambush, which took place on the main road to Lahinch and Ennistymon. On 22 September 1920, a Royal Irish Constabulary lorry was ambushed there by the Mid Clare Brigade of the Irish Republican Army (IRA), in retaliation both for the killing of Martin Devitt, a key leader in the IRA, at Crowe’s Bridge earlier in the year and for the massacre at Canada Cross. Six officers of the Royal Irish Constabulary were killed in the ambush. 

			Reprisals by the British followed quickly as the Black & Tans, a specialized British military unit, rioted in Ennistymon, Lahinch and Miltown Malbay, killing six people and burning twenty-six buildings, including the Town Halls at Ennistymon and Lahinch. I’ve outlined much more about each of these incidents in the story which unfolds in the following pages.

			Miltown Malbay was served by the West Clare Railway for many years, operating from July of 1887 until February 1, 1961.

			Willie Clancy, one of the greatest uilleann pipers in Irish musical history, was born and lived in the town. He left an important and enduring legacy to traditional Irish music. His life and work is commemorated and celebrated through the Scoil Samhraidh Willie Clancy which annually attracts musicians from all over the world to Miltown Malbay. 

			Once, while visiting with my cousin Pat Meade in Miltown Malbay, I learned that another Meade cousin, Joanie Madden, is a renowned Irish musician, with scores of albums produced and sold both as a solo artist (Irish whistle instrument and flute) and as a member of a very successful Irish musical group which she founded, “Cherish the Ladies”. Joanie’s mother, Helen (Meade) Madden, was born and raised in Miltown Malbay before emigrating to New York City. Helen Meade’s father, Jim, and Bridget Meade, my grandmother, were first cousins.

			Another of the parish’s famous sons is Dr. Paddy Hillery, who was Ireland’s first commissioner to the European Economic Community before serving two terms as President of the Republic of Ireland from December 1976 through 1990. Dr. Paddy Hillery’s father, Dr. Michael Hillery, figures prominently in the history of Miltown Malbay during the period of the War of Independence and in the story of the Meade family at that time.

			Surely, it is an Irish town which, from its founding, struggled to exist for many years through the Famine, through the Land League conflicts and boycotts, through evictions, through “The Troubles” and terrible reprisals taken by British soldiers and through the War of Independence. At the entrance to St. Joseph’s Church, a landmark and
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